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MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 


SUITE 1203 


27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 


FOIPA Request No.: 1496188-000 
Subject: The Venceremos Brigade 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 


The enclosed 776 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were 
previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Please see the 
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests. 


Iv 


In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records. Submit your 
request by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive, 
Winchester, VA 22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. 


Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive, 
Winchester, VA 22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997.. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) 
days of the date of this notification, your request will be closed. 


One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession. 


If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 


National Archives and Records Administration 
Special Access and FOIA 

8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 


Reference file number 100-HQ-462905 in your correspondence. 


Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA. You may file a request with NARA using the address above. 


rT One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 1229.10. 


T Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not Known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 
1229.10. 


rT Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 
release. 


Please be advised that “unusual circumstances” apply to the processing of your request. See 5 
U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B)(iii). “Unusual circumstances’ include one or more of the following scenarios: 


There is a need to search for and collect records from field offices and/or other offices that are 
separate from the FBI Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS). 


There is a need to search for, collect, and examine a voluminous amount of separate and distinct 
records. 


There is a need for consultation with another agency or two or more DOJ components. 


These “unusual circumstances’ will delay our ability to make a determination on your request within 
20 days (excluding weekend and legal public holidays). Additionally, the payment of pertinent fees may 
apply to your request. See 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(4)(A)(viii). 


The application of “unusual circumstances’ is not a determination of how the FBI will respond to 
your substantive request, this letter provides notice that these “unusual circumstances” apply to 
processing and delay the determination of your request. See 5 U.S.C. §§ 552 (a)(6)(A) (viii); 
(a)(6)(B). 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 
your request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” 
includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals. “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also 
enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 


For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this 
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United 
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 





You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading 
should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned 
to your request so it may be easily identified. 





Sincerely, 


Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 
Enclosure(s) 


This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 


Themplackmvault 


, _ The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

| document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are 

responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages 
released by the U.S. Government & Military. 


Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com 





FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests. Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs. 


Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 


(i) 


(ii) 


5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements 
of the FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 


Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 
FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 


Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 


(ii) 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm 
nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)]. 
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Part 3: General Information: 


(i) 


(iv) 


Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 
searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A standard search normally 
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of 
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law 
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records 
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references, 
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. For additional information about our record 


searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 


FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this 
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on 
every person, subject, or entity. 


Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary- 
checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please 
contact CuJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 


National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to name 
check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic 
threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private Citizens 
cannot request a name check. 


(b)() 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


@2) 


(k)(1) 


(k)(2) 


(k)(3) 


(k)(4) 


(k)(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 
or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 


would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 


information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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Chicano Venceremos College in Redwood City. Since the 
group continues to claim adherence to\the RU principles as s 
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believes that such a membership warrants opening a separate _ gL 
investigation of Venceremos, to be run in conjunction with RU x 


and Venceremos College investigations. ! 


For information of Bureau and recipients, Venceremos 
College is a two-year, accredited college, and is part of the 
Nairobi College of East Palo Alto, which was established in 
1969, following the confr 
the College of San Mateo. 
Venceremos College 
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San Mateo College as a 
This college, which is primarily 
or young chicano students, has the stated goal of producing 
"revolutionary technologists - doctors, lawyers, teachers." 

It has approximately 100 members composed of students, teachers, 
staff and administrators. It is located in Redwood City, 
California, and its activities are primarily in that_area 

Its members are drawn from throughout the Bay area. 

has stated the directors are Marxist-Leninists, and the class i. 
which is stressed is the Political Education Class, on Marxism-~ 
rLeninism. That class is presently studying the book "Five 
Articles" by Chairman MAO TSE-TUNG. No information has been 
developed concerning the accumulation of weapons, but one of the 
courses listed was on "Weaponry." Venceremos College has 
publicly aligned itself with the RU and they are in contact with _~’ 
the Black Panther Party. 
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San Francisco will continue to follow this matter and 
Bureau will be furnished pertinent information as developed. 
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Reference is made to memoranda dated December 22, Ty 
1970, at San Francisco and January 7, 1971, at Washington, { 
D.C. captioned "Revolutionary Union." 


“Daily” issue of January 4, 1971, reflects that the group 


An article appearing on page 4 of the "stanford | 


which split from the Revolutionary Union (RU) in the last i 
month has formed a new group called "Venceremos." The | ° 


text of this article appears hereinafter. 


Information concerning the RU is set 
forth in the appendix. [0 7c | 
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This-second source advised on 


‘This second source advised on 
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oo Ou =.= = the first source made available 
a paper captioned, "Against The Brainwash, Part 2; What is | ‘ 


Happening To The United Front Against Imperialism Strategy 
For Proletarian Revolutim?," which paper source described ag PIC 
the announcement and explanation of the groupsplitting from 

the RU ile 


fh 
i 
The following are pertinent excerpts from this paper: } ~’. 
",.. the primary contradiction within the i 
boundaries of the U.S. is the contradiction j 


between the imperialist mother country and- 
the internal colonies..." 
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"...In the political committee, theory has become i 
primary. Never again will those of us who have 
learned from this experience allow that situation 

to go unchecked. Practice is primary. Theory is 
only primary when practice is being summed up in 
order to move practice to a higher level. Marxists 
hold that our social practice alone is the criterion 
of the truth of our knowledge of the external world." 


"The RU has always had a weakness in the matter of 
summing up practice. Our practice was our main 
strength (and still is), but recently the failure 
to sum up practice has become a major .problem,- 
especially as the organization became national..." 


",..Our main mistake as members of the RU was not 
recognizing. and bringing to the attention of the 

whole organization the seriousness of some political 
-tendencies long ago. For at this point these tendencies 
or weaknesses have become primary in the political 
committee. Look at these tendencies in relation to 
the five spearheads of struggle and our three principles i} 
of unity--dictatorship of the proletariat, democratic 
centralism, and armed struggle..." 


“What happens when we ignore one of the principles 

of unity? What does that mean in practice? We have 
paid a lot of attention to the principles of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and to the principle 
of democratic centralism, but we have ignored until 
now the principle of armed struggle.” 


"The earliest struggle in the history of the RU, 
back at the time when it was being formed in 1968, 
was over whether or not being armed should be a 
condition of membership. The opposition to the 
policy of everyone owning a gun and knowing how to 
use it was led by some of the same people who led 
the opposition to our developing a military strategy 
now. They raised the same argument then as now: 
such a policy ‘would lead to the early destruction 
of our organization.’ They backed this up with 
the argument that since the majority of white 
workers were not in a revolutionary situation, 
there was no need for such a policy anyhow. 
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VENCEREMOS 


We argued that we should be educating the people 
around the right to keep and bear arms and the 
need for armed and organized self-defense. The 
struggle was settled when we pointed out that if 
the black people already using guns (in Detroit 
the previous summer, for example) were white, 
we would not be saying that the situation is not 
one in which we should he armed. It was agreed 
that such a view is racist. And in Red Papers 2, 
which came out in 1969, we wrote: 


"A primary manifestation of which chauvinism 

among revolutionaries is the marked tendency to 
consider armed struggle the domain of blacks and 
ideological struggle the domain of whites. Somehow,. 
white skins are assumed to be too valuable to 
sacrifice to a pig's bullet, while black and brown 
minds are seen as unable to cope with the theory 


of Marxism-Leninism. In building the United Front | 
Against Imperialism, white communists mst listen Lu 
to, learn from and engage in struggle with the “ 


theoretical contributions of black and brown 
communists in order that unity will be achieved 
and leadership of the United Front be consolidated. 
Further, white revolutionaries must join now with 
black and brown revolutionaries in armed self- 

| defense and other forms of armed struggle, and | 
to help prepare the masses of people for the eventual 
culmination of the United Front; armed strucgle that 
will topple once and for all the monopoly capitalists 
and consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat. 


"We had the theory, but we didn't as an organization 
put it into practice. By the time Red Papers 2 came 
out, we were too large for plenary meetings; so we 
had an Executive Committee. Its meetings never dealt 
with the theory of military strategy although we 
dealt with theory about almost any other aspect of 
struggle you could think of. Discussions of military 
strategy were put off on the grounds of security..." 


",..Once again (July this year) the comrades who 
believe in the importance of both theory and practice 
in the area of armed struggle pushed the issue in the 
political committee. We argued that the entire 
organization should be studying Marxist-Leninist 
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theory on military questions, and that the upcoming 
Central Committee meeting should take up the question 
as a main subject on the agenda. (Rather than the 

' student and youth movement for which we have developed : 
some theory and need summation of practice before 
developing more theory. In practice, of course, it ‘ 
did turn out that there is more necessity to discuss 
armed struggle than to discuss the youth and student 
movement--as anybody at the Central Committee can tell)..” 


"We believe that armed struggle is always part of the 
overall political struggle, that the military strategy 
is part of the political strategy, not separate from 
it. We believe that politics is always primary. The | 
strategy of armed struggle for state power is also part! 
of the overall political struggle; at the time when 

we are ready to seize state power, the difference will 
be that we will have reached the highest form of mass 
struggle, the period when the masses will be able to 
seize power through armed struggle. } 


"Throughout the paper, ‘Revolutionary Adventurism 

or Proletarian Revolution,’ Avakian and the other 
author separate political and military, with ideas 
like '...the major aspect of our work for some time 
will still be political, not military.‘ If they mean 
legal, not illegal, then we can understand their 
separation. But the major aspect is never military 
and not political. The military work of Marxist- 
Leninists is always extremely politic al. Political 
power grows out of the barrel of a gun, but Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Tse-Tung Thought always controls the 
other end of the gun..." 


"What we wanted to avoid has happened. Slowly, 

a bureaucracy has replaced democratic centralism. 

There has been a process of creeping bureaucratic 
centralism. Some of us feel that the first outright 
sign of it was in June at the Central Committee when 
the Central Committee voted overwhelmingly not to 

take the struggle about the Panthers ‘Marxism-Leninism’ 
back to the collectives. But none of us understood 
precisely how serious that was, for that vote set a 
precedent for secrecy. 
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“More and more within the political committee there 

were discussions which were not to be reported to the \ 
local executives, much less to the collectives. At 

the same time, more and more votes began to be voted 
by exactly the same group and number. There developed 
a definite ‘majority group' and a definite ‘minority 
greup,® 
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"Tt is pee that the deep differences are heing | 

brought out clearly by the dispute around armed struggle. 

For this is clearly only one part of largerdifferences —| 
_and is forcing clarity on all the issues and teaching 

us all a lot that we will surely never forget! 


"Revisionism, we have learned, is clearest on the 

question of armed struggle, but the differences there 
lead to differences on the national question, the 
multinational question, the women question, the question 
of do we or do we not mean to put into practice the 
United Front Against Imperialism Strategy..." 


| 
{ 
\ 
{ 
1 
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RU over the issue of armed struggle. We are leaving i 


! 


“We want to make it clear that we are not leaving the 


because our practice is blocked. We cannot spend 
i weeks and months submitting to decisions that will 
' make us a counter-revolutionary group. We are leaving 
i because this struggle has made it clear to us that 
_ within the RU there is bureaucratic centralism not 
democratic centralism, that a majority of the political, 
committee cannot bring themselves to recognize the 
fact that the struggle cannot be controlled by them, 
They are willing to spend their time expellina, 
suspending, censuring, talking and writing and talking 
and writing without serving the people...” 


' 


\ 


1. Just now the Nixon adminstration is threatening 
full-scale resumption of bombing which means a full- 

scale escalation of the war. We refuse to be a part 

‘of an organization that does not respond energetically, 

at a gut level, to the escalation of a war against 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. We want to be free to _ 
spend our time dealing with the enemy instead of 
arguing with revisionists and defending ourselves 
within the RU. 


VENCEREMOS <4 
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2. The Black Panther Party is under increasing 
repression. Bobby Seale needs our work. Erick 
Huggins needs our work. Angela Davis needs our 
work. George Jackson needs our work. We refuse 
to remain in an organization where the leadership 
makes criticism of the Black Panther Party primary 
over support ofthe Black Panther Party. We want 
to unite in every possible way with the Black. 
Panther Party. 


",..We refuse to be a part of an organization where 
every single member does not feel that the black 
people are a nation with all the rights of a nation 
if they so desire. We believe that Red Papers 2 
has the correct line on the national question, and 
we want to apply that in practice, not PL's 

Ling «=. " 


“What We Have Learned..." 

"Don't recruit people who do not understand that 

the black people are a nation. Because if they 

don't understand that, they really don't understand 
Aztlan, Puerto Rico, and native Americans either..." 
“POWER TO THE PEOPLE! AND DEATH TO THE FASCIST PIGS! 
Revolutionary Union of South San Francisco, Redwood 
City, Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Stanford, Mountain View- 
Sunnyvale." 


Following is the text of the "Stanford Daily" article 


mentioned previously: 
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Best copy available 
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By BILL EVERS 
Lenin toid his comrades to “split, 
split and split again.” In the course of 
the inst month, members of the Bay 
Arena Tiny Union, (RU), 





routionary 





commis eroun which has been 
prominent in radical activities in th 
Sanford area, have followed his advice. 


“here ence there was one RU, there 
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as the building of a mass base, which 
will ereate an insurrection. 
» Revolution When? 

Along with these differences on the 
ripeness of the revolution in America 
come differing emphases on the 
condition of ethnic minorities in the 
U.S. Esth groups say “The Black 
liberation struggle is both a national 
and a class question.” That is, they 
argue that blacks and other ethnic 
minoritics are oppressed both as 
members of their race and as members 
of the working class. But the 
Venceremos people emphasize the 
racism aspect. 


In the December 30 issue of the Free 
You, Janet Weiss of Venceremos 
maintains that “the majority of the top 
RU leadexshin in the Bay Area. . .is 
saying tht if the struggle of Black 
people is not basically a class struggle, 
it is not ‘correct,’ and that Black people 
must held off until the majority of 
while Americans are ready to pick up 


the gun and fight for socialist 
revolution,” 
The Avekian group is less 


enthusiastic in its support of the Black 
Panther Party and is reported to have 
questioned the cfficecy of incidents 
like tbe Marin County courlhouse 
snaot-out. A member of the Avakian 
froup described the Venceremos people 
as viewing “biack peopie as a nation 
clmost ina state of total revolt.” 


Black Nationalism 


Members of | Venceremos — have 
charted that the Avakian group has 
been moving away from full support of 
the right of the black nation to 
all-deturmination. This refers to the 
blacks’ richt of free sceession to form 


' 
2 


their own independent government. 
One member of Vencerernos maintains 
that a member of the Avakian grour 
has questioned “the economic feasibility 
of a black nation.” 


In the heat of the disput te, charges of 
one faction against the other emerged 
wnich were net directly reiated to the 
oxiginal question of military state 
People in the Avakian grcup remind 
Bruce Franklin of Voucsramnes of his 





old job with the Stratesie Air 
Command; Venceremos people pointed 


out that their group had more women 
in positions of leadership than the 
Avakian group did. 

Charges and counter- rec aro:e 
about the discipiining ane 
RU collective in San Francisce and of 
an RU journalist in San dese. an a 
geod deal of antagonism was Senorates 





Dunder, 2 nationalty prominan!. f f 
in the Women’s Liora 
a secret rather than an eren in 
the RU. She had been reentited fo 
RU by the Veneoromos faction i Cube 
and had intended te go on a reevuitine 
drive in the South to brit collect! eg 
into the RU. 
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Worker-Stucent  Aitianes cet he 
Progressive Labor Party |: year 
Ceseribed the split in tue as a 





left-right split with the Venecremes 
people on the right-wing. He considers 
the Avaekian group to have 2 wreater 
working class orientation, A men mbt of 


the New Lett Project comyasmicvd that 








“anti-authoritarian theory “49 
expect that centratized pares will 
split, It's now two, three, tieny 


yansuards.”” 
















The following appeared on page 5 of the December 
16, 1979, issue of "Free You", radical weekly newspaper 
published in Palo Alto, California: 





‘Local Cadre Late the Revotonary ion 


We know that the program of a revolutionary organt-- 
zation at any time is less important than conscten- 
tious application to serving the people; to prac- 
tteing eritictsm and self-criticism tn summing up 
tts work; and to developing a thorough struggle 
against bourgeois self-interest in membership and 
leadership, and against opportunism in organtza- 
tional affairs. 

Red Papers 1 





Many members of the Revolutionary Union, including 
the entire membership in the area between San Francisco 
and San Jose, want to carry out these ideas in our work. 
We want to advance the line we took in Red Papers 1, 

2, and 3, We will not retreat from that Vines we wil 
only advance from it. 

We support the Black Panther Party and recognize 
it as the vanguard of the American revolution. We want 
to unite with the Black Panther Party in every way 
possible. We recognize that Blacks, Chicanos, Puerto :” 
Ricans, and Native Americans form nations just as much? 
as the Vietnamese do, and we support: their national «“.: 
liberation struggles. We consider attacks on them —~° 
to be attacks on us, and intend to respond to them with 
guns ad our lives. We intend to join with our comrades 
in Vietnam in response ‘to-any escalation of the 
genocidal war against their people. es 
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‘ We rea iae the that the U:S. is ina pak of developing | 
ascism, and that the only way to keep fascism from: cea 
being consolidated is to fight it and destroy-it.. ae 
We believe that armed struggle is an actual ity 
now, not an eventuality. are ge 
' We believe that the only way to unite the prole~ | 
tariat, the poor and working people, is around the | 
struggles of the most oppressed people, that is, 
around national liberation struggles. 
We base ourselves on the needs of the most oppressed 
people. 
We believe that anybody who's not a pig can be- 
a revolutionary. We will work with anybody and respect. : 
them equally. i 
; We believe the militant siracsle of women for: ft" 
liberation is one of the main spearheads of the united 
front against imperialism. We want to participate 
fully in it. We believe that women's leadership is~ 
necessary in a revolutionary organization not just 
-for the sake of mechanical equality, but because women® . 
. have a quick and material understanding of oppression +i j 
- through their own experience of oppression. 
We believe in democratic centralism, not eee 
cratic centralism. A revolutionary organization 
must serve the people; whenever there is any retreat 
from serving the people, it becomes bureaucratic. 
We are Marxist-Leninists because that is the tool 
through which all oppressed people will win their 
freedom. 


But the RU leadership in some areas has consolidated 
a revisionist line in the organization. They do not 
support the Black Panther Party. They base themselves 
not on the needs of the most oppressed, but on the fully 
employed factory workers. They believe the U.S. is a 
“bourgeois democracy," not a developing fascist state. 
They deny the national liberation struggles of Black 
and Chicano people, and back off from supporting them 
concretely. They believe white revolutionaries can 
' wait for armed struggle. They put down the women's 
movement, and don't develop women’s leadership. . They 
don't see Marxism-Leninism as a living tool to serve 
the people, but as an abstract dogma. 

We want to be free to spend our time dealing — 
with the enemy instead of arguing with revisionists and 
defending ourselves within the RU. Therefore, we 
have left the RU so we can hold onto the principles 
of Red Papers 1, 2, and 3, and serve the people, 
learn’ from the people, become one with the people. 


eer 
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The following appeared on page 20 of the 








by Janet Wetss ; 1s. ae 


if we have shortcomings, we are not afraid to have 
them pointed out and criticized, because we serve the. 


ople.. 
id Mao, "Serve the People" 


The December 16 issue of the FREE YOU newspaper 
carried an article which I wrote explaining why the 
entire Revolutionary Union between San Francisco and 
San Jose has become an independent organization. 

After the story appeared, many comrades criticized 

me for it, pointing out several serious errors. The 
most basic of these is that the article almost com- 
pletely leaves out the working class. It only men- 
tions the working class in terms of support for national 
liberation struggles, and implies that the new organ- 
ization does not consider "regularly employed factory 
workers" a part of the proletariat. One would hardly 
know from this article that the organization exists 

to serve the needs of the proletariat and to establish 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, the rule of poor 
and working people. I think it’s important not only 
to clarify what our position actually. is, but to 
understand why I would write an article with such 
basic njstakes. oe BE fede gt ea ag OF “4 


a 


PStember 
30, 1970, issue of "Free You", radical weekly newspaper 
published in Falo Alto, California: 
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YT became a revolutionary because of the national " gag 
liberation struggles of the Vietnamese people and the SS 
Black nation. As I tried to oppose the Vietnam war, (%’ 
I learned that the problem was the economic system 
of imperialism, in which capitalism oppresses whole 
nations. As I tried to fight against racism, I learned 
that Black people are not just “discriminated against," 
but are a nation oppressed in the same way Vietnam is. 

But as I began to understand imperialism through 
Marxism-Leninism, what I learned was that the contra- 
diction between imperialism and the oppressed nations 


of the world is- based on the fundamental contradiction 


of capitalism, the contradiction between the owning ~ 
class, the bourgeoisie, and the working class, the 
proletariat. That was when I really began to understand 
the situation within the United States, who the enemy 
was, who the friends were, and how we could win. I 
realized that a revolution is necessary before I became 
a Marxist-Leninist, but Marxism-Leninism showed me 
that the only form that revolution can take is 
proletarian revolution. I joined the RU because I 
agreed with its analysis that the way the American 
revolution will take place is through the United Front 
Against Imperialism, by uniting all the people from 
all classes whose interests are opposed to imperialism, 
under the leadership of the proletariat. And this means, 
more particularly, under the leadership of the most 
advanced sections of the proletariat, which are from 
the oppressed internal colonies, because they experience | 
a dual form of oppression, national oppression and class 
oppression. 

When we say that national liberation struggles 
unfold into proletarian revolution, I can see that in 
a pretty basic way, because that's how my own devel- 
opment took place. 

For the last several months, we have been struggling 
within the RU against the development of a line which 
is opposed to that analysis. The new line, which is’ 
now held by the majority of the top RU leadership in 


‘the Bay Area, sees the class question, not the national 


question, as primary within the U.S. They are 
developing toward saying that Black people are not 

a nation; some have already said that “it's an open 
question." They are saying that for Black people, the 
class question should be primary, and their struggle 
must be a part of a proletarian revolution in the 
U.S. as a whole, instead of supporting the right of 
Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, and Native American 
people to decide at any time that they want their 

own nation-state, and organizing people in the mother 
country to fight for that right. They are saying Reve 


that if the struggle of Black people is not basically 
a Class struggle, it is not "correct," and that . 
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Black people must hold off until the majority of white 
Americans are ready to pick up the gun and fight for 
socialist revolution. To do this, of course, they must. 
say that the Black people who are already fighting for 
liberation are not proletarian. 

When people say that the class question, not the 








understand the class question within the U.S. The 
proponents of the line we were fighting are saying 

that the proletariat consists only of the employed 
workers in basic industry. They say these workers 

are in a different class from the "unemployed masses," 
who “lack the largeness of mind of the proletariat" 

and tend to be "destructive." They say revolutionaries 
must base themselves on the forms of struggle developed 
by what they understand as the proletariat. What this 
means is that they refuse to be a part of what are now . 
the most advanced struggles of the proletariat. 

We understand the proletariat to consist of the poor 
and working people in this country. Our job is to unite 
the proletariat around its class interests--and this 
means uniting the proletariat from all the nations 
within the geographical borders of the U.S., uniting 
the employed proletariat with the unemployed prole~ 
tariat, uniting women in the proletariat with men in 
the proletariat, and uniting the proletariat with its 
class allies. It means uniting them around all the 
five main spearheads of anti-imperialist struggle in 
the country now, against imperialist wars of aggression, 
in support of national liberation struggles within 
the U.S., against fascism, for the liberation of women, 
and for the right to a decent standard of living for 
all people. And it means being willing to fight around 
all of those spearheads. It certainly does not mean 
basing an organization only on one section of the 
proletariat, the regularly employed workers in basic 
industry, and fighting mainly or only around their 
immediate economic interests. But to say that doesn't 
mean we don't base ourselves on those workers; we do. 
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The consolidation of this revisionist line within 
the RU will mean that it is no longer a revolutionary 
organization. Already the people holding that line 

’ are backing. off on the committment to armed struggle 
now, the RU's firm statement of support--for the Black . 
Panther Party, giving concrete support to national as 
liberation struggles, the need to fight against the ; 
consolidation of fascism (they say this is unnecessary . 
because the U.S. is not a developing fascist state), 
and the jmportance of the liberation of women and the 
women’s movement. This is-why we left, because we- 
wanted to be part of a revolutionary. organization 


4 
aT 
end 


developing the line of Red Papers 1,2, and 3, and + \ 
willing to fight around all these issues aaa the . 


--people have all the power. 
But the mistake I made would be ‘equally Acuewisies 
and it is one that people from the student movement 
are very prone to make. In firmly supporting the right 
of self-determination for oppressed nations, we must -- | 
never lose sight of the fact that only the united a 
proletariat can lead. the cea to liberate en i) aa 
people. le ae ere 
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REVOLUTIONARY UNION, 
Also Known As 
Red Union, Bay Area 


Revolutionary Union 


In September, 1968, a source advised that the- 
~~ Revolutionary Union, commonly known to its membership as the 
Red Union (RU);-was. formed in early 1968 as a covert, 
revolutionary, Marxist-Leninist organization ideologically 
-'«" oriented toward Communist China, which it views as-the model 


of the correct revolutionary Marxist-Leninist line as i re 


developed through MAO Tse-tung. The RU advocates the necessity. 
of violent revolution and open guerrilla warfare to overthrow — 
the existing political system in the United States and effect 
radical changes in this nation, and somemembers are collecting 
firearms, explosives, and other weapons and have engaged in 
guerrilla warfare and firearms training. 


| Reese second source advised that the RU 
‘partially surfaced in April, 1969, through advertisements 
in select "Néw Left" periodicals, offering for sale select 
“writings of the RU, including a "Statement of Principles", 
in the form of "The Red Papers". In "The Red Papers 3", 
b7D published in April, 1970, the RU publicly identified five 
; members of the Central Committee. ion of these 
identified members 









d_ source stated the RU 





The RU's published "Statement of Principies”™ ca 
for the smashing of the existing state apparatus by the United 
States working class and the establishment of communism and 
the dictatorship of the proletariat; recognizes the necessity 
of violent revolution and organized armed struggle to achieve 
those ends and calls for the creation of a revolutionary party 
‘based upon Marxism-Leninism as developed through MAO Tse-tung. 
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on@en STATES DEPARTMENT®EPUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





San Francisco, California 
In Reply, Please Refer to : 


File No. January 18, 1971 


_™itle © VENCEREMOS 


Character INTERNAL SECURITY - REVOLUTIONARY UNION 


Reference San Francisco letterhead memorandum 
dated and captioned as ahove at San 
Francisco. 
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All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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This is to summarize: incident whereby 
Venceremos 
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For information. 
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TO Mr. E. S. Mille?’s : 
BIC DATE: 3/28/72 pa ae 

\ 1 - Mr . E. S. Miller pee 

FROM : W. R. Wannallg® : . R._Wannalt ven 
Y¥ f 0470 oo 
ey ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Holmes —— 

SUBJECT: “VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION (VO) HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED — 





IS ~ VO purea-22.08 sista nal |, CAMPB=". 


This is to advise of illegal use of transceiver wef 
by violence-prone VO, a Marxist-Leninist-Maoist organizat ides 
and of our instructions to field relating to evidence of a 
violation of Federal law. 


On 2/29/72 at a VO-sponsored demonstration against 
former Deputy Secretary of Defense David Packard at Palo Alto, 
California, Special Agents observed VO directing demonstrators 
by monitoring, activities of police radios and relaying r. 
instructions to crowd with surplus Government ee ae 
Three street units, a mobile unit and a headquarters unit : 
were used. It is anticipated VO may again use radio equipment 
in connection with scheduled demonstration against Vice President 
Agnew and Packard, who are scheduled to speak in Palo Alto on © 
4/8/72 at the California Republican Convention. ~~ 

‘e 

Use of this equipment without license is in violation” 
of licensing law under Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
jurisdiction, and FCC is investigating. To intercept and devulge 
to unauthorized parties police broadcasts is violation of 
Title 47, Section 605, U. S. Code, within jurisdiction of FBI. 
United States Attorney (USA), San Francisco, has suggested 
Special Agents witnessing such a violation may arrest on the 
scene on the basis of probable cause. Because of extreme 
difficulty in obtaining prosecutive evidence under Section 605, 
we are requiring field to develop and evaluate evidence and to 
obtain Bureau authority before referring to USA. This 
procedure will allow us to make any necessary inquiries of 
Department and also to obtain warrants or an indictment if 
a prosecutable violation is developed. It will also avoid a 
possible incident during a militant demonstration and enable 
evaluation of evidence under calmer circumstances (coordinated 
with General Investigative Division). 
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Memorandum W. R. Wannall to Mr. E. S. Miller 
Re: Venceremos Organization (VO) 
100-462905 


ACTION: 


That attached airtel be sent to San Francisco 
advising evidence of violation of Title 47, Section 605, 
U. S. Code, should be referred to Bureau prior to referring 
to USA and that arrests should be made only upon the 
issuance of warrants or an indictment. 
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This is to advise of plans of the violence- 
prone pro-Chinese Communist VO to "intensify the 
struggle" through the use of stink bombs, Molotov 
cocktails, incendiaries and other devices of violence TC 
and disruption. 




















At a demonstration, the Stanford University 
Pab Alto, California, on 4/21/72, VO members passed 
out a leaflet (attached) urging protestors to “pick up 
the tools of peoples war: the gun, the firebomb, etc. 
and use them’ in response to renewed U, S. action in 
North Vietnam. The leaflet spells out instructions on 
devising "spiders" (contruction staples taped together) 
to puncture the “pigs tires"; stink bombs and liquid to 
be vaporized with firecrackers or shot with squirt guns; 


Molotov cocktails to hurl at a "piece of the Empire." 
With the use of obsenity, additional instructions are “Z 
detailed forcrippling door locks on the "farm" (campus — 
University and "pig " cars, and plumbing. 
BYC 
ACTION: ~ 
For information. Extensive investigation of 
this violence-prone Marxist—-Leninist-Maoist organization 
is continuing. 
pins 
Enclosure Loeb fA 
100-462905 . y EX-444 
DR:emj j . v REC-37. f- ‘ s if 
(6) | ; a ro at 
| : Qe Nt 
‘ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED B may 97 1979 
f Jot regia os VS 08 ME (EHL ele sate 
* Qsv" 
a i agNOv 


aa responge to the rensvad crisnsives of tne forces of liberation in Inecchina, the U.S,— 
Repire hia reneded its a pi ings of North Vietimm. In fact, the borvings have 

gee roachad the highest lev the war. At hone, the Mag @ broke mup peaceful demo- 

rotvrations es arrested 28 ff or pespis protesting sh@ireSwed bord ing. 

WE “UST INTESISIFY-THE S& ne We mact pick up the tools’ of tecole’s war: the gun, the 

Pirevot», etc. and usa them. are area feu tips for intensi fying ¢ tne struggle at Ssanford: 











SPIDERS: Thase neat little coriges wilil puncture any tig’s tlre (or foot). Theytht alten . 

oa an your oun 4 wires, so be careful wher you use then. To ke One, got sono heavy cone - 
tructicn gsaples at a hardyvarsa store, Hook tyzo together ard hold it gtraight up. Take 

pair of Vieo Grips and squeez9 the unser staple together there its curved real hard, 


Then pry the ends apart again. “hen do the game thi ng with tha other staple. When 


you're through, 1% shovld lock like this: 

Do whatever re-bending you nesd to do go = nt ag 
wna % the spidsr will always hive ong prong F1b"10 aa 
pointing straight uv. no matter which my - 22h TSCA GY COMED 


Cie Sorts 






it lands when thrown, et HEREIN 1S UAC ! . 
tao s/oi6 es 
STtINg BCBS: | Tae easiest is cae af those sulphur cardles sold 8 ay axtemiinstors, But its no 


hard to ceok up a far greaterstench on your om with simple, cafe ingrediames that can all 
be bouxzkh in a gamion stopa: Viix four cuncea of sulpour with pers ounces of noted ‘Line 
ina ate DWP OE » Add & etere cf water, heat, and stir umil sulchur is completely eissolved 27. 
the lina, Taks ib off the f 


3ro and let set for a couple of Rours, Tho suichur and liza 
7 ff 
& 


will sin to the bottions os our off the yollez Liquid on top aad carry 1% mrsida., whore you 
add om pound of eulphat wen se Hold your nose, stir for hd? a mime, cover with 
Saran wrepard let sss fee eub half an hour. Then pour off the licuid through a cloth 


8 
? 
a 
filisr imo a bottle, This ie is a guaranteed bit an eny CJP hearing, Acadsric Councia 
wzating, etc. ust swash a bowtle of it, yvororize it with a firecracker, shoot it at 
Hickey with your sa& squirts gui, stc. 


THCESDIARIES: Mix the ener ingrediaxts and let stand for at Jeast 2 hours in air~ 
Sigat container: gasoline (36 varts by voles), ethyl alechoi (ona part by volo-epou can 
nse whiskey or rubbing alechol perfectly wall tco), paydered (Yla ck) laundry soan (29 parts 
for leila seap, 20 for Taka). Don's use deterrents; Lt mast say "se saat! on ths label, 
like Ivory, Lux, ete. What vars making is primitive jellied gasolins; & match wil 

ignite it (16 will at expiode}, and it with stick to na its throm against. 


Fucking up LOCXS: Here's a foolproof exercise to set your mneo x quad into shens for things 
tO coms: Run to your iccal hartare store ard get a tube of Liquid cisel, liquid 2unime, 
ste, Run back to the Fare and squirt tne shit into all the Locks in Aero & Aztro, for 
instance, OGnee the stuff haddengs, the icck mat oe replaced. 


FUCKING UP PIG CARS: Omce you'y: slashed the tires, why not rut a cup of sucar in the gas 
‘Sank? When it hita the carburstor, the motor’s tnorouchly mezced up. ‘Many pigs have 
accked gag caps, bub tnsre 43 still a ‘hole fleet of University vehicles waiting to ba hit, 


Molotoy Cecktails: To ma une th; most famcus people's weapon of them all, got a bottle that - 
“sill break relatively easi 3 ily waen threm (like 2, do wot usa coke bottles!}, Fill a with 
seed 3) vhirds gasoline 6 “One “third oil (which mies is imosaible to put out bh water, eve.) 


twist a viecs of cloth real? tizht and force it into the bottle ag gtoanper»fuss, "When tna 
Gioth is saturated, ionite and hurl it at tha nearest cecbustible piece of tha Enoires 


PEOPLE’S FUSE: A beautiful and d simple little delay fuse is made by tucking a bimeet burning 
eh .garetts into a mtchbook next to tae tives of the mitchos. Cisarette burma can, matenss 
agi ssy Sea BERT Ansther Tenpptey Demat! 29 ah ae thaeete a | 
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FUCKING O GP PLUMBING: Safe, easy sa effective: ik couple of cherry odors down thes 
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This is to secure authority for San Francisco ja 
Office to interview members of the pro-Chinese communist aye 
vO, as opportunities present, in an effort to deter 
violent activities of the militant group and also with 
the objective of developing vitally needed informant 
coverage. 


The VO, a semicovert Marxist-Leninist-Maoist 
revolutionary organization, was formed in December, 1970, 
when the more violence-prone members of the Revolutionary 
Union split to form a new organization_advocati diate 
violence against the establishment, 

the VO advocates immediate attacks upon the "pigs" 
and the establishment and to this end, its members engage 
in urban guerrilla warfare and firearms training while 
accumulating weapons and explosives. The VO is estimated 
to have a membership of 300 concentrated in northern 
California, [a 

cumnil 

San Francisco has advised that planned interview 
of VO members are difficult to accomplish and time-consuming 
because of the subculture life style of the members. As 
the VO has considerable concern regarding informant penetration, 
interviews of members will lead them to believe they have 
been infiltrated and thus deter their participation in VO 

into violence, 


increased 
interviews will not jeopardize his security. San Francisco y 
anticipates interviews will result in potential security , 
informant development which is vitally needed. 


b7C 


This authority for San Francisco Office to inter- 
view VO members, as the opportunity presents, can be 
accomplished without jeopardy to our investigative and 
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Memorandum A, J. Decker to Mr. E, 8S. Miller 
Re: VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION (VO) 
100-462905 


intelligence interests providing the authority excludes 
faculty members, teachers, high school students and 

members under age 18, Although by letter dated 5/18/72 

San Francisco Office indicated it did not contemplate 
interviewing VO members who are students at Stanford 
University, by subsequent telephone call it indicated 

these interviews would be of value, and we strongly concur. 
‘All interviews will be conducted away from campuses and 
individuals being interviewed will be advised at the outset 
of the interview that the Bureau has no interest in legiti- 
mate campus and academic activities. 


ACTION: 


That attached letter be sent to San Francisco 
authorizing it to conduct interviews of VO members, as 
opportunities present, with the exclusion and provisions 
noted above. This authority will be for 90 days, at which 
time San Francisco will be asked to analyze results and 
to resubmit recommendations. 
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Although VO Central Committee members place VO 
membership as slightly over 300, divided about 50-50 between 
Caucasian and Third World, it is the general consensus of 
Speciai Agents working Venceremos matters and the Intelligence 
Units of Police Departments on the San Francisco Peninsula 
that the Third World participation in Venceremos is minimal 
and that Third World VO membership does not come anywhere near 
150 members, U | 

\. 


Despite the claims that membership is open, it 
is obvious that there are a goodly number of closed VO members. 


Bureau will note that with this report, approximately 92 
“as members of 


individua een publicly identified 
Véficeremos. U) 


The most significant thing developing during the 
past several months in connection with demonstrations, both 
at Stanford University (SU) in Palio Alto, and in the Bay Area 
in general, has been the singular inability of Venceremos to 
turn out masses of people. Those demonstrations sponsored by 
the VO, itself, have been small, and despite the violent 
language of VO, have been remarkably free of violent encidents +, 


A certain disenchantment with VO has been apparent 
in the "Stanford Daily" and over KZSU, the Stanford FM radio 


Station. Bureau will note in the d j f the report the 
eaenoomos with VO —— by 


Despite its obvious ineffectiveness, to date, in 
making any real inroads in radicalizing the Peninsula area, 
there can be no doubt but that Venceremos will continue its 
efforts in the field of social agitation and its anti-war 
effort. ; ait 
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has identified an individual, 





During this period, no information has 
of_this offjce indicating subversive activity on the part 
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San Francisco is currently engaged in an intensified 
investigation of ith the view of determining 
whether or not 

pyc. and whether or not 
Bureau will be Kept fu 
investigation. u) 









lly advised of the results of this 


In connection with Venceremos' radio communications 
network, coverage of demonstrations on the Peninsula have 
verified the use of handy talkie radios by Venceremos in 
order to be aware of the activity of the police and in order 
to direct the demonstrators. In coverage of these demonstrations, 
the FCC, San Francisco, has cooperated fully and has offered 
valuable advice to this office in efforts to obtain evidence . 
of Venceremos violations of laws governing radio communications“), 
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Field Office File #: 1000-68932 Bureau File # 100-462905 


Title: VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION peqlburd 
Ciagsified NR OADR 
Roclassify : 
7/3: te 25 4/5: 
Character INTERNAL SECURITY - VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 
Synopsis: 


The Venceremos Organization (VO) continues 

to operate on the San Francisco Peninsula. 
Venceremos headquarters are located at 

1969 University Avenue, East Palo Alto, 

Calif. Identities of members of VO Central 
Committee set forth. [VO membership at present 
Slightly exceeds 300. Identity of 55 publicly 
identified members set forth.'! VO continues to 
publish a bi-weekly official newspaper, "Pamoja 
Venceremos", and the publication of this 
newspaper is the function of the Ministry of 
Information. Venceremos organized into 
collectives and such collectives are located 












University, Menlo Park, Redwood City, South 
San Francisco, and Oakland, California._No 
n_ Francisco, 











Marxism-Leninism and Maoism. Details of 


eer VO set forth. Evidence 
of VO continued bélief in the necessity of 


violent revolution set forth. VO activities in 
the areas of social agitation set Ore EA 
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Formed in December, 1970, the Venceremos 
Organization (VO), also known as 

Venceremos, is a militant Marxist-Leninist- 
Maoist organization composed of third world 
and white revolutionaries operating in the 
San Francisco Peninsula area. The publicly 
stated goal of the VO is to build a united 
front against the imperialist United States 
leading to the overthrow of the United States 
Government by force and violence, armed 
struggle, and urban guerrilla warfare. The 
VO has publicly stated that all members must 
know how to operate and service weapons and 
have weapons available.lt; 


A booklet, "“Venceremos Principles of Unity” (hereafter 
referred to as the VO Red Book), published in December, 1971, 
by Venceremos Publications, carries in its centerfold a picture 
of the VO Central Committee (CC), identifying the following 
individuals as members .of the ceri I fa f3 ya 
a 


i 
AARON, MANGANIELLO, Chairman 


JUAMCFLORES, Secretary " 
KATARINA BAVIS DEL-VALLE, Minister of Inférmation 
SAL . "MINEZ 
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As of May 31, 1972, ing individuals have 
been identified as relating to 
the location of the Oakland collective ° e are) 
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II. MEMBERSHIP 
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A review of public source materiais from July 13, 197i, 


through May 25, 1972, reflects that the following 55 individuals 
have been publicly identified as members of the VO. Identifying |; 
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The RU was founded in early 1968 and is a 
militant, semiclandestine organization. Its 
objectives, as set out in its publications, 

are the development of a united front against 
imperialism, the fostering of revolutionary 
working-class unity and leadership in struggle, 
and the formatkon of a communist party based 
on Marxism-Leninism-MAO Tse-tung thought, 
leading to the overthrow of the United States 
Government by force and violence.';} 
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Additional information concerning VO finances 
is set forth below under publications( U 
IV. PUBLICATIONS \ 
O continues to publi bi-weekly newspaper, : 
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At an anti-war demonstration held in San Frafhcisco, 

California, on April 22, 1972, @ pamphlet was distributed 
captioned "Our Right to Self Defense; The Case of the Chester 
Street Four". This pamphlet deals with four members of the 
VO who were arrested in Menlo Park, California({y }) 
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The "Venceremos Principles of Unity" mentioned 
dditional publications 


above reflect that the following a 
can be ordered from Venceremos Publications, 1969 University 
Avenue, East Palo Alto, Californiasy } 


"Guns § Politics’; the revolutionary's gun book 
| 


"Against Revisionism; A Defense of the Black 


Panther Party 1966-1970" 


“Eree Billy Smith"; the case of a brother in 
the military accused of fragging an officer. 
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Vv. AIMS AND PURPOSES 


Set forth on the following pages is the text of the 
"Venceremos Principles of Unity": 
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(a) 
Introduction 


This booklet contains the Principles of 
Unity of VENCEREMOS. We believe in. these 
principles and constantly struggle to put them 
into practice. This takes a continual remould- 
ing of our beings, from victims of U.S. imper- 
jalism and all its horrors, to communist women 
and men. 

We are a small organization in the embryonic 
stages of a protracted war, waged by the peoples 
of the world, against a monstrous enemy. We 
have no long history with mounds of experience 
to speak from, but the signicance of VENCER- 
EMOS is that it is a multi-national organization, 
collectively engaged in day-to-day practice and 
struggles, bounded by these Principles of Unity. 
Multi-nationality does not mean that our white 
comrades from the exploited masses of the op- 
pressor empire represent a separate nation-state, 
but they are united with and follow the Third World 
leadership that is guaranteed by our organizational 
structure. 


CONFIPRNTIAL 


We know that the people of the world facea 
common enemy in U.S. imperialism, and we must 
use this communion, born from the belly of the 
oppressor empire, in order to gain final victory 
and realize the right to self-determination. Par- 
ticularly here in the mother-country this struggle 
must begin now because of the thorough bombard- 
ment of racism, individualism and chauvinism in 
all its forms. 

“We stand for government by the poor and 
working people. The revolution and the new 
socialist society will be led by the proletariat.” 
We feel that the VENCEREMOS Principles of 
Unity is a working class document. With the 
experience we do have, we know tuat poor and 
working people desire and needa well-disciplined 
organization, capable of leading the masses to 
victory. The five Principles(i National Liberation 
and International Revolution (2) Dictatorship of 
the Proletariat (3) Democratic Centralism (4) The 
Liberation of Women and (5) Armed Struggle, 
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together with the five basic demands and ten 
rules of discipline will help build communist 
women and men equal to just such a task. And 
hopefully, they will steer us away from the 
pitfalls of revisionism which seem to plague the 
revolution at this time and is our greatest 
internal enemy. 

VENCEREMOS hopes that people reading this 
booklet will share with us their comments and 
criticisms in a non-liberal manner. We hope 
that this booklet is of benefit to the revolution. 
We realize that conditions are changing constantly 
and that theories will change as different contradic- 
tions arise. 

We say love to our revolutionary “| 
and All Power to the People. 


1 | Wonge~ate | 


Aaron Manganiello 

Chairman of the Central Committee 
Venceremos 

December 3, 1971 
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I. National Liberation And 


International Revolution 


We live in the era when imperialism is head- 
ing for total collapse and the oppressed peoples 
of the world are advancing toward final victory. 
Today the world proletarian revolution is led by 
the masses of the Third: World -- Asia, Africa, 
Latin America, and the internal colonies of the 
U.S. By waging wars of national liberation, the 
peoples of the Third World advance wave on wave 
against the imperialist powers, led by the U.S. 
These anti-imperialist struggles are objectively 
revolutionary whenever they fight against the main 
enemies of the people, even if they are not led by 
the proletariat and do not have socialism as their 
goal. But they can win liberation for the people 
only if the proletariat is in firm leadership an 
only by establishing socialism. 

‘We who live inside the belly of the beast are 
part of this world revolution against a common 
enemy: U.S. imperialism. Our duties are fund- 
amentally the same as those of our revolutionary 
comrades throughout the world. We must engage 
in any and all forms of struggle against the enemy, 
we must support all those people engaged in this 
fight, we must strive for proletarian leadership 
within the battle and in the establishment of so-~ 
cialism. 
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Within the boundaries of the so-called United 
States, the vanguard force is the peoples of the 
Third World--Black,Chicano,Puerto Rican,Asian, 
Hawaiian, Latino and Native American. The na- 
tional liberation struggles of Blacks, Chicanos, 
Puerto Ricans, Hawaiians, and Native Americans 
are every bit as vital to the victory of the world 
revolution as the wars of national liberation being 
waged by the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America. Every oppressed nation within the bound- 
aries of the so-called United States has the abso- 
lute right of self-determination. This means 
simply that they have the right at any time to 
secede and form a separate nation-state with a 
government of their own choosing. Ali revo- 
lutionaries, particularly those of the oppressor 
empire, must lead their own peoples to support 
this right. 

On the other hand, the Third World people with- 
in the U.S. are the very heart of the proletariat. 
They make up by far the largest concentrated 
groups within the industrial protetariat, the re- 
serve army of the unemployed, and the perman- 
ently unemployed masses. So they are not only 
nations oppressed by the U.S., but also the most 
exploited sections of the U.S. proletariat. As 
such they have the ability to lead all the poor 
and working people of the U.S. in a proletarian 
revolution and the establishment of socialism. 

The strategy for the U.S. revolution is basically 
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this: U.S. imperialism, surrounded by the peo- 
ples of the world, is battered from all sides. In 
the early stages of its collapse, national liber- 
ation struggles emerge within its boundaries. As 
the collapse speeds up, these national liberation 
struggles unfold into an overall revolution of poor 
and working people led by the people of the op- 
pressed internal colonies. 


Within the boundaries of the so-called United 
States, the revolution will be made by an alliance 
of the oppressed nations and the exploited peo- 
ples, bound to each other and to the peoples of the 
world by their hatred of the common enemy and 
love for each other. Therefore it is absolutely 
vital that there be a revolutionary organization 
representing this unity and capable of providing 
unified revolutionary leadership. The revolu- 
tionary party of the U.S. must be truly multi- 
national, for in fact it will be inter-national. It 
must have real and not fake Third World leader- 
ship and it must absolutely guarantee to all op- 
pressed nations the right to self-determination. 


VENCEREMOS, as a multi-national organiza- 
tion made up of people representing the oppressed 
nations and the exploited masses of the oppressor 
empire, pledges itself to serve as an example of 
international revolutionary dedication. Third 
World leadership is guaranteed within our leading 
body and throughout the organization. We are 
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{TODO PODER AL PUEBLO! 


iUNIDOS VENCEREMOS! 


II. Power To The People 
(Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat) 
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committed, with our lives, to revolution and po- 
litical power for the poor and working people. 


ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 


We stand for government by the poor and work- 
ing people. The revolution and the new socialist 
society will be led by the proletariat, the most 
oppressed people--Blacks, Chicanos, Puerto Ri- 
cans, Native Americans, Asian-Americans, poor 
whites, people on the street, all those who must 
either sell their labor to live, live off unemploy- 
ment or welfare, or end up in jail or the army. 

The proletariat must lead the rest of the work- 
ing class and all other people oppressed by US. 
imperialism to overthrow the rich, who now own 
and control all the institutions of the so-called 
United States of America, and seize these in- 


stitutions for the people. 

Only the dictatorship of the proletariat and its 
allies can fully satisfy our five basic demands, 
but we will work to achieve each and every one 
of them through the day to day struggles of 
the people: 


1. DECENT FOOD, CLOTHING, HOUSING, 
WORK, FREE MEDICAL CARE, AND GOOD ED- 
UCATION FOR EVERY PERSON IN THEU.S. AND 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD. 

As the wealthiest country in the world, the U.S. 
has the resources and capability right now topro- 
vide a decent standard of living for allits citizens. 
The rip-off of the world must end and be replaced 
by true international solidarity based on resti- 
tution of the people’s stolen property. Every- 
body has a right to decent, safe, meaningful work. 
We will not tolerate a medical system based on 
profit. We demand an education which exposes 
the lies and oppression created by this currupt 
system, teaches the true heroic history of the 
oppressed people, and allows each person to 
develop their full potential. 


2. EQUAL ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND SO- 
CIAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN. AN END TO ALL 
FORMS OF SEXUAL OPPRESSION. 

We demand equal pay for equal work, free 24- 
hour-a-day child care centers, free and non-dis- 
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criminatory education that teaches our true his- 
tory and the skills we need to determine our own 
destinies, control of our own bodies, including 
birth control and free abortion if desired but 
excluding involuntary abortion and compulsory 
sterilization (genocide). 

There must be an end to discrimination within 
industry, educational institutions, the home, the 
mass media, and ineveryday social life. All forms 
of sexual oppression must end, including all laws 
governing sexual practice among consenting peo- 
ple. 


3. PEOPLE’S JUSTICE. AN END TO THE 
TYRANNY BY THE RICH MINORITY OVER THE 
OPPRESSED MAJORITY OF COLOR AND POOR 
AND WORKING WHITE PEOPLE. 

We believe that trial by a jury of peers means 
that all trials must be held in the immediate 
community, and judges and juries be people who 
live in the community directly. 

We want direct community control of police, 
meaning all police live in the community they 
patrol and be chosen by the community itself. 

We want the mass of people to bear arms, and 
the police, as servants of the people, not be al- 
lowed to bear arms. 

We want al] Third World, working class peo- 
ple, and youth now imprisoned, to be set free 
because the overwhelming majority of them have 
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not been tried by their peers. They have received 
only INjustice from this system. Free All Po- 
litical Prisoners. 

The people must smash all] the forms of deve- 
loping fascism, including the gestapo tactical 
squads, no-knock and conspiracy laws, wire- 
taps, injunctions, grand juries, Red squads, state 
and federal anti-subversive committees, and the 
various brands and varieties of secret police. 


4. AN END TO THE DRAFT AND AN END TO 
A PROFESSIONAL STANDING MILITARY IN THE 
US. 

No one should be forced to fight in the military 
service to defend a racist government that does 
not protect us. We will not kill other poor and 
oppressed peoples who, like us, are the victims 
of U.S, imperialism. 

We support the just struggles of American 
servicemen who are struggling within the military 
against the oppressor. 

To assure freedom and justice in the U.S. and 
the rest of the world, the revolution must abolish 
the standing army in the U.S. and create a Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army that serves the people. 


5. SELF-DETERMINATION FOR 
PRESSED NATIONS AND PEOPLES. 

Within the U.S., the Black people, Chicano peo- 
ple, Puerto Ricans, Native Americans, and the 
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people of Hawaii each constitutes an oppressed 
nation. As such, each of these peoples has the 
right to self-determination. This includes the 
right to form a separate nation-state, if they so 
desire, and to have any and all kinds of self- 
government that nation-states are entitled to. 
If any of these peoples chooses to secede from the 
U.S. empire, we will support their secessionist 
Struggle by all necessary means and with our 
lives. 

There are other oppressed minority peoples-- 
including Chinese-Americans, Japanese-Amer- 
icans, Latinos, Eskimos, Filipinos, etc. -- who 
have the right to control their own communities 
and are entitled to regional autonomy and full 
democratic rights. We pledge to support their 
struggles by all necessary means and with our 
lives. 


WI. Democratic Centralism 


In order to defeat the dictatorship of the U.S. 
imperialists and establish the rule of the oppress- 
ed masses, the proletariat must have a disci- 
plined fighting organization, guided by Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, and made up of 
people who have dedicated their lives to serving 
the people and making the revolution. 

We believe that democratic centralism is the 
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most sensible way (and the best way) to insure 
freedom, while maintaining strong and prin- 
cipled leadership. Under democratic centralism, 
when a decision is made after struggle and dis-~ 
cussion, all cadre must implement it. All cadre, 
even those who at the point of discussion took 
the opposing view, must: strive to understand, 
accept, and carry out all decisions made by the 
Organization. This implies that we have more 
faith and trust in the organization as a whole to 
reach a correct position than in each of our own 
individual selves, and it gives the organization 
the ability to test decisions scientifically. 

We accept Chairman Mao’s statement on dis- 
cipline: 

(1) the individual is subordinate to the or- 
ganization. 

(2) the minority is subordinate to the majority. 

(3) the lower level is subordinate to the higher 
level. 

(4) the entire membership is subordinate tothe 
Central Committee. 


All cadre must promote unity through prin- 
cipled struggle, not factionalism. It is a vio- 
lation of democratic cenii:''sm to bad mouth an 
organizational decision, ref... to carry it out, or 
seek to win over others ins iurigciplc.d manner 
to oppose the decision. it is essentias to the de- 
cision-making process to struggie and do criticism 
within the organization. But ca: re must always be 
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aware that the organization is endangered if we do 
not present a strong and unified will to the public 
and the pigs. 

Some situations will call for decisions to be made 
by those in leadership without consulting cadre a- 
head of time. Cadre must put trust in leadership 
and carry out these decisions on the spot. Crit- 
icize leadership later, not in the middle ofa tense 
situation. 

The leading body of our organization is the 
Central Committee, which at al) .mes is to have 
a majority of Third World membership. The 
Chairman of the Central Committe is Chairman 
of the whole organization. The Chaicman and all 
members of the Central Committee are subject to 
recall at any time necessary. Recruitment to the 
Central Committee is to be based on committment 
out of necessity and love to serve the people. Cen- 
tral Committee members must continually show 
exceptional: 

Discipline-- Willingness to accept criticisms 
and do self-criticism for the betterment of the 
people, the organization, and one’s self. The will- 
ingness to give up personal preferences or grati- 
fications for the fulfillment of organizational du- 
ties. 

Leadership-- Ability and capability to struggle 
in the position of leading and learning from the peo- 
ple. 

Practice (Correct Methods of Work)-- Without 
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revolutionary practice, theory becomes invalid. 
In order to understand which theories are correct, 
we must apply these theories into practice. 


All leading bodies throughout the organization 
must have a majority of Third World people. If 
they do not, they cannot make political-policy de- 
cisions (this does not refer to day to day work 
in the various communities). 

Ideally, every VENCEREMOS cadre would be so 
entirely at the service of the people that there 
would be no need for rules to guide and control our 
behavior. In reality we are not at that place yet. 
Already our most advanced comrades have enough 
self-discipline not to need rules to make sure they 
are not drunk, drugged, stealing from the peopie, 
etc. The time comes in the development of a rev- 
olutionary when we don’t need weed, we don't 
need to get drunk at parties, etc. Comrades, we 
need committed, daring fighters, motivated by a 
great love for the people. To help develop all 
cadte in that direction, all cadre are bound by the 
following rules: 


(1) No member will commit any crime against 
the people and cannot steal or take from the peo- 
ple, not even a needle or a piece of thread. 

(2) No member will use, point, or fire a wea- 
pon unnecessarily or accidentally at anyone. 

(3) When arrested, VENCEREMOS cadre will 
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make no statement, except for name, address, and 
the information required to fill out the basic 
arrest form. Legal first aid must be under- 
stood by all members. 

(4) Members must avoid all non-political ar- 
rests--such as for unpaid traffic tickets--be- 
cause they endanger the organization. 

(5) No member can have narcotics or weed in 
his possession or be under the influence or be 
drunk while doing political work. 

(6) No member may take acid or any psy- 
chedelic drug at any time. No member can use 
speed, downers, cocaine, or any opium deriva- 
tive unless medically prescribed or authorized. 
Any member found shooting narcotics will be ex- 
pelied. ; 

(7) No member can keep any illegal drug in 
his or her home or car. 

(8) Every member will pay dues every month. 


(9) VENCEREMOS cadre are always on po- 
litical assignment to serve the people. Members 
will be expected to accept dangerous and diificult 
assignments, such as joining the U.S. military or 
a local police department, or working in the most 
miserable conditions that our peoples are sub- 
ject to. 

(10) Every member will be familiar with 
these Principles of Unity, Program and Rules of 
VENCEREMOS. 
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1V.The Liberation Of Women 


Women are rising up all aroundthe world. They 
are rising up as fighters against U.S. imperialism 
and against their own oppression as women. Wo- 
men are a marginal work force, the last hired 
and some of the first to be fired, especially Third 
World sisters. They are paid less for doing the 
same work, and in addition have to spend endless 
unpaid hours in household drudgery. No matter 
how hard capitalism forces women to work, they 
are supposed to appear as weak, emotional, ir- 
rational sex objects. This ideal is imposed on 
all classes. 

The men of the ruling class run this society. 
Within each class, men dominate. This male 
supremacy exists on all levels of society. Male 
chauvinism is the attitudes and beliefs that make 
this male supremacy seem reasonable and natural, 
even desirable. Male supremacy and male chau- 
vinism can be completely wiped out only after we 
seize power for all the people. But we can and 
must overthrow both male chauvinism and male 
supremacy within our own ranks NOW. We need 
women to be strong, and we need the leadership 
of women, who have learned about imperialsim 
through their own oppression. Therefore men 
should not try to force women back into weaker 
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roles, and if they do they are only aiding the 
enemy. Women who are not prepared to engage 
in armed struggle are weak revolutionaries. Men 
who are not prepared to engage in housework are 
weak revolutionaries. Men are weak revolution- 
aries if they do not know how to follow the di- 
rectives of women leaders. We cannot allow any 
liberalism toward the examples of male chau- 
vinism and male supremacy we seeevery day. We 
can not Jet them slide by. 

The success of this revoiution will depend on 
equal efforts. Women are one haif and men the 
other half. Neither can win without the other. 
Our Vietnamese sisters have set a vanguard ex- 
ample of women’s role in the revolution. They 
have shown that a strong women’s movement is 
a vital part of the overall struggle towards so- 
cialism. 

In this country, proletarian women are oppress- 
ed both as women and as members of the pro- 
letariat. On top of all this, Third World women 
receive all the same shit that their brothers get 
in racist amerikkka. So they are becoming the 
most dedicated fighters leading the struggle a- 
gainst U.S. imperialism right in the belly of the 
beast. 
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V. Armed Struggle 


The right of the people to defend themselves 
cannot be taken away by anybody. The Second 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution says that 


; the right of the people to keep andbear arms shall 


not be infringed. We believe thatan unarmed peo- 
ple are slaves or subject to slavery at any time. 
Therefore every VENCEREMOS member must 
learn to operate and service weapons correctly, 
must have arms available, and mustactively teach 
the oppressed people the importance and methods 
of armed and organized self-defense. 
Furthermore we recognize the right of revolu- 
tion stated in the Declaration of Independence: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that ali 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain inalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness--That to secure these rights, govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed. That, 
whenever any form of government becomes des- 
tructive of these ends, it is the right of the People 
to alter or to abolish it, andtoinstitute a new gov- 
ernment, laying its foundation on such principles, 
and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
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them shall seem most likely to effect their safety 
and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 
governments long established should not be changed 
for light and transient causes; and accordingly 
all experience hath shown that mankind are more 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than 
to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But when along train 
of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably 
the same object, evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute despotism, it is their right, itis 
their duty, to throw off such government, and to 
provide new guards for their future security.” 

The oppressed people will have power by any 
means necessary. And every day our rulers teach 
us one lesson very clearly: Political power grows 
out of the barrel of a gun. 

We are part of a single world revolution against 
a common enemy. We do not see that our duties 
are fundamentally any different from those of our 
revolutionary sisters and brothers throughout the 
world. 


DEATH TO THE FASCIST PIGS! 
iLA HORA YA LLEGO! 
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Other Publications Include: 


PAMOJA VENCEREMOS; a bi-monthly revolu- 
_tionary newspaper 
25¢ per issue; bulk orders available on request 


GUNS & POLITICS; the revolutidnary’s gun book 
50¢ per copy; 10-100 copies, 25¢; over 100, 25¢ 





AGAINST REVISIONISM; A DEFENSE OF THE 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY 1966-1970 
1-100 copies, 10¢; over 100, 5¢ 





FREE BILLY SMITH; the case of a brother 
in the military accused o 


fragging an officer 


postage only 





Venceremos Publications 
1969 University Avenue 
East Palo Alto, California 
94303 328-4941 
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ENTIAL. following article appeared on page one of the 


"QtSnford Daily", official student newapaper of Stanford 
eee on November 10, 1971: 
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Venceremos Stresses 


‘Centralism’ 


By KEVIN EVIN SMITH 
First of a series ‘ 
(Editor’ s Note: This article is the beginning of a series 
detailing certain campus organizations: how they 
aperate, who operates them, who participates in 
them, and what they do. 
: Today’s article deals with Venceremos—the 
revolutionary organization whose name in Sponish 
means “We Will Win!”’) 
- Venceremos was formed in the summer of 1970 as 
a “Marxist- Leninist revolutionary group. Before that, 
rgost of the Venceremos membership had been in the 
Byown Berets, a militant Chicano organization, fairly 
inactive now, which’ operated somewhat along the 
‘lines of the Black Panthers, © 
* Aaron Manganiello, now Chairman of the 


Venceremos Central Committee, was one of the, 


funders of the Brown Berets, Manganiello explained 
the split by saying, ‘We began taking a more Marxist, 
malti-nationalist position. The Brown Berets were 

oming anti-Marxist and anti-Third World. They 
= Sik us out.” 

* Almost all of the Northern California Brown Beret 

membership joined Manganiello in tie split. 

nganiello said that the Brown Berets were not 
‘Third World” because “they said they didn’t want 
anything to dq with ‘niggers’ ov oven Latins, only 
with Mexican-born Americans.” 

Third World 

The term “Third World” began chiefly in the 
writings of Franz Fanon, a black author, who used 
the term for the underdeveloped countries of the 
world—those in Asia, Africa, and Latin America—in a 
book about Third World revolution entitled The 
Wretched of the Earth. Manganiello said that “Third 
World” as applied inside the United States means 
“people of color.” 

~Manganiello said that he could not give the size of 
Venceremos’ membership for “security reasons,” but 
dié say that Venceremos has grown to one and 





one-half times its original size. As “of now, 
Venceremos is a Bay Area organization with branches 
from San Francisco to San Jose. 


A segment of Venceremos used to bea part of. a. 


national organization called the Revolutionary Union 
{RU). This faction thought that. the RU was 
becoming “racist” and “revisionist.” 

According to senior Don Lee, “They didn’t want 
to struggle. They weren't willing to fight for ‘what 
they believed in.” There was a split with the. RU last 
Christmas. At that time, Venceremos was an 
all-Chicano organization centered in the Redwood 


City area which asked the former RU members to” 


join. 
Local Section 


Bruce Franklir. was one of the founders of the RU. 
when, in the fall of 1967, Franklin, his wife Jane, and 
others saw the need for a’ 
Communist revolutionary organization. Franklin said, « 


a few 


“Our idea was to start a local group which would be a 


local section of what a party would be if there were a ; 


party.” 
They encountered people from the Richmond area 
who had similar ideas. The RU started in California 


and became national in 1970 “when a tot of internal | 
much more extreme,”” 


contradictions became 
according to Franklin. 

“The split occurred because,” said Franklin, 
“there was a contradiction on the question of Third 
World leadership. All had the original agreement that 
the national liberation struggle would unfold into a 
proletarian revolution. We felt that they. were 
lowering the importance of nationalism and directing 
themselves toward white workers. 

Principal Contradiction 

“Third World people are principal members of the 
main contradiction. We don’t believe that the 
principal contradiction is between the bourgeoisie 
and the proletariat under the capitalist system. We 
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ake class is not in the same position . .. there’s 
no real pressure on the white working class to go 


above the economic relationship.” 
The people of Franklin’s viewpoint became more 


and more upset that the emphasis within the RU was _ 


’ being placed on white working class leadership rather 


than Third World leadership. The split came because 
“St was more and more like two organizations pasted 
together,” said Franklin. 

The nationalizing of the organization hastened the 


split. According to Franklin, “Decisions affecting a. 


small number of people began affecting the whole 
revolutionary movement. o 
«” The RU -had been working with Venceremos 


people for a long time. The RU faction favoring Third: 
World leadership felt that their connection with RU 
was inhibiting relations with Venceremos. “There 


were a lot of tensions,” Franklin said. 

Thus the group that split off from the 
Revolutionary Union joined Veneeremos less than a 
month after the split. 

Venceremos Splits ‘ 

There was also a split within the Stanford branch 
of Venceremos last summer. According to an article 
in the Daily of September 27, “About half of the 
Stanford campus contingent. . - left the organization 
this summer and re-emerged as an ‘intercommunal’ 
subgroup of the Oakland Black Panther Party.” This 
group is known as the Intercommunal Survival 
Committee (ISC) of the Black Panther Party. 

The split was between those people (the ISC) who 
wanted to concentrate on community service. projects 
along the lines of Huey Newton’s Black Panthers and 
those members who felt that the resistance or 
military aspects of the “fight Apna imperialism” 
were primary. 


_8 directive, but it still must be carried out unless the’ 


~~ Manganiello explained that he feels Democratic 
Centratism is a better system than the’ mosi. 


frequently used alternatives: complete mais or 


complete. democracy. 

__Mao, in an oesay entitled “On mn Cartecting') 
Committee further:' “(1) “The 
subordinate to the majority; (3) the lower level .is 
subordinate to the higher level; 
membership is subordinate . to the 
Committee.” a 
' The Committee's followers implement its decision, ; 
immediately and mandatorily. The people have: a 
form of redress jn that they can question and ctticlos 


Central Committee decides that the criticisms. are; 


’ valid. Mangantello felt, however, that one of the*’ 


_ leaders 


the organization. — 


Venceremos has five saute ‘of unity: @) The a 
(2) Democratic” : -. 


One of the manifestations of this split was that 


ISC members did not spend time working on behalf 


. of Bruce Franklin during the suspended professor’s 


hearing. They felt that there were more important 
things to be done, such as fighting to free people on 
death row. 
Central Committee 
Two-thirds of the Venceremos Central Committee 
is Chicano. Venceremos is a Democratic Centralist 
organization, which means that the members must 


_ follow the instructions of the Central’ Committee, 


which in turn must be responsive to the. people who 
eject it. 

The most important function of the Central 
Committee is solving problems, the solutions of 
which tie in correct applications of Marxist, Leninist, 
and Maoist thought. — 

The Central Committee’s second task is generating 
the “correct” political position. At a later time, 
Manganiello feels this wii take primary importance. 
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Black Panthers’ faults is that one.or two sili i from 
above tell everybody what “the line” is. 


Unity Principles ee 
There has been some Central Committee tumover. 


Six to eight people have come and gone from the 
Committee. Manganiello explained that the Central 
Committee is not necessarily comprised of the best 
leaders. It might be more important to have the best 
in one’s own geographic area on the 
Committee. Each area is represented by at least one 
member. All of the Committee members are known 
(open), but there are unknown sana ‘members in’. 
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dictatorship of the proletariat; 


Mistaken, 
Ideas in the Party,” expiaing ‘the concept of a Centrdl.: 
individual Ee 
subordinate to the organization; (2) the minority is.” 


(4). the’ entire’ 
‘Central, 


Centralism; (3) Liberation of women; (4) The neet~* : 
for an armed struggle; (6) National liberation and the: —— 


right of seif-determination. 
The Venceremos' philosophy is perhaps bet’ 
summed up in the phrase “Power to the People” 


Members believe that revqlution is vital in t§is” « 
country because, in Lee’s words, “In this county, 


there is a ruling class who hold power over not orfy 
the people of this country, but also over the people 
of the world. Russia is also an imperialist countty. 
The People’s Republic of China is in fact a Peopi¢’s 
Republic. We believe that Mao has done a lot to 
inform the peoples of the worid a great. deal ang 
conducting a revolution, 

“Venceremos and the whole  revolutioi 
movement are growing incredibly rapidly. People 4 
getting more and more tired of the shit they have. 
put up with every day. The people are realizing that 
the channels of change held out to them by the ruling 
class in this country are a joke, a hoax, a frafd. 
They’re saying that it’ 's gonna take a revolution fo 
straighten things out.” = 
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1. "On Commitment -- Students and the Revolution" 
by NILO TAYAG, dated 10-11/71 


TAYAG is identified as an imprisoned Filipino 
revolutionary. in this article “Commitment” is defined as 
"A form of awakened consciousness,, not simply given to words, 
but alse to a continuous and whole-hearted struggle in order 
to realize our principles". | 


{ 


"Let us reflect on whether we are prepared to 
sacrifice all our time, not only Saturdays and Sundays, but 
also the whole 24 hours of the day and the 7 days of the week 
in order to accomplish our aims. Are we ready to sacrifice 
our property, and above all, our lives? It is indeed surprigin 
if we would refuse our time and property, while at the same 
time declining our readiness to sacrifice our lives for the 
revolution." 


2. An 18 page article, "Let Us Uphold the Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat and the Proletariat Democracy" -- 
"Korea Today", Pyongyang #157, 1971 Foreign Languages Publishing 
House, Democratic People's Republic of Korea. 


3. "“U. S. Economic Crisis Grows Deeper", Peking 
Review #51, 12/18/70. 


4. "One Divides Into Two" -- 
"China Reconstructs", Volume 20, #4, 4/19/71, 
page 27 

This article shows that "the law of contradiction 


in things, the law of the unity of opposites, is the basic 
law of materialist dialectics”. 
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13. 
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A four page document "Communist League Position 
on the Lumpen Proletariat" 


"Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society" -- 
Selected works of MAO Tse-tung, Volume 1, 
Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1967 


"On the Question of Stalin" -- 
"Comment on the Open Letter of the Central | 
Committee of the CP SU (II)", Foreign Languages | 
Press, Peking | 


"Revolution Means Solving Contradictions" 

by LI Kuo-tsai, Peking Review #16, April 16, _ 
| 
| 


"Factory Courts" -- V. I. LENIN, Collected 
Works, Volume IV, 1898 - April, 1901 

Second Impression, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 
1964 


"History of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union (Bolsheviks)" -- Short course (conclusion) ) 
International Publishers, New York, 1939 

"The National Question", GEORGE THOMPSON, 

China Policy Study Group, "Broadsheet", Volume 7}, 
#12, dated 12/70, London 


"Resolution on the Negro Question in the U. S." 
CPUSA, 10/30 


"Correct Programme for Building a Contingent 
of Proletariat Intellectuals", Peking Review #12, 
3/20/70 


"Democratic Centralism: Basis of Relations 
Within the Revolutionary Party", Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, Amman, 1969 


“Theory of ‘Combine Two into One' is Reactionary 


Philosophy for Restoring Capitalism", Peking 
Review #17, 4/23/71 
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17. "Who Transforms Whom? A Comment on Kairov's 
‘Pedagagy''', Peking Review #10, 3/6/70 


and states in part, "...After seizing political power, the 
b2 proletariat must turn education, which is an instrument for 

bourgeois rule, into an instrument for demolishing this rule 
b7c and for completely eliminating the bourgeoisie and all other 
b7D exploiting classes...." 


This work deals with the class character of “the YG) 


cont WIN "On Strikes", V. I. LENIN (Op.Cit.) | 
( 


18. “The Proletariat and the Peasantry", GBQHGE 
THOMPSON, Op.Cit. 


h_on the followin ages is the 
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VII. EVIDENCE OF BELIEF IN 
FORCE AND VIOLENCE CONPNDENTIAL 
Armed struggle as one of the Venceremos Principles 
of Unity has been set forth previously in this report( & ) 


d former member 


Qu 


in a discussion 
state a ow quite large 
e stated that 


enceremos advoca illa warfare 
and believes in eliminating "pigs". In further discussing the 
violence-prone RU, he described the RU as being pacifists in 


connection with the VO. Ky 
VB |___}, 
7 (v) WW 
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In connection with the raid on the VO pad at 
107 Chester Street, Menlo Park, an article in the "San Mateo 
Times", a San Mateo, California daily newspaper, on September 22, 
1971, reflected that two weeks previously AARON MANGANIELLO, 
leader, had attended: a meeting of the Menlo Park City Council, 
at which time MANGANIELLO was quoted as saying, "If the Menlo 
Park City Council and th police want a war here in your 
backyard, you'll have itera). 








The "Palo Alto Times”, a daily newspaper published 
jn Palo Alto, California, on September 3, 1971, page l, 
published an article entitled, ‘Guns, Bomb Device, Menlo 
Police Seize Arsenal", which declared in part as follows: \! ) 


"A bomb timing-triggering device, 10 guns, 
several thousand rounds of ammunition and reams 
of revolutionary literature were seized by 
police at 1 a.m. today at 107 Chester St. in 
Menlo Park. 

"Menlo Park police also arrested Morton (uj 
Newman, 28, a laborer for a food-liquor manu- 
facturer, and Mrs. Eleanor Kaplan, 29, an ; 
assistant professor of psychology at California 
State College at Hayward. 
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"Both were booked for investigation of 
possessing a bomb triggering device. Newman 
also was booked for investigation of bran- 
dishing a weapon and obstructing an officer. 


"Both were to be arraigned this afternoon 
in San Mateo County Municipal Court in 
Redwood City. 


"Cizanckas gave this account of the seizure 
and events leading to it: 


"On Wednesday at midnight a middleaged 
couple was walking on the 100 block of Chester 
and was confronted by four black males who 
came from 107 Chester. They demanded $25 from 
the couple. One of the men threatened the 
couple with a snife. The two people were 
released unharmed when it was found they had no 
money. They reported the attempted robbery. 


"Shortly afterward two Menlo Park police 
officers went to 107 Chester St. to investigate. 
They were met at the door by a woman who said Vi 
she was Mrs. Flores. She said she knew the 
black men but would not discuss the case. A 
man who identified himself as Newman joined her, 
armed himself with a shotgun, refused to let 
police enter and threatened to shoot police if 
they did. 


"Franklin arrived on the scene with 25 
persons and demanded an accountings by the 
officers. The officers left. 


CHARGES 


"On Thursday, the San Mateo County District 
Attorney issucd misdemeanor warrants aguinst 
Newman and Mrs. Flores. Both were charged with 
interfering with an officer. Newman also was 
charged with brandishing a weapon. 
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"Newman was arrested Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Menlo Park Police Department when he 
appeared there to discuss the investigation 
with police. Franklin and 25 supporters appeared 
at the station again to demand that police give 
an accounting. 


"On Thursday at 5:30 p.m. police and two 
deputy district attorneys returned with a search 
warrant for the shotgun brandished by Newman. At 
that time they saw the bomb timing device. 


"After obtaining another search warrant for 
the timing device and other possible weapons, 
police returned at 1 o'clock this morning and 
seized the arsenal, located in closets. 


THREE OTHERS 


"Police said they would seek complaints 
against three other persons who live at the 
Chester Street address with Mrs. Kaplan and 
Newman. They are Susan Flores, 27; Geraldine 
Foote, 20; and Bruce Pollock, 25. _ 


"Police Chief Victor Cizanckas said he is 
working closely with state and federal authori- 
ties to determine if the group and their asso- 
ciates belong to a paramilitary organization and 
are in violation of state laws. 


"Cizanckas said he has evidence that the 
residents of the house are either members or 
supporters of the Black Panther Party and 
Venceremos, a revolutionary organization in 
Redwood City and Palo Alto. 


"An attempted street holdup of a middle- 
aged couple triggered a series of events which 
eventually led to the arms raid, police reported. 


"During the investigation lcading to the 
seizure, H. Bruce Franklin arid ahaut 25 
supporters appeared once at the Chester Street 
address and again at the Menjo Park Police 
Department to demand an accounting of the case 
by police, GCizaickas said. 
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"Franklin, an avowed Maoist revolutionary, 
is an associate professor of English at Stanford 
University. He was been suspended and the uni- 
versity is seeking to fire him for alleged leader- 
ship in campus disruptions last year. 


"Police said they seized a sawed-off 12Z-gauge 
shotgun, an M-1 carbine, a 22 caliber rifle and 
two, 30 caliber rifles, four 45 automatic hand 
guns and a 38 automatic handgun. Also seized were 
several thousand rounds of ammunition for the guns, 
telescopic sights, and gun maintenance equipment. 


"Thirty books and pamphlets about guerrilla 
warfare and gun maintenance were seized. They 
included "Encounter Ambush", published by the 
Black Panther Party; "Unconventional Warfare 
Devices and Techniques" by the Department of the 
Army and "Guerrilla Warfare and Marxism," by 
William Pomeroy. 


"The bomb detonation device consisted pri- 
marily of a battery wired to an alarm clock." 


The "San Francisco Chronicle", a daily newspaper 
published in San Francisco, on September 5, 1971, reported 
"Gun Cache Suspects Accuse Police" as follows: 


"Members of a Menlo Park group arrested 
durine a police search for weapons admitted yes- 
terday they are a well-armed but circumspect 
revolutionary organization. 


"The group, according to an attorney spokes- 
man, will ask San Mateo County District Attorney 
Keith Sorenson this week to charge police raiders 
with felony counts of 'malicious procurement of 
search warrants, armed robbery, and theft." 


"Yesterday, Newman and Aaron Manganiello, 
chairman of the Menlo Park based Venceremos, left 
no doubt police were correct in a belief that 
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Newman, Mrs. Kaplan, and Mrs. Susan Flores, 
another resident of the house, are Venceremos 
members. 


"They admitted it to reporters and 
expressed wonder at why police should look 
askance at the 10 guns in the home. 


"Manganiello quoted from the 'Venceremos 
Principles of Unity,' which state that every 
member ‘must learn to operate and service 
weapons correctly and must have arms avail- 
ables««' 


"Newman also admitted he had carried a 
shotgun to the door to confront police and 
had ‘chambered a round' in the weapon. 


"But, the laborer added, he had inquired 
first of the officers whether they had a 
search warrant." 


b7C 
publi 
have identirie emse s members 


of the Venceremos Party. 


as been identified 

b7C by as a member of the 
Venceremos Party. 

b7D 


The Black Panther Party (BPP) is a black 
oxtremist organization started in Oakland, 
California, in December, 1966. It advo- 
cates the use of guns and guerrilla tactics 
to bring about the overthrow of the United 
States Government. 


joy xe 
b7D 
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"Pamoja Venceremos", Number 9, September 10-24, 1971, . 
official publication of the VP, discussed the searches at 
107 Chester Street, Menlo Park, and declared in part as 
Eon OM a, 


\ "VENCEREMOS 
STATEMENT 


Venceremos believes and practices that the 
people must join together to seize power over 
our lives. We realize that the present State 
does not believe in people's power, and we 
understand that we must organize and defend 
ourselves. We will not subject ourselves to 
fascism. We demand that the city government 
not be a part of fascism reaching into our 
daily lives through wrecking our environment 
(Willow Expressway), wasting our money (taxes 
and assessments for war and useless projects), 
taking away our jobs, discriminating against 
Third World peoples, the poor, and the young 
- and then harassing and jailing us for 
resisting. 


We demand that the Menlo Park City Council 
see to it that the police recognize the (u 
rights of the citizenry. It is clear that 

the police are trying to convince the people 

that only the police, and not the people, 

have rights. 


Chief Cizenkas says they're investigating to 
see if Venceremos is a paramilitary organiza- 
tion, etc. We not only think - we know - that 
the Menlo Park Police Department is part of 

a Military Organization that conspires to con- 
trol the populace all over the world by what- 
ever means they can manage: "peacetime" draft, 
bombs, napalm, chemical and biological warfare, 
fascist court systems...." 
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'"(1) We demand that the Menlo Park Police uphold 
laws already in existence against illegal 
entry and for our right to defend our homes 
against such illegal entry. 


(2) We demand that the police be disarmed because 
they should not be allowed to brandish their 
guns in attempt to gain illegal entry (not to 
mention their other threats to basic rights 
and life). 


(3) We demand that the police give receipts at 
the time of search for all property taken 
from the people. 


(4) We demand that the police provide on-the-spot 
information about legal rights in cases of 
search and arrest. They must first carefully 
state the conditions which allow search and 
arrest before any action is taken. P Ay 

(5) We demand an end to police propaganda aimed * 
at disarming the people by convincing people 
that it is illegal to own guns, that it is 
illegal to own a shotgun sawed off to a 
legal length, etc. 


(6) We demand an end to police censorship-- 
propaganda that tries to scare people by 
convincing us that it is illegal to own 
legal revolutionary and leftist (not to 
mention other) literature. We have all our 
lives been denied the truth (see the Penta- 
gon papers). We demand recognition of our 
right to knowledge, past and present. 


(7) We demand an end to political-economic arrests. 
These include all arrests based on race, income,- 
and politics. Arrests around vague terms like 
"paramilitary'"’ and "conspiracy" do not hold up 
even in our court system and are only a means of 
harassment and punishment for beliefs not 
popular among the ruling elite. 
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(8) We demand and investigation into the racist 
practices of the Menlo Park Police Force. 
Why are black people always suspect on the 
west side of Bayshore Freeway? 


(9} We demand that we be allowed to be present 
and observe during any and all searches of 
our property. 


(10) We demand that people be allowed to call 
legal observers before a search begins 
(including searches of cars stopped on the 
road). 


(11) We demand that all the charges against the 
people at Chester Street be dropped, and 
that all the property stolen from them by 
the police be returned. 


Power To the People? 
VENCEREMOS!! 1" 


Also, ..."There should be no question about the 
police purpose in blowing this case up into a 
matter of arms caches, piles of ammunition and 
explosives. We've already seen the beginning 
of a long series of fascist Grand Jury “invest- 
igations" of other revolutionary organizations 
and without doubt we expect that this will be 
extended to include Venceremos as well as other 
revolutionary organizations in this area. By 
creating a pre-condition of fear and hysteria 
among the people, the state hopes to gain 
support for a series of illegal Grand Jury in- 
vestigations. It is crucial to get this 
straight: 


It is the state which stands to gain from first 
creating and then capitalizing upon fear of the 
masses who exercize their constitutionally 
guaranteed right to keep and bear arms. / 1} 
UB! 
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he right of the people to keep and bear | 
arms is Clearly stated in the Second | 
Amendment of the United States Constitu- 


& 


tion. And it is this right that we must 
and will defend. 


The events at the Chester Street house are 

not isolated incideiuts and we should 

expect to sve more and more of such 

illegal raids and busts. These events are , WU } 
part of the same crisis which in the capi- * 
taiistic svstem has forced the Vietnam 

war, the woge-price freeze and the increas- 

ing oppressing living conditions of poor 

and working people within the U.S. These 

are the very same conditions dictating the 
ruling class to disarm the people and 

destroy «ail groups, especially revolutionary 
gcoups ." 
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"py", #11, dated October 7-21, 1971, on pages 17 and 
25, carried an article "Red Squad Harassment" by Amanda Noble 
of Venceremos. The article ends, "We've got to start fighting 
back now. We've got to defend ourselves and our brothers and 


sisters against these fascist pigs or we'll have nothing left 
to defend. \, } 


% 


"SHOOT TO KILL 
SHOOT TO LIVE 
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE" 


\ 

i 2 
Es 

{ 
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ey furnished a list of various pamp 
on the VO pad at 107 Chester Street, 


Menlo Park, on September 3% 
1971. This list is set out 


on the following pages; 1, \ 
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1. "Explosives and Bomb Disposal Guide" by Robert R. Lenz 
(Book on sabotage) 

2. “Special Forces” Handbook January 1965 
(ST 31-180, paperback — an special warfare) 

3. “Ambush and Counter Ambush” by Panther Publications 
{Paperback book on ambushes 

kh, “Unconditional Warfare Devices and Techniques” by Dept. of the Army 
(TM31-200-1, book) 

5. "Explosives & Demolitions” by Dept. of the army ~ Combat Bookshelf | 
(Paperback book, F¥G-25) 

6. “Demolition & Materials" by Dept. of the Army - Combat Bookshelf 
(Paperback book, 79-1946) 

7 “The Garand” by Dept. of the Army - Combat Bookshelf 
(Book.on care of rifles) 

8, erie! ‘all by Dept. of the Army - Combat Bookshelf 
Book 


9. "Fundamentals of Small Armes” by Dept. of the Army ~ Combat Bookshelf 


(Book, TM9-2205) 

10, ee Warfare & Marxism” by William J. Pomeroy 
(Book 

LL. «0.45 Automatic” by American Rifleman 
(Pamphlet, reprint) 

12, "Military Rifles" by American Rifleman 


(Pamphlet ) 

13. "Mossberg for Accuracy” 
(Pamphiet ) 

14. “How To Sight In A Telescopic Sight" 
(Pamphlet ) 

15. "Counter Sniper Guide" 
(Pamphlet ) 

16. "British Textbook of Explosives" by The Combat Bookshelf 
(Pamphiet ) 

17. "U.S. Cal. .30 Carbine" 
(Pamphlet ) 


18. "Clausewitz on War" by Anatol Rapoport 
(Paperback book) 
19. “HoChiMinh on Revolution” by Bernard B. Fall 
(Paperback book) 
20, oa to Modern Gunsmithing” by Harold BE. MacFarland 
Book 
21. "Selected Military Writings = Mao Tse-Tung" 
(Book) 


22, “How Guerrilla Fighters Could Win The World” by The War of the Flea 


(Paperback book) 
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"Pistols and Revolvers" by Joseph F, Smith 
(Book) 
"Home Gunsmithing Digest" by Tommy LiBish 
(Book ) 
"Guns Illustrated 1971" 
(Book ) 
"NRA Illustrated Firearms Assembly Handbook Vol. #2 
{Book ) 
“Small Arms of the World" by Joseph E, Smith 
(Book } 
"Special Forces FpPreign Weapons Handbook" 
(Book) 
"Firearms & Self-Defense A Handbook for Radicals Revolutionals 
and Easy Riders" 
(Pamphlet ) 
"Incendiaries" by Department of the Army 
(Handbook ) 
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dated November 5-11, 
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© severe new bills to restrict firearms 
ownership were proposed in the Con- 
gress recently. 

One by Sen. Philip A. Hart (Mich.) 
would abolish private ownership of hand- 
guns entirely within half a year if passed. 

Another by Rep. John M. Murphy, of 
Staten Island, (16th Dist., N.Y¥.), would 
require all owners and buyers of firearms 
or ammunition to obtain a $1 Federal cer- 
tificate after giving detailed personal and 
firearms data. 

_- the Hart handgun bill would limit pos- 
aession of revolvers and pistois to law en- 
forcement officers and sectstity guards. All 
' private owners would be given 180 days to 
sell their handguns to the Government at 


“a fair market value.” After that, they 


would be subject to up to five years and a 
$5,000 fine. 


Senator Hart said ne envisioned Ais hi! 


oa Rh meuseré fo curb vitent grins. oa,s 


mudtet wit hondan.s 


hottie i * a. % ‘ ‘ 


Best copy meee F MEN TIAL 


The Murphy Bill, H.R. 11005, would 
vequire all owners and buyers of guns or 
ammunition to obtain certificates of eligi-* 
bility from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in actuality, the ATFD.: Applicants would ’ 
have to give name, address, date and, place 


.of birth, social security or taxpayer iden- 


tification number, and the make, caliber or 
gauge, model and type, and serial number 
of every firearm possessed or purchased by 
them, Also necessary would be the name’ 
and address of the seller and ¢ te of trans- 
action. : 


For any gtin owners not wishing to fal: , . 
flow. this procedui:, H.R. ‘+305 would pro- 


vide for amaest: periods and for compen 
sation for, fir riasturned in to. the ATFD > 
Federal law enforgement agents and mili-, 
iary, in their oficial capacities, would be 
eaempted fron) the certification proce- 
Gye, Resnana of Scrat cag coapara- 
ys tg ead ethidsa de 8k Nabe tp De 
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The “Palo Aito Vimes" of January 6, 1972, On page 3, 
Carries an article captioned, "Franklin Reaction, ‘Weil, I 
Hope for Violence’.”’ BRUCE FRANKLIN was interviewed in ur) 
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connection with his recommended dismissal from the Stanford 

University faculty and is quoted in the article as saying, 

“Whatever happens, it is not enough", When asked to assess 

the potential campus violence in response to his dismissal. 

The article goes on, "When asked if he expected violence on 

campus to resuit from the recommendation, he replied ‘Well, 

I hope....that's a very violent place'.' Franklin said that 

Stanford University's complicity in the war in Vietnam was 

a form of violence, and added, ‘In the fact of counter- 

revolutionary violence, there has to be revolutionary violence'." :{} 
The article goes on to state that, "With Franklin 

at the press conference was Aaron Manganiello, Chairman of 

Venceremos. Aliso present was Franklin's wife, Jane. She 

carried a carbine which she said was unloaded. ‘Our analysis 

is that's where political power comes from', Franklin explained 

of the weapon.'\, \ 


The minutes of the Palo Alto City Council meeting of 
January 3, 1972, reflect that pre-emption legislation concerning 


eee = ao . = ee = 


to bear arms and the right of armed and organized self defense. 
These notes further reflect that the following individuals, 

all of whom have begn publicly identified as members of the VO, 
addressed the Coprfcil and spoke against gun control laws: \\ \ 








ho spoke of police repression and 
é right to bear arms 


b7c [sti‘“C;CsCédi za a prepared statement on 


poke in favor of the right 


referred to the New York City 
ivan Act and spoke in favor of the right 
to bear arms } 
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ee of the New York Sullivan Ae 
law and against gun registration 1 

4 [spot bout self defense and the 
\ bai right to bear arms 


it 
, An article in the "Palo Alto Times" of February 3, 
1972, on page 4, captioned "Guerrilla Theater Impassioned 
Speeches Failed to Sway Foothill Trustees on Gun Course", 
stated that trustees of Foothill College refused to re-offer 
a gun handling course for women in spite of a double-barreled 
verbal assault by a group of 40 persons, including members 
of Palo Alto Venceremos, a revolutionary organization. The 
article goes on to state that CINDY KARP, a student at Foothill 
College, said the course should be made a regular part of the 
curriculum. She was quoted as saying that" poor and working 
people in Palo Alto, Mountain View, Sunnyvale and Cupertino 
are threatened and have to protect themselves from crimes and 
police repression." . 


Mrs. SHELLEY DUBOSE, a former Foothill student, was 
quoted in the article as saying, "We know you're not going to 
learn to shoot guns because that's where power comes from.) ) 


On February 8, 1972 
furnished a copy o e 


following throw-away which was pas out 
campus on February 7, 1972. According to two 
police cars were victims of a spider at White Plaza, Stanford, 


and a third at the Stanford Shopping Center. 4 ) 
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Kae 3 Lyme unre oet : = FEES y ‘ 3 : cate, : oa 
~~ Spider is the name for a neat. device. ae 3 * Grab: the ' -Now flip the whole thing over 
meade of two sd heavy construction - ~ top Staple eva it's ‘curved, with _. and do the same thing to the 
taples,. | -They' re made so that any | 28 “a vice grip and squeeze it to- m * other staple. The finished 
lway they're thrown they sit on a’ a , - * pether-hard (it takés some strength). oo will look like this’ 
trong tripod of points and one ' Now take a-screw driver and pry 
Bob ticking Straight up. That's the one - . the squashed staple's points out~-. 
™ that screws up the tire which ‘ward, As soon.asS you can, grao 
rarives over it. : _,' the points’ with- pliers and oend . “yo 
4 them out.. It will look sort of 
Here's how to make them: ° a like this ’ oo 






Pick up some heavy construc- _ 
tion staples--medium length 
(about 1" long)--they cost avout 300. 





per pound, Hook two of them together... When you'r ne, you shoulc 

and hold them straight up. be able-to th it and have one 
‘spike straigh every time. 
It's not a ve ancy weapon, br 


neither are a lot of the weapons 
used by the Viet Cong 

Only use spiders on enemies of 
the people! 


Spider: 


The Black Bidow 
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"py" dated February 21 - March 6, 1972, on page 17,~ 


carries an article, "Guns and Politics", by KENT HUTCHINGS. 
This article is devoted to a discussion of various weapons 
at gun shows and points out that the price of guns at the 
gun shows has gotten out of hand, and that the only place 
left to buy a decent weapon at a fair price is through 
private want ads in the papers. HUTCHINGS pointed out that 
"buying through the want ads also means that you don't have 
to sign anything and the government doesn't know how many or 
what kind of weapons you own.” \\ ) 


' The following editorial note appeared on page 1 of 
‘py"" dated March 7 - 20, 1972: °: 
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(EDITORS NOTE: Venceremos encourages 
peosle-wit® are victimized by thé pigs, 


like this couple was, to use every means: 
possible to fight back and make it expen- 


Sive, embarrassing, and even dangerou 
fdr the pigs to continue with this kimi 
off behavior. We realize that the judi al 


.rg@medies (courts, law suits, etc.) pro~_ 


vided by the legal system are largely 
unavailable to poor and working peo-., 
ple, because they are expensive,in- — 
convenient, and not anywhere near ad- 
equate-otherwise the pigs wouldn't 
be able to pull this kind of shit. 
That's why we recommend that people 
obtain and. learn to use weapons to de- 
fend their homes against illegal entry 
in the first place. Beyond that, people 
can organize mutual aid groups (on 

neighborhood or larger bases), le~ 

1 defense funds, anti-faeciam dem~ 

strations, ete. No individual is 
a match for the ‘armed might of the 
State, or for its overwhelming bureau- 
racy, but no-state can stand against 
the righteous anger and determination 
of thé imasses of people, pci aey 
organized. Venceremos!) Lo 
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"py" of February 6-20, 1972, on page 2, contains 
the following article: ,. 
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(Meuar Cilpping In Spuce Beiow) 

LISTEN PIG! 

You killed one of us Thursday evening, 
March 9th. You killed a 15-year-old +3 
black brother. You deliberately and con-, ° 
sciously rested a .357 magnum on a fence 
and fired into Gregory White's back, 
wtih no warning shot and no warning yellg 
You made him bleed to death when you s 
didn't let that black nurse help him as 
he was lying on the street. You killed 
him because of your racism and created 
a lie to cover it up. You said you 
heard another shot first. But witnesses 
say there was no other sho t. You took 
deliberate aim. 

We all know that 

We know that all you pig forces are 
ah accupying army which doesn't work in 
otr interests. The main reason for hav- 
ing pig forces in America is to protect 
the property and lives of the rich 
whites and giant corporations that try 
to control our lives and the lives of 
people all ovedr the world. ; 

The black community signed a petition 
demanding that the police force must be 
under community control. Whenever ihird 
World people and poor and working people 
try in any way to get together and bet- . 
ter our lives, we always have to beat 
the pig off our backs. Because those 
|} rich white folks made laws that ars 
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vounkry, chey need pigs te keep control, 
A young black life means nothing to 
those "law makers." Kill that boy, kill 
that nigger, kill anyone who's poor, 
TRird World, who works, who's fighting 
back. But the people have had enough. 
We're saying "no," like people all over 
the world are saying "no." The people 
are petting it together. We've set up 
a Community Police Patroi to fellow you 
to every "incident" you go to, to make 
sure you don't kill and bruralize any , rary ba ij 
more béaak xneople, and to make Swethe CONE i iy AL 
people know their rights when you try to 63 uA , as ~ 


ao! 
———— 
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Best copy available 





harass them. lf we get complete communi- 
ty control of you pigs you'@heve>to 

lige in the community. That way you'l 

kndw people as people, not just as 
"ngggers'"’ and you'd be less willing to. 
britalize and kili your greene 
especially when they could turn around 
and deal with you and your home any ti 
you got. outcof dine. To live in pur 


communi ty would ‘make you understand the 
“a man robs because he has no job and 
because. you pigs keep pushing heroin and 
other heavy shit into our community and 
because some men have been pushed so_ 
hard they have to fight back-~even if ~ 
it's mistakenly against his own people: 
sometimes. 

You're trying. = divide us but you | 
caf't becauge if we! re black, we a black, 
iff we’ re brown we're brown, if we're 
popr we're poor, and if we' re warkers 
we're workers. And if we're any ‘of 
these, we Rag you're our common enemy. 
and so we're united against you as 
long as you. @¢xist to serve the interests 
of the rich. - 

in order to fight you our unity must 
grow, and it does every time you kill or 
‘prutalize one of us. We've explained 
things to you for centuries, but no 
more. Don't be surprised 1f we stop 
talking and start acting-~by any and 
every means possible. Your pig forces 
are being run out of Vietnam and we 
learned well from our sisters and brothers 
in Nam, Cuba, China, Africa and Latin 
America. You are dying and we'll do 
everything possible to speed up that 

eath. Eventually we will have a people's 

my to protect us from you racist, 

ney-grabbing pig oppressors--and this 
xmy wiil emerge from people in our 
communities and be the main settler-of- 
disputes within our communities. And 
there will be no more murdered brother 
like Gregory White. 

AN UNARMED PEOPLE ARE Siecle 
SLAVERY AT ANY TIME! : 

ALT POWES TO TEE PEOPLE! 64 
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'PV" of April #-15, 1972, on page 15, contains ee! 
continuing column "Guns and Politics" by KENT HUTCHINGS. 
This column states, "If you read the history of the U. S. 
you'll find that EVERY major struggle ultimately came down 
to a question of whether or not the people were ready to 
get dows with the hired guns of the ruling class. 4) 





"So that's why Venceremos is armed. That's why 
we believe that 'political power grows out of the barrel of 
a gun' if \ \ 


The article goes on to point out various projects 
in which the VO is engaged, and goes on to state, “But behind 
all our projects are our guns. Every member of Venceremos is 
required to own a weapon, to know how to use it, and to know 
when and where to use it. .' . 


"If we weren't armed, we would have all been arrested 
or raided a long time ago."\\ 


Concerning the above-mentioned Chester Street arrests 
on September 3, 1971, an article, "Bomb Trial", appearing on 
page 10 of the "Advance Star", Burlingame, California, on 
April 19, 1972, reflects that the bomb trial of MORTON NEWMAN 
and BRUCE POLLOCK has been postponed until June 2, 1972, 
awaiting a decision by the appellate court on the defendants' 
motion that evidence against them was illegally obtained by 
the police. || | 


i 


iduals were observed 
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The following arvicie appeared on page one oz the 
"Stanford Daily", issue of December 2, 19713 \,, 


10 Sentenced 


Ten radicals received fines aud suspendea jail sentences ' 


for misdemeanor convictions arising out of the April 9 
sit-in at the Stanford Hospital. a 

All 10 pleaded guilty to two misdemeanor charges. They 
were sentenced by Judge Sidney Feinberg of the Paio 
Alto-Mountain View Municipal Court. 


Among those sentenced were Assisian. German 
Professor Juan Flores and John Dolly, the former Medical 
Center technician whose grievance hearing recently ended 

_ with the panel recommending that he be reinstated aad 
given back pay. 
ores received the most severe penaliie: cf the ten, He 
was given a 120 day suspended jail sentence, three years’ 
probation and a $315 fine. The remaining probationary 
periods ranged from one to twa years while the suspended 
sentences last from 15 to 30 days. Fines between $95 and 
$250 were given. 

The hospital sit-in arose from the firing of black janitor 
Sam Bridges. Damage caused by the violence that followed 
a-30 hour sit-in totaled $100,000. 

Sentenced with Flores and Dolly were University 






b7C 


[ _ifnave been publicly 











\ a “Teale fo 
students Dougherty, Kathepef§’ Kurtz,’ and Philip 
et Lind, former Stanford employees Devers Satisky and Mys.' °: 
’ ‘Barbaxe*Mooney as well as Tobias torre, Edward. 
_#Mangones, and Jacqueline Montoya. Satisky and Mooney,” 
were fired for their involvementin the disturbance. ng 
In addition to the 10 sentenced since Jast Friday, five. + 
other people, including Bridges were given suspended jail. | 
sentences, probation and fines lasi Wednesday. Five others 
involved in the Hospital disturbance face sentencing — 
tomorrow on their felony convictions. AO Raed 
The sentencing of John Keilch, a former fbrary: 
employee fired for his role in the riot, was continued until... 
December 6. The case of Jean Hobson, unsuccessful. 
candidate last year for Palo Alto City Councilwoman, was 
continued until December 10. ey 
Judge Feinberg said that the conditions of the lates 


probation sentences are that each person “shall not engage ( 

in any unlawful assembly, unlawful demonstration or sit-in 

nor shall he instigate, aid or abet any such assembly.” 
The 10 were also prohibited from engaging “in any. — 

illegal acts of force or vioience directed against the person 

or property of others.” 
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The following articie appeared on page one of the 
"Stanford Daily" of June 27, 1972: ©: 


Internal Security Investigation 





Venceremos Cited 


In House Report 


Examiner police reporter Ed - 


By GLENN GARVIN 

Venceremos and the Revolutionary 
Union, two Bay Area Maoist groups, 
are a potential threat to national 
security, the House Committee on 
Internal Security said yesterday. 

The HCIS, issuing a formal report 
after more than a year of investigation, 
said that the two groups were the 
strongest revolutionary organizations 
in the country. 

Both have been active in and 
around the Stanford campus, with 
Venceremos playing a _ particularly 
active role in campus politics A 

. number of students, staff, and faculty 
are members of the latter organization, 
which grew to its present strength 
after a large faction split from the 
adam Union (RU) in late 
1970. 


While there are no known RU 
members on the Stanford campus nght 
now, a number of Stanford graduates 
are active in both groups, 

Leaders 

The report includes a list of several 
revolutionaries the HCIS claimed were 
leaders of the two groups, including: 

—recently dismissed English Prof. 
Bruce Franklin, who San Francisco 





‘contain 


Montgomery said, in a story last night, 
“was the principal overseer in the 
acquisition and stockpiling of 
weapons”, 

—former Stanford worker Aaron 
Mangianelio, active in this area for a 
number of years, whom the HCIS 
called ‘‘an advocate of violence”; 

~former hospital worker John 
Dolty, now in jail for obstructing a 
Sherift’s Deputy on campus in 
February, who wes fired by the 


hospitai last Friday; '—: 
~—~former TER B. 
who ef 2? o&> Ghar fned Daily in fall 


and >... juarterts cf Zouu-i961, and! 
chis wife Mary Loypbeimed “exipemely — 
radical and mili fe Bye be 


commiitee. Montgomery  claimét 
Barry Greenburg was “the only known 


paid official” of LU. 
—Mii herry, once involved 
with tH€ Roman Catholic community 


at Stanford, who split first with RU 
and then with Venceremos. She now is 
a member of the iIntercommunal 
Survivat Committee of the Black 
Panther Party. : 

‘Secret Apparatus’ 

_ The report also said the two groups 
“secret apparatus” for 
“assassinations, robberies, and 
sabotage,” according to Montgomery. 

“I don’t want to play the game of 
saying ‘no, we don’t do that’,” 
Mangianello, chairman of the 

Venceremos Central Committee, told 
the Daily last night. ‘““We admit there is 
secret apparatus as necessary. If they 


have any evidence, let them show it.” 


reenberg, 
\ 


i OS sa 


__ that ‘really pissed 


2 Was : 
\ decision-maker, as the HCIS reported. ~ 
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Mangianelio said the report would 
mean “more- police harassment and, 
more people losing their jobs like. 
Bnice [Franklin] but I think we're. 
strong enough to weather that.” vb 

He said he hadn’t seen a copy of : 
the HCIS report, but that “The thing > 
we off [in the: 
Montgomery story] was that the pigs - 
think the same thing a lot of 


'. revolutionaries do, thinking that the 


organization started when Bruce 
joined. j 
[Montgomery’s story claimed 


Franklin founded the organization and 
said he was still the “principle. 
organizer.”’] = 

“Everybody thinks that because. 


. you're white and a professor all these 


niggers and spics are going to follow 
you,” Mangianello said. 
He also said while John Dolly has 
“done good work” for the group, he 
not an upper-echelon 
‘Much of the report was based on 
the testimony of FBi agents Lawrenc®.. 


Goff and his wife, who Montgomery. 
claimed infiltrated both groups. But 
Mangianello said that was incorrect. 


“They were never in Venceremos,” 
he insisted. “They were people in San 
Jose in and around the movement. Of. 
course, you’li have to ask RU about 
involvement with them. 


“I think that history shows that 
any organization that reaches a certain 
level of really serving the people gets 
smashed by the state,” Mangianello 
said, explaining why the report was. 
issued. “It’s a yardstick in measuring 
the success of serving the people. 
We're an enemy of the state.” 

But he added that “I would say 
that the oppressed masses are more 
dangerous than any revolutionary 
organizations.” : 
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In connection with the Menlo Park Police Department 
arrests s Street, previously mentioned in this 
report, Menlo Park Police Department, on b7C 


September 3, 1971, furnished a document titled, "SUMMATION OF 
PRACTICE OF PALO ALTO-MENLO PARK AREA" which was located 
among other papers found at 107 Chester Street. The following 
is abstracted from this paper which represents a summation of 
practice of the VO during the period December, 1970, until 
July, 1971, the period since the VO split from the RU and 


became an independent organization. The first page and one half 


of this paper is devoted to laying out the background of 
struggles in Palo Alto and describes Palo Alto, 


"as a good example of the way U.S. imperialism is 
developing. It is the center of am economic area 
which stretches roughly from Redwood City to 
Sunnyvale ... and has been developed consciously 

by some of the biggest imperialists in the world ... 
as the center for U.S. domination of the Pacific 
Basin." 


The paper goes on to discuss United Front organizing 
and states, 


"United Front politics is not compromise politics; 
it does not mean uniting with all those who can be 
united if we water down or hide our politics; it 
does not mean Liu Shao-Chi's line of uniting with 
the middle and backward elements. 


"United Front politics is uniting with whatever 
forces will link up at any given time for a certain 
purpose as long as we maintain our principles 
unfailingly ... 


"We need to study theory that we know is valid--that 
has been proved in practice: the theory of Marx, 
Engles, Lenin, Stalin, and Mao Tsetung..." 
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The paper then goes on to discuss Venceremos activities 
in various spheres of life in the Palo Alto area. The first 
organization discussed is the Palo Alto Tenants Union (PATU). 

The discussions center around various PATU efforts to defeat 
plans to build the so-called Superblock in Palo Alto, an effort 
which led to a change in the Palo Alto City Council leading to 
the election of a liberal mayor. The discussion points out 
that Venceremos ran a Venceremos candidate in the Palo Alto 
City Council Election, JEAN HOBSON. Concerning HOBSON's 
campaign the paper states, 


"We used the campaign as a forum for our politics, 
knowing full well that winning isn't really 
winning. And we know that the fact that 3 out 

of the 4 City Council openings were won by 
liberals is only a partial victory. As a matter 
of fact, a victory of liberals can lead to a 
dangerous situation where the liberals can use j 
their position to isolate the left." 


The paper points out that 800 people voted for 
JEAN HOBSON, who ran as an open communist revolutionary. 
The paper critizes itself for not having enough open VO 
cadre working in PATU, and it was decided that VO needs at 
least one comrade in each neighborhood council. 


e next issue discussed is Palo Altans Against the 
War (oa) a ao the paper states, 


"PAAW was started mainly by PATU and Venceremos 

cadre, following a rally we organized in downtown 

Palo Alto after the invasion of Laos in February... 

An anti-imperiaiist -analysis of the war and 

Palo Alto's involvement in it was laid out, and 

the people dug it. We organized several actions, 
at the phone company, Hewlett-Packard, the 

P.A. Times, etc. But we were not able to keep 

these actions lively. We began having touble 
finding things for people to do. That sentence 
shows where our error was. We failed to listen 

to the people to find out what they wanted to 

do, synthesize those ideas, and act upon them..." | 
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“Most community people and the the working 
people involved dropped out, leaving only 


Venceremos cadre ... and a few advanced 
people ... 


"We did better work building for the April 
and May actions, but by this time PAAW was 
a paper organization. It no longer exists." 


The next organization discussed is the Citizens 
Against Willow Expressway (CAWE) and states, 


"CAWE was formed last year to fight the 
proposed Willow Expressway, the key link 

in the Stanford Trustees' plan to bring the 
workers in to work and send them out again 
at night... 


'Our work in CAWE has had right errors. 

With propaganda written by Venceremos cadre, 
CAWE waged a well-organized campaign to 

elect left liberal BOB STEPHENS to the 

Menlo Park City Council, a victory that 
surprised normally motionless Menlo Park... 
Our cadre are well integrated with the people 
in CAWE, but the openness of politics is not 
there. Two cadre functioned for a long time 
as closed members; they probably should have 
been open from the beginning. We did not 
push anti~-imperialist politics hard enough." 


The next issue discussed is Child Care and states, 


"The first child care meetings at the beginning of 
the year involved many women, including many working 
women. The working women were interested in 

moving militantly, and some would have seized the 
old pig station in downtown Palo Alto, a 
centrally-~located convenient place for child 

care. But the struggle got side-—tracked into 

legal maneuverings by our own vacillation and 

by petty-bourgeois women who kept applying to 

the Planning Commission for use permits... 
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"Venceremos cadre did some g s its with 
the petty—bourgeois women... Many of them 
came to respect our comrades. Yet this 
seeming respect did not interfere with their 
renouricing any iink with Venceremos when it 
seemed to them to help their position with 
the Plenviing Commission... 


"The primary task now for tnose comrades 
working toward a child care center or 

centers in this area is to mobilize advanced 
people in the community, particularly working 
women, to set up a concrete program which 
serves this basic need of oppressed and 
exploited peopie..." 


Another section of this summation is devoted to 
The Streets and states: 


"This summer we decided to involve the masses 
more in putting on the weekiy concerts. We 
also decided to wait for the masses to take 
the initiative in combatting the 11:00 curfew. 
The level of militancy is rising downtown. We 
have to be careful not to tail it. 


"A major concern on the streets was the 
explosion last summer of hard drugs in the 
streets. That has become our major focus 

this summer. We pian a propaganda campaign 
around speed, smack, etc., leading up to a 
struggle to force the city to respond to drugs 
as a social rather than criminal matter. 


"We are becotiing well integrated with the people 
and aré gaining experience, particularly at 
resolving contradictions among the people. 
Collectively, we have a good struggle attitude... 


The next item discussed is the newspaper "“PAMOJA 
VENCEREMOS" and poirits out the need to use the paper. as an 
organizing tool. In connection with the discussion of the 
newspaper, the following is of interest: 

"(9) Defense of the office 


"Some of that strutcing cuaes out in the way some 
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in careless handling of equipment, danger to 
other comrades, and just plain infantilism. 
There is no excuse to have a chambered gun 

in that office until the enemy is there. There 
will be plenty cf warning for time to chamber. 
Equipment should not be lying all over the 
place. It should be put away where comrades 
know how to get it. Instructions should be 
given about defense as they are given about 
production. 


"On the other hand, some comrades do not take 
defense seriousiy. Particularly at night 
those of us at the office must know where 
things are and how to deal with any.‘situation 
that comes up. Let's shape up our defense 
policy." 


The next item discussed is Legal Defense and the 
Law Commune. This portion of the paper goes into the 
necessity of setting up a bail fund for individuals arrested 
in demonstrations and gives specific instructions as to 
the proper procedure to be followed when arrested. 


The paper goes on to state, 


"There is criticism that 'the only people 
being busted in actions over the last five 
months have been cadre.' In the first place, 
that's not true. In the second place, the 
revolutionaries are going to continue tole 
the ones most arrested. We are going to be 
in the forefront of action, and that is the 
price we pay. Comrades working on Legal 
Defense should combat the uncommunist idea 
that coming to the aid cf communist revolu- 
tionaries is not serving the people as.much 
as coming to the aid of someone who is not 
yet a communist. Legal defense is a form 
of self-defense that we practice for each 
ather as we practice defending each other's 
homes and lives... 
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"Mainly in Legai Defense we need to understand 
why we are fignting. Our actions-~all our 
actions~-should be political and therefore 
politically defensible. Our arrests should be 
political arrests. And our fight in the 

court must be a political fight not a legalistic 
fight. Comrades, we who take risks may suffer. 
That is a fact of life for a revolutionary. We 
must at ali times pluck up our courage and defy 
the enemy... 


Another item discussed is jails and states, 


",..But we must serve also the people in the 
prisons who never had anyone really to nelp them 
in a legal situation, who have already been 
railroaded through the fascist, racist courts, 
and are forgotten by the public and their lawyers, 
existing under the most oppressive conditions. 


"These prisoners know they are oppressed, they 
do not need us to tell them that. Their“hatred 
of the pig is already well-developed. They 
already relate to armed struggle. They are a 
revolutionary force... 


"Letters from prisoners to PAMOJA VENCEREMOS 
show that the newspaper is perhaps our best 
means of organizing behind bars. If only for 
them PAMOJA VENCEREMOS is worth all the effort 
we give to it." 
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The last area of discussion is On-The-Job 
Organizing. The paper points out that, 


"In every collective there are people with jobs. 
We have teachers, factory workers, people in 
electronics, restaurants, shopping center stores, 
whatever people can do for a living... 


"The Central Committee has asked for all 
comrades on-the-job to write work reports 
right away." 


The paper ends with a summation of the strergths 
and weaknesses of the VO during the period and points 
out that it is the object of all Venceremos cadre no 
matter what area in which they occur to link particular 
struggles to general struggles; the general struggle being 
to expose U.S. imperialism and the repression of the 
poor and working class masses. The report praises the 
attitude toward struggle as follows: 


"The best work of our organization has been 
done through struggle. It is only through 
struggle that we can apply theory to practice 
and figure out if things work or not. We 
haven't limited ourselves to one form of 
struggle. We have participated in ad often 
led militant street actions, militant 
demonstrations against the war, and electoral 
struggles--..." 


The paper points out te main weaknesses of the 
VO practice as being a failure to take Marxism—Leninisn- 
Mao Tsetung Thought seriously and a failure to use M-L-M 
as a tool. 


In connection with the PATU, mentioned above, 
one of the main activities of the PATU during the period 
June through May, 1972, has been trying to defeat the 
building of a new Holiday Inn in Palo Alto, and 
Venceremos has participated in this effort; particularly 
in the circulating of petitions for - anti-Holiday Inn 
in "PAMOJA VENCEREMOS". 
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In the latest iecus of “Ss Ttemno,” che Foothill Colleee Chicano nevapapers, 
John Velasques eent an opun iacter co Dr, Semane in which he ennouxced chat he was 
terminating his employuwent as Multi-Cultural Co-ordinator. Oae of tiie veasons he 


gave for hiv resignation was, "I think it is falr to s at this coliege hes 
failed to serve the iocal Chicano community.” CONF ENTI AL. 

We think that it is fair to say that Foothiil has me but 
the interests of local corporations lika Hewlett-Packard, Moffett Field, Varian,etc. 
When students demanded that Foothill take more classes into the community, rather 
than forcing people to come to the campus which is inconveniently located, the col- 
lege responded by offering more classes at local corporations. The vast majority of 
courses offered were thinge like, "data-processing” and business management. 

It ig no coincidence that Foothill, which is located near Stanford Industrial 
Park, serves corporate intereats rather than offering relevant education to its stu-} 
dents. This has been the role of junior colleges since they were set up. In fact, 
this is che role of our educational system in general. 


We are told that we should go to college, get a degree and then we,will be 
able to get a better job. But who is that really true for? Supposedly, en AA degree 
like the one you recaiva from Foothiil will help you get a low-level position in 
management. However, it has been proven that for a woman or a Third World man, it 
is almést impossible to get a job in management even with a degree. 

And if we apply for a job in labor (assembly line work), a degree is detrimental 
to us; we will be told that we are over-qualified. 

With the unemployment rate rising as it is, the junior collese now has a new 
function. For the wan or woman just graduating from high school or the veterans 
zetting out of the service, the junior collepse serves as a place to keep them buay’ 

or a few more years before they get in the job market. It keeps them greaming of 
bright futures a little while longer. , 

Obviously, if the function of Foothill is to get people better jobs and there 
arg no jobs, it is not serving the real needs of its students. 

That being the situation, it is clear that "education", its purposes and role(y 
in our lives has to be redefined. We go all the way through school and come out 4 
knowing nothing about our bodics (that "privilage’ 3is reserved for doctors); knowin; 
nothing about the law (that is reserved for lawyers); knowing nothing about our true 
hisjory as poor and working pecpie. We don't even learn how to cope with problems 
that arise in running a‘home or car (thus we are forced to rely on plumbeys, car- 
penters, mechanics, ete.) Education shouid include all those things. 

Someday, when we are able.to take control of our own lives, institutions /like 
Fogth4ll will have to offer us the “ind of education we need rather than ‘th ind 
of, edusation corporations want us to have. Until that time, and in preparation for 
that. time, the people have to set up aiternative programs for themselves. That is 
what we hope the "Community School” will be. : 


We had a lowg struggle over the fact that more peopla were not involved jn 
the formation of the school. We understand that it is not the role of revolutiozr- 
aries to go to a community and say,"You need this or you need that." On the other 
hand, it 16 obvious ta those of us who live in the Mountain View, Palo Alto, East ' 
Palo Alto conmunities and to those of us who attend Foothill that the needs of dur 
communities sre not being met by Foothill. So we are offering this school as a beg- 
inning, & base that we, as & community, can build on. It is our hope thst more peop- 
le will get involved in working with the School and running it to meet their own 
needs. 
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Marxism:- Leninism | CONFI NTIAL 


When someone advecstes revolution, the question is always~how? People 
who are op»reased need concrete tools in order to change the conditions that 
oppress them. One tool has proven to be the best in transform'ng a dying 
society into a developing socialist society. That tool is the people's use 
of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse*Tung thought. China, Cuba, and Vietnam are 
strong examples of the changes that the people can effect in a society if 
they put tois system of theory into practice. The struggles of the oppreseed 
in this country need that guidance too. Ir this class we will try to under- 
Stand how larxism-Leninism—Mao Tse~Tung thought can be applied to change 
social rezlity here, as well as study how it is being applied by the people 
in mary cointries throughout the world today. 


Aaron Manganiello 
Chairman Central Committee Venceremod 


National Liberation~ Struggles in the Third Worid 


Revolution is the main trend in the world today. Ail over the world 
“Oppressed peoples and nations are fighting for national, liberation. This (u) 
course will study the revolutions in Viet Nam, Latin America, the Middle 

East, Africa, the internal colonies of the U.S., etc. None of these strug- 

gles should be seen as separate struggles, but as a world revolution against 

& common enemy--U.S. Imperialism. Hopefully this course will help people 

develop, or at least expose people to an international perspective, which is 
impossible to develop within the school system or by reading the pig press. 


Venceremos 


SEW 


Nutrition 


The nutrition class is offered because in America we are bombarded 
with advertisements of non-nutritional foods. When entering a store we 
see introductory offers to things we don't need. 

In this class we hope to work collectively to teach each other about 
good nutritional foods from many cultures. 

Also we hope to teach about what vitamins are necessary and which 
parts of the body they affect. 


Bob King 
People’s Mocicel Coacer 
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Community Action: CONE ici\ i [AL 


This course is for those of use whose knowledge of the Mountain View 
community is limited but woula like to find out about and get involved in 
what's going on. The knowledge of what’s going on in Mountain View is 
particularly important with the tax-cverride coming up. Moui:tain View will 
be hardest hit by the tax-override while it gets the least scrvice from 
Foothill, A ee 

We will be attending different community meetings such «.s City Council, 
School Board, Community Action meetings, etc. Once we get seme idea of what 
dircetion te teke, we'll be able to offer our services, a8 a group, to Ghee 
Community. 7 





Shelley DuBose 


Revolutionary Communications Network 


s 


One of the tasks for people struggling to change soctal conditions is 
learning how to pass on information, ideas (theory), and practice (what we're 
doing). lu 
We'll look over radical and revolutionary newspapers and try to ser- , 
tously puany journalism. We'll also look at.the daily newspapers and see 
what they're doing. 
The main part of the course will be on writing, and we'll approach 
writing in terms of organizing, as a tool for organizing. 
We'll see if we can bring the things we write in local newspapers 
which are trying to serve the people: papers at Foothill and in the 
community, like Pamoja Venceremos. Maybe, we'll see a need to start 
something new. 


i i Jeff Youdel 
Guerrilla Theater € ra oudelman 


A class for anyone 

i who is interested in get- 

“ ting together, finding 

| out what struggles are’ 

oming off, and educa-~ ? 

ting the people to them 
“Khrough the experience 
of improvisational thea- 
ter. You don't need any 
acting abilities, just 5 
the desire to inform i 
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Pri Bilis d Societ “It is only a matter of time until 
risoners an SOCLeLy the question of the prisoners get 


to society vs. society's debt to p 
the prisoners is injected force- CONFRENTIAL 
fully into national and state pol- 

itics, into the civil or human 

rights struggle and into the con- 

scivusness of the body politic." | 
Eldridge Cleaver 1965 

A society can justfully be judged by the men and women inside the walle 
of its jails and prisons. Increasing numbers of inmates are relying on 
help from people on the outsice. We have a great deal to learn from the 
prisonere and most of them really depend on us for support and communication 
with the outside world. This class will establish contact with individuals 
at various prisons end jails and find out how we can be of service to them 
anc their families. On weekends we will visit various prisons in California. 
Possitilywe can set up a program for inmates coming up for parole. We will 
also examine the cases of current political prisoners such as the Soledad 
Brothers, Angela Davis, Ruchell Magee, and billy Smith and work for their 
defense. The class vill not have the teacher-student structure. We will 
learn through our collective practice and study. 

Should be read beicre the first class meeting: Soledad Brother (The 
Prison Writings of George Jackson), Soul On Ice by Eldridge Cleaver, The 
Right To Kil], by Ruchels Yagee (Available from the Berkeley Tribe at 
1701.1/2 Greire St., Berkeley, Calif.) 





{ Cindy Karp 


Racism | | | | (u) 


Kacisom has historically teen used to keep poor and working white people 
divided form Third World people in the same economic conditions. For oppressed 
white prople to gain litcration, we must fight alongside and under the leader- 
chip of our brothers and sisters in Thiyd world communities. 

ke are systematically taught racism by the public school system and the 
mass media. As a mewber of a multi-national organization, I have learned that 
it is possible to combat racism while working under the leadership of Black 
and Brown people. However, overt instituticralized racism must be dealt with 
as well as personal rsecist iettitudes. 

We will be exploring ways in which to take concrete action against dis- 
crimination. At the sane tine, we will study the history of racism, its econ- 

‘ omic and sccial jmplications. e 
Shelley DuBose Venceremos 


For more infermation call 





493- "1676 
322-5102 
964-5884 : 
Sandy Peterson 964-8652 =a : 
Foothill College 948-8550 (If yeu cali #Bothill, you cshosla lusve a messace 
with Jegd Thatcher for sneiley Duiose) 
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"py" dated February 6-20, 1972, carried an 
article reflecting that DOUG GARRETT was the Venceremos 
candidate for the Palo Alto School Board. One of the 
demands made by GARRETT, the article points out, is an 
eduation that teaches true history of oppressed people 
and allowing each person to develop their full potential. 
The current school program is criticized as being totally 
isolated from the reality of the world situation. (u) 


It is noted that the Palo Alto Times reported 
that DOUG GARRETT was an unsuccessful candidate in the 
election to the Palo Alto School Board and that he garnered 
only 6 percent of the vote. ', \ 


The following article appeared on Page 7 of 
"Pv" on March 7 - 20, 1970: Wo 


conti ACTUAL 8&3 





fd 


: . 
: a | 
* (Mount 









ae o: oe ' gS 


Doug Garrett, a member of Venceremos, 
is running for the Palo Alto School Board. 
Venceremos is running a candidate be- 
cause we feel that it's critical to ex- 
pose the one-sided education that is-be- 
ing taught in the Palo Alto schools. Mao 
teaches us that: 
"To be one-sided and superficial is' 
at the same time to be subjective. For’ 
all objective things are actually inter- 
connected and are governed by inner laws, 


but instead of undertaking the task of re- bat this plague. 


flecting things as they really are, some 
people only look at things one-sidedly 
or superficially anc know neither their 
iaterconnections or their inuer laws and 
so their method is subjective." 

An example of this one-sided educa- 
tion is that in English classes when stu- 
dents do book reports, "form over con- 
tent" is what's important. When reading’ 
The Grapes of Wrath, a novel about the 
Depression, “people are not taught about ; 
the struggles of the working class to sur-' 
vive. 

We feel it is also important that the | 
struggles of the students and the people | 
of the community be represented on the | 
Board. 

"Doug attended Palo Alto Schools for 
12 years and has been involved in many 
student struggles. He was a member of . 
the United Student Movement and took part 
in the student strikes of 1969. He helped 
form the Bay Area High School Students' 
Union. He was also one of the founders’ | 
of the Class Struggle, a eo onety ! 
student news: newspaper. 

Because of this past practice, we fee 
that Doug as a good understanding-of—what 
students' needs are, 
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One ‘of the main things “en ~we_are at 


ta lum, what is being 
tau ERE TAk: it, and what is 
the sourcdfoP their Tasuledee, As com: 


munists we feel that theory and practice 

go hand-in-hand. Not having one to back | 

up the other is incorrect. Students are +te-) 

taught in history classes that a people 

are not capable of governing themselves ~ 

that is why we need “American democracy." 

That is their theory. Their practice is 

what Nixon's regime 1s doing in Viet Nam! 
Drugs are very common in Palo Alto 

schools. We feel that the school board 

has done very little if anything to com— 

They wouldn't .ewentake 

a stand and-sepport the action items on 
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DOUG GARRITLT of VENCEREMOS 


the Task Force Report. What's needed in’ 
the schools is a factual drug education 
program. No more scare tactics! People, 
have to be taught the true cause of drug 
abuse, which is the alienation that stems 
from a capitalist and imperialist soci- 
ety and world. Drugs are a direct attempt 
by the ruling class to divide the people. 
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Earlier this week an il-year-old avowed Com- 
munist announced he would be running for the Palo § 
Alto Unified School District Board of Education. 


The Journal customarily holds off til the last rain- § 
: ute its endorsemenis for candidsies seexiny pubic | 
+ office, but we feel we can preity sately pre: det ve § 
will not endorse any avowed Communists, such 93/f 
Dour Garrett claims to be so we don’t heliove we ére F 
breaking the spirit of our last minute endorsement | 
custoin by discussing this particular candicate. i 

So long as Garrett openly says what he is, we § 
don’t even believe it is necessary to dwell on the paint, § 
and his canaidacy is not even the point of tus wdi- | 
torial, aithough it did provide us with some inaviration. 

The point of this egslarigs is to urge the peanls § 
* of Palo Aito to think seriously about the kind of rani- 
> cal elements which are acuve in their community, § 
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Young Garrett is a local person, educated in local § 
‘ s@hants His father is the hone of the local MeGovern 8 
? for President campaign. Palo Alans should asi thom: 
: selves how it is that a youth from Pale Alito should | 
become a Conimunist. He is a prosuct of We eysicm. g 
«If the system is turning owt Communists, then per- y 


« to change the system. 


That Doug Garrett is not alone in his radicalism @ 
- is readily apparent to anyone who has observed, even # 
“for a short time, the radical activity which abounds § 
in Palo Alto. Even the Palo Alto es Council seems & 
3 to have been infected, as we noted a few weeks ago in § 
4 an editorial on this page. > & 


We are gnite certain that the great majority of § 
{Palo Alto residents are not radicals or Comrmunis's. i 
| But we are also certain that the great majority of Pato & 
i Altans are gradually losing control of Palo Alto to the 
{radicals and Communists by default. One sad result of 
. this inactivity by Palo Alto’s “‘silent majority’ is that 
: by being the most vocal, the radical cicinents eed 
‘the able to create the impression &nong public 
ii cials that they represent publ'e cpinion in Pats a 
‘ it was Eaumund Burke wiio igimayked, “AU that 
tis necessary for evil to triuraph is inat goud men do j 
nothing. * Lot’s start hearins irom the good guys be- ij 
fore Palo Alto goes the way ci Besneley 
‘omemessamen ctren wen 


wise 4 


that many poor and low-income working peo- 
ple have been forced to leave Palo Alto. 
Because of the latest anti-war forums 
that went on in the high schools, a stu- 
dent movement is growing in rere Ane ‘a- 
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Another area of VO interest, as pointed out 
previously in "summation" paper, is in Prisons. e 
following article appeared on Page 2 of the "PV", Number 10, 
dated September 26 — October 6, 1971: \; 
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Best copy available 


Attica Prison is in an all-white town in | 
$ upstate New York. Blacks and Puerto 
Ricans make up over 50%. of the prison 
population and the guards are all white. On 
Thursday, September 9, over 1000 of 
Attica's 2237 prisoners took an active 
part in a revolt that shook the foundations 
of the American penal system. The bro- 
thers scized control of the prison, took 
38 hostuges and issued a list of demands 
to the prison officials, the governor and 
their State "representatives." Atleast 
\ : 500 men forincd the “hard core" of the 
revolt. : 
> Most of the 28 demands were for simple 
a human rights, including a minimum wage 
4 for prison labor, healthy food, frequent 
, change of clothing, decent bedding ma- 
terials, adequate water supply and medical 
care, uncensored mail and an improved 
prison library. They also demanded am- 
nesty from criminal prosecution, the fir- 
ing of the superintendent (Vincent Mancusi), 
and guarantecd transportation to a non- 
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imperialist country for those brothers f 
who wanted it. 
In the face of this unprecedented rev-  , 


olutionary action by brothers in maximum 

security, the Stute was forced to expose 
d and use its cnly tool - the military power 
that makes the repressive State's politi- 
cal power possible. State Corrections 
Commissioner Russell G. Oswald gave 
the command after consulting with Gover- 
nor Nelson Rockefeller (Standard Oil, io 
Chase Manhattan Bank, First National 
Bank, etc.) Over 1000 state troopers, 
sheriff's deputies and prison guards at- 
tacked the nricomere, wejne holiconters, 
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f When it was over the lawmen announced 
i that 8 hostages had been murdered by the 

;convicts who had slashed their throats. 
But Dr. John Edland, the medical examin- 
er announced that the prisoners and hos~ 
tages alike had ail been killed by bullets. 

Rockefeller admitted that the hostages 

had been "caught in the crossfire" and 
said that their deaths were "justifiable 

‘ homocide." But he had nothing to say 


. about the 32 righteous brothers who had 
been cut down in cold blood by the invad- 
ers. Rockefeller congratulated Oswald. 
Nixon congratulated Rockefeller. 

The Attica Rebellion brought out the 
contradictions within capitalist society. 
Tom Wicker of the New York Times 
wrote of the prisoners’ "remarkable 
unity." He described how an unnamed 
black prisoner seized the microphone at 
the last meeting before the invasion and 
cried out, "To oppressed people all over 
the world, we've got the solution! The 
solution is unity!" Wicker wrote of how 
the inmates were giving the hostages 
better care than they gave themselves, 
and how they protected observers from 
the less disciplined brothers. 

The leadership committee had at least 
3 white men although the rebelling inmates 
were probably at least 85% Black and 
Puerto Rican. The human chains of men 
with linked arms maintaining crowd con- 
trol were international. 

The people lost 32 soldiers at Attica. 
Those brothers and the ones still alive 
(at least 1470 comrades survived the 
attack) won for the people a great and 
living example of revolutionary battle, 

\ class unity and love. They were unsway- 

\ ed by the promiscs from liberals of 

j "prison reform" for they understood the 
true nature of the State. 
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The State is not a a Givine boeay which 
balances the forces of society. Tis an 
instrument, a tool that the ruling class 
it Apntrel over the masses 

of its key institutions 
ison system which cages the 
brothers and sisters who are most vic~ 
timized by the oppressive conditions of 


My 







@apitalist socicty. The prisons are fil- | 


led with men and women whose only crime 
is that they are black, brown or poor. 

The State officials understand this very 
clearly. Governor Rockefeller, one of 
the richest and most powerful of all the 
imperialists, understood exactly this 

fact when he signed the order to dispatch 
the troops into Attica, for the power of 
the people was threatening his authority , 
as aruler. So he moved in the same 
way he has done in Vietnam and Latin | 
America to protect his Standard Oil is 
interests. He saw that the prisoners 

not only wanted reforms, but they wanted 
POWER. They wanted to be sent to 
non~imperialist countries ~ countries ; ) 


a 


where Standard Oil is powerless. 

The State has a seeming victory but a 
real defeat with Attica. People who 
watched the rebellion learned that polit- 
ical power grows out of the barrel of 
agun, The State is one of our best 
teachers. But as far as we know, the ‘ 
revolutionary movement did nothing to 3 
interfere with the ease with which the 4 
State wus able to mobilize and use those 
guns. It is necessary that the people in 
minimum security (outside the prison 
walls) develop the power to back up 
such rebellions by our brothers in 
maximum security. 


_ AVENGE ATTICA 


ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
VENCEREMOS 


abies ' seria 
Phil Troanstine i 
Venceeremos 


Biter GONFTPENTIAL 


It is noted that "Pv" carries a regular section 
in each issue devoted to letters from prison inmates. , 


The following article appears on Page 19 of 
"Py", dated March 7 - 20, 1972: » , 
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In the late 1950's, a new prison jimplanted in the prisoners brains. In 
movement bepan to develop. It bexan ,other words, those prisoners who under~ — 
with a large rash of riots; violent ‘stand the political character of their 7 
expressions of dissatisfactions about incarceration and are fighting against , & 


prison conditions. It developed into org- it will have that knowledge burned out 
anized riots and strikes which attacked of their brains. 4 


4! 
the real enemy and unified previously Lobotomies have been going on already 
antagonistic racial groups. in Vacaville, and now they're trying to 

The prison movement grew, and came legalize wnat they've already done. Lob- 


to understand the prison administration Otomy means the person's skull is drilled 
and government's role in their oppresion. into and part of the brain is destroyed 
the oppressors at Attica found that the or removed to effect his behaviour and 
Jhole", beatings, extended time and memory. This is the surest, cruclest 
other standard methods of control weren'tmethod of control. 
wnough to control the "troublemakers." 
So the prison administrations have * 
developed new methods of control. They ° : 
are being tested primarily in Vacaville,. 
a prison about halfway between Sacramento : 
and San Francisco. : 
The Director of the Dept. of correc— 
tions, Raymond Procunier, disclosed that 
"the aggressive, destructive inmate” and | 


violent inmate are the ones this new or ae 
tool of oppression will te directed ag- 
ainst. He's talking about all the pris- 
oners who are organizing against their | 
oppression. ‘ 


« Dr. Bach-y-Rita, a psychiatrist at » H 
Yacaville, said they planned to use the | i 
facility to "treat" prisoners who are ' | 
"violence-prone". He indicated that drug \ 
"therapy" would be the first stage, and \ 
"if that failed", electrodes would be” | 


Best copy available 


Prisoners at Vacaville are given 
shock_treatment, often so severe “that” 
the muscle spasm will dislocate the 
‘shoulder of the person being "treated." - 
It's done to create an experience so 
terrible that his mind is conditioned to; 
respond the way they want hiw to without 
having to “rehabilitate” him. 
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and insulin shock, fever treatments, 
sodium pentothal (truth serum), inter- 

views and antitestosterone injections 
(to neutralize sex hormones). 

A basic method to be used on most 
prisoners is “aversion therapy." It is 
aimed at making the prisoner sick or 
terrified anytime he gets involved in 
violence. The "patient" is strapped to 
a chair. He is shown movies of violence 
and sex and tortured at the same time. 
He's given shocks or drugs to make him 
feel nauseated or like he's dying, His 
eyes are clamped open so he has to watca 
the screen. This is repeated daily until 
hd is deeply conditioned in his reactions. 

' The use of tormune: in prisons is no-~ 
thing new. Anectine, "the death drug”, 
simulates a death experience. Given in 
excess, the simulation becomes a reality. 
It brings on total paralysis and slows 
the respiratory system to a near halt. 
The prisoner experiences near death from 
drowning or suffocation. Anectine has 
been used on "rebellious" prisoners for 
years, 

Castration has also been widely 
practiced, especially in San Quentin (as 
a former warden admits) against homo- 

_ sexuals and others convicted of "victim- 
less sex crimes.” Shock treatment is 
used routinely in prison hospitals. 

As the growth of political revolu- 
tionaries in the prisons continues, and 
it must because of growing consciousness 
isk the prisons as well as the growing 
number of political busts, Vacaville 
will overfiow unless a new joint at Otay 
Nésa in San Diego is completed. It will 


CO 


Changes will come about from the 
round these types 6f™ 
nging them by changing 
ty as a whole. %p 
Each new tool of oppression the pigit 
institute must be challenged by the 
people. The pigs who leep the people 
down must be dealt with, Vietnamese | 


iety. 
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Other methods to be used are electric people have proven that the technology 


.of the Pig can be defeated by the organ- 
‘iaed power of the people. That kind of 
power must stop the brain pigs at 
Vacavilie. 
TEAR DOWN THE WALLS! ‘ 
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 

Karen Féonklin 

Deputy Minister of Informatior 


Free All 
Political 
Prisoners 
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Get forth below is a VO paper captioned 
b2 (Work in the Military" furnished mee 
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Position on Work in “the Mil 
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For a time there was some uncertainty on the question of whether al 
male comrades capable and eligible should allow themselves to be drafted, 
or should enlist in the imperialist armed forces. This uncertainty revolve 
around the effectiveness of inexperienced cadre in the armed forces,what ro) 
they could play,whether they would be isolated by military intelligence. 
After some practice the answ to these questions leads to the following 


conclusion: CONF N TIAL 


ALL MALE COMRADES BETWEEN THE AGES. OF 19-22 SHOULD ALLOW THEMSELVES 
TO BE DRAFTED OR SHOULD VOLUNTARILY ENLIST, THE ONLY EXCEPTIONS ARE THOSE 
SUPPORTING A FAMILY (EVEN COMRADES IN THIS SITUATION SHOULD TRY AND MAKES 
ACCOMODATIONS ) OR THOSE EXEMPTED FROM MILITARY SERVICE BY PHYSICAL DISABILI’ 
EVEN COMRADES WITH LONG POLITICAL RECORDS SKOULD TRY AND ENLIST, 


This conclusion was reached on the basis of the following: 


(1) The imperialist armed forces, particularly the U.S. Army is 
racked with contradictions. The ruling class no longer trusts 
the U.S. Army and has undertaken plans and means of neutralizing 
its revolutionary potential including trying for an all-volunteer 
army, uSing "liberal" political indoctrination and regulations 
to pacify the troops,and in keeping arms out of the hands of 
troops in training or on regular duty in the U.S. 


(2) On the whole soldiers are strongly anti-war,anti-military,with 
a large advanced section,mostly Black and Brown, that is revolu~ 
tionary and relates the struggle of the Indochinese peoples to 
the struggle of Black and Brown people-here. Many of theae adpanc: 
soldiers see themselves as revolutionary cadre learning the method: 
of warfare to be later used against the bourgeois dictatorship. 


(3) That section of the Left relating to G.I.'s is hopelessly tailest 
agitating soldiers around pacifism and "anti-lifer'" ideas. This 
appeals mainly to recruits from petty bourgeois backgrounds ,not 
to the rest who are talking about revolution. In many posts near 
large urban centers soldiers openly talk about refusing to be use 
aé counter-revolutionary forces against Black and Brown uprising$ 
students,and other groups. : 


(4) Inexperienced cadre are quickly transformed in military service. 
Through close contact with mainky working. class andeThird World 
youth they gain confidence,a fighting spirit,a receive a real 
practical education in lane struggle.-° eee ee the military 
often has more value than ten years workin a fact y,and the 
results are far more clear ou ett cuiariatmerowd ahem Ad Waciiiatins 
cadre from petty bourgeois DAckErOUnes s 


(S) Revolutionary political work-can be done in the mijetary due to 
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the objective conditions of living and working with: ane masses 
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The following article concerning welfare 


appeared on Page 10 of "PV", dated March 7 - 20, 1972: .’ 
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Poeple were getting disastisfied with a 
system that kept the rich well-fed while 
putting more and more people out of work 
ahd leaving them hungry. 
| ’ 
| 
| 
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Welfare in this country goes back to | 
the Great Depression of the 30's, The 4 
stock market crashed, businesses were J 7 
failing, factories were shutting down, Ta 
1932 there were twenty million unemployaj. | 
| 
' 


; In 1931, 25,000 unemployed veterans 

in the “Bonus Army" marched on Washing-~ 
ton D,C, claiming a monetary bonus they 
had been promised by the government, In 
1934 workers in San Francisco, Minneapolis 
and Toledo mounted general strikes, de- 

_manding union recognition and a decent 
wage, In the Townsend movement old people 
were gathering steam, demanding a $200 
monthly pension for everyone over 60, 

Many people became communists, seeing 
that a government of the poor and working 
people would end the inequalities and a» 
depressions of the capitalist system onc? | 


and for all. i 
) 


VHE NEW DEAL 


The New Deal was a direct reaction 
to the growing unrest, militancy and 
turn toward communism. The capitalists, 
led by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
were so terrified by the people's 
fightifig spitit that they Bea Phare 
——_—oe 


people on a large scale, me oe ae PE rmamrecs 
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Roosevelt's 1935 welfare legislation-~- 
. sociel—-seaurity, unemployment, insurance, 
welfare--was part of that bribe. 

The New Deal programs fell far short 
ofthe people's needs, But they tempor-~ 
arfly slowed the tide of revolution, 
until World War If threw ten million men 
into the military and the rest of the 
country into full-scale war production, 
What the welfare programs did was insure 
that capitalism would ramain intact, 

Like the “boom of World War II and the ! 
Cold War, welfare merely smoothed over 
the effects of the economic crisis, a 
crisis which is emerging again today. 


WELFARE ROLLS EXPLODE . 


Welfare rolls have been more than 
doubled since 1960. The ruling class 
responded to the black rebellions of 
the 60's by opening the welfare rolls to 
millions more black people and funneling 
hard drugs into the inner cities. And 
als people thoughout the world increase 
their resistance to control over their 
lives and countries by American business 
and the Pentagon, U.S, markets abroad 
can no longer expand, In fact, the post- 


World War II "boom! has reached its limits 


and begun to deflate into the Great De- 
pression that Americans thought Roose~ 
velt's New Deal had "Solved", 
Again, hundreds of thousauds of 
Americans are becoming permanently 
‘unemployed, and the government, in an 
attempt to keep them quiet, is giving 
them welfare or unemployment insurance, 


THE POOR ARE PENALIZED 


‘ “One important part of the capitalist 
welfare program is keeping the people on 
welfare ashamed; ashamed of getting what 


is theirs because generations of American 
Big oil, 
airline and defense companies get billionssciousness with more New Deals 


working people have created it. 


each year in investment credits, tax 
write-offs, and outright subsidies, 
But if you're on welfare there is some- 
thing Secons”, 

We are told that if we work nard 
and take advantage gf 411 opportunites, 
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TRE GREAT DEPRESSION TODAY - 





poverty (f GNF $3,000 a 
‘year lion~jobs? 


Why are thefr}ch "subsidized"™ ana 
the poor "penalized"? Because in a cabs 
italist society money is power and all 
important decisions are made iby the |. 


rich and their politicians, Naturally, 


the elite group of government officials 


‘ making welfare decisions for millions 


of American poor people doesn't want us 
to share in these decisions. This makes 
one of the most revolutionary sectors 

of the American people dependent on 

the ruling class for survival. Creating 
this dependency is a method of maintain- 
ing social control and keeping down mili- 
tancy among the people. 


In spite of Nixon's phoay cheerful- 
ness, it is clear that the ‘same old eco- 
nomic crisis is coming to the surface 
again today. Billions of our dollars 
are poured into the war in S.E. Asia, 
which we've already lost, while at home 
the government cuts back on medical care, 
education ard jobs. The welfare system, 
funded half by the states and counties 
and half by the federal government, is fe 
feeling the pinch too. As more and ‘mor}: 
poor and unemployed line up for needed | 
welfare, the system is devising new wayti 
to keep people off and cut back spend- 
ing. : 
But just as in the '30's, as the 
struggle gets heavier, more and more 
people will find themselves not just 
fighting for small concessions and. re-~ 
forms, but fighting for revolution. 

And as the ruling class becomes more 
threatened, we can expect that it will 
again try to buy off revolutionary con- 
» more 
bribes. 
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World War II saved the economy, creating 
more jobg_and sweeping vast numhers_of 
unemployed young men into the army to i 
fight and die. In the '50's our econony 
st{1l had room to grow, as U.S. busi~ f 
nesses moved into devastated and defeated 
foreipn countries. 

But today American businesses are 
losing markets abroad. The Pentagon is 
being defeated almost everywhere it 
goes. Revolution is the main trend in 
the world today. 

: The welfare bribe won't work this 
time. The crisis is too deep. People . 
whq waited in the bread lines during the 
"3U's aren't going to be so patient ; 
this time around. They are going to be: 
learning and teaching the skills neces- 
sary to create a people's revolution 

in America. 


VENCEREMOS! 
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is note uy | 
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Another section of the "Summation" paper 
discusses practice as it applies to the VO newspaper 
"Pamoja Venceremos"under his heading "Relating to 
Workers and Worker's Struggles" states: "At first, 

- the newspaper really fell down on this. But the 
hospital workers fight changed that, and we've become 
more conscious of the need to inform people about 
on-the-job struggles. We need much more contributions 
from our working comrades. We can't get the information 

. into the paper unless our comrades report it. 
Anecdotes should go in. Short and to-the~-point illus- 
trations of how oppression and exploitive working 
conditions are..."(\) 
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This source stated tha b7C 
he has read newspaper ar n the VO newspaper 
describing the effectiveness of the VO people in agitating b/7D 
for the formation of a union ana the tremendous response 
they had o-workers. Source stated 
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2 most-of the VO people 
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advised on various dates betweenL_ 
he VO and the RU were 
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The following article illustrative of VO efforts 
to penetrate labor appeared on page 13 of “Pamoja Venceremos", 
number 15, dated December 3 - 16, 1971: 4, 
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par PD: 


THIS WILL BE THE FIRST COLUMN IN WHAT 
WILL BE A REGULAR COLUMN IN PAMOJA 
VENCERENOS, MORE AND MORE, AS TRE 
BOSSES TRY TO SQUEEZE NORE PROFITS 

OUT GF OUR WORK, THE FIRST THING THEY 
SACRIFICE IS OUR SAFETY AND OUR WORK- 
ING CONDITIONS. ALL WORKERS REALIZE 
THAT WE MUST INCREASE OUR EFFORTS FOR 
SAFER AND HEALTHIER WORKING CONDITIONS. 

OFFICIAL U.S. DEPT. OF LABOR STAT- 
ISTICS REPORT THAT OVER 15,000 MEN 
AND WOMEN WERE KILLED ON THE JOB LAST 
YEAR, AND OVER 2 MILLION ERS DISABLED. 
(THIS IS LOW). 

THE NUMEROUS "SAFETY REMINDER" SIGNS 
IN OUR FACTORIES ALWAYS MAKE IT SEEM 
THAT ACCIDENTS ARE OUR FAULT, BUT MOST 
OF THE ACCIDENTS ARE CAUSED BY SPEED~ 
UPS AND UNSAFE MACHINERY THAT-OUR — 
PROFIT~-HUNGRY BOSSES CHOOSE. 

THYS COLUMN WILL REPRINT AKTICLES 
FROM VARIOUS UNIGN NEWSPAPERS AND FROM 
OTHER SOURCES SO WE CAN PROVIDE AS 
MUCH AS POSSIBLE ABOUT JOB SAFETY AND 
HOW WE CAN FIGHT MORE “EFFECTIVELY FOR 
BETTER CONDITIONS. 

WE WOULD LIKE COMMENTS ABCUT THIS 
COLUMN AND ARTICLES OR LETTERS ABOUT 
YOUR, PLANTS, OR ANY QUESTIONS WE MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO ANSWER. ..WRITE TO THE LABOR 
COORDINATOR, 1969 University Avenue, 
East Palo Alto, 94303. 
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LASER MASTERS 

, Starting next issue, we will have 

ba regular column on labor history. 

} some workers have given us positive 

} criticism on the Joe Hill article last ; 

issue and asked that we try to do more 

on labor history, which is our true “* 

} history that we never learn in school. 

fOur first article will be about 

} "BLOODY THURSDAY" and the San Francis~ 

fco General strike on 1934. We would i 
4 
t 





plike our readers to write us about 
, specific events they'd like written 
hup, and we'd like people also to write { 
history articles for us. Please send 
}these, and all criticisms and suggest~ 
tions to the Labor Coordinator, 19569 

j University Ave. East Palo Alto, $4303 


A FEW BOOKS WE HAVE FOUND USEFUL ARE: 

fLabor's Untold Story, by Boyer & Morais 

j American Trade Unionism, by Willian H 
2. Foster i 
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The above issue of "Pamoja Wenceremos" on pare 
15, carries an erticle entitled “Interview With Fired _ 
Wooekers - Pam-Pfro" whieh purports to be an interview with 
three individuals including Ross Weob, recently fired 
reom that firm. The article stated that the individuals 
iad been fired because they saw the need. for and organized 
for a union and accused management of trying to intimidate ‘ 
the workers and passify them by unfullfilled promises 
to improve working conditions, with spreading of rumozxs : 
and lies about what a union is and threatening disciplinary 
action against workers attempting to organize a union. : 
The article goes on to paint a grim picture of unhealthy | 
unsafe and unclean working conditions at Pam-Pro and ‘ 
accuses the munsegement of being interested only in making 
noney. The article also accuses Pam-Pro of racism in not 
promoting qualified third world people. The article 
states "I think they (the management) don't Listen because 
it would cost the company more money to improve the working 
conditions. It would take money out of their pocket for 
things they don't feel are important ‘enough... Pam-Pro 
doesn't even care enough about their workers who are 
making the money for them. They just nse them and 
that is it...When people get hung up in a heavy profit 
motive they disregard human life. ‘I think that the war 
in Vietnam is a profit motive...People devote too mich 
of.their time to money and making money and it is not 
;possible to do that without stepping on some hands and it is 
usually the workers who get stepped on.” CU: 


[advised that members 
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The following arti lio NE app 
“Pamo ja Venceremos", issue 1h, date 


3, 1971. f uu) 


Local 42 Sucks 


Most unions started: out serving 
the interests of the workers, but as. 
eing in union leadership became. very 
‘profitable, the rank and tile of many 


unions have been sold out to BE 2 2 


‘bosses. 

One good cxanpiie is the ngaioane” 
inet workers union, in particular 
local #42 (the Peninsula). The union 
forces all apprentices to go to'a 
"scnool" two hours a night twice.a 
week for four years. There is not 
even an attempt at teaching us any-~ 
thing, but Tyler, the local union 
president, makes $8 an hour for his 
baby-sitting. If we don't go, the 
union gets together with the company 
and we lose our job. 

At Sequoia Mill in Redwood City, 
a brother passed out and almost died. 
from breathing in paint fumes while 
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ed on page 15 of 
November 19 to December 





spraying cabinets. . The company (run. 


.by a pig namef Chuck. Baker) refused... 


to install a spray-booth: aA Grievance 
was taken: to. the Union. business age. 
ent, Jim Shoffa...He did, does and. ’ 
will do na thdaig.iMeicentit}6,,.-anotei” 
btother in the paint room has had “to 
go to the hospital for ‘a bad liver 
catised by spraying, another *for a. 
bad lung. a3 
We asked Tyler what we could do *’ 
about it. He said he would really | 3 
like to.do something, but that. union — 
rules prevent a union local's presi-~.. 
dent from acting. on the behalf of 
workers. Tyler said that even though. 
Shoffa was incompetent and corrupt,. /° 
the only thing we could do was go 
back to him. Later for that shit. 
A pig by any other name (like Union) 
is still a pig and will be dealt: 
with as such. 
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The Doniniéan Repubiic is’ B fas- 
cist dictatorship which openly jails 
or murders political opponents of the . 
_ government. Now the government is -».: 

“hiring a U.S. public relations firm, 

to start a massive campaign to ‘lure: 

tourists and investors. The only ~ 
way the Dictatorship can make the 
dgland "safe'. for investors and 
‘rich tourists is to eliminate all 
“those communists, peasants and 
worker's who have. fought or spoken 
‘out against the extreme poverty 
‘and horrible working conditions of 
the Dominican people. 

GEORGE MEANY, the AFL-CIO Pres- 
‘ident, is now a big investor in the 
Dominican Republic. His financial 
group includes Lane Kirkland, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer of the AFL-CIO ‘and 
Theodore Kheel, a New York lawyer 
and labor mediator. 

' The biggest investor on the 
island is Gulf and Western, a giant. 
U.S. conglomerate which operates one 
of the world's largest sugar mills 
on the island. When the U.S. Marines 
crushed & revolt of workers and peasants 
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“in Sante Pee in 1965, gah ‘ated 


, Sugar mill--but it- wanted. assarance 


-Meany and the CIA-wing of the. 




















Western were thinking of buying the 


the militant sugar unions rong kd: 
wiped ont so they could exploit. 
workers fully. The Marines and: § 
and Western put the Balaguer Govern 
ment in power and Balaguer crushed” 
the sugar unions--no doubt vith 
Meany's help. ’ 
There have been articles. on B 


have crushed militant and comming at 
led unions in some European countr{ 
Clearly, Meany and the AFL-CIO don* 
represent workers any more than Ni#o 
represents the American people. Ladox | 
fat cats like Meany are locked intec$h 
capitalist system and are getting 
very fat off it and off the sweat: 
blood of the rank-and-file and no 
workers. And in return, these labor 
bosses do the Big Bosses’ dirty wor! 
they try to smash honest militantiac © 
unions in the U.S. and around the world: 
so the big imperialist corporations 
can have a field day on our backs. 
And then they sit on Wage Control 


" 
S$ ; 
we ns ce - - 


hi 


Boards and pretend to fight for us. 
while they actually sell-ius- ie! at 
their own gain. ~~ 


American workers must join workers 
all over the world who sre fighting 
back against U.S. Imperialism. We must 
start by smashing every one of our : 
labor bosses who pretends to help us ~ 
while he really helps the corporations - (u) 
screw us and workers all over the world. 
Organize against Imperialism . 
within your unions and within your 
plants. We can always fight better 
once we realize who our true enemies 
and true friends are. George Meany 
and all the other fat-cat labor bosses © 
are as much the enemy of workers as 
are the real bosses who run the giant 
Imperialist corporations that control | 
our government. ; 


SMASH ALL OUR BOSSES NOW!... 
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! . 

or Mort. Newman 
Venceremos Workers Committee. 


The following article appeared in the centerfold 
of apyt No, 16254 % 
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Clasé has responded with the Wage-Price 
Freeze ard all the other aspects of Nixon’s 
New Econcric Policy (hep). 

But nobody, not even the ruling 
Class, is exactly sure when, how, or even 
1£ the crisis will end and nobody knows 
exactly what the NEP will accouplish. 

But, because it's clear that the 
NEP 19 a bad thing for the American peop 
le, Venceremos is trying to udnerstand 
what the Policy—and the crisie--means, 


and what we can do about it. 
In Iseue ¢8 of PAMOIA iC! 
we presented an article by J t 


the Freeze, Ln response, another comrade, 
Jeff Preed has written the article which 
@ppears below. 

Meither of these articles ts the 
official position of Vencerems on the 
Nev Economic Policy~because we don't know 
enough to have an official position. 

It 1g our hope that through the 
diacussion fn PAMOJA VENCEREMOS and the 
commente and criticisms we receive from our 
Teaders, that we will be sble to under- 
SCand and fight this Jatest atteck on the 
people. 


é Before you can fiphc effectively, 
YOu have to have some idea of how yoy 
can win. 
In this country, faced with a a is 
in che} imperialist system, the ruling 
j 
i 


















By Jeffrey Preed, Venceremos 


“Fasciem is a most ferccious attack by capital 
on the toiling masses; : 


Pascim is unbridled chauvanism and annexa- 
tionist war; 


Pascism is rabid reaction and counter-revolu- 
tion; a 


Fascism is the most vicious enemy of the work- 
ing class and of all toilers!* 

Georgi Dimitrof£. UNITED FRONT AGAINST 
PASCISM, 1935 


“Phase Two" of Nixon's wage freeze is now 
on us. And like its ecrlier courterpart, no 
clear explanation of the reasons why this 
policy was initiated has came from the s0- 
called leaders ia Washington. 

We have heard a lot of nonsense about how 
the freeze is necessary to pull this country 
out of aconanic difficulties. And we have also 
been told that these econanic difficulties 
have been caused by working people wanting 
higher wages, forcing the“poor” bosses like GM, 
Standard Oil, General Electric and others to 
raise their prices "just to keep ahead”) or 
by people in other countries who aren't being 
nice to this country by purchasing its products 
at high prices, forcing “us” to spend more 
overseas than comes back; or that the econanic 
difficulties are being caused by greedy foreign 
competitors cutting into the United States' 
domestic market. All sorts of phony reasons 
like this cane to us each day, but it's a’ 
good thing that most of us have learned that 
when judging bosses, politicians, government 
officials and high ranking military officers, 
Paying attention to what they actually do, and 
the results of their actions is more reliable 
by far than ever listening to what they say. 

When workers and other propertyless people 
take a look around this country it becomes clear 
that what we have been told about the freeze 
by the so-called “leaders” in Washington bears 
no relation to the truth. Instead of “qready” 
workers making unvarranted demands for higher 
wages we find working people hard-presacd to 
pay bills, and facing increasing unemployuent, 
with those without jobs being cut-off fron 
benefits, or being forced into near slavery 
to qualify for subsistance-level welfare 
programs. And as far as more money being 


spent in other countries than comes back here 
this is not surprising given the fact that 













the rulers of this country spend billions 

eo Gollars cach year waging an aggressive 

War ie 1ico-c, a, while attempting to keep 
contvoh of other valuable pieces of real 
estate in Ania, Latin America and the Middle 
kavt. The facts of the situation are that the 





rulers of tis country being those who own 
the tactories, rariroats, insurance companies, 
bunks, and ali’ other means of production and 
Sistripution, huve attempted to shift off the 
blame for the present economic crisis on 
everyone except those really responsible-- 
thecselves, It as the ruling class that 
brought on the crisis by its never-ending 
drive for profits by engaging the people of 
tates in an unwanted aggressive 

Fi the ruling class chat has forced 

ple of this country to support 
a huge wasteful military establishment. And 
it is the ruling class that has driven 
ip prices, held dow wages, thrown millions 
into the streets jobless, and increased 
Production tS the point that with low wages, 
high prices, and no jobs the workers are 
incapable of buying back what they have 
produced, and this leads to depression. 

It is beconing clear that the wage freeze 
is @ planned ck by the ruling “mistead- 
era”_on working and poor people; an attack 
@esigned to make the people of thas country 
bear the full burden of the fariure of the 
agyressive war in Intochina. At the same time 
that the people are being forccd to underwrite 
the ruling class' overseas profit-making 
ventures, an acdrtional burden is placed 
upon us of maintaining a huze wastcful military 
establisnnent, and guaranteeing the profit- 
making ability of such corrupt failing 
Corporate giants as Boeing Aircraft, Lock- 
heed, Penn Central Railraod, and many others. 


THE FASCIST METHOD 





Wage freezea, mainly in the form of wage 
cuts along with production speed-ups are noth- 
ing new to the working class of this country. 
Between the 1970's and World War If, attacka 
on wages were used by bosses to either increase 
their profits, or to punish workers who had 
attempted to organize unions, and staged 
atrikes. Always the bosses used outright 
terrorics against the workers and their 
famiiies in the torm of goon squads, police 
and sheriffs, special vigilante cammittees 
made up of small businessmen and active 
right-wingers, slong with economic action 
such as wage cuts, increased working hours, 
speed-ups, tines, and mass firings. The 
present freese is like the past actions 
of the bosses because it is a direct attack 
on working people, but unlike the past, - 
Nixon's freeze ig not isolated to individual 
Plants or factories, or single industries. 
Thia freeze is part of a massive ruling 
class offensive egainst working people ’ 
throughout the country, amd is directly 
related to other measures purposely design- 
ed to completely cripple the trade union 
movement, smass the revolutionary 
struggles of Black, Latino, Indian, ard 
poor white people, and throw the full cost 
of the war in Indochina back on workers, the 
jobless, and the poor. All these measures . 
are signs of the development of Pascim. 

This ruling class offensiva in which the 
wage freeze as the most recent pact has 


two_main causes: First, the need to have 


someone other than the “masleaders” pay the 
bills for the war in Indochina and keeping a 
Large and expensive military operation. And 
Second, the neal by the ruling class to keep 
the country quiet by putting down ali oppo- 


sition to therr backward policies, and keeping 
the defiance uf the le from expandi 


into a revolutionary movament. 


Both of these things can be seen quite 
Clearly if we look back to the last several 
years, ‘ : 
By 1966 it was clear to most people that 
the war in Indochina was being lost, yet the 
ruling "misleaders” attempted to save them~. 
selves hy increasing the slacghter of both 
Vietnamese and Americana. The cost for this 
aggressive effort was thrown on American 
working people, particularly those who were 
Bleck and Brown. Since 1965, the ruling 
class had attempted to secure its profit~ 
making position in Asia by a bold and bloody 
military adventure which was financed in 
hundreds-of-thousands of Vietnamese and tens- 
of-thousands of American lives, and more and 
$200 billion taken from the pockets of the 
pecple. The result of all this was that 
anatead of a better life, thousands of young 
en were butchered in the nanes of Johnson, 
dixon, and hundreds of corporations; instead 


10g 





of prosperity there was growing poverty; 

and instead of secial construction in providi 
low-cost housing, better schools and health 
eare, and mahy other things that we need, 

the ruling Class engaged in social demolition 


cutting back on funds for housing, schools, 
health, jobs, and numerous other programs. U 
The reaction to this was that the peopl 
struck back. In Summer 1969 uprisings 
broke out in Black communities in more than ~ 
one hurdred cities. And in Chicago, the 
protests againat the war at the Democratic 
Party National Convention were turned into 
a bloodletting. The suppression of the Black 
rebellions, and the terrorism used in Chicago 
revealed quite clearly that “American domo- 
gracy” quickly turned into a blooly iron fiat 
when the ruling class was put in the position 
of waying its imperialist war and keeping the 
homefront quiet and secure at the same time. 
These are exactly the kinds of action a 
Tuling closs3 takes when it is preparing 


the foundation for FASCISM. 

However, not even these violent fascist- 
attacks could stop the people. In 1968 and 
1969 were years of mass struggle. Struggles 
against war-related agencies and work, against 
racist exclusion of Third World youth 
took place on every major college and univer- 
sity campus. Oppositian to the war in Indo- 
china filled the streets; particularly the 
anger shown against the invasion of Cambodia 
in May 1970, And even further than this‘was 
growing rebellion in the military, including 
refusal to go into combat, and soldiers 
actively showing their opposition to the war. 
Actions unprecedented, except for tho years 
right after World War I when U.S. troops re 
refused to be used against the Russian 
Revolution. 

The ruling class was nervous about these 
developments but felt it could successfully 
use the "carrot-and-stick” method to keep 
things down. The “carrot” consisted of 
making phony offers and moves to end 
the war, while buying-off with grants, jobs, 
scholarships and a lot of other things 
Opportunistic intellectuals, students, pol~ 
iticiaas, and so-called Third world 
“community leaders". The "stick" con~ 
sisted of open fascist attacks and was 





reserved for the Black, Brown, Indian 

and Asian people and their revolutionary 
groups. But whil’a the ruling misleaders 
were busy deg ing with these sections of 
the nasses . Bo stcuggle was spreading into 
the whole working class. 

The initial signs of working class 
activity and militancy were clear. When 
highly paid Gil, Chemical and Atomic workers 
make working alliances with student activists; 
when striking Teamsters conduct gun battles 
against the National Guard such as happened 
in Ohio, or welcoma student ausistance as 
took place in California; when militant Post 
Office workers defy government threats and 
stage a nation-wide strike; when Communications 
workers, Longshoramen and Steel workers are 
itching to qo out on strike, and when large 
national unions such as United Auto Workers, 
Hospital workers, Teachers, Garment and 
Clothing workers, and numerous locals of 
these and other major unions start taking 
official stands against the war, then 
something has clearly gone wrong. What was 
wrong was that in the frenzy to place 
the burden of the war and a world-wide 
empire on the backsj of the working class, 
the bosses created a crisis. And what the 
ruling class knows is that this crisis is 
going to last a long time, and is going to 
get worse, and because of ihis they desperately 
Need to stop the spread of working clasd 
militancy. it is due to theso conditions 
that the so-called “wage-price freeze” was 
pot into effece. 

The freeze is nothing more than a direct 
fascist attack against the orking class. 

Its purpose 3s to create | the conditions 
for smashing the ran Seaton of tne 
working Cluss-~the 
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organi iG 
‘and_un uniting a Eth eens not yet in trate 
uninnas. 

Those who rule knuw that the trade unions 
represent an organized force of around 20 
miktion we and that even thounh many of 
the unions have been silenced and their 
leadership corrupted, in a period of eco- 
nomic crisis these fighting units of the 
working class always reassemble, their 
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numbers always grow, and they fight back 
against the bosses. The ruling class re- 
members what almost happened during the 


1930's. If the people had not tallen for 
the tricks of the NEW DEAL, and the United 
States had not been able to push the 
Japanese militerists to attack Pearl 
Harbor, there would have been revolution. 
The ruling class also understands that 
they are in more danger today than they were 
in the 1930's. At present U.S, imperialism 
is losing a nearly twenty-year effort to 
dominate Southeast Asia, its army and other 
Military services are full of dissent and 
rebeliiousnesa, while at home the revolu~ 
tionary consciousness of the Black end Brown 
masses threatens to break out in rebellion 
at any time, and all this and an organized 
working class more than six times larger 
in numbers than in the 1930's showing 
increased militancy every day that passes. 
With all this how can the freeze be used 
to smagh unions? Tho tain weapons of the 
freeze are to make unions useless, and to use 
the cover of the freeze to increase unemploy- 
ment. It is quite easy to see how the freeze 
can make unions useless. The working class 
originally organized into unions to get 
strenth in their struggle for better wages, 
better working Conditions, and shorter 
hours. If workers can't get better wages, or 
more money for fringe benefits, and thay 
can't shorten tho work week without getting 
approval from some Federal Board, unions 
have little meaning except as hiring hails 
for the employers. In addition, the 
conditions for waging strikes have changed 
under the force of the frrere. Even if 
unions challenged guidelines and weat on 
strike, they would be faced witn tough 
odds, particularly in "trustified™ (controlled 
by a few huge corporations) industies. 
Instead of being able to strike one corpor- 
ation and force the others by example to 
make the same agreement, all the major 
corporations in the andustry weld hwe to be 
struck at the same time to avoid havan: 
Mumerous actions that can cnay Gemcrai-ize the 
@embership, bankrupt the wiions, and set 


CONF 


workers at euch others throats. Realizing 
this problem many workers, local unions, and 
even nationais such as the Meatpackers 

are caluing Sor “genera: strike" to break 
the froene. 

She ruling class under ‘standa this strike 
threat. it 44, countang on its ability to 
use its other weapon--nassive lay-offs--before 
the uracna can mobizize against the freeze. 
Tae reality of tnis atrategy cua be seen in 
recent Ligures releasea by tha Departments 
of Labor and Commerce which showed a healthy 
increase in industrial productivity during 
the threo months cf Phase 1, followed by 
increased unemployment with 14% joblessness 
among “blue collar" rkers, and around 25% 







jobl 3 afiking with 
work@r factories 
show g 1 every 
‘major facturing ation in the country 


ion speed-up at the 
beginning of the freeze, while laying-off 
workers in their shipping and servicing 
operations. anf those not directly engaged 
in production. The only explanation for this 
kind of action is stockpiling of goods, not 
“because there is any increase in demand for* 
producta, but because the bosses plan to keep 
profits rolling in when they throw workers - 
‘off the job sometime around the end of Phase 
-II. Unions can't strike for better wages, 

+ hours and working conditions when they've 
been cutback in size and strength by lay-offs, 
The ruling misleaders hope that their 
freero weapons will be able to set E the 16 unions 
back, disorganize them, cre vo _demoralization 
and generally keep the working ciass disarmed 

until other weapons can be found. be found. Alread: y 
other we weapons are beinc ing te 7 tested to make the 
freeze more successful. These include the use 
of the Taft-Hartiey Taw to prevent and break 
strikes using the excuse that such actions 
are dangerous to “health” and “national 
security". Also unemployment compensation 
is being increased for those who had fairly 
good wages while they were working. 
A measure like this which benefits one section 
of the working class over another can only be 
away of keeping relatively skilled workers 
divided from other workers even when they are 
both out of work. And then there are the ex- 
periments to turn so-called able-bodied wel- 
fare recipients, many of whom are Black and 
Brown workers unable to find a job for more 
then a year, into strike-breakers, and an ar~ 
my of low-paid workers available whenever the 
Corporations need them. At present many states, 
with the blessings of Washington, are forcing 
welfare recipienta to accept employment below 
or at Federal minimum-wage levels, and in some 
Places like New York City, welfare recipients 
@re being used to replace city employees. 
From ail this we must be clear that the 
ruling clas class intends tO use an iron fist on the 
working Class, a in the proces proces3 53 bring back 


forced labor oe even slavery. This is 
FASCISM! 





UNITE AND FIGHT BACK! : 

In order to resist tha freeze and every- 
thing it stands for, the most important thing 
is working class unity, This means unity 
within the trade union movement, unity between 
organized and unorganized workers, and unity 
between those working and those without jobs 
no matter whether they're collecting unemploy- 
ment compensation or on welfare. Every divi- 
sion among working class and poor people aids 
the ruling clasa. 

The main efforts must center around the 
trade union movement. From the start ell ef- 
forts must go into educating and working with 
rank-and-file to move their unions to actively 
oppose the war in Indochina, to oppose U.S. 
imperialist actions anywhere around the world, 
ana to oppose the maintenance of the imperial- 
ist military machine. But this must be a 
practical fighting program that opposes the war 
in demanding more jobs, better working condi- 
tions, earlier retirement, national health in< 
surance, rent and price controls and lower 
taxes. Along this line all that is necessary 
is a two-point program: 1} Trade union unity 
in resisting the freeze and all other related 
attacks. This means that every union and 
every active worker should organize against 
apeed-ups and against lsy-offs. There shoul 
be support organized for unions struggling to 
get their demands, which neans that in every 
union there must be rank-and-file camittees es- 
taLlished, whether- supported or not by union 
leaders, that can frovide assistance in event 
of slow-downs, walk-outs and strikes by pas- 
hia Cat artaxgmatacr, collecting maney, and if 
“sity ToSLiicang for ;rotests, deronstra- 
GM» aot sOuidaurity; strikes. 2) More jobs 
ami better conditions for ail workers. None 
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-filerg must not just ask for assistance but 


of the cost tor tne war ain simon Cun oe 
allowed to fall back on the people. Workers 
¢ id the wealth of this society and should 
ing it back in the form of; shorter 
(4 day weeks, working only 30-32 houré) > 
more pay, better working conditions, and great~ 
ex fringe benefits such as full paid retire+ 
ment at $5, complete health coverage, and guar- 
anteed job security and advancement. All con- 
tracts coming up withan the next several years 
ehould include those items. 

The next major area of working class unity 
must come in organizing the unorganized. Those 
to be organized include workers in industries 
where unions are small and weak or do not ex-. 
ist at all; and the unemployed and poor. 

Where unions exist and-dominate the indua- 
try, alli efforts must be made to complete the 
organizing work and bring in other workers in 
small shops and plants, and in unorganized re- 
gions of the country. The task of completing 
organizing work in union-dominated industries 
cannot be separated from the task of organiz~ . 
ing in industries where unions are small or : 
do not exist. In order to make headway in the 
large unorganized areas of banking~finance- ? a 
insurance, and emong public employees there ' 
will have to be support from rank-and-filers ‘4 
and unions in the industrial fields. Small i 
unions in these unorganized areas, or rank-and- 


must demand it. And when there is no response , 
from the union leaders, the case must be car- ' 
ried to the membership. Falk 

Organiging unemployed and poor people poses 
wore difficult practical problems since off- 
the-job people tend to get spread all over the 
Place. But this practical problem is also a 
political problem since the ruling class can 
use wass lay-offs over long periods of time to 
destroy unions. Preventing this requires that 
union membership fight to have unemployed bro- 
thers and sisters kept in the union, paying 
dues on a partial or deferred basis, But once 
People are completely out of work they must be 
organized around more jobs through shorter work 
weeke, and around equal unemployment conpensa- 
tion. Every worker, employed or not has the 
right to a living wage or compensation. This 
holds true for workers on welfare being forced 
to work at poverty-level weges. Everyone must 
oppose welfare~slavery, and the use of welfare 
recipients as a “reserve arny of labor," 

The struggle against the freeze and all of 
its forms must be centered at this time around 
the trade unions, because it is the unions that 
are the main focus of the ruling class's fas- 
cint attacks. But because the unions are pri~ 
mary as fighting units of the working clase, 
this does not mean thet the struggle against 
the development of fasciea should not Ye waged 
in other places. it is an absolute necessity 
that the struggle be waged at all times and in 
all places. Wherever public housing, schools, 
hospitals, clinics, child-care centers and 
other programa are suffering for lack of funds, 
people stust be mobilized and the facts exposed 
that such tragedies are being caused by a 
¢eruel and unsympathetic ruling class attecpting 
to force the burden of defending a world-wide 
expire on to the workers, the unemployed, and 
the poor. Every new tax'must be fought, and 
every effort to expand the powers of govern- 
Bent opposed on the basis that such measures 
are to be used against the people, rather than 
for our benefit. It is the ruling clase and 
not the people which must pay the bills fron 
this time on!! 

Finally, all efforts against the freere and 
other such attacks munt be seen ag part and 
parce) of a larger struggle. We can be sure 
that the ruling clas? haa even worse fascist 
Measures waiting for us. Our resistance and 
our fight against fascism must continue and 

row into a solid UNITED FRONT AGAINST 
FASCISM that unifies ali sections of the 
working Class, and brings to its side students 


Brofessionals, and other sections of the pop- 


ulation. 





VICTORY IN OUR STRUGGLES! ! 
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!! 
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IX. SECURITY 
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ON SECURITY : 


1. Use the telephone as Ah WAL spapers. They are more 
likely to use wiretaps now ‘that the investigations are in progress 
in this area. Tighten up on calls to all known and c.c. members. i 
2. No one who doesn't had to know should know where you work and. 
the pigs should have a phony address. 

3. Our policy is that we have no closed members. Too many people 
know that there are. 

4,. We should be very clear in talking to non-cadre that none of 

us knows anything about the structure of the organization outside 
of her collective. No one outside the organization should know 
that the c.c. does anything but get general policy (such as the 
Panthers statement and our principles of unity). There are no 
coordinators, no such ting as certain decisions being cleared, 

how decisions are transmitted and that we have notes, or chairs 

of collectives hooked up with a larger structure. People are very, 
very loose about this sort of thing right now and that should 
stop immediately. 

6. We should decide if we have a public policy on shooting pigs, 
bombings, etc. and everyone should stick to that and not make 
insinuations that indicate that it is just our "public" policy. 
7. Collectives should have serious discussions on security 

right away and go over each individual's security and what their 
public image is (ILLEGIBLE), an electronics expert, etc.) 

8. People should be very, very careful about records concerning 
dues, no notes should be kept around comrades in appointment books 
and so on. 

9. No one should have anything (ILLEGIBLE) and OR EXPLOSIVE DEVICE | 
OR ANY MANUALS PERTAINING TO THAT STUFF AROUND THEIR HOUSE. This | 
includes: partially assembled radio transmitters, old g.i. 
surplus grenade shells, chemicals of various kinds, modified 
weapons, diagrams, weird home-made burglar alarms, etc. If people 
don't know what might look like such a device they should. There ; 
are thousand of things in everyone's garage that could be made into. 
such devices readily and -.such things should not be kep unnecessarily 
nor in proximity with other tings like them. 

10. We should follow up on Bruce's suggestion that a team of 

people go around to cadre houses and raid them (with unloaded eee ts 
thoroughly searching everyone's house with a "search warrant." No 
one willing allowed to make phone calls while the search is in 
progress or to tell other cadre that the search was conducted. 
Suitable criticism and discipline and possibly a revised paper 

on security should follow. 

11. There dpuld be no more meetings at c.c. members and other 

well known leadership houses, especially B. & J.'s. 
12. (ILLEGIBLE) new (ILLEGIBLE) should be tightened up-~ 
investigate new ways of doing this and possibly assign someone 
to do this regularly and systematically in each area. 
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X. VO AND THE VIETNAM WAR 





Since its inception in early 1971 one of the 
primary activities of the VO has been bringing the war 

in Vietnam home to the people of the United States. 

Venceremos in its published statements has been vociferously 
against the United States' presence in — Southeast Asia 

and has constantly in its writings and demonstrations 
attempted to relate war-related costs with poverty, inflation, 
and imperialist domination of the working class in the 

United States, } 


Venceremos has directed its anti-war efforts 
particularly against war-related research at Stanford 
University and against war-related industry in Palo Alto, 
particularly at Stanford Industrial Park. Since the reinstituting 
of the bombing of North Vietnam, and particularly since 
the mining of Haiphong and other North Vietnamese ports, 
Venceremos has escalated its anti-war efforts and has called 
for their participation in almost weekly demonstrations on 
the Peninsula, \y \ 
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The PLP was founded in 1962 by individuals 
expelled from the Communist Party, USA, — 
for following the Chinese communist line. 
Its objective is the establishment of a 
militant working-class movement based on . 
Marxism-Leninism and MAO Tse-tung thoughts LA} 
b7C 
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The following article appeared on Page 17 of the 
Redwood City, California, Times, May 3, 1972:/ y ) 


\ 





By KEN ROWE 
Sex Maite County's fourd 
of Supervisors last weeh lis- 
tened tu, thea refused ta con- 
sider action on, anti-wrr de- 
Manis precited by the 7eve- 


Patinnnary Veneerersa. pcos. 
! ps 


toting 
eviiOli, 


| Board chairmen Gerd F, 


ea My 


CONPIRENTIAL 


e ~—Other demands-ineudad 


county endorsement of the 
sevon-psint peucs proposal of 
the Provisicnal Revolutionary 
| Govertunent (Viet Cong). 
i Chairman Day said the beard 
_ was not “Sully acquainted” 
with the Provisional Revolu- 
tionary Government propusal, 
Supervisor Jean Fassier asked 
IW pllearcvpies of 1D adcu 


: ment, for closoy Gaaianation. 


Vers sings also cemanded 


Day and Superviser Robert St, 1 that the courty attempt to halt 


Cluir hoa stated that 3 
Loaid’s jong-standing policy 
hus been one of non-inter- 
ference in national and inter- 
national atlair 
policy woygtand, and it did. 
Thogg@' Pillsbury and Jane 
Fraw@lin, both Venecremos 
members, urpucd that U.S, 
military zavolvement in In- 
dochina cirectly affects San 
Mateo County. 








yerormonce of on alleged 


| military contract et Ampex 
, Corporation in Redwood City, 
' The revolutionary group con-! 


tends that Ampex, which it, 
calls “Redwood City’s major 
defense contractor,” is build- 
ing and servicing in- 
strumentation recorders used 


| by the Air Force to protect 
' }-52 bombers from North Viet- 


namese counter-attacks while 


_Inancxchange with Pilshu.—er bombing runs. 


ty, Chairman Day conceded 
that, “Yes, it GQhe war) affects 
the County of San Mateo... 
‘out only in as far as those 
(servicemen) who serve ihe 
government of the United 
States.” : 
As one of several demanus™ 
from Venceremes, Pillsbury 
asked the supervisors to ‘‘in- 
vestigate the whereahouts” of 
all U.S. servicemen from San 


: Mateo County, {0 muke sure 


they are not heing shipged to 
Indochina while nic U.S. ad- 
ministration states that troops 
ence withdrawn. -—-——"* 
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Ampex officials declined to 
cumment on the Venceremos 
statement. 

Chairman Day said “taking 
on Ampex,” regarding a fed- 
eral contract, is not « duty of 
the Board of Superwcert~— 
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XI. FACTIONALISM 


The Stanford Daily of July 13, 1971, on Page l, 
contained an article "Panther Split Precipitates Division 
in Venceremos." This article reflects that the group of 
Venceremos members under the leadership of MIRIAM CHERRY 
had split away from VO because they favored the bread and 
butter issues espoused by the Black Panther Oakland Faction 


. while BRUCE FRANKLIN and the main Venceremos group favored 


the New York Algiers Faction of the Black Panther Party 
and prefers to organize around the issues of the Indo-China- 
War and the "United Front Against Facism and Imperialism. mi) 


UL 
The following article appeared in the Stanford 


Daily of September 27, 1971, Page 
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; ~daily phot i 

VENCERE.MOS!~—Five of the six brown members of the Venceremos Central Bowmmstics halk 4 

shotgun, the “symbol of fvecdoi for all upyressed peoples” against the background of the organization’s 

flay. Members are (back, left to right) Katarina Davis Delvaile, Linda Lopez, Juan Flores, Aaron 

Manganiclin, and seated Guerro Rodyquez. Missing are Bruce Franrtin, Deana Man aniello Fred 
Lonsdale, and one brown membore7 7-7" ae ale pics ai 


fetes ee siete an i Gla we 
Campus Venceremos/Spliis. 


By BILL EVERS io 

About half of the Stanford campus contingent 
of Venceremos, a San Francisco Peninsula 
revolutionary communist group, left the 
organization this summer and re-emerged as an 
all-white ‘“‘intercommunal” subgroup of the 
Oakland Black Panther Party. . } 

The division and secession came after ‘the 
Venceremos central committee decided that the 
activities and policies of the Oakland Panthers 
(headed by Huey Newton, David Hilliard and 
Bobby Seale) were “‘revisionist.”” 

‘Fhe group which left Vencercmos is now called 
the frie ce Survival Committee-{i8Q) of 
the Black Panther Party. 
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CONEIDANTIAL 


In a @ecision which may have important 
repercussions for events at Stanford this fall, the 
newly-formed ISC has decided that ite amambers 
will con¢enirate on the sert of coramunity service 
programs and welfare rights advocacy that the 
Oakland Panthers have been engayed in since they 
brohe with  kldridge Cleaver, rather than 
orgenizing around the disciplinary hearing of 
suspended Assovinte Professor of fonglish H. Bruce 
Franklin, who is a member of the central 
committee of Venceremes. 

Franklin faces possible dismissal from his 
position on the faculty for his allered participation 
last acaflemie veay in the distuption of Henry 
Cabot Lodge’s speech and in various activitico ac 
thie Lime of erunpus troubles over the Computation 
Center. (See relaied story, pay: 1.) 

“Other Priorities” 

Miriam Cherry, who works on campus in 
association with the Roman Catholic Newman 
Center in Paulo Alto, and who after she left 
Venceremos, became a leading figure in the JSC, 
told The Daily: 

“We have other. priorities, We don’t see 
spending a lot of time fighting—by leafleting, in 
rallies, going to Bruce’s class—to fight for a white 
maje intellectual’s job, when we know there are 
people sitting on death row. We want to free those 
people on death row now. That takes a lot of 
work, arduous work, every day ...We have to 
question Bruce’s contributions, in terms of the 
revolution, by staying here at Stanford.” 

Thus, on cainpus, the split revolves around the 
leadership and practical guidance of two important 
Stanford revolutionaries: Franklin and Cherry. In 
addition, the split reflects some of the 
organizationa) difficulties inherent in a project 
whick both thase who still remain in Venceremos 
and those who have left share as a goal. This 
project is the creation -of a multi-racial, 
revolutionary political organization, which as a 
matter of principle for them is to be headed by 
non-whites. 

“Racist Sissies” 

At the time of the split, the brown members of 
the Venceremos central committee denounced 
those who had lfeft the organization as “racist 
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his seopraphical area is objectively a racisi ana on 
oppsessGP) Chis was said Delore thuw who lect 
haa affiliated formally with the Oakland 
Panthers.) 


> Venceremos also said thai those wie seft hed, 


after voluntarily pledging “to be duty-bound by 
the Vhird World Jeaderisip and Third Werld 
comrades of Venceremos,” gone against the Third 
World mernbership, which unanimously agreed 
with the critigue of the Oakland Panthers. On the 
other hand, the ISC group considered thar its 
Third Wosid command came from the vanguard 
Black Panther Party. 


The second point made by the brown members 
of the Venceremos centre! committee was that 
those who left Venecremos are “sissies” because 
they believe (as the Oaklond Black Panthers do) 
that in the present situation, ~ political and 
“military” (i.¢., terrorist) cadre should be separate 
from one another and beesuse (hey have chosen to 
be political cadre, working in community service 
programs. Veneeremos believesthat the “ahsolutely 
correct strategy for revolutionary armed struggic 
in the U.S.” is’ “protracted wac based on urban 
guerrilla warfare.” 

Panthers Criticized 

The Vencesemos positicn paper critiquing the 
Oakland Panthers states: “George Jackson {who 
before his death was a menber of the Gakland 
faction of the Panthers] stresses the neea for a 
total separation between political work, which 
consists of serve-the-peaple programs in no way 
related to guns, and military work, which is 
undertaken spontaneously by the masses who 
form decentralized guertilia units. 

“Any connection between the political and 
military aspects would merely give the pigs an 
“excuse {o altack our political projects.’ This line 
represents a complete cop-out by the party in its 
main responsibility in military affairs to provide 
concrete political leadersiip.” 

In contrast, members of the JISC see as their 
most important political task setting up voluntary 
welfare programs, especially in the areas of health 
services (sickle-cell anemia tests, training 
technicians from out of the pour population), 
prisoners’ support (busing friends and relatives to 
visit those in jail, writing to prisoners), repair 
services (fre repair of broken plumbing, 
automobiles, and electrical systems), and 
youth-oriented services (for example, their Marie 
Hill child care program in Sunnyvale, named after 
a mentally-unbalanced young black woman 
sentenced to death—but not yet executed—in 
North Carolina in 1968 for the murder of a white 
grocer). 

ISC members say they believe in self-defense, 


which for them means defending ‘‘survival 
programs,” like these community — service 
programs. But they do not approve of 
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An article on Page 6 of the Stanford Daily of 
December 2, 1971, reflects that the Reverend JOSEPH 
HARDEGREE "a self~acknowledged Merxiset-Christian minister", who 
was fired from his Stanford position, was a former member of 
Venceremos who left the VO during the Summer of i971. 
In an interview HARDEGREE characterized the VO as still 
"an effective revolutionary group" adding "I think they 
want to define too narrowly what revolutionaries meant 
while the Black Panther Party was broadening into other 
issues other than 'off the pig' that met the broadening 
line of demarkation ‘either you were against the Panthers 
or out of Venceremos.' I got out of Venceremos." fy ) 


The following article appeared in the Stanford 
Daily of February 10, 1972, Page ay 
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(Lhe fallise ing is in 
yosponse tO Line two nrdeios py 
Gary Atkins on the 
Intercommunal Survival 
Complies to Combai Fascism 
and lbelr relelion to Venceremos 
in the Daily of if Sunny Y 2 and 3.3 


* 





Although [’'m not a member of 
Venceremos, fT feol it necessary to 
tenly to some of the accusations 
and innuendos about Veneviemas 
made by Miriam Cherry and 
Sbaron Winslow of the 
Intercom munal Survival 
Committee to Combat Fascism in 
the Daily articles on ISCCF by 
Gary Athins. 

J’ve been studying the theory 
and practice und talking with 
members of beth organizations 
for quite 4 while now and have 
come to realize that the main 
contradiction between the two is 
that ISCCE and the Black Panther 
Party aye revisionist, whereas 
Venceremos ts revolutionary. 

Miriam Cherry cisims, in the 
first article, that “We saw 
one-sided thinking in Veneeremos, 
a one-sided view that revolution ts 
based just on pieking up the 
gun~-or talking about picking up 
the gun.” Vencerernos made many 
mistakes last’ year, such as failure 
to work within a united front ana 
abandoning the student 
movement, but they have never 
seen revolution or serving the 
people only in tenns of “picking 
up the gun.” 

I myself work at the Sojourner 
Truth child care center in Palo 
Alto, which is sun by a united 
front of Venceremos members 
and other community peaple who 
find a need to serve poor and 
working people. Venceremos runs 
and serves in other child care 
centers and food co-ops in the 
Bay Area, particularly in the 
People’s Medical Center in East 

[ Redwood City. 

Venceremos is constantly 
trying lo create new programs to 
serve the people. It is ISCCF that 
is one-sided because it only secs 
one side of na dialectic, serve uke 
penster Wor Pints wks 
Gye aut® -o55 we y Bet at 
pease, So re pas 
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crliirize, Withee fy im various Ways 


tO say tiae thes vyoprams are 
wrong witout investigating for 


sides, both yeactionaries and 
so-called revolutionaries who call 
you ‘racist sissy’ as you walk by.” 

First of all, Venceremos doesn’t 
criticize the survival proprains per 
se. What they criticize is the fact 
that those programs are more and 
morpheing cwapled into and by 
the establishment, Le. by 
capitalism. As for the ‘racist sissy’ 
part, Venceremos labeled the 
(white) members who split with 
thal term because they blindly - 
followed the leadership of Huey 
P. Newton witheut seeing the 
practice that came out of his 
leadership, and because they 
would accept no criticism and 
refused to strugeie over the issue 
lo find unity 

The cause of the split was nat 
just “a matter of tactics.” The: 
spt occured beeause — those- 
members mentioned above who: 
split refused to recognize the fact 
that the Klack Panther Party was 
becoming .totally revisionist, that 
it had given up the idea of even 
thinking about tactics for a, 
revolution. Ke 

The transformation to 
revisionism is easily traceable in 
Huey P. Newton’s speeches: of 
May 29, 1971, “What we are 
interested in is for il (the system) 
to correct itself as much as it can 
do and afler that if it doesn’t do 
everything thai the peaple think is 
necessary then we'll think about 
worsanizing things. November 29, 
3971, “We dont have to go 
ikraugh a socialist phase.” 
January 29, 1972, “We’re going to 
put down our guns and work 
within the system.” 

Direct Contradiction 

This tactic is in direct 
contradiction to “the idea, 
according to the Panthers ... loa } 
bring people to a “revolutionary— 
consciousness” by serving them 
and having them participate in 
cominunity programs.’ 
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another,” ere-to-ovpruhiow any 
OppressiVe pOVEITANCRE LE es puns, 

History shows that io cular 
Class has ever given up its power 
peacefully. ‘Vo “put down our 
guns” means that the Panther aud 
ISCCF programs are open to 
attack by the poliee, who remain 
convinced that the Panthers are 
out to destroy them. 

‘Yo “work within the system” 
with firm belief that real change is 
possible by that route, is to admit 
that revolution in the U.S. is 
impossible because, as Felix 
Greene, who has studied 
American political socio-economic 
systems for years, puts it, ”.. the 
fake democracy of capitalism can 
never by its very nature bring 
a@buut the Saundamental changes 
that are needed now, for what is 
called democracy is merely the 
way in which greed and 
exploitation have been 
insiifitionaiscd: it is, in other 
words, designed precisely to 
prevent fundamental change.” 
(The Enemy, p. 311) 

Within The System 

The above should not be taken 
to mean that Venceremos is 
totally against working within the 
system. [ have — witnessed 
Venceremos work with city 
councils, student referendums, the 
ASSU Senate, and as teachers at 
Stanford and elsewhere. 

Venceremos sees working 
within the system as part of an 
overall strateyy to effect political 
change, whereas ISCC¥ believes in 
only working within the system, 
Venceremos understands that 
fundamental change will only 
come when the capitalist ruling 
class js no longerin power. 

If a revolutionary organization 
does not stick to’ its 
Marxist-Leninist ideology, it will 
be co-opted by capitalism, as the 
Communist Party in the U.S. has 
been and the Black Panther Party 
and ISCCF are being. If the 
members of an organization don’t 
“sit back and read... Marx and 
Lenin” (Sharon Winslow) at least 
daily, they will fall to revisionist 
tactics af “workings within the 
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So it should be clear that the 
principal antayGnisii’ between 
“Venceremos and ISCCF and the 
Black Panther Party is not over a 
question of survival programs. 
Both organizations have those, It 
Is rather a question of the tactic 
of the latter organization of 
working only within the system 
for minor reforms, and 
Venceremos’ tactie of 
fundamental change, “complete 
satisfaction” fin tha tenvas att, 
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Title VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 


Character INTERNAL SECURITY - VENCEREMOS 
ORGANIZATION 


Report of SA 
dated and captioned as above at 
San Francisco. 


Reference 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither Tecommenduiions nor conclusions of the FBI, [tis the proberty 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distriputed outside 
your agency. 
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This recommends we requdst Attorney General (AG) 
authority to institute a telephone surveillance (tesur) on 


the central office and headquarters of the vo, a violence- e 
prone Marxist-Leninist-Maoist organization in current 
tact 





re covers VO office at 1969 University Avenue. uthority for 
va this coverage a a an initial three-month period to bic 
VO was formed in early 1971 as a result of a spli 
in the pro-Chicom Revolutionary Union (RU). VO advocates 
violent overthrow of the Government and, to this end, its 
members are accumulating weapons and explosives while engaging 
K in firearm pra Ge and gue a wartare aining | 
| 
‘a WISE bl 
ET F 
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Me San Francisco has advised installation of this 
ae” tesur is feasible with full security. As of this date, 29 
vu tesurs are installed and operating, not including three at 
isa the request,.of Department of State. Ten tesurs are awaiting 


installation, Four have been recommended for installation 
“and are awaiting Acting ay ease or AG i ie 
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Memorandum, A.J. Decker to Mr. E.S. Miller 
Re: Venceremos Organization (VO) 
100-462905 





intelligence informatio is not affected by Supreme Court 
decision 6/19/72, United States versus U. S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan et al, which decided 
that tesurs on domestic subversives cannot be authorized by 


the President. RK u) 


ACTION: 


This coverage [is signed to produce foreign A” 
and 


. . That attached memorandum for the Attorney General, 
enclosing a characterization of the circumstances surrounding 
this request for a tesur, and memorandum containing the 
Attorney General's suggested response go forward. (uy 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - VO 990470 1 


Mr. Armstrong. 4 
Ms. Herwig —_— “ 
Mrs. Neenan __ . 


My 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED gosh A vey WX 

HEREIN [S UNCLASSIFIED ; . Age J f 

PURPOSE: OATR2-aZ OZ VS PAMIT EH vee NG 

This is to advise you of developments in our investi- 

gation of the Venceremos Organization (VO), a revolutionary pro- 
Chicom, Marxist-Leninist, violence-prone organization whose 


membership is primarily concentrated in the San Francisco, 
California, peninsula area. : 


~ Mr. ©. d. Sure a 
Mr. J. F. McGuire}! fW 
oe 


f 
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DETAILS: 


"Pamoja Venceremos," a VO publication, in its. October, 
1972, issue carried a poetic item entitled "The beat is getting 
stronger," which states, in part, “The moments are more frequent 
that I feel the need to kill for the revolution." The same > 
issue also announced that Aaron Manganiello, chairman of the VO 
Central Committee resigned his position as he was incapable of 
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Mos rtant of VO developments is the case involving 
the escape of custody of California 
State authorities. Reportedly, is a VO member with a 4 


which includes a conviction for kidnaping. On , 
10/6/72 was being transported from the California Institut 
for Men (CIM) at Chino to Superior Court in San Bernardino. 
En route, the California State vehicle transporting was 
intercepted by armed unknown subjects; the State vehicle was 
ditched, one guard was shot and killed and the other was wounded. 

escaped and i at large. Owever, eft a rolder 

containing a letter in the State vehicle which verifies that_as 


of 5/8/72 the VO Cer:tral Committee csaeaia 5k hi e Sagy £ me ‘| 
Venceremos." . On A Gut vet 
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 
Re: Venceremos Organization 
100-462905 


Resulting investigation established that was 
visited on 9/28,'72 at CIM b 


of vehicle al edly associated 
escape crime scene. a 
as also been identified as a VO member. alifornia 
State warrants were issued for the arrest of based 
on the California Murder and Lynching Law. nlawfu ight to 
Avoid Prosecutiion warrants were also obtained; however |__| 
surrendared through an attorney, were arraigned, an 


remanded to custody of San Bernardino County Jail on 10/25/72. 
No bail was set. 







Our Special Investigative Division i vising the 
fugitive investigation to locate and apprehend and his 
confederates :n connection with : 
the Escape and Rescue statutes. ctions have been issued to 
Los Angeles, office of origin inf ease, to afford it 
vigorous supervisory and investigative attention. Similar 
instructions have been issued to San Francisco, office of origin 
in VO case, in order to establish close coordination with 

os Angeles. VO informants have been targeted to determine 

[ Phereabouts, identities of all his confederates, and 
the degree of possible VO Central Committee involvement in the 
é i objectives, we have recently established 

which affords us expanded access to the 
lu. S. Secret Service, Federal Aviation 

Agency, and the Department have been advised of pegtinent details 

of the escare. (_/ 
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opments surrounding the 
lleged member of violence- 
prone Venceremcs Organization » whose ambush-escape from 


b7c custody 10/6/72 with aid from others resulted in the slaying 
of a California State prisoner guard and wounding of another, 
DETAILS: 

Memorandum W, O, Cregar to Mr. E. S. Miller, 2 
captioned as above, contained early developments in the 
escape and our efforts to establish whether any VO Central 
Committee compl:icity was involved. The Acting Director 
commented on the memorandum, "Keep after this. . . hardi" 
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Gi 
Briefly, VO is a pro-Chicom, Marxist/Leninist 

organization primarily concentrated in San Francisco peninsula 
area and is committed to the revolutionary tatic of armed 
struggle. On 10/6/72, serving concurrent state and 
Federal sentence at California Institution for Men (CIM) at 
Chino, California, was being escorted by two unarmed guards to 
Superior Court in San Bernardino, when State vehicle was forced 
off the road by two other vehicles, Unknown assailants from 
those vehicles freed shot one guard who died and wounded 
the other, 
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 
Re: Venceremos Organization 
100-462905 


gauge, sawed-off, pump action, shotgun fully Loaded; two ,.45 
caliber semiautomatic pistols fully loaded; a .30 caliber 
carbine loaded with a banana clip; £ ammunition, 
and two smoke-type hand grenades, 
remanded to custody of local author is held on 
State charges of escape a ; 
of murder and conspiracy. has en publicly identified 
as a member of the VO Central Committee formed in 1970, 







In coordination with the Special Investigation 
Division, intensified investigation is continuing to identify 
the unknown subjects involved in the escape, to establish VO 
complicity and evidence of violations under our jurisdiction. 
ACTION: 

For your information and interest, 
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This is to advise that on 2/27/73 the Committee 
on Internal Security, U. S. House of Representatives (HCIS), Bir 43 
adopted a resolution to conduct investigation and hearings 

to determine the extent, character, activities and objectives pf/ 7 
of six domestic Marxist-Leninist organizations sympathetic LEO! 

to the Communist Party of China. vo 











Mr. Herington __ 
2. INTERNAL SECURITY DATES 44-t™ BY 


: 3/14/73 


i (appointed on 3/1 ‘i ,» furnished a copy N 
b7C (attached) of the resolution adopted by the Committee on - 
i 3/27/73 which specifies e Revolutionary Union (RU), , y 
ae Venceremos Organization“(VO), Communist League (CL), ee aN 


American Communist Workers Movement (ACWM) , October League (OL) Ny, 
and I Wor Kuen (IWK) as organizations of current investigative Lo 
interest to the Committee. Last year the Committee conducted 


an extensive investigation of the RU and VO and produced.a ay 
202-page. report documenting the origin, objectives and activities Aas 
of these pro-Maoist groups. The report was primarily based ‘sy 


on the testimony of two former FBI informants we referred to 
HCIS and public source information, HCIS interview with a 
third FBI informant has been approved and is pending. The 
HCIS report has keen a valuable aid to our investigators and 
lav enforcement. 
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in the intricacies o nvestigations. Our = 
association with them has been cordial and they have been 2 
’ constantly alert to avoid any possibility of conflict with wal 
FBI interest. 2 
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 
Re: Investigatior. of Domestic Pro- 
a Chinese Communist Organizations 
, by the House Committee on 
Internal Security 


For the fiscal year of 1973, HCIS submitted a 
j budget of $575,000 which was cut back to $475,000 by the 
Committee on House Administration. The 1973 budget will 
be voted upon by the House of Representatives on 3/22/73 
and it is expected to be approved with substantial opposition 
(the fiscal year 1972 HCIS budget of $525,000 was approved 
by a vote of 304 to 102 with 26 abstentions), 


ACTION: 


For information, 
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WHEREAS, the House of Representatives ae authorized the 
Committee on Interral Security, acting as a whole or ‘by subcommittee, 
to make investigations from time to time of such organizations or 
groups, their members, agents, and affiliates, as are more fully 
set forth in House Rule XI, clause 11, to aid the Congress or any 
committee of the House in any necessary remedial legislation, and 
to report the results of any such investigation, together with such 
geoommendations as i: deems advisable; a 

WHEREAS, the Canadienne is in possession of information on 


the basis of which it has reason to believe that among organizations 


or groups operating within the United States (of the types and within 


the scope of the aforesaid Rule) are a number which appear to be 





Marxist-Leninist in character, proliferating within recent years 

following the break between the leadership of the Communist Party 

of the Soviet Union ani of the Communist Party of China, including 
the Revolutionary Union, Venceremos, the Communist League, American 
Communist Workers' Movement, the October League and I Wor Kuen, which 
are of déveatn in relation to their probable adverse impact upon the 
internal seaurtey of the United States; 

NOW THEREFORE for the purposes and pursuant to the authority 

of the aFoxeaata Rule: — 

: BE IT RESOLVED , that the Committee on Internal Security, or 


any subcommittee thereof appointed for such purpose, conduct investi- 


re and hearings at such times and places as the Chairman may 
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determine of the extent, character, objectives, and activities of 
each of the aforesa.d organizations, namely, the Revolutionary 
Union, Venceremos, the Communist League, American Communist Workers' 


Movement, the October League and I Wor Kuen, with particular reference 


to; 

(1) operational and organizational structure; 

(2) recruiting, indoctrination, training, and operational 
bpenaaducs 


(3) the extent, character, objectives, and activities of 
organizations or groups created or controlled by each; 

(4) the extent to which each of said organizations, and 
organizations or groups created or controlled by each, may be 
involved in acts of violence or other unlawful activities to 
accomplish their purposes and objectives; 

(5) the exter.t to thich and manner in which any of such 
organizations or groups may be aided or assisted, be supported by, 
or act in concert with foreign Communist powers, their agents or 
nationals; 

(5) the extent to which ani the manner in thich said 
organizations and groups are financed or otherwise supported; and 


, 


(7) all other facts in relation to the foregoing. 
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> ¥ This report is classified confidential inasmuch Ie a 
as it contains information from BD a 

SW and nensymbol sources, the unwarranted disciosu : 

o Would jeopardize the identities of sources of continuing i b7D 


value. Ww 
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fy Individnals mentioned in this report and residing 
fin the Los Angéles/San Bernardino area are under current 
finvestigation by this office to determine actual membership 
in the Venceremos organization (VO). VO members temporarily 
in San Bernardino are being investigated by the San Francisco 
Division and are currently under observation by the Los 
Angeles Division. 


f! 
ii 


Information received from the San Francisco Division 
indicates an active branch of the VO in Los Angeles, Intensive 
investigation tc date has not positively placed persons who 
have been contacted by VO within the membership rolls at this 


time. 












has brought 
local attencion bo the vo in San bexpardino and within Third 
World, New Left and communist based groups in the Los Angeles 
area. Bey area JO members have been highly active in speaking 
engagements and cund raising events to foster support from 
Los Angeles left:st D ions. The support solicited by 
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Los Angeles is aware that the FBI is not interestec. if 
in collecting information relative to VO defense strategies 
being utilized by Bay area members temporarily residing in 
the San Bernardino area as the Chino Defense Committee. This 

members to travel 


Hi 





DIC in the details or this report. Contacts were established 

with such groups és the Vietnam Veterans Against the War 

(VWVAW), Peace Action Council (PAC), Communist Party front 
organizations, Revolutionary Union (RU) members, radical 

law collectives, Mexican-American organizations, black prison 
reform sroups, ACLU, university and college campus orvanizations, 
Los Angéles Press Club, and other news media contacts. 
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VO has not sponsored any political demonstrations 
in Los Angeles or San Bernardino, but individual members 
have been identified at demonstrations relative to other 
causes. 


Los Angeles is of the opinion that a VO cadre \ 
has nd& been formed. It is felt that contacts by VO members 
are being maintaired with leftist organizations for the 
purpose of solidarity in the third world fight against 
oppression. In this regard, persons connected with YO. 
telephone numbers are being investigated by the Los Angeles 
Division-to determine actual VO involvement. 





Los Angeles is continually alert for sources who 
can be targeted for membership in the VO in Los Angeles and 


San Bernardino. 
In this repor special Agent who received 
ion eoncerning was SA 








b7C The Special Agent who observed VO 
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nember venicles au: San Bernardinc, 
California, 3/3/77, was 

b7C The Special Agent observing VO members in the 
vicinity of the Sen Bernardino County Courthouse was 
SA | 
LEADS 


LOS ANCELES 


AL LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: (1) Attempt to 
identify Los Angeles based VO members. 


(2) Will follow the activities of the Vo in 
Los Angeles and San Bernardino, California. 


INFORMANTS 
SCURCE LOCATION 
b2 
Set forth separately 
b7D . 
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at STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
LA 1OD-7 9092 
In Reply, Please Refer to 





WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535: 


File No. BU 50 -462905 June 12, 1973 
Director : 
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 
Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: INTERNAL SECURITY - . 


. VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 
Dear Sir: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement, between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categoriés checked. 


1. [_] Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 
2. (_j Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. (_) Threatening or abusive sstatement about. U.S. or foreign official. 
4 


- (_] Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 


(_] Wlegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 


on 


6. [_] Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 


7. (X] Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U: S. 


Photograph [_] has been furnished (CJenclosed . [_] is not available. 


Very truly yours, 


William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 
U. S. Secret Service 


Enclosure(s) 
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inQQsrnses DEPARTMENT OF P ie 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 115th MIG, San Pedro 

- NISO, LIND 

- OSI, Norton Air Force Base 
- U. &. Secret Service, Los Angeles 


Report of: p70 Office: Tos Angeles, California 
Date: Le/7 , 


Field Office File #: 1L06~796592 Bureau File #: 1L00-462905 





Copy to: 


He 


Title; 
VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 


Character: INCERNAL SECURITY - VENCEREMIS ORGANIZATION 


a The Venceremos Organizatior:, (VO), is a San Francisco 


peninsula based organization. Investization has indicated the 
VO has established a branch in Los Angeles, California. Investi- 
gation continues in the Los Angetes Division to determine 
actual YO menbership as set forth. Observation of VO based 
members currently residing in the San Bernardino, California, 
area, also set forth. At present, VO is operating in the Los 
Angeles area to bolster support for the Chino Defense Committee, 
San Bernardino, California, and investigation is continuing 

to determine if the VO has established a Los Angeles collective/ 


cadre. @ 


gor? : 
) pRCLASSTTEES 8 ay wr of 2. inlen 


CUASSIFIED BY: 
EXEMPT FROM GE 
SCHEDULE CF EXE 
EXEMPTION CATEé 
‘AUTOMATICALLY DEQLASSIFIED Onindefind te 


fin 


pe 









NARAL DECLASSIFICATION 
UTIVE ORDER 11652 





t 
BUNA i AF ; 
& SHED 
he) a3; 
a 
This document contains neither recomme :dations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your atency. 4. 
B.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 9 IPB 





; 


nce 2 Tae aia Ns Me EO POND LE I CLL AER EAI LT Ne LI ONO Alte OR (+ ten rs Ho aa AAR BRM SS RRA STN ESS ON 


LA 100-79692 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


I. ORGANIZATION. ...-- eee 
It ° FINANCES - ¢ . e ® e e ° ry ° e e 


Tiz. MEMBERSHIP e e e «  ° e.6¢ e e e ; 


Iv. FORCE AND VIOLENCE .. 1.4. 


V. CONTACES WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


VI. PRISON WORK IN LOS ANGELES . . 
VII. MISCELLANEOUS ....-..es 


e 


A AF SCE ITE, TEER TE aE CO Oe TT TE 
= PRAISED PERN a 


FRA an BEE SEIT 


oe  ¢@ 


LA 100-79692 


DETAILS: 
{, ORGANIZATION 
VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION (VO) 


Formed in December 1970, the VO, also 
known as Venceremos, is a militant Marxist- 
Leninist-Maoist organization composed 

of third world and white revolutionaries 
operating in the San Francisco Peninsula 
area. The publicly stated goal of the 

vo is to build a united front against the 
imperialist United States leading to the 
overthrow of the United States Government 
by force and violence, armed struggle, 
and urban. guerrilla warfare. The VO 

has publicly stated that ali members 

must know how to operate and service 
weapons and have weapons available. 


7 
| 
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CHINO DEFENS!3 COMMITTEE (CDC) 


On Nevember 30, 1972, a press notice, "For 
Immediate Releese" was distributed in the vicinity of 
the Ontario sunerior Court, Ontario, California, and 
a copy was ontained by a Special Agent of the FBI. 
This press rulease reads, in part, as follows: 


BACKGROUN.) INFORMATION FOR REPORTERS COVERING 
THE OCTOBER 6TH ESCAPE FROM CHINO PRISON BY 
RON BEATY; THE ARREST AND TRIAL OF BENTON 
DOUGLAS BURT AND ANDREA HOLMAN; AND THE 
VENCEREMCS ORGANLIZATION~-NOVEMBER 11, 1972. 


"The purpose of this release is to 
provide background information on the Venceremos 
organization to reporters covering the above 
mentioned events and people. When writing 
articles we hope reporters will refer to 
this bacxground rather than the House Internal // 
Security Committee (HISC) Report which was 





OES 


oo ¢ 


written by the extreme right wing of the United I 
States Congress and is inadequate in most of its 


detail. 


LA 100-79692 


"The Venceremos organization, as presently 
formed, was created in January 1970, when 
approximately half of the members of the 
Revolutionary Union (virtually all of those 
in the Bay Area) were reunited into an all- 
Chicano vurganization called Venceremos. 
Venceremos is a multi-national, communist 
revolutionary organization. The group is 
made up of people of various nationalities, 
Black, Chicano, ASian, Anglo, and others, 
and gua,antees the leadership of Third 
World comrades in all of its leading bodies, 
including the Central Committee. Venceremos 
comrades are united on the basis of five 
Principles of Unity and are dedicated to 
international proletarian revolution and 
the liberation of all oppressed peapies 
and nations. 


"Vonceremos cadre are involved in all 
forms of revolutionary organizirg in communi- 
ties, factories, schools, the army, and 
the jails. Members participate in running 
drug programs, child care centers, a community 
medical chinic, prison law and legal projects, 
tenants! unions, womens' centers, and other 
programs in the interest of poor and working 
people. Venceremos cadre also do extensive 
anti-war organizing, union organizing, and 
several members have run in locel elections. 
Because in all their actions Venceremos 
members work in the interests of the people 
and against the interests of the ruling 
class, ‘every Venceremos member must learn 
to operase and service weapons correctly, 
must have arms available, and must actively 
teach the oppressed people the importance 
and methods of armed and organized self- 
defense,.! 
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"FOR FURTHER INFORMATION i 
“Z +? 


The conplete text of the above mentioned press 
release is herea:ter set forth. 


"CIARLES ARRY DEFENDS TWO REVOLUTIONA ES 
CHARGED WITH TH OCTOBER 6 MURDER OF A CHINO PRISON 
GUARD. vw, 


"Three months after the House Internal Security 
Committee cieclared Venceremos the ‘greatest potential | | 
threat tc -nternal security’ in the United States, 
the San Prancisco Bay Area revolutionary organiza- 


bai made &he hewasines again. 
: . °  3MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATION: 
"On Oct er 6, arencerénos member and Cnino 


Immate, Renald Wayne Beaty, was freed from the 
custody of two Chino ae a were taking him 


to court. 
\. San OF SUBJLIT CRCANIZATIOA 
"One sland waswkilled mie the other oe 
allegedly by Venceremos_member Andrea Lynn Wollman} 
her fianc?, Benton Douglas 
with Beaty); and two anes 









“More than a week bef arrants were issued 
on Friday, October 20, for the arrests of Holman 
and Burt, two other people were arrested on murder 
charges -.n connection with the case. Cheryl Ann !! 
Hockin, a Hayward resident, and David Allamys 

Vencer2mos member living in Mcuntain View, 
both pronptly released when authorities realiztéd 
they had no evidence on which ta hold the two. 
MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATION 

"Tris Thursday, November 30, at 1:00 PNM in 

Ontario Superior Court, Department W-3 (1540 N. 
Mountain Ave., Ontario) , Holman and Burt will 
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appear before Judge Garner in an attempt to have 
bail set and to enter a number of important motions. 


"They are being defended by a legal team 
including Charles Garry (who successfully defended 
Black Panthers Huey FP. Newton and Bobby Seale in 
their murder trials), Thomas Nolen and Walter 
Hunkeler. 


i 
qt 
+ 
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"tyere also will be a pre-trial hearing on 
December 29. The trial is tentatively scheduled 
for January 8. 


(EDITORS NOE: Enclosed are several other releases 
and a pullout from the Venceremes newspaper PAMOJA 
VENCEREMOS., This is for use as background informa- 
tion anias a further explanation of the events and 
politics surrounding the case. Any additional 
informe.tion you might want about the case or the 


bIC natures and sstivities of the Venceremos organization 


b7c 


(EDITORS NOTE: The following information is a 
compilation of releases issued previously as well 
as general, background information about the case 
and the Venceremos organization. Also enclosed 

b7C in this packet is a pull-out from PAMOJA NCEREMOS . 


f you bav2 any questions, please contact 
at the above number.)" 


[ 


ae, VO members and sympathizers connected with the 
venceremos Defense Committee, (later known as the CDC) were 

b7Cc observed at the Ontario Superior Co i rio. California. 

Bay area VO menbers identified were 
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On March 8, 1973, a Special Agent of the FRI 
observed vehicles of VO age a oat 
an Bernardino ‘aLifornia. -1eg were Dems veTeD 
bIC ] 
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b7D A vopy of a leaflet depicting the BEATY escape 
Cass weing distributed in East Los Angeles barrio, was 
provided to the Los Angeles Division.. 
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RIGHT NOW ABOUT 21,000 MEN AND WOMEN ARE IN CALIFORNIA STATE PRISONS. 
50% OF THESE pa La 90-95% OF THEM HAVE NEVER HAD A JURY 
TRIAL. 


ANDREA AND DOUG BURT, BIB SEABOCK AND JEAN-HOESON GOT LEGAL SUPPORT FOR 
PRISONERS AND EXPOSED T-+#7INHUMAN TREATMENT ALL PRISONERS RECEIVE. NOW 

THE FOUR STAND TRIAL FOX MURDER. THEY ARE BEING FRAMED BY The F.B.I., And RON 
BEATY, A_ PRISON ER TO San THEY GAVE LEGAL AID. THE FACTS TELL THE STORY: 


ae oy Bs Bien Ey oe 3% thy ports "3 





Oct. 6 ~- Ron Beaty escapes from a Chino 
State prison vehicle, during an ambush in 
which one guard is killed. In the prison 
car Beaty plants a file containing letters 
from Andrea Holman Burt, a member of 
Venceremos who was working on legal rights 
for prisoners, and Jean Hobson who was also 
involved in the prison movement. 


Oct. 12-13 - Two other Bay Area people are 
arrested for nurder. Both are released for 
lack of evideiice. 








Oct. 20 - Warrants are issued for Andrea 
Holman Burt & Doug Burt charging them wit) 
murder and aicina in the escape of a présoner. 
Doug Burt 73 released from Chino prison in 
June, 1972 and continued working for 
prisoners' rights in the community. Here he 
met Andrea and they fell in love. 
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idvaiiventir toe nacaced Oct, 23 - Andrea and Doug voluntarily 
ANDREA BURT surrender in Menlo Park. 


Nov. 2 - After 10 days in jjiail Andrea & Doug have the right to a preliminary 
hearing to determine if there is enough evidence to have a trial. Since the D.A. 
could present no evidence, the charges by law are dropped. But seconds laver 
they are rearrested and by the time the second ForSrerareyr nr ty ae v 
10 day period is up the D.i\. obtains indictments }. a 
from the Grand Jury on the same charges. At the 
Grand Jury hearing the D.A. can ask all the 
questions he wants. It is a way of bypassing a 
preliminary hearing. 
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Nov. 30 - Bail denied for Andrea & Doug. 


Dec. 11 - Ron Beaty & Jean Hobson are 
arrested crossing the San Francisco Bay Eatidees 





Dec. 19th - Arrests are made by the F.B.1., 
San Bernardino Sheriffs, ard local police in 
the San Francisco area and Arizona. The 
arrests are based on Beaty's testimony after a : 
his capture. Bob Seabock is arrested on \ ie Bere a ee a 
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a " JEAN woRson 


‘DOG. 21 1_- Bob, Andrea, 
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and on the jab organizing. Six others gre arrested and charged with | hiding” 


an escaped. prisoner. p ’ 
ee? Jean are i eae 0 SP vans Jury. For Andre 


“poug this is the fourtm time the same dharges havV@been brought against then 
peaty makes his deal with the police & ail prior charges are dropped. He face 
20 years in prison before he made this dqal. Beaty then pleads guilty to firs 
degree I murder which makes him eligible far parole in 7 years. 










Jan. 5 = Charges are dropped for Tack of tevidence on 4 of the people arr e eles 
for hiding a prisoner. 
Feb. 15 - Andrea & Doug are married while in jail. 
April 3 - Andrea & Doug's trial starts. | 
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The frame-up of Bob, Jean, Andrea and ‘Doug was set-up to scare people away 
from working with prisoners. The government has tried frame-ups before: 
Angela Davis, Ruchell Magee, Los Trés, ou Lawton, George Jackson. But 
frame-ups don't wor’ because: 
: H 
PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY GIVE THEIR SUPPORT. MANY 
JURORS SEE THROUGH THE LIES AND MOST IMPORTANT ~- 
PEOPLE HAVE TIGHTENED THE LINK! BETWEEN PRISONERS 
AND SUPPORT OUTSIDE. BOB, ANDREA, DOUG, AND. JEAN 
NEED YOUR HELP NOW! CCME TO THEIR TRIAL. JOIN 
THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE. CALL 888 - -0477 FOR INFORMATION. 
The trial for Andrea and Doug started Apri] 3rd in Judge Halderson's Superi 
Court, 3rd floor, Department 10 at the County Court House at 4th and Arrowh 
It is held Monday througn Thursday, 10:06 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Pre-trial moti 
for Bob and Jean are starting next week. 
i. 
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A newspaper article published on the Claremont 
College campus, Claremont, California, on May @, 1973, 
depicts Vencereros members and their involvement in the 
Chino escape case. The article is entitled, "'Weird' 
events cloud Chino escape trial." 
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By BILL WEIRICK 
Features Editor - 


floor, wing} has been the scene since Apr’! 23, of a 
murder trial surrounded with revolutionary 
politics, sensationalisms, ineapiicable  cir- 
cumstances, and paranoia. if the aames Charles 
Barry, the Chino Escape case, Renald 3eaty, or 
Andrea and Doug Burt are familiar you may begin 
to glimpse the paradoxical nature o/ {he case. 

They are all players in the act called :he Chino 
Escape Case. On October 6, 1972, Runaid Beaty was 
being driven from theCalifornia Institute for Men at 


£4 
ire aN teh 
ub GSC 


‘San Bernardino Court House (Dept. 10, third | 


Chino to the San Bernardino Courthouse. .According — 


to the surviving guard, two men, eac driving a car, 
forced their guarded car off the road, released 
Beaty, and shot to death his fellev guard while 
wounding him. 

Eventually, two members, “ncrea air? Douglas 
Burt, were charged and So for mit: and 
lynching. Later, Jean Hobson and Kul: Seabock were 
indicted on identical charges. The Curts ere the two 
whose trial is now in progress. 

Charies Garry is head defense lawyer. He has 
been the lawyer for Huey Newton, Lus Sizte, Bobby 
Seale, and Hricka Heggins. One of 3 specialities is 
jury selection procedure. From personal ob- 
servation, I can report he is a master of in- 
terrogation. 

Venceremos is a political organization devoted, in 
their words, to developing a “‘multi-national 
Marxist-Leninist revolutionary organization’. 
Howard Bruce Franklin, the Stanford English 
professor fired for political activities, was one of the 
founding forces of the group. He was momentarily 
charged in’ connection with the Beaty escape. 





Several other Venceremos members uy and down | 


the coast cither had their home: searched or 
themselves arrested during the seaych for Beaty. 

Many circumstances surrounding this scene can 
only be described as “weird’’. Beaty was being 
transported by unarmed guards without radio 
communication, despite the fact that he had earlier 
escaped from the same prison, kidnapped a guard 
and his girl friend, and been in an auto wreck 
claiming the life of one person while fleeing. 

The California Correctional Officer Association 
has gone on record charging that prison officials 
wred-sgnored a tip that Beaty was plagning an 
escape, and that if prison rules had be en “Touowed 
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the 1e guard would not have been killed. ween mes 

“Guards are only armed when transporting an 
“escape risk’; Beaty was net so classified, _ 

Furthermore, the Court had mailed a continuance ~ 
order delaying Beaty’s appearance the Tuesday 
before the escape. The day before the escape, the 
County Clerk called the prison to confirm the delay. 
She also talked to Beaty personelly. On Octeber 32, 
1972, it was reported. that the person who tran- 
sferred the call (o Beaty has not come forward. 

An official at Chino admitted (after the esca pe) 
that there was a tip Beaty was 3lannirg an esca 
but thatthe information wes insufficient to ca 
upon, Af turns out the two guards were transporting 
asécently escaped prisoner nut under an “escape 


isk” classification, unarmed, to a non-existent 


court appearance. 

First reports anenied Beaty, two men, and a 
woman were at large. Then, Beaty ard three men, 
then four “suspects” and one vomai. Two men, 
Doug Burt and Bob Seabock, and two women, 
Andrea Burt and Jean a fy @ PN AiaEAd, 

Reaty, after being ca 
Bay Bridge with Jean Hobson : ad 
four defendants, has had his tventy-vear sentence 
from his previous escape attempt reduced to seven 
after pleading guilty to first degree murder. | 
Charges in connection with his latest escape at-* 
tempt were dropped. 

Venceremos. members claim Beaty joined the 5 
organization, rnade the escape, and subsequently 
implicated members in an attempt to ‘save his own 
skin,” i.e. to get out of prison eariier. 

Beaty, after being 
circles. The 1972 FBI annual report labeled Ven- 
ceremos as & Pro Chinese Communist Organization, . 
saying they claim to be in the erabryonic stages of 4 
protracted war with the establishment. A plain- 
clothesman at the Courthouse told me, “these ’ 
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. people are capable of anything.” 


The trial goes on Monday through Timewtiy from 
10-12 a.m. and 1:30-4 p.m. A group partial to the 
defendants’ perspective, the Cla em 3nt_ Liberation 
Frent, is organizing a car pool. co ‘tie Courthouse 
“torhtPow at 1 p.m.Phey will leave from the San- 
born parking Ict- at Pitzer, Anyoie wishins.tg> 


contact-this group for information or rides can 


contact Cherene | at 2850. 
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Tr, FINANCES 
fenalitelO e cneceeemenieemnanal 


Los Angeles has no information concerning the 
method of financing utilized for VO operations in the 
Los Angeles area with the exception of fund raising 
events mentioned within this report. 
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Ses forth is a partial verbatim transcript of 


the pertinens rortion of VO Central Committee member H. BRUCE i i 
FRANKLIN s commentary on radio staticn KPFA~FM in Berkeley, ! 
on April 27, 1073, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. 


" .. our experience in LA recently, where 
we just established a branch of VO, really 
convinced us of this. So we wernt down to LA 
where we found dozens and dozens af groups; 
Chicano groups, black groups, ani Asian groups 
engaged ina hell of a lot of. revolutionary 
activities in the community with significant 
mass base in the community, but not linked up 
into a broad revolutionary movement. We found V 
that the Chicano groups, the black groups and 
the Asiar. groups had no contact with each other, 
almost zero, and when we started trying to get 
people together on the basis of a multi- 
national revolutionary organization, a lot 
of people were very enthusiastic about that 
and we have an organization there. But we 





e ¢ 


LA 100-79692 


found that ud to now it has been virtually 
impossible to recruit white people into that 
organization. We have an organization there 
Which is essentially entirely third world. 
We have tried to recruit white people into 
it and what it comes down to is that people 
who agree generally with the political aim 
say very frankly and openly they can't do 

it because it is too risky... 


An article appeared in the VO newspaper, "Venceremos,' |. 
Volume III, Number 6, May 26 to June 7. The article is = 
entitled, "Venceremos Expands in Southern Calif." The author 
is CAES MCORE, nonvoting Central Committee member. 
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by Caesax Moore, Kunast 


a 
During the past two months, 


Venceremos has expanded its orgen- 
izational structure by the estab- 
lishment of bases in the southern 
district of the so-called United 
States. The new bases are located 
‘in the areas of Weet Los Angeles, 
San Bernardino, and Pico Rivera. 

The membership of these new 
areas consist predeminately of Third 
World people, a cordition entirely 
opposite to the northern California 
district. The area leadership is 
strong and conscientious, and pro- 
gressive programs aad practice are 
anticipated from the southern area. 

“In addition te the establishment 


of new *rganinction. bacic da the few 
southern district, several new and } 
suppdértive relationships have been i 


developed with revolutionary organ- 
izations und functioning groups of 
that area. It is the feeling of 
the organization tiat such a step 
toward national establishment has 
been long overdue. 

It ig essential. and necessary 
that the people of the southern 
aistrict recognize che fact that 
this is their organivation, estab- 
lished and designed in the interest 


of their liberation. The-.cities of 


os Angeles and San Bernardino are 
political cess-pools of imperialist 
oppression, And such age old land 


marks of unchained fascism can only 
by changed by THE POWER OF THE 
PEOPLE, 

For futher information contact 
Venceremos offices in the southern 
Califernia district: 


1. 1955 Darby St., San 4 


Bernardino §8§7-2242 . 
2. 535 Grand Ave., Pico "368 
otf Rivera = = 949-1989 
3. 4126 Somersct Dr., West 
Les Angeles 229.0672 ‘ 
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A Special Agent of the FE s Angeles, advised 
that the Seas “periloned in the CANSAR MOORE article 
Lok 1 at 1955 Larby Street, ls the residence of 
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ae contact | adgress which yas set forth by CALSAR 
MOORE in the article "Venceremos — in Southern Calif” 











LG 8, fictitious address. ‘This s given as 535 
- «6 wee oben ’ Be yer ea i we a ‘. 
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The following article appeared in the "Daily 
Report" newspaper, mail edition, Ontario - Upland, California, 
on November 1,.°1972. The article concerns the Venceremos 
and the trial of ANDREA HOLMAN and BENTON BURT, charged 
with murder ond lynching relative to the BEATY escape. 
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By STEVE PAPINCHAK 
Daily Report Stati Writer 
“Venceremos.”” Before last 

menth probably few West 

End residents ever heard that 

werd. Yencerenmios, however, 

may prove to be an emotion 
packed term that local resi- 
dents may never forget, 

Venceremos firs! hit local 
news pages on Oct. 6, the day 
unarmed California Institute 
for Men guard Jesus Sanchez 
was killed in an ambush 
shcoting. 

News reports said Ronald 
Beaiy, 35, the convict freed in 
the ambush, had writien ar- 
ticles for newspapers pub- 
lished by Venceremos, a re- 
volutionary group from the 
south ‘San Francisco Bay 
area. It. was said that Beaty 
was a; member of Vence- 
remos, 

The term appeared again 
when two persons, hunted by 
police, turned themselves in 
to the FBI in Menlo Park for 
questioning in connection with 
satichez’ death. 


' Andrea -Holrnan, 18, and 





Benton Burt, 3 30, were trans- 
ported to Cntarie under 
heavy armed guard to face 
murdey and lynching charges. 

Mis) Bolman, qeughier of a 
professor of medicine at Stan- 
ford University, is a member 
of Veaceremos. 

Bert, who has served 10 
years in San Que.ttin and Fol- 
som reisoas, although not a 
Venceremos meinber, is a 
“revetationary bi other.” ac- 
he a oe for 


-y 








sh. warily, whe nas 
receivea a national reputation 
for successfully defending 
Black Panther Party mem- 
bers, appeared in Ontario last 


Garry said he would defend 
Buri and Miss Holman, 
whose family is personal 
frienus of the San Francisco 
attorney. 

The Venceremos have al- 
ready indicated hey feel 
Burt aid Miss Holman “were 
framed’ and are facing a 
political trial. 


Thus, the stage 4as been 


“close scrutiny of th 





set for a long, well publicized 
irial — and the term Vence- 
remos will appear throughout 
the trial. : 

While Venceremos may be 
a new word in the West End 
vocabulary, the tern: cad the 
group fas heen wider the 
Vederal 
Bureau of Investigation for 
fhe last twe years. 

Jn addition, the House Com- 
mittee on Internal Security 
after holding public hearings 
issucd a 2WG-page repair vil 
the radical gruup. 

The commiitee d-fined the 
Venecremos as  \merica’s 
principal and most active 
Maoist organization. . 


Richard H. Yehord, chair- 


.man of the committee, said, 


“T was astounded at their de- 
scription of the unequivocally 
vielent objectives of the 
grap (and) che fanatical de- 
dication of its adherevis . 
Ichord was speaking of the 


‘Revolutionary Union which, 


after internal strife, split and 


‘formed the niore militant 


Vencerermos in January, 1871. 
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Most of the iaformation 
published by the internal se~ 
curity committee was gath- 
ered by Lawrence and Betty 
Sue Gof, FBS undercover in- 
formants who a 
“joined” the Venceremos and 
Revolutionary Union. 

The Goffs testified that the 
Venceremes felt “revolution 
in Ameriza was just around 
the corner.” The Vencere:mnos 
have a near fanatical dedica- 
tien to the teachings of Mao 
Tse-Lung, according to the rz 


pot. * ; 
Venceremos members re 
ceive extensive training in 


handling of firearms and ex- 
plosives, and believe armed 
revolution would be necessary 
to overthrow the “imperialist 
government,” according to 
the report. 

Revolutionary Union mdm. 






bers discredited ihe com- 
mittee report, saying the 
Goff's were actually hired by 


the FEY to provoke violent 
acts. : 

The Venceremos aid Re- 
volutiouary Unien held that 
they de not engage in vislent 
acts and any weapons owned 
by members are for the pur- 
pose of seif defense, a meces- 
sity because of constant pa- 
‘ssment. 
Classification: 


Submitting Office: 
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The Venceremos regard the 
Black Panther-Barty as ine: 
‘vanguard of the re svolution.” 
Before the Revolutionary 
Union split, the Venceremos 
were all Mexican-Americans. 
The 200 members now are al- 
most evenly split between 
Anglos and Chicanos, accord- 


- ing to the report. 


The Goffs testified  tnat 
within the Revolutionary 
Union was a “special se ret 
apparatus,” formed {6 con- 
duct illegal operations seea 
as assassinations, bank rob- 
beries and sabotage. 

The report added that the 
highly secretive “apparat us” 
plained ta establish an un 
eerground e@scap? sea for 
members who pelea aris 
of sabotage. 

The Vencerernos belicve the 
American court systern 1s in- 
herently unjust because it 
lacks a trial by peers, whieh 
requires that “judges and 
jury members live in the 
community directed.” 

“We want all Third World, 
working class people and 
youths now imprisoned to be 
set frea because the overw- 
helming majovity_ ot them 
have not béen (ried” by their 


peers. 
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On November 30, 1972, a press notice for 
immediate release, was distributed in the vicinity 
of the Ontario Superior Court, Ontario, California, 
and a portion of that release obtained by a Special 
Agent of the FBI relating to VO violence reads as 
follows: 


"Some o> the most widely knarn events 
in which Venceremos cadre have partici- 
pated include the following: 


"Rekruary 1971: Third World Vence- 
remos cadre organized and led several 
demonstrations in the working class 
sections of Redwood City, in support 
of Los S..ete de la Raza, who were on 
trial in that city. 


; The Vencernes rinisi. y 

ri publishes a bivdekiy news- 
AMOJA VENCEREMOS \( Together 

We Will Win} Which reports on local, 

nation;1, and international revclitionary 
struggles and aches revolutiorary 45 
ideology to a working class reavership 

of about 4,000. 
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"Ongoing: Vencermos cadre, following Third World 
leadership, heve helped organize and run Peoples! Medical 
‘Center. The center provides lowcost/free medical assist- 
ance to thousends of Blacks, Chicanos and poor whites in 
Redwood City, trains paramedics and community medical 
workers and téaches preventative medical techniques to 
people throughout the community. 





"April, 1971: Venceremos cacire, in alliance with 
the Black Liberation Front, Stantord BSU, the Black 
Workers Caucus, and Alianza Latina, participated in 
and prov:.ded leadership ina labor dispute to rehire a 
Black worker at the Stanford Hospital who had been fired 
for attempting to organize a unior. | 

MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATION 

"August, 1971: Mort'\Newman, a Venceremos member, 
sucecscfrulls prevented pollire from illegally entering 
his hoi in Menio Park, usu, a shougun to halt the 
entry. In subsequent arrests, both Newman and Bruce 
Pollock were charged with pwessession of materials 
with intent to make a destructive device, Newman 
was alse charged with assault with a deadly weapon 
on a police officer, Several months of organizing 
around the right of armed self-defense led to a 
total acquittal on all charges, including the defense 
of the home. 







"On Saturday, October 7, Veuceremos learned 
that Ron Beaty, a Venceremos comrade being held cap- 
| tive in Chino Prison, had been liberated successfully 
| from the hands of the state. 





"Since that time, FBI agents and other secret 
police have staxed out the homes of Venceremos com- 
rages and even made threatening visits to people's 
homes. As expected, the forces of repression have 
pointed their finger at Venceremos in their attempt 
to hold someone accountable. Since the report of 
the House Internal Security Committee, the secret 
police have stepped up their efforts to find an 
excuse to attack our organization. ; 
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"The authorities have intentionally hidden the 
fact that Ron Beaty is a revolutionary, a servant of 
the people, who has a history of defending the rights 
of fellow inmates both as a leader of political strug- 
gle against unjust conditions and as a jailhouse lawyer. 


"Originally imprisoned for a $5 armed robbery, 
Ron escaped from Chino for the same reason he may have 
committed the robbery: he was acting in natural response 
to an inhuman system. When someone is hungrey and no 
one will give him a job, he 'steals.! 


"We understand virtually every man and woman 


inside the prison institutions of this country to be ., 


politica’ prisoners because they are victims of such 
a cmc! system, and it is fhe existence of the ruling 
Class, the .ich few of this ccuntry. who maintain the 
prisons, who are the reason why the majority of the 
people who are imprisoned to begin with. As Ven- 
ceremos Principles of Unity state {pp. 12-12) 'We 
want all Third World, working class people, and 
youth now imprisoned, to be set free because the 
overwhelming majority of them have not been tried 

by their peers. They have received only injustice 
from this system. Free All Political Prisoners.'! 


"Prison is only the maximum security of this 
society; for oppressed people, the outside is still 
minimum security. The liberation of Ron Beaty is 

' not an isolated event, and in fact is part of an 
international struggle in defense of poor and working 
people, for whereever the system of U.S. imperialism 
represses, opprcesses, and exploits people, there is 
bound to be resistance. This is a law of history. 
Throughout the world and throughout the United States, 
poor and working people, led by people of color, are 
fighting back against the imperialists, and the lib- 
eration of Ron Beaty is just another example of the 
Struggie that is unfolding in American schools, 
factories, prisons, and communities. 


ole 
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"Some say, ‘Well, a guard was killed. A human 
life was lost. This is terrorism!! But it is the 
prison guards who are the real terrorists--brutalizing 
inmates daily--and the men and women who resist in 
any way are special targets for such attacks. There 
are many men anc. women like Ron Beaty inside prisons 
who are revolutionaries, comrades who have dedicated 
their lives to the struggles of tke people. They are 
determined to help build a new society. All of us 
on the outside must support these brothers and sisters 
who are brutalized, thrown into isclation from other 
inmaes, violated, recharged, and convicted on false 
charges, because they are fighting for us. 


‘We are overjoyed that comrade Ron Beaty is once 
again free end we hope that he reinains free. Wherever 
he is, “é are Ssur2 that he wil! do his best to serve 
the peoples. The conditions of prison throughout this 


country, from Attica to San Quentin to Chino gic- 
tate that in order to escape inhumane conditions 
prisoners are bound to break out. rebel, and resist 
| To these comrades, Venceremos Says, 'Right On!'! 
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The Black Penther Party (BFF 
exsremist organization start 
Caiifornia, in December 1966. xt advo seated 
the use of guns and guerrilla tactics to 
bring a abot ‘the overthrow of she United 
States Government. The Los Bung seles BPP 
Chepter follows the ideology anid aio tates 
of the BPP Tational mea fe oe g, Oakland, 
California. 
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The VVAW is a national organization 

Comp Ised pis rily of veteruns of the 

Vietnam War, which has conducted 
rt vo onnyane 


ls 
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objective is Abe 
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enc. ef Fa hare and withds rawal of all 
American troops from Indochina. 






Phe Brown Berets was formed in 1967, 

composed predominantly of Mexican- 
Americans within the eastside of 
‘Los. Angeles, for the purpose of 
opposing alleged discrimination bY 

the Anglo-ertablishment. Tne Lr 
stated mottc is "Yo Serve, Observe, 
and Protect." They have been active 
in demonstretions egainst Local law 
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| enforcencns agencies and the parti- 
4 ; sipation of the Mexican-Americans 
in the Victnem War. 
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“\ eoordinates demonstrations and 
. of protests against Los volvement 
* dn Southeast Asia. 


; Leia wes atten S aa 
x, Southern California District Communist 


“<Danty as recently as November 1900. 


x 


‘The PAC is an umbrella organization which 
other forms 






z nes of the mae 


The RU was founded in early 1968 and is 
@ Militant, semiclandestine organization. 
Its objectives, as set out in its publica~ 


tions, are the development of a united 


front against imperialism, the fostering 

of revolutionary working-class unity and 

leadership in struggle, and the formation 
of a communis’ party based on Marxism- 
Leninism-MAO Use-tung thought, leading 
to the overthrow of the United States 

Govermment by force and violence. 
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: H, BRUCE FRANKLIN was the guest speaker at the 
University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA). On February b2 
the “anshen Organization 






















» 27, 14973, FRANKLIN was a guest_of DIC 
bne associated students. 
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UCLA campus. H. BRUCE “4 
erviewed & Taremont College, March 2, 
1973, concerning his revolutionary ideas and his Maoist 
convictions. FRANKLIN's comments were reported in the 
v ‘Claremont Collegian,’ Claremont, California, on March 2, 
1975. 


Fanshen is a Marxist-Leniniss group 
formed on the University of California 
.at Los Angeles (UCLA) campus in 
January 1973. In the main, it's 
activities have been directed towards 
presenting Marxist-Leninist theory 
en the TOA canmnug and demcnstreting a8 2 pares 
agains: American imperialism abroad 
ano racist activities in the United 
States, . 
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Fruce Franklin is a revoluticnary by niture and a 
dcist by conviction, 7 


Fired from his teaching position at Stanford several 
years ovo for advocating a restructuring af that waivers 
Franklin has been speaking lately at various campuses, 
tnast recently here at Claremont. 

In the following exclusive inferviow, Frarklin gives his 
thoughts on Macism, freedom in*China and the United 
States, his dismissal from Stanfurd, and a bruia! en- 
counter with the FBI. 

You’ve been billed as a Maoist. in what s2nse shculd we 
tuke that? . : 

I believe that there is a systematic baly of scientific 
theory and knowledge called Mar-vism/Leninism., It’s a 
nicgthoadology, a body of theory. ; 

Mao is the leading Marxist/Leninist theorist of our 
present pericd. That's not a very unusual belief in teday’s 
world. 

Do vou think of yourself cu un expone..! cf world coc 
miunism,.or more as an exponent cf sceialism as the best 
thing for America? - ae 

“The first, rather than the second. if you're a communish 


your worldview doesn’t stop at natural borders. | 








, Then you would disagree with scmvone like Stalin wks 
sdvocated “communism in one country’? v 

Stalin didn't say “communism in one country’. Stalin 
was the main theorist for thre: decades for world 
revolution. He said “secialism in une country”, using this 
a3 a base for world revolution. Ard cn this str y the 
world revolution developed. Thai’s why Ho Chi Minh and 
Mao Tse Tung saw themselves as distiples and followers 
of Stalin. 

Would you call Stalin the intaliectual ancestor of 
modern revolutionary thought? 

Oh yes, oh ves. 

Concerning the present internatiorel situation, do you 
See Mao’s teachings being commrcimised by the detente 
between the United Siates and Ri China, between en 
imperialistic capitalistic power citd the revolutionary 
state par excellence? 

No. That's consistently been Mao's principle. It’s 

asiwaly Leninist foreign policy. Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Ho 
Cai Minh, all reeegnized that, thins being what they are 
in the fwenticth century, socialist revolution is going to 
“inoutin once country after another and that it’s ¢cing to 
le recessary io have peaceful conxistence between the 
secialist countries and the imperialist countries... 
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earricd_out by the people of the particular country-- 
outside countries can't impert or export revoltion. New 
on Ube other hand, the Chincse reeeunize uy have an 
absoluio culigatien to suspert the revelutionary struggles 
of the peogles throught the world. 

Looking at China, what is there that should appeal to 
us? Would you consider the Chinese system os the 
paradigm for a “good” political system? 

You use ihe term “gots i King 3 of Way conctary to hew 
a Marxist would look at thi , 

What we learn specifical opie of China is 
thatat is possible for the aa qhatiity ui. parole, poor 
pecple, working peopls, ta contrel not on'y their own 
government, not only their ows sat productive 
processes, but also the cultural life ef the country. The 
poor man Can control the culture in suck @ way that 
benefits him. : 

My own view is the the Cultura! Revolution in China in 
1965 was predably the most imj-ortant siagie event in 
human history. It is extremely important that we learn 
what has happened in the cultural reveluisn, 

y4s 1 understand you, the significance cf the cultvral 

revolution is that the people themselve; shaped the 













cu Itur e of the country. . fe 
Right, t 
Now, how would the U.S. experience differ from the 
Chinese in enabling the peopts i shape Sioa aellteite of the 
country? : 
Take -the -experience of going to schos!, vhat we're 
taught abcut cultural activities is that there are a coupie 
of great geniuses that come along ev century that 
create these preat works. And if we wors hard enough, 
and are lucky enough. and have brilliant eno: vgh 
professors, then we can “hope” to be abl: to understand 
these works. 
We are taught that we are incapable of creat ing culture 
curse elves, whereas ave age peorie reaily create ihe 
important euliure. But the Chinese education is aimed a 
- showing people that they ave wonderfully pes ble of bike 
all these things: wriling poctry, comprsing music, and 
having @rama groups. 


Under the Chinese system, as you describe it, there 
seéms ta be a greater emphasis on self-expression and 
fulfil Iment than in the U.S, 

Oh yeah, definitely. 

Is there a cant between freedom of expression in 
Ching and the limitations that ere olaved on speech and 
thought? In China aren't there cevta:n things that one 
should: NE say--does this pose a preslem? e 

No, I think just the opposite. In Chinese society the 
As pe believe in general cat if your opinion is diffarent 
iat mest pecple’s epinioa's then you not only have a 
ricut toexpress it, but ycu ed have an eblisation to othe 
peopie to express it. If you're right, they ought to know 
about it. 

wo. with respect to political opir iong? tance 

‘ Cefinitely, People are constantly encourage? 


















China) to engage in political struggie in all levels of 
society whereas in this country, if you dissent, yourting 





Consider Eitsborg, the Berrigans, Spock, Fred Hampton, 
and my own case at Stanferd. ; 

As Tremember the newsperer accounts of ti:e incident, 
wasn't there something to do with inciting to disturb the 
orderly functioning of Stanford University? 

Well, sure. They thought what I was saying was 
disturbing the onder at Stenferd. I was advesatin ng dif- 
ferent kinds of relafionshins in the otha gf 

They puslist ted tie speeehes that I made. . . They said 
that I couldn't be rehabilitatea because of my p Dav ecepbina 
of reality. “those ure their terms. 

T see. Were you advocating a change in the structure of 
the university or iis abolition? 

. In plain Ensilish, ali chat I did was to advacate that 
the univers ity belongs to the pect ple~I didn’t do anything. 

It seems Uke there isa mejor free speech iscue here. 

Yes. The At CLYis, by a vete of 24 to no! thing by its beard 
of governcrs, suing Stanford to reingiate me. Stanford has 
gore to Court tc iave the suit thrown out on the basis that 
the first arnendtant deesn’i apnly to Stanford as a private 
university, 

Since the Stanford dismissal, have you noliced anyone 
following you in the dark of nicht? —. 

On December 19 two dozen i*BI agents kicked in our 
front door a and walked j in with shet guns and pointed them 
atmy three en oniat my w ‘ife. They irished me and 
shackled :. 
















idroy2 ine op i San Francisco on chores 
that were later -dropped. } was arrested on charges of 
harboring a feceral fugitive--totally coneec!od Per nea 
‘How do you view the revelutiona ary moed in the United 
Siates right now? Is it pretty dead? 4 


Well, there ig a whole jot more revolution ary con- 
ciousness now than in the history of this country. I Uink 
that people are realizing t ihe’, since the snontancous 
uprisings of the black pecoie in 1964-63, we are not going to 
win through spontaneous uprisings. We need 
organization; we have to rreceed ina disciplined manner 
for an exierded period cf time. 

‘A lot of the revolutionary practices that are soing on 
now are not being covered by the media. . .Pecple don’t 
put things tegether very we clleve awhen the details appear 
in the paper, When you think of the airereit carriers that 
were iny oived in some kind cf insurgency las! year, that’s 
most of the fleet. The reason the U.S. hed to rely on the B- 
52’s (durinztheheavy bombing ofthe Hanio-Haiphong area 
in Decaniser) was that the carriers were out of action. 

Tremember on Nevember 10 when I was in San Diego I 
waw five aircraft carriers there that were unable to be on 
station because of the condition of the crews. There’s a 
revolutionary newspaper being published on every air- 
craft carricr in ihe fleet now. 

Docs’ the revolutionary movement draw tie buik of 
its strength from frinpe™ groups, racnorities, and 

' discontenis? Aren't the rank and file-tre acrespace and 
automotiis workers—fairly well insulated froin this typ 
of acliviiy? - 

You really have to investigate the facts of U.S. seciety. 
What you just said contained a very ¢ common misunader- 
standing. On one hand you talk about fri inge groups, 
and on tire clher you talk about automobile workers. Tre 
overwhelining majorily of aulomonile workers are black. 

In Detreit, ina a3 and $0 percent cf tue production 
workers are idack, Now these are the very people woo 
rose upin Augest, 1987 and burned dowen hail the city and 
feuchi ths nr uy aed for several duys 
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© Bay area. Oo present 
2 embers 
reporters tor 


he Los Angeles Meee Press and VVAW members from the Los 
geles area. ley ‘\ 
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held at the fat 

Approximately thirty~rivyt "Oruy people attended, ell 
vehicles of varticipvants were observed and background 
investigation conducted concerning the attendees. During 
the course of the cocktail . narty, an auction was held 

at which time a small statue and a belt buckle were sold 
with money gcing to the Lefense Comnittee. Apprex2 ately 
$250 was raised at this auction with voluntary contributions. 
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. An article entitled, "Government Kidnaps Black 
Comrady " 
Number 6, through June 27. The erticle was written 

by CAESAR WE, who is writing pledging Vencerenos support 
for the defense of STAR-WITSOU, subject of Les ‘Angeles 

bank robbery cease. WILSON end six otners were arrested 

“by Burean Agents for benk robbery in April 1973. MOORE en- 
listed the aid of people interested in the fight for freedon 
and defense of Brother STAN to contact Venceremos at 4125 
Somerset Drive; West Los Angeles; S20 D Street, San Bernordinos 
or 1959 University Avenue, East Palo Alto, 











by Caesar Mocre, Manast 


Cn April 20th, 1973, at approxi- 


“mately 3 a.m. three black comrades 
xwere Eituaened from their Pose by 
‘agents of the F.B.I. The co walle 
were Stun Wilsops Leroy 2,-Thompson, 
and Marion:E:“fewsorn, All three of 
these men are vesidents of the city - 
of Les Angeles, the area in which 


this Ces 
petrated, 
Upen seeking information fron 
the authorities as to the reason 
for thiir so-called arrest, concern- 
ed peopie were told that they were 
under rest and pending formal 
erraigument on the federal charges - 
of foxvgery, and that such arraign- 
nent prececdings were scheduled for 
May 2nd, 1973, in the U.S. Criminal 
Courts in the 
Fut 
mation surrce 


tapo apprehension was per- 





: TY 


contmary to the infor 
néered sy the 
the comraées were of tdi 
: ' arraigned on the federal pies 
bark robbery. 
Tha comrades deny any involvment 
or knowledge of any such crimes, and 
deem tneiry kidnap-arrest an act 


ef politi gael, suveresnzs. The two 
black brothers, Stan Wilson ard 
Leroy’ Apson, have been consis- 


y active “ Bias struggles of 
} , and have been 


ties, 





ag 


Bo 






exceedingly eivackins in motivating 
many black men and wemen who were 
released from prison toward a con- 


tributive inyvolvment in revolution=- 
nie struggle. The fudicial rail- 
road process for the suppression of 
politically conscious nigsuh's nove 





city and county of Los’ 


ddakuncebe pennies SNM ORO Samar mER Im Ime rin 


er stops rolling. And available 

Third World victims appear to be 
“endless. Ahmed Evans, Geronimo 

Pratt, Earl Gibson ind Larry 

Shh Cait the San Cuertin Six only to 


name a few. H. Rep Erown was just 
recsencly framed by agents of U.S. 
law enforcement and their lackies 
From the cumuudity. Mo too was 
accused of robbers. Similar at- 
tenpts Of frame-ir charges of robe 
ibery were tried ow Corky Gorzales 
‘eev.ecal “ines, but without cueress. 
Three days : ftex Comrade Star. 
Wilson was freec or Vail, the 
federal authorities returned to 
visit™ hin in the company of their 
lackey Mr. ut @ black parole 
agent from the California State 


Prison system. pe federal secret 
police informed Brother Stan that 
they were investig: ting him for his 
"recent asseciatio:.. with progres- 
ive organizations." Wis parole 

agent saic that these grounds ke 
was picking Stan up on a parole hold 
and the brother wa* «idnapred all 
over again. At this moment, he is 
still being held as a Prisoner of’ 
War. i 


t 


comrade Sten Wiisson und wcoent- 
ly taken a glart step in political 
development--tke step from a nation- 
alist program to the multi-national 
platform in pursuit of world liber- 
ation and the eradication of imper- 






ialism. It is not surprising that 
such a political gzewth should cost 
& person their frezsom. After all, 


just such a politial 
MaleojJm X his life. 
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Comrade Stan Wilson 


ee aT : - 


VENCERENGS totally supports the 

i defense of Comrade Stan Wilson. 

i All people intevested in the fight 
for freedom end the defense of ° 

Brother Stan should get in touch 

with at 4126 Semersat Brive, 
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gales, &20 "D" Street,” 
San Pernardino, or 1959 University 


Avenue, East Palo Llto. 
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A Special Agent of the FBI in Los An néeles, advised 
that the address mentioned in the CAESAR MOORE b7C 
ocated at 1955 Darby Street, is the residence 
f 


wa ff f 
ff 
f 








The contact address which was set forth by CAESAR 


f 


MOORE in the ertidle "Venceremog Expands in Southern CaALlit™ 
1b? is 2 fie! tions address. This addres GS was given as 535 

Grand Aveuuec, Fico & Ql Of 490° Thue velepuune number 
DIC i bserined to [ee ee 


ee 


The address 4126 Somerset Drive, West Los Angeles, b2 


is a valid aldress however, the telephone number Jisted b\ 
a ee 
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i 
The Black Panther Party (BP?) is a black 
extremist organization started in Oakland, 


California, in Decembar 1965. It advocates 
the use of guns and guerrilla tactics to 
pring/abous the overthrew of the United 
States Government. The s Angeles BPP 
Chapter folllows the ideology and dictates 
of jehe BPP National Headguarters, Oakland, 
California, 





Recent intelligence information received from | 
Department of Corrections, State of Califernia, by the | 
Governor/s Office, indicates that the VO hes made plans = 
to abdu¢gt members of the California Adult Authority. 
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s are to take as hostages en the Authority | 
tate offic..als, holding them as/nostages and | 
making derlands to the Governor for releage of prisoners. | 
Informatio\ indicates that if the demands are not met, the | 
hos stages wold be kiiled until wa met. 


CONTACTS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


VO 
members and Vietnym Veterans Agdinst the War (VVAW) members, - 
Redwood City, participated in gn anti-war march sponsored 


b7C by _the — and the\hrown Bergts, December 22 - 2h, 1972. 
also i 





The VVAW is\a national organization 
composed pri aridy of veterans of the 
Vietnam War, yhicn has conducted 
damcnstrat: -onsVagainst the war during 
Leyvo - 1972. ts first published 
objective is 0 emand an irmmediate 
end of Higitlee nd withdrawal of all 
American try ops fxom Indochina. 


The: Broun /Berets way formed in 1967, 
composed | redominant y of Mexican- 
Americans within the eastside of 
Los Ang “81 e8, for the purpose of 
opposing alleged Giscrimination by 
the A foLo ~ establishment. Their 
stated motto is "To Serva, Observe, 
and Protecit:.." They have Been active 


in demonstrations against hocal law 
enforcement agencies and tha parti- 
cipation of the Mexican-Americans 
in the Vietnam War. 
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(-] Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 
dated : 


Remarks: 


Re LA rep 6/12/73, Buairtel 6/26/73, 
and LA airtel 6/27/73, copies of each sent to 
SF. 

An amended page for rerep submitted 
by LA was numbered "28-102". The remaining 
pages were numbered 103, 104 etc, to end of 
report. Page "28-102" through end of report 
OE in renumbered at HQ as 28 through 42. Also 
ORI oe of last two headings on page 2 

ble of Coatents) were changed to 39 and 42. 
. One copy each of pages renumbered are. 
pune 100-462905 enclosed herewith to enable _ 
Urfile corrective action by ssi and ‘SF. 
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. No information has been developed over the past 
year indicating any significant change in VO membership 

in the Bay Area, There are approximately 320 known or 

stro Q.cadre in the Bay Area, and it is , 
believed that this figure represents 80 to 90 percent of i 
the actual figure. 


Byreau will note informatton-set forth in report 
\ that the VO has now established a branch in Los Angeles, 
California. No membership figures are available to date 
concerning the Los Angeles group. 


The . BEATY Chino escape, accordifig _ es ¢ b2 
has had no_appreciabie affect.on’ the VO as a whole as far | 
as membership is concerned and there are no known defections aes 


based on the Chino af foir. §) (u) F. 


(u As reflécted im the various Ceftral Committee 
notes “set forth: in this report, there can be no doubt but 
that VO is undergoing an extremely critical period at this es 
time. Ideologically, VO is coming to the reluctant con- 
clusion that the revolution is not imminént and that it is 
~Niow necessary to take the long view.“] As the Bureau is 
aware, in a recent Portland speech ‘leader H. BRUCE 
FRANKLIN ‘made the statement that perhaps VO has outlived {/ 
its usefulness. FRANKLIN did not further elaborate and 

van Francisco is’ attempting to ascertain FRANKLIN's 

meaning. 


u uring the past eight months, according to 
and amply corroborated ‘by other sources,/there ; 
as been an on going struggle within the VO betweefi white ; 
and third world cadre and leadership. This struggle is 
being complicated by a struggle,between the activists and 
the bureaucratic Central Committee, \ 


In addition, in the two and one-half years of 
its existence, VO ‘has seen all of its in plant attempts 2 
to organize the workers fail, either because of workers 
apathy or because VO cadre are soon fired when they 


‘become politically active in a factory. oe 
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It is also significant that a year ago VO could 
turn out between 151) and 250 people for a demonstration. 
During the last yea:r, with the exception of the Bay Area . 
wide demonstration against -President NIXON in September, ‘ 4 
1972, VO has, at most, been able to turn out 70 to 80 
people for a demonstration. it is believed that this is 
indicative of the seriousness of the current struggles / 
within the VO. 


continuing disenchanimentwifh VO, particularly in th 


Palo Alto, California, area. ~ 
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INTERNAL SSCURITY - VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 


The Venceramos Organization (VO) continues 
to operate on the San Francisco Peninsula 
and claims the recent establishment of a 


branch in ‘sos Angeles, California. 
guarters a:re located at 1969 University 
Avenue, East Palo Alto, California. 
of members of VO Central Committee set forth. 
Since June, 1972, an additional 23 individuals |! 
have been ‘oublicly identified as VO members. 
vO continues to publish the biweekly newspaper 
Venceremos organized into 
collectives located in San Francisco, Redwood 
City, Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Stanford, Mountain 
View, San Jose, Oakland, Hayward, and Union 
VO ontinues to espouse Marxism-Leninism- 
Details of educational program set 
Evidence of continued VO belief in. 
necessity of armed struggle set forth. VO 
activities in various areas of social agitation 
Evidence of internal struggle within 
vO, during past year, has become 


"Pamoja Venceremos". 


City. 
Maoism. 
forth. 


set forth. 
vo set forth. 
active in prison reform, 
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DETAILS: 


I. ORGANIZATION 


Formed in December, 1970, the Venceremos 
Organization (VO, also known as 
Venceremos, is a militant Marxist- 
Leninist-Maoist organization composed of 
third world and white revolutionaries 
operating in the San Francisco Peninsula 
Area. The publicly stated goal of the 
vO is to build a united front against 
the imperialist United States leading to 
the overthrow of the United States 
Government: by force and violence, armed 
struggle, and urban guerrilla warfare. 
The VO has; publicly stated that all mem- 
bers must know how to operate and service 
weapons and have weapons available. 


A two part: article concerning the VO appeared in 
the daily newspaper "San Francisco Examiner" on March 19 and 
20, 1973, authored Ly feature writer DON WEST. This article 
reflects that the current Central Committee (CC) is piss aes 


of the following individu Cae 
KATARINAY ripen pacNce Hy. 


(Chairman) £ 
BS ied <5 / é ‘al! 
/ HOWARD BRUC ae RE: a 





BERNARD SMALLWOOD 
ROBERT WESLEYKING =” AKI “ 
SHEILA-HARPER 

JACKI MONTOYA 


sua 7LORES 


CURE AL) 
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During June, 1972, a second printing of the 
voO's "Principles of Unity" was issued. In the center 
fold there appeared a group photograph of the CC, 
including the following: 

BERNARD _ SMALLWOOD 
BRUCE FRANKLIN 
JACKIE MONTOYA 
SHEILA HARPER 
JUAN *LORES 

SAL“S IMINEZ 

ae. 

JEANIIOBSON 


KATARI'NA DAVIS DEL VALLE 


| i 
b7D 


An article in the “San Francisco Fxaminer", issue 


BOB - KING 


we 1 Mesaneeeo 28, 1972, page 32, reflects that AARON 
N 


GANIELLO has resigned the chairmanship of thé VO CC 
because of being “elitist", being replaced in that position 
by KATARINA DAVIS DEL VALLE. The article went on to state 
that VO CC member BRUITE FRANKLIN said that the other members 
of the CC had agreed ‘that MANGANIELLO would be more useful 
“engaging in direct piractice with the people". 


The following article appeared in the Stanford 


University daily newspaper "The Stanford Daily", issue 
of September 25, 1972, page 6: 
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Longtime Bay Area activist Aaron 

Manganictla, 29, was removed from 
is STF ass chairman — of 
Tencererpos'  Ceniral  Committce 
luring (he .summer, the Daily has 
earned, 

Apparently the position presontly is 
seing filled wy 
Vale, a Centra! Commitice member 
and the group's former Minister of 
Information. 

Manvuniello, who was one of the 


founders of the original Venceremos | 


organization and who headed the 
now-defunel Venceremos College in 
Redwood City, apparently — has 
remained om the organization in a 
norleadership position and — will 






‘tee Pie Ku 


Katarina Davis Del] 





- 


conunie to teach a “political 


education’’ class. 


Venceremas, predominantly 
Cnitaitoe-— Maes “Lénints tMagist 
erganiz:tion with collectiy A 
Communities on the Peninsula, f 
a lead-rship structure known as 
democratic centralism, Under 
democrztic centralism, the chairman 
of the Central Committee is the 
leading member of the entire 
argeniza ion, 








An in:ernal document circulated by 
Venceremos and obtained by the Daily 
states that Manganiello has a “problem 
of individualism and cgotism,” and 
accuses him of fostering “non-struggle 


U4 


CORNDENTIAL, 


AN = | : a } x 
Conny — 





altitudes” which could “split the 
arganization.” 


“He (Manganiello) thought it was . 


just a matter of time before he was 
exposed as a ‘individualist’ 
opportunist’, [sic } that is, as sorncone 
who could say all the rhetoric but did 
not have the love for the people and 
the organization,” the document. says. 

“On .one hand,” the statement 
continues, ““Axsran is a leader with a 
lot of knowledge, we need him to give 
guidunce to Venceremos and the 
movement. If he is going to be looked 
to for leadership all the time then it 
would be bull shit for him not to be 
on the CC [Central Committee]. 

“On the other hand Aaron’ could 
not deal with his problems of 
individualism and egotism by still 
being on the CC. Aaron cannot be in 
leadership on the CC and be in a 
collective and under someelse’s [sic] 
leadership. Who would be under whose 
leadership?. ..” 

Daily records show that 
Manganicilo was Chairman of the 
Central Commitiee for slishtly over 
one year. : 
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Members of the VO CC are uptight over the 







fact that 


®) UW 


An article in the daily newspaper "Palo Alto 
Times" of December 26, 1972, page 2, detailed a press ee 
conference by the VO on that date in connection with j2- "py. 
the arrests of various VO members/allegedly connected © 
with the escape of RONALD WAYNE“BEATY from the California 
Institution for Men (CIM), Chino, California. The article 
quoted VO Chairman KATARINA DAVIS DEL VALLE as stating 
that JEAN HOBSON was not a member of the VO at the time 
of her arrest, having written a letter of resignation 
from both the VO CC and the VO sometime in November, 
1972. 
Next in line under the VO CC are the Area 
‘Leaders and the following are known ‘Area Leaders: 
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is also a nonypting member of the 


Under the Area Leaders in the j m= 
mand_are the dir ecutive Committees. Pa 
and[ fare known to attend loca rea . 
Executive Committee meetings regularly on Tuesday nights 
i ity, California 








On January 29, 1973, at 7:00 p.m., KATARINA 
DAVIS DEL VALLE spoke over FM radio station KZSU, Stanford 
University, identifying herself as a member of the VO CC. 
During this speech DEL VALLE stated that the VO then 
operated in Union City, Hayward, Oakland, San Francisco, 
South San Francisco, Redwood City, Palo Alto, Stanford, 
Moutain View, and "... recently San Jose". 


The "Spartan Daily", a publication of California 
State University, San Jose, on February 22, 1973, page 2, 
contained an article " “Venceremos Fights For Liberation", 
authored by the "San Jose Organizing Committee of Venceremos". 
The article outlines the nature, politics, and practice of 
the VO and states "... we currently have a small organizing 


committee here in San Jose ...". 





oe | L yaw 


On Apri.l 27, 1973, HOWARD BRUCE FRANKLIN, identi- 
fying himself as a member of Yo cc, delivered his biweekly 


\ 
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commentary on radio station KPFA-FM, Berkeley, California, 
between the hcours 5:30 and 6:00 p.m. FRANKLIN stated, 
in part: 


",..Our experience in LA recently, where 
we just established a branch of VO, really con- 
vinced us of this. So we went down to LA where 
‘we found dozens and dozens of groups; Chicano 
groups, black groups. and Asian groups engaged 
in a hell of a lot of revolutionary activities 
in: the cormunity with siqnificant mass base in 
the community, but not linked up into a broad 
revolutionary movement. We found that the 
Chicano groups, the black groups, and the Asian 
groups had no contact with each other, almost 
zero, and when we started trying to get people 
together on the basis of a multi-national 
revolutionary organization, a lot of people were 
very enthusiastic about that and we have an 
organization there. But we found that up to now 
it has been virtually impossible to recruit 
white people into that organization. We have an 
organization there which is essentially entirely 
third world. We have tried to recruit white 
people into it and what it comes down to is that 
people who agree generally with the political 
aims say very frankly and openly they can't do 
it because it is too risky..." 


ey a 
the local VO Executive Committee, 
stated that VO now has a group in Los Angeles, California, 


mostly Chicano, with some blacks. They stated that there 
are a few whites in the group and characterized the whites 
as petit bourgeoi afraid to pick up their guns, afraid 

to defend blacks. eg arene 








stated that Los Angeles 
had requested VO to send them good people to Los Angeles 
to help in recruiting more whites, the cost of the move 
to Los Angeles to be borne by the VO. {u 
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The following article appeared on page 7A of "Pamoja 


Venceremos", Volume III, 


iVenceremos | 
Expands in 
Southern Calif 


by Ceesar Moore, Kumasi. 


During the past two months, 
Venceremos has expanded its organ- 
izati ucture by the estab- 
Tishment of bases | in the southern 

district of the so-called United 
States. The new bases are located 
in the areas of West Los sind | 
San Bernardino, anil Pico Rivera. 

The membership of these new 
areas consist predominately of Third 
World people, a condition entirely 
opposite to the northern California 

district. The area leadership is 
strong and conscientious, and pro- 
gressive programs and practice are 

anticipated from the southern area. 

In addition to the establishment 

_ of new organization bases in the 
southern district, several new and 
supportive relationships have been 
developed with. revolutionary organ~ 
izations and ‘functioning groups o of 
that _ area. It is the feeling of 
the organization that such a step 
toward national establishment has 


been long overdue. 


Number 6, dated May 25 - June 7, 1973: 


It is essential and necessary 
that the people of the southern 
district recognize the fact that 
this is their organization, estab- 
lished and designed in the interest 
of their liberation. The cities of 
Los Angeles and San Bernardino are_ 
political cess-pools of imperialist 
oppression. And such age old land-. 
marks of unchained fascism can only 
by changed by THE POWER OF THE 
PEOPLE.” © 

For futher information contact 
Venceremos offices in the southern — 
California district: 


1. 1955 Darby.St., San 


Bernardino 887~2262 
2. 535 Grand Ave., Pico - 
Rivera 949-1989 


3. 4126 Somerset Dr., West 
. Los Angeles. ..299«0673  - 
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II. MEMBERSHIP 


A revi.ew of public source material from June, 
1972 through April, 1973, reflects that the following 
twenty-three inclividuals have been publicly identified 
during that period as members of the VO. Identifying 
data as determined through investigation has been 
supplied and the citation in parenthesis enotes the 


source. 


Name 

Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Residence 


Name 

Date of birth 
Place vf birth 
Residence 


P he 


Name 

Date o: birth 

Place of birth 

Social Security 
Account Number 

Residence 
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Name 
Date of birth 
Residence 
Occupation 

lone 


During her KZSU speech on January 29, 1973, 
KATARINA DAVIS DEL VALLE stated that no_one person knows 
the” “membership of VO and if someone should they should 
not be talking about it. 
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The VO is in continued financial .strai 
often times finds it difficult to 
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IV. PUBLICATIONS 


A leaflet, “Our Right to Self-Defense", was pub- 
lished in July, 1972, and was passed out at a celebration 
of the Cuban revolution in Oakland, California, on July 
26, 1972. This leaflet deals with the so called "Chester 
Case", in which several VO members were arrested. The 
leaflet begins: 


"Our right to self-defense is the ultimate 
right wé“have. “In recent years we have learned 
that. no one else will defend us--the police 
serve the interest, both property and personal, 
of the heads of the big corporations and their 
allies...it tells of the only way we can pro- 
test ourselves from growing police power-- 
armed self defense..." 


The leaflet then goes on to detail the arrest 
of the: VO members and links this arrest up with growing 
police fascism in the Bay Area, ; 
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b2 

B7C 

b7D 
The Black Panther Party (BPP) is a 
black extremist organization started 
in Oakland, California, in December, 
1966. It formerly advocated the use 
of guns and guerrilla tactics to bring 
about the overthrow of the United 
States Government. Since early 1971, 
it has preached a policy of "survival 
pending revolution". 

! | 
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b7D 
as publicly identified as 
a member of the VO CC a 
BTC has been publicly identified as a member 


of the VO. 
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VENCEREMOS 
PRINCIPLES OF . 
UNITY--a brief 
explanation of 
our politics 
and goals. 

25¢ each; 10 or 
more, 15¢ eac’ 


GUNS 

& POLITICS--a 
revolutionary 
gun handbook. 
50¢.each; 10 or 
more, 25¢ each. 


THE CHINO 
ESCAPE CASE~- 
a history. and 
analysis of a 
government 
attempt to 
frame the 
prison move-. 
ment and 
Venceremos. 
25¢ each; 7 for @ 
$1; 10 or more, | 
10¢ each. 
















































i 


“ORDER FROM:, 






B® 94303. 
B (415) 328-4941, 


YENCEREMOS PUBLICATIONS 
1969 University: Avenue _ 
. East Palo Alto, California 


WOUNDED KNEE 
1973--a history § 
and analysis of.@ 
the occupation 
at Wounded Knee. 
25¢ each; 7 for 
$1; 10 or more, @ 
10¢ each, 


PSYCHOSUGERY 
IN THE 
PRISONS-- 
written by 

the Venceremos 
Prison Com- 
mittee. ‘25¢ 
each; 7 for 

$1; 10 or more, 
10¢. each. 









AGAINST 
REVISIONISM; 

A DEFENSE OF 
THE BLACK 
PANTHER PARTY 
1966-1970-- 
Venceremos's 
analysis of 

the role of 

the Black 
Panther Party. .. 
10¢ each; 100° § 
or. more, 5S¢. 
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Vv. AIMS AND PURPOSES 


The VO characterizes itself as a revolutionary 
communist organization. Its goal is the 12 overthrow of the 
United States Government and the ‘institution. of a a ““elass- 
less society". tone 


The VO differs from other communist and 
socialist organizations in today's movement on one 
principle: the issue of armed struggle. While other 
leftist groups seek the institution of a similar system 
of government, the VO is the only major group actively © 
promulgating the absolute. “necessity of a violent 
revolution, 


The vc closely adhers to the teachings of MAO. 
They believe MAQ's application of Marxist-Leninist 
principles to the art and science of revolution is the 
only way to successfully implement and achieve revolution. 


The issue of when, precisely, the revolution 
should begin is. a complex question. First, it should be 
understood that: the VO believes the revolution has al- 
ready..begun. While the inevitability or armed revolution 
is not questioned, many members feel that the "time to 
strike the first blow" has not yet been reached. One 
theory prevalent is that since VO members are presently 
allowed consicerable freedom of activity, it is best to 
use that freeciom to engage in legal "revolutionary 
activities" that would be impossible to perform from an 
"underground" or fugitive position. The VO expects the 
government to become much more repressive in the immediate 
future. For this reason much of the organization's 
energies are now primarily spent on demonstrations and 
cadre training. 


The majority of VO cadre are of high caliber. 
Most are college educated (a large number with advanced 
degrees), quite intelligent, and extremely dedicated to 
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their cause. Typically, a cadre member is: from an upper- 
middle class background (with parents whom they confess to 
be card-carrying members of the ruling class), emotionally 
stable, extroverted, and, almost invariably, individuals 
with a high concern for morality. 


Raised and educated along "liberal" lines, the 
cadres' intellectual perception allowed them to see the 
contradictions inherent in the current American politi- 
cal/economic system. If it is correct for the government 
to provide for the sick and disabled (through Social 
Security and Welfare) then why, they might have asked, is 
the government holding back on the rest of society? What 
about people without shoes? People without jobs? 

People who are hungry? 


Why is the United States wasting American lives 
defending a corrupt dictator in Vietnam? Imperialism is 
not only the obvious answer, but it fits in quite appro- 
priately with the Maoist world outlook. 


For people concerned with morality, the choice 
between the muddled, contradictory, and intellectual 
indefensible American system; and the clear, black-and- | 
white moralit:y of Maoism is simple. 





VO members have made that choice. They are now 
working with substantial dedication towards their goal. 
Many members have thrown away extraordinary career and 
educational opportunities to work at menial jobs in order 
to continue their revolutionary activities. 





On the issue of “armed struggle": There is no 
doubt that VO members will engage in violent revolutionary 


acts. Every member is urged strongly to buy and stock 
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The "Palo Alto Times", issue of June 27, 1972, 
on pages one and two, contained an article captioned 
"Congressional Security Report; Venceremos Cited as 
Threat". This article reflects an interview on that 

date with RON MANGANIELLO, then Chairman of the VO CC, 
in which veRCRNTELEC “déscribed the VO as a multi-national 
organization allying ethenic minorities, white revolu- 
tionaries, and poor and working~class people. 
MANGANIELLO was auot:ed as saying that Venceremos runs 
day care centers, a food cooperative, and’ a medical 
center. 


The daily newspaper "San Jose Mercury", in its 
issue of June 28, 1372, on page 23, carried an interview 
with AARON MANGANIELLO who was auoted as saying that the 
VO "Principles of Unity" call for a “proletarian revolu- 
tion and the establishment of socialism" because of the 
federal government's failure to "never make enough 
qualitative change” in improving life for minorities. 
MANGANIELLO was further quoted as saying that minorites 
and labor must be united if the revolution is to be 
successful. He said that VO encouraged its membership 
to take jobs, learn from the working-class, and organize 
the workers, who the VO sees as the leaders, along with 
other people oppressed by United States imperialism to 
overthrow United States imperialism and seize the 
institutions for the people. 


An article in the "Redwood City Tribune”, issue 
of July 8, 1972, captioned "Venceremos Fears Federal 
Repression", quoted Venceremos member TOMAS PILLSBURY 
as saying that the House Committee report overstressed 
Venceremos' use of firearms, and as saying : 


"We don't intend the guns for ripping off 
liquor stores and so on, but as tools for de- 
fending ourselves, and eventually as tools for 
liberation. We ain't gonna be able to vote in 
a revolution you know..." ' 
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“The "Palo Alto TImes, issue of July 22, 1972, 


page 6, carried an article captioned "Jury Hears Venceremos 


Issues". hich deals with he trial of Venceremos members 
MORTOM:NEWMAN and BRUC OLLOCK in San Mateo County 
Stipertor’ Court on chargés ‘of possession of materials with - 
intent to create a destructive device. The District 
Attorney questioned NEWMAN about the Venceremos' 
"Principles of Unity", and NEWMAN was quoted as replying: 


""Do you want a two-hour lecture, or 
what?" NEWMAN replied. The he continued: 


"'*Basically, it's about a system in the 
United States where a few of the large corpor- 
ations control or greatly influence the govern- 
ment. They control the war and military forces 
throughout the world to protect corporation 
investments. 


"'Corporations threaten workers who want 
a decent wage, and when we (Venceremos) talk 
about change in the country and world we're 
talking about changes for the oppressed people, 
the blacks, browns, native Americans, Puerto 
Ricans, Hawaiians, poor... 


""Our duties as revolutionaries...are 
fighting to defend ourselves and improve our 
conditions. Revolutionaries are not a group 
which makes a revolution, but (one which) works 
in a day-to-day thing like a factory, organizing 
people to improvetheir situations. As revolu- 
tionaries we step up front and risk our jobs. 


"'We don't mean we're going to be in the 
streets tomorrow shooting people and blowing 
them up. We're active in fighting against heroin 
brought into communities by the Mafia and some- 
times police departments, we set up child care 
centers, food co-ops, and a multitude of other 
things. 
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"'Our goal is government for and by the 
workers and not for and by the corporations,’ 
NEWMAN conclucled. 


"“'"What dc you mean by power to the people?' 
POLING asked. 


"'The U.S., is a class society,' NEWMAN 
began. ‘At this point, there are two basic 
classes, one of the monopolistic capitalists who 
control governments, and the other the working 
class. 


"'Oppress:ion is initiated by the capitalist 
class, for example, high costs, lack of housing, 
unemployment, poor food, poor medical care, but 
the problems generated have to be settled by the 
working people taking over the government. 


"*Do you advocate violence to change 
government?’ POLING asked. 


""'It's basically unreal because no great num- 
ber of people are thinking that way,' NEWMAN 
testified. ‘It makes no sense to advocate that 
today, because people would probably laugh at you. 


"Quoting from the Venceremos 'Principles of 
Unity’, POLING zsked NEWMAN ‘What does it mean 
that political power comes from a barrel of a 
gun? ' 


"'Take this case, for example,‘ NEWMAN began. 
‘The power to drag me into court and force me to 
pay $4,000 to prove I'm innocent comes from the 
state's power and force. Your political force 
backing you up has forced me to go through this 
ridiculous process.' 
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"'what does the term "facist pig” mean?' 
POLING asked. 


"'tTt's those people who conscientiously 
oppress the working people. We're not talking 
about individials, but cénters of power.'" 


On November 30, 1972, a press notice “For 
Immediate Release" was distributed in the vicinity of the 
Ontario Superior Court, Ontario, California, and a copy - 
was obtained by a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). This press release reads, in part, 
as follows: . —_ Sueaeatd 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR REPORTERS COVERING THE 
OCTOBER 6TH ESCAPE FROM CHINO PRISON BY RON BEATY; 
THE ARREST AND TRIAL OF BENTON DOUGLAS BURT AND 
ANDREA HOLMAN; AND THE VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION-- 
NOVEMBER ll, 1972. 


"The purpose of this release is to provide 
background information on the Venceremos organization 
to reporters covering the above mentioned events and 
people. When writing articles we hope reporters 
will refer to this background rather than the House 
Internal Security Committee (HISC) Report which was 
written by the extreme right wing of the United / 
States Congress and is inadequate in most of its / 
detail. 


"The Vencer2mos organization, as presently formed, 
was created in January 1970, when approximately half 
of the members o° the Revolutionary Union (virtually 
all of those in she Bay Area) were reunited. into an 
all-Chicano organization called Venceremos. Ven- | 
ceremos is a multi-national, communist revolutionary } 
organization. The group is made up of people of ' a 
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various nationalities, Black Chicano, Asian, Anglo, 
and others, and guarantees the leadership of Third 
World comrades in all of its leading bodies, including 
the Central Committee. Venceremos comrades are united 
on the basis of five Principles of Unity and are dedi- 
cated to international proletarian revolution and the 
liberation of all oppressed peoples and nations. 


"venceremos cadre are involved in all forms of 
revolutionary organizing in communitites, factories, 
schools, the azmy, and the jails. Members participate 
in running drug programs, child care centers, a commu~ 
nity medical clinic, prison law and legal projects, 
tenants! unions, womens! centers, and other programs 
in the interest; of poor and working people. Venceremos 
cadre also do extensive anti-war organizing, union 
organizing, anc. several members have run in local 
elections. Because in all their actions Venceremos 
members work ir the interests of the people and 
against the interests of the ruling class, ‘every 
Venceremos member must learn to operate and service 
weapons correctly, must have arms available, and 
must actively teach the oppressed people the impor- 
tance and methois of armed and organized self-defense.\ 
(Principles of Jnity, p. 21) 


" Some of the most widely knowvevents in which 
Venceremos cadre have participated include the 
following: 


"February :.971: Third World Venceremos cadre 
organized and led several demonstrations in the working 
class sections cf Redwood City, in support of Los 
Siete de la Raze, who were on trial in that city. 


"Ongoing: The Vencermos Ministry of Information 
publishes a bi-weekly newspaper called PAMOJA VENCEREMOS 
(Together We Will Win) which reports on local, national, 
and international revolutionary struggles and teaches 
revolutionary ideology to a working class readership of 
about 4,000. 
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"Ongoing: Vencermos cadre, following Third World 
leadership, have helped organize and run Peoples! Medical 
“Center. The center provides lowcost/free medical assist- 
ance to thousands of Blacks, Chicanos and poor Whites in 
Redwood City, trains paramedics and community medical 
workers and teaches preventative medical techniques to 
people throughoat the community. 


"April, 1971: Venceremos cadre, in alliance with 
the Black Liberation Front, Stanford BSU, the Black 
Workers Caucus, and Alianza Latina, participated in 
and provided leadership in a labor dispute to rehire a 
Black worker at the Stanford Hospital who had been fired 
for attempting ‘co organize a union. 


"August, 1971: Mort Newman, a Venceremos member, 
successfully prevented police from illegally entering 
his home in Menlo Park, using a shotgun to halt the | 
entry. In subsequent arrests, both Newman and Bruce 
Pollock were charged with possession of materials 
with intent to make a destructive device. Newman 
was also charged with assault with a deadly weapon 
on a police officer. Several months of organizing 
around the right: of armed self-defense led to a 
total acquittal on all charges, including the defense | 
of the home. 


"On Saturdzy, October 7, Venceremos learned 
that Ron Beaty, a Venceremos comrade being held cap- 
tive in Chino Prison, had been liberated successfully 
from the hands cf the state. 


"Since that time, FBI agents and other secret 
police have staked out the homes of Venceremos com- 
rades and even made threatening visits to people's 
homes. As expected, the forces of repression have 
pointed their finger at Venceremos in their attempt is 
to hold someone accountable. Since the report of 
the House Internal Security Committee, the secret 
police have stepped up their efforts to find an 
excuse to attack our organization. _ a3 
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"The authcrities have intentionally hidden the 
fact that Ron Eeaty is a revolutionary, a servant of 
the people, whc has a history of defending the rights 

of fellow inmates both as a leader of political strug- 

gle against unjust conditions and as a jailhouse lawyer. 


"Originally imprisoned for a $5 armed robbery, 
Ron escaped fron Chino for the same reason he may have 
committed the robbery: he was acting in natural response 
to an inhuman system. When someone is hungrey and no 
one will give him a job, he ‘steals,’ 


"We underszand virtually every man and woman 
inside the prison institutions of this country to be. , 
political prisoners because they are victims of such 
a cruel system, and it is the existence of the ruling 
class, the rich few of this country who maintain the 
prisons, who are the reason why the majority of the 
people who are imprisoned to begin with. As Ven- 
ceremos Principles of Unity state (pp. 12-12) 'We 
want all Third World, working class people, and 
youth now imprisoned, to be set free because the 
overwhelming majority of them have not been tried 
by their peers. They have received only injustice 
from this system. Free All Political Prisoners.' 


"Prison is only the maximum security of this 
society; for opp:-essed people, the outside is still 
minimum security. The liberation of Ron Beaty is 
not an isolated event, and in fact is part of an ! 
international struggle in defense of poor and working if 
people, for whereever the system of U.S. imperialism 
represses, oppresses, and exploits people, there is 
bound to be resistance. This is a law of history. 
Throughout the werld and throughout the United States, 
poor and working people, led by people of color, are 
fighting back against the imperialists, and the lib- 
eration of Ron Beaty is just another example of the 
struggle that is unfolding in American schools, 
factories, prisons, and communities. 
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"Some say, 'Well, a guard was killed. A human 
life was lost. This is terrorism!' But it is the 
prison guards who are the real terrorists--brutalizing 
inmates daily--and the men and women who resist in 
any way are special targets for such attacks. There 
are many men and women like Ron Beaty inside prisons 
who are revolutionaries, comrades who have dedicated 
their lives to the struggles of the people. They are 
determined to help build a new society. All of us 
on the outside mast support these brothers and sisters 
who are brutaliz2d, thrown into isolation from other 
inmaes, violated, recharged, and convicted on false 
charges, because they are fighting for us. 


"We are overjoyed that comrade Ron Beaty is once 
again free and we hope that he remains free. Wherever 
he is, we are su:ee that he will do his best to serve 
the people. The conditions of prison throughout this 
country, from Attica to San Quentin to Chino dic- 
tate that in ord=r to escape inhumane conditions 
prisoners are bound to break out, rebel, and resist. 
To these comrades, Venceremos says, "Right On!! 
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The Eugene, Oregon, daily newspaper "Register- 
Guard", in its issue of April 13, 1973, carried an 
article concerning a speech by H. -BRUCE FRANKLIN at the 
University of Orego1 on April 11,1973: Concerning the 
VO, FRANKLIN was guoted as saying that the VO “has out- 
lived its usefulness" and that it is now vital to develop 
a national revolutionary party throughout the United 
States. FRANKLIN acmitted that this would not be easy 
since revolutionaries in the United States are not united 
in a common goal. FRANKLIN argued that revolutionary 
groups such as Venceremos need to be armed in order to | 
survive, but claimed that the VO exercises strict 
discipline on the use of weapons, using firearms only | 
for self-defense. FRANKLIN was quoted as saying: 


“We don't see ourselves as the military 
force that's going to defeat the empire. Its 
the people as a whole that has to do it in 
some revolutionary group.” 
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The following excerpts are from an article entitled 
"Strategy for Victory: The Revolutionary Alliance", appearing 
on pages 1A-5A of "Pamoja Venceremos", Volume III, Number 6, 


dated May 25 - June "”, 1973: 


The strategy for revolition in 
the U.S. flows from our history. 
By glancing through this history, 
we can understand why ~- and how ~~ 
the national liberation mowements 
of the oppressed people will turn 
into an overall proletarian revolu- 
tion. 


>» «The so-called United States is 
not a single nation but an empire 
composed of conquered nations, a 

mass of workers, a class of imper- 
ial functionaries, and, on the very 
top, a single small ruling class. 

It includes outright possessions ~~ 
such as Guam and Samoa. It contains 
within its own national hourdaries 
three nations that are actually ex- 
ternal colonies -- Hawaii, Alaska, 
and Puerto Rico. Within the contin-~ 
ental U.S. itself are the two lar- 
gest oppressed nations -~ the Black 
nation and the Chicano nation. 

Also within the continental U.S. 

are the native nations, recognized 
even by U.S. law through interna~ 
tional treaties signed by the govern~ 
There are also other oppressed 


panese, Filipinos, Latinos, aad the 
two million Puerto Ricans concentra- 
ted in the northeast. The over- 
whelming majority of these peuple 
are proletarian. They all belong 

to the Third World, and to the 
world-wide national liberation move- 
ment against U.S. imperialism. When 
we grasp this firmly, we can under-~ 
stand why there can be only one 
strategy for revolution in the U.S. 
-- an alliance between the nat:.ons 
and national minorities oppressed 


by U.S. imperialism within its own 
borders and its own white working 
class, all recognizing that they are 
class sisters and brothers of the 
peoples of the world, the victims 

~- and the destroyers -- of the 

U.S. empire. : 


#«e So two facts emerge clearly: ate 


_ (1) Third World people within the 


U.S. are the very core of the pro- 
letariat, as well as its most ex- 
ploited and oppressed section. (2) 
The two large oppressed nations - 
within the continental U.S.--the 
Black nation, with a population | 
25~30 million, and the Chicano na- 


_ tion, with a population of 5-10 


million--are both predominantly 
proletarian (which is probably not 


_ true of any other nation under capi- 


talism in the world). «. 


ees All this is very typical of the 


revolutionary process, which always | 
begins with a spontaneous rebellion 
of the masses. This upheaval changes 
the existence of everybody in that 
society. It awakens the first con- 


. s¢clous thoughts of actual revolution. 


GONPBENT A) 


It creates the first conscious revo~ 
lutionaries. People become aware of 


the need for a revolutionary strate- | 


gy and a revolutionary organization. 
These begin to forn..-: 4 


L 
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But the spontaneous movement 
of the masses, lacking a strategy 
and organization, is dooned to fail. 
The repression strikes. "the masses 
seem to sink back into the apathy, > 
despair, and inaction they had be- 
fore they rebelled. But this is only 
a surface calm. Beneath it, the 
thoughts of revolution are widening 
and deepening. 


The conscious revolutionaries 
who were created by the masses sud- 
denly find themselves seemingly ail 
alone. It is as if they had been 
part of a huge wave, and they have 
waked to find themselves stranded 
like a little pool on a desert 
beach. They begin to doubt the ex- 
istence of the ocean itself, the 
sea of the masses. From where they 
stand, the masses seem backward. 
They feel deserted. No matter how 
hard they shout at the ocean, there 
seems to be no response. They don't 
hear the masses’ demancs for lead- 
ership based on practical theory. 
They doubt that there will ever be 
any more waves. They fail to ‘see 
that the masses are bezinning to 
think about what is necessary, not 
a gesture of angry protest but the 
actual seizure of power. , 


When the revolutionaries give 
up on the masses and surrender to 
defeatism, two incorrect lines al- 
ways emerge. One abandons all the 
revolutionary slogans and programs, 
and commits itself to doing only 
legal work. The other seeks to make 
the revolution all by itself, aban- 
dons all open work, and goes under- 
ground. Both fail to see that it is 
the masses who are the makers of 
history. «ee 


‘ter how low their political level, 


ON UNITY 


Therefore, it is "the duty 
of the Party to prepare the masses 
for this new rise." How is this to 
be done? Lenin showed that the an- 
swer lay in the skillful combining 
of legal and illegal work. The key 
task was strengthening the illegal 
Party apparatus while engaging in 
the absolute maximum amount of open 
revolutionary political work within 
existing mass organizations, no mat" 





And it is precisely in such a period, 
under such testing, that, the revo- 
lutionary party is seh steeled, 
and tempered. 


Of course we all desire the 
maximum unity of the revolutionary 
forces. Forces can only unite if 
; they have at least one common 
objective and (2) if they can agree 
on at least one course of action 
they can take together to accomplish 
this. objective. So there is little 
problem of achieving limited tacti- 
cal unity in specific situations. 

But strategic unity of the revolu- 
tionary masses is a much more diffi-. 
cult problem in both theory and © 
practice. 

There is extremely little organs) 
zational. gunity at this time pre- 
cisely "because of the difficulty of 
solving this problem. Only. when the 
masses themselves begin to see that | 
one particular strategy is the prac- 
tical road to victory will it be 
possible to unite on both a mass and 


_ organization level. 
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There is only one correct 

strategy capable of uniting the 

masses for victory in the U.S., and 

that is the revolutionary alliance, 

GFrwhich the wilte working class 

follows the vanguard “leadership 

of the oppressed nations and national 

minorities” es"and’this Gnited force ee 

ttiks up directly with tl the. 16 WOK d 

revolution. The U.S. ravines, is 

multi-national, >and must be ee 
the Third World proletar ia. 

” ‘The U.S. revo én is Sot the 
first multi-national revolution. _ 
Russia was the "prison-tiouse of na- 
tions," and the worker~peasant alli- 
ance certainly included the masses 
‘of the imperial colonies, such as 
the Ukraine and Georgia. In China, 
the majority Han people united with 
the oppressed national minorities to 

_drive out Japanese imperialism and 
then to establish socizlism. But 
the U.S. revolution is the only 
revolution in which oppressed na- 

tions and national minorities con-. 

stitute the vanguard of the prole- 
tariat. Therefore, a vast amount of 
theoretical work remains to be done, 
developing in and thrcugh practice 

a revolutionary strategy for a 

multi-national revolution in which 

the vanguard of the proletariat 
consists of opppressei nations. As 
an immediate task, we must unite on 
the basis of multi-nationality and 

Third World leadership. This means 

concretely that any revolutionary 

organization must have within its 

theory, practice, and structure, a 

guarantee that the oppressed nations 

will maintain both their right of 
self-determination (that is the 
right to secede if they choose) and 
their rightful role in leadership 

of the alliance. In the Principles 


© conte OF 


of Unity of VENCEREMOS, which we 
‘offer as a basis for uniting the 
revolutionary movement, we put it 
in these terms: 

Within the boundaries of the so- 
called United States, the revolution 
will be made by an alliance or the 


oppressed . nations and the exploited - 
peoples, bound | to each other and to 


the peoples of t the. world by their ha- | 
tred of. t common enemy and love for 






‘éach other. ‘Therefore, it is: abso- 
liitely vital that there be a revolu- 
tionary Ofganization representing 
this “untty“and"capable of providing 
unified revolutionary leadership. The 
revolutionary party or the U.S. must 
be truly multi-national, for in fact 
it will be tnter-national. It must 
have real and not fake Third World 
leadership and it must absolutely 
guarantee to all oppressed nations 
the right to self-determination. 


We stand for government by the 
poor and working people. ‘The revolu-- 


“TOR and the new socialist society 


will be led by the proletariat, the 
most. oppressed pecpte-Blacks, ch Chi- 
canos, Puerto Ricans Native Ameri- 
cans, poor whites eop 1 Le on the 
stveeteall Those who ast t either 
sélt-their labor to“Live> tive off 
employment or welfare, or end up in 
jail or the army. 

™ The proletariat must lead the 
rest of the working class and all 


other people oppressed by U.S. imper- | 


ialism to overthrow the_rich, who 
now own and control all the rn 


tions of the so-called United States — 


of America, and seize these institu- 
tions for the people. . 
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Since putting forward these 
Principles in early 1971, we have 
come to realize that the revolu- 
tionary movement as a whole can_not 


advance from the present. stage with- 


out a party. The local circles and 
collectives scattered acioss the 
U.S. can do little more in their 
present form. The primary task of 
all sincere revolutionaries at this 
point is to bring about the kind of 
organizational unity thet can take 
our war to the next stage. 
Organizations of the oppressed 
nations must find the maans to 
participate in over-all decision~ 
making while carefully preserving 
the rights of their pecaples to 
self-determination and a separate 
national existence if this is what 
their people desire. Communists 
from the oppressor empire must 
unite with the peoples of the op- 
pressed nations on the basis that 
their primary duty is to win the 
white working class t support 
National liberations struggles at 
home and abroad as allies against 


_the common enemy. Revolutionary men_ 


must unite with revolutionary women 
on the basis of an equal commitment 
to the destruction of all vestiges 
of male supremacy ard the oppression 
of women, Sectarian:.sm and petty 
feuds among revolutionaries must 
end. 

On the other hand, we must 
draw a clear line between authentic 
revolutionaries anc. revisionist 
wolves running around in our midst 
all dressed up in ::evolutionary 
words. No one who is not committed 


Cray : 






to the rights of self-determination ~ 


of the Black, Chicano, Indian, Ha- 
waiian, Puerto Rican, Eskimo, and 
other Third World nations can be 
considered a revolutionary, and this 
committment must be proved in deeds. 
more than words. No one who supports 
and even participates in the op- 
pression of women can be considered 
a revolutionary. And no individual 
or organization that puts economic 
demands above the political demand. 


for people's power, or who puts. 
reform above revolution, can be 
looked upon as a revolutionary. 

The historical moment has ar- 
rived when revolut onaries must 
unite in order to guide the poor 
and working people out of the rot~ 
ten swamp of imperialism into the 
socialist world of the future. The 
people are sick of this decaying 
madhouse, but nobody has taken the 
trouble to show them that there is 
an alternative, It is high time that 
the revolutionaries stopped running . 
around saying that it is the people 
who are not ready when it is they 
themselves who have failed to do 
their job. Enough of "organizers" 
running around like chickens with 
their heads cut off trying to. "or- 


ganize" people into disorganization. 


When the revolutionaries show that 
they are ready to organize the revo~ 
lution,,the people will prove that 


_ they are ready to conduct it. 
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Ler’s Grow up 


A Self-Criticism of this Newspaper _ 


Approximately ten months ago, VEN- 
' CEREMOS organization analyzed the 
revolutionary situation ia the U.S. 
and came to certain conclusions. 
We decided that the primary task of 
the revolutionary movement at this 
time is to build a multinational | 
revolutionary party capatle of lead- 
ing all oppressed people to the next 
Stage. We saw the immediate task of 
VENCEREMOS as helping to build that 
party. 
It is true that we have taken 
certain concrete steps to implement 
this decision. But if we felt that 
the oppressed nations, together 
with the poor and workinz whte peo- 
ple, had an immediate need for a. 
revolutionary party, why did we make 
this a secret by keeping it to our- 
selves? 

Certainly our newspaper has not 
given anybody a hint that we had 
reached this conclusion. Recently 
we have searched through the back 
issues of our newspaper looking in 
vain for any expression of our ana- 
lysis. What has the newspaper done? 
It has told people again and again, 
in one slogan and formul.a after an- 
other, "IMPERIALISM IS VERY BADI"” 

But most people already know this. 
What people do not know, and what _ 
they are asking about, is "HOW CAN’ 
WE CHANGE THINGS?" "IS THERE REALLY 
AN ALTERNATIVE FORM OF SOCIETY THAT 
WOULD BE ANY BETTER FOR US?" "HOW 
COULD WE BRING SUCH A SOCIETY ABOUT?" 
We have not helped to answer 
these questions. Instead of descri- 
bing how socialism represents. the 
tremendous, creative future for hum- 
anity, we have focused almost exclu- 
sively on the stinking decay and . 
daily misery produced by capitalism. 
And instead of explaining the 


vital necessity of revolutionary 
theory and a revolutionary: party, we. 
have over-glorified the spontaneous 
resistance of poor and working peo- 
ple. We have presented strikes as 
though they were revolutionary e~ 
vents, and described armed’ insur- 
gencies as if theory and organiza- 


tion were irrelevent to their suc- 


cess. Of course the people's resis~ 
tance is glorious, no matter what. 
form it takes. But spontaneous re- 
sistance, no matter how heroic, “can 
neither destroy this mad‘empire nor 
create a socialist society fit for 
decent, healthy, loving human pene? 


‘to live in. 


It's true that we need heroism, 
on a mass scale in order to win. 


But without scientific revolutionary 
theory (Marxism-Leninism). and an‘ or- 
ganized revolutionary party to organ- 
ize that mass heroism and guide those 
guns, victory will never be ours. | 


From now on, VENCEREMOS intends 
to fulfill its responsibility to use 


' this newspaper to explain’ our ideas 
‘so that they can be criticized, re- 


fined, and used as a weapon in the 
people's struggle. 


Undoubtedly we will make many . 
serious errors. But we know that 
the revolutionary people will soone 


_ or later correct these mistaken i- 


deas. Unless we_as a revolutionary 
organization, supposedly “applying 
Marxist-Leninist theory to daily 
practice, say “what we think, nobody 
wilt fave. the. ‘opportunity either to 
tell us. we! ‘re. wrong or to use those } 
ideas they believe are right. 
Our ultimate faith lies in the 
millions of poor and working people’ 
whose thoughts and lives make the 
revolution. . 7 g* peas ee 
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VI. EDUCATION 
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VII. BELIEF IN FORCE AND VIOLENCE 


On May 8 and 9, 1972, a group called the VO 
was in action promoting violence in connection with some 
disturbances in Berkeley, California. The leader was 
one BERNARD SMALLWOOD , introduced as the Oakland leader 
of the'vVO. ‘The organization on both days had some twenty 
to twenty-five people present, both_men_and women, 
representing various ethnic groups, 


On May 8, 1972, the members of the VO tried 
to lead a crowd marching down Bancroft and Shattuck 
Streets, Berkeley, California, through a police line 
rather than going along Shattuck where the police had 
instructed them to qo. 


On May 9, 1972, at approximately 1:00 a.m., 
there was a crowd at Recent and Dwight, Berkelev, 
California. The crowd was leaderless, motionless, 
directionless, and peaceful. Members of the VO got to- 
gether a steering commit*ee in the crowd and from that 


point on lead the crowd “nto rock and brick confronta- 


tions with the police between Regent and Telearaph 


on Dwight Way. 


b7D 








b2 
b7C 
b7D 


b2 
b7C 
b7D 


b2 


b7D 








8 contevae 


19 
SF 100-68932 
BW :mbw 


wa. OF, 


ie 4 
cat vl ef » 


The Palo Alto Tenants Union (PATU) is 
an organization of neighborhood 
councils oiganized to fight against 

the Bryant Street Project, a redevelop- 
ment project in Palo Alto, California, 
using an anti-imperialist theme. 


ee in June, 1972, purchased a 
Mauser .38 Galiber revolver at the Maximart Sporting Goods 


Store Palo Alto, California. The Mauger is a model 
HCS380, serial number is reportedly 
the current girl friend of 4 
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The VO maintains a "pig file" in which are kep \\\ 
the VO records concerning law enforcement officers. 


bYC 
b7D 





On July ii, 1972, an officer of the Palo Alto, 


California, Police Department _had r wo 
week vacation and found el 
70 Lear" survei.lling his home and continued this 
surveilla 


nce for a period of three hours, 


Satu es 8, 1972, 
\Ito City Parking Garage several times for loitering. [ 


b7C They were observed taking the license plate numbers of 
_ the cars in the parking area. Source noted that these 
three individuals have been observed in the past taking 


license numbers of cars parked in the Palo Alto City 
Garage, 











Police Department, en route to 
had been surveilled_b 


Although b7c 
the officer tried to i sO 






On July 14, 1972, two high school girls had 
been arrested in Palo Alto, California, for failure to 


35 
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identify themselves. These qirls had been conducting 

a surveillance of the activities of two Palo Alto Police 
Department patrolmen, including photographing the 
patrolmen. When they were stopped for questioning they 
refused to identify tiemselves and were subsequently 
arrested. 
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as identified as 

1 affiliate of the 
© acquire military 
weapons such as M-16 and M-14 rifles, M-79 grenade 
launchers, M~60 machire guns, 50 caliber machine guns, £ 
and C-4 plastic explosives. 
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“Pamoja Verceremos", in its June 10 - 24, 1972 
issue, on page 5, cortained an article captioned "On the 
Freeing of Angela" authored by the CC of Venceremos. 
This article reads in part: 


' "' Po throw a bomb at a bank, to burn down 
a building, to break plate-glass windows with- 
out cause, is no: to conduct revolutionary 
activity but to play at it; it is "revolution 
for the hell of it". It does not raise 
revolutionaryclass consciousness, does not 
hurt the war effort or cripple the system, 
despite hallucinations to the contrary’ 
(Green, p.29) 


"What the CP assumes is that these acts 
of revolutionary ‘violence are "without cause", 
Of course this is perfectly consistent with 
their position that we live in a democracy 
whose government we ourselves have chosen. 
But those of us who think that we live in an 
extremely violent dictatorship of the big 
bankers and businessmen, intent on subjecting 
all people to capitalist slavery, think that 
there is plenty of cause to bomb banks, to burn 
down ROTC buildings, Stanford Administration 
buildings, induction centers and.courthouses, 
and to break windows of the Hoover Institution, | 
finance companies, ITT and the FBI. And when 
the Chinese. people tell us that these are 
important acts in t:he world revolution, and when 
Hanoi calls us to say that these acts inspire 
their fighters on the battlefield, those of us 
who call ourselves revolutionaries can only 
apologise for not.doing much..more.to.keln des- 
troy the common eneny." 


On July 28 1972, a debate was held in San 
Francisco, California, a‘: Valencia and Sycamore Streets, 
between the VO, Revolutionary Union, (RU) I Wor Kuen 
(IWK) and the Socialist Workers Party (SWP). Some 250 
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iduals attended, includingL_—SCSCSCid?S b7C 
nd AARON MANGANIELLO of Venceremos. MANGANIFLLO 
was the only speaker with any color and spoke of the. 
beautiful feeling he gets when he picks up a gun: 


"I say to myself this is a wonderful thing. 
A tool to end oppression. To free the people. 
Tt fills me wit:sh emotion." 


a ee 
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b7D 
At a meeting of the San Francisco VO study qroup 
onf ital: 
"Tl think we've been doing too much politi- | 
cal work and not enough military practice. We 
should get to be as good with guns as the piaqs f 
_b2 are. 
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The following poem appeared on page 13 of 
"Pamoja Venceremos" issue of October 10 - 24, 1972: © 
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The.beat is getting stronger 


The noments are more frequent’ yo 


» That I feel the need to kill i 





for the Revolution. 
As well, as die for the Revolution. 


We cannot treat a brutal enemy 

With compassion and understanding 
For if he continues to rule supreme 
And we do not conform to slavery 
Chains and death are eventualities. 


wa 


Ghee, GE 





y ° 
i 
i 
4 
J 
My Comrades, vou cannot hold a gun 
With your hands chained at your sides 
You cannot march to victory 
With, your legs in shackles. 


* 
Reach out now and pick up the gun ' ; 
So that your hands may remain free to use Ltt | 
So that your legs will remain free z) 
To dance upon the grave of Imperialism: 


a The moments are more frequent 
That, aS a revolutionary, 

t feel the need 

To make revolution. 

——————? WENCEREMOS 
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During a demonstration against President N 
Ss isco, California, on September 27, 1972, 
was ‘everheard to make the followinad 





comments: 
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c FEDERAL 3UREAU F INVESTIGATION 
nage 12/26/72 


At approximately 2 p.m. on this date an individual 


who refused to identify himself contacted the Geral Bureau 
of Investigation Office. Switchboard Operator 
advised that the individual requested to talk to somebody 
about a complaint. She asked if the caller has anybody b7c 
in particular in mind,_and he said no, that he just wantea 
to make a complaint. said that the caller sounded 
very nervous and agitated while she was talking to him. 


DIC sal__| who was on complaints this date, took 
» call and the caller advised that he was a member of 
the Central Committee of "Venceremos" (VO) on University 
Avenue in Palo Alto. He said the reason for his calling 
was that he wanted to complain about agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation harassing Venceremos this morning. 
When asked in what way he felt the Venceremos Organization 
was harassed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation he 
stated that this morning agents had come to the headquarters 
alleredly for the purpose of purchasing some papers. The 
caller stated that he knew the agents were not there to 
purchase papers but merely to harass them. The caller 
further stated that if the harassment is not stopped the 
agents “will be dealt: with". When asked in what way 
the agents would be cealt with he stated that in the same 
way an individual would be treated if he were breaking into 
a person's private house. The caller further said that 
the agents are attempting to intimidate women in particular. 


The caller, when asked his name, refused to identify 
himself, but sounded as if he was ‘of negro descent in his 
early or middle 20s. 


SF 100-68932 
on__12/26/72 __., San Francisco, California ,,,,5F 100-73459 | 
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12/26/72 


This document contains neither recommendations nor <onctusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is Joaned to your agency; 
itand its contonts are not to be distributed outside your agency. OT” duplicates within your agency. 
Wer Ba, er rr 
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The following article appeared on page 7 of the 
"San Mateo Times" on February 9, 1973: 
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Deputy Faces a Shotgun | 


A man identified by authori- south of Redwood City to servefreported that the shctgun still 
ities as ascif professed member|a $i0 warrant on another mem-|had four rounds in it when con- 
cf the revolutionary Venecere-| ber of the group. fiscated. ; 
mos organization was arrested Arrested fer brandishing a : PS arr wt 
yesterday after he allegedly|,,eapon and later released on 
|pointed a shotgun at a deputy|s569 bail was John K. Gaiser,' 
sheriff who went !0 a homei:7. a carpenter, Of 3050 Williams 
ho - a {Street, Redwood City. who alleg- 

edly picked up a shetgun and in-j 

jected a round into the chamber 

after Deputy Joseph Franzoia! 

kneeked on the door to serve a’ 

warrant on Tom R. Pillsbury, 

iinother Vencérenios ember. 

: Franzeia_ reported when he 

‘necked on the door, Gaiser 

wpened it and yelled. “You're 

not going to talk to anybody?” , 

' The. deputy said although| 

Gaiser slammed the door in his; 

face, it did not close completely. 

Franwia said he looked 

“brough the still open door, and 

saw the front end of a shotgun 

‘yeing held by Gaiser. He then 

reard the sound of the shell 
Joeing injected into the chamber, 
‘| Franzoia reported. 

Franzoia reported the door! 
}as again slammed in his face,' 
ut he could see Gaiser looking: 
Hout of a bedroom window. 
| Franzoia parked his patrol cat 
ler at the house and called 


ase 





‘for additional help. When Sst: 
f}Ken Frank arrived, Gaiser was 
‘lordered cut of the heuse with 
‘| his hands over his head. ‘ 
Criminalist Paul Dougherty, 
en | 
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The "San Francisco Foghorn", a publication of 
the University of San Francisco, in its issue of February 
16, 1973, on page 2, contained an article captioned 
“Harris Cites Venceremos' Call to Arms as Ineffective & 
Futile", reporting a debatg’ on February 12, 1973, at the 
University between DAVID AIARRIS and CEASAR, MOORE of 
Venceremos. The art:icle states: ee i Be ee. 

"MOORE, from the Ministry of Information 

of Venceremos, centered on the right of self- 
defense, and taxing up the gun for this purpose. 
He referred to  ,olice raids - kicking in doors. 
offing people in their sleep - but didn't 


speak of changes in strategy by the Black ae 
Panther upon whom most of this violence was ioe aie 
done. 1 


"It appeared doubtful that many in the wee 
audience disagreed with his justification for So 
violence! or the righteousness of Venceremos' 

struggle, but he was never convincing in showing 

that violence could be effective used nationally 

by the American people against the American 

people." 
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ment of any group within the VO to engage so ely in illegal 


activities would be completely opposite to the generally 
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held VO helief that you cannot separate the lecal and the 
illegal, one aroup cloing one and the other doing the other. 
The VO holds that members and collectives must engage in 
leaal and illegal activities. It is a firm belief of vO 
that one can only learn through practice and ¢his is 
equally true of the legal and the illegal. (u 
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VII. SOCIAL AGITATION 


A. The Drug_Collective 


The "Palo Z2lto Times" issue of July 12, 1972, on 
page 3, contained an article captioned "7 Added to Palo 
Alto Drug Abuse Board".. According to this article, ore of as 
the new appointees tc the Drugabuse Board was KARI COLLINS, et 
a member of the Palo Alto Drug Collective, described as a 

"street" level group with a revolutionary flavor formed, inde> 
péndently of the community's Dryg Abuse Board. Another 
member newly added was DOUGLAS, ARRETT, described as aD 
member of the Palo Alto Drug Collective and Venceremos. UA ii, 
The article further reflected that Palo Alto City Council- 
man JOHN BEAHRS read excerpts from a one and one-half page 
mimeograph flyer from the Palo Alto Drug Collective which 
claimed credit for the strategy that resulted in the 
city's allocating $200,000 for a first-year drug treatment 
program. 


Dove © 


The "Palo Alto Times" issue of July 20, 1972, 
page 3, contained the following article: 
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Quelling rumblings of “political take- 


over,” members of the Community Drug 
Abuse Board nate Wednesuay night 
‘Marxist ideology has a lepitimate but 


limited place in "Paic Ako’s 6200,003 pro- 
gram against drugs 

At en informal "pomnny discussion, 
the Plemember board iicided questions 
about program philoscphy, content and 
hiring drveg counselors with revolutionary 
pohtics. 

Ir response to a question about’ “Mar- 
xisr-Leninism, board member Carla 
Vespe suid, “it is one legitimate area of 
input— there are othga”’ Mas te 

Member Char 2. Sait he saw “ho 
problen: with me input—ave need a vari- 
ety-but if any one viewpoint starts 
moving the program into a camer... Pd 
speak out.’ 

Board members emphasized the pro- 
Rram will have participants from a wide 
variety of backprounds aid each may find 
wu different perznective helphad in under- 
standing his persoual problems 

They atso said that the bourd includes 
revelutionaries and olilical conservatives 
whe reengnize their difereneces and are 

_ willis’, to work together to cambat drug 
abus/. 

Pisco Alto’s program is expected to begin 
fate this month or by mid August. ki will 
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ii clude a Community Prevention Center 
(CFC) and a Residential Treatment 
Center (RTC). : 2 

They will pravidecounseling, recreation, 
C.isis intervention, job training and other 
services deemed neeessary by staff and 
porticipants 

From its inception, the city-funded pro- 
gran has been dogeed by predictions of 
domination by revolutionaries. The citi- 
zens’ task force which proposed the pro- 
&-am included two members of Ven- 
ceremos, 3 revolutionary froup, as well 
as persons of other political persuasions, 

The program’s directing board, ap- 


’ proved by the City Council, also inchides 


one admitted revolutionary and a woman 
who isa member of the “Drug Collective” 
but not of Venceremos, whose appoint- 
ments encountered some council opposi- 
tion. 

On Wednesday night, however, board 
members and observers alike wamed that 
the program should not be sidetracked by 
“divisive propaganda,” 

Dr. Saul Wasserman, a board member, 
si id drug counselors should be flexible 
enough to use psychoingical, sociological, 


re ligious or political interpretations to suit — 


individual cases. — . 
“All empirical evidence suggests’ dif- 
ferent people f ae ne in different models, 





on mcemeea res om 





_No one single approach is helpful 


iM iad ree fond 
ee: PU og re . 


. — 
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for 
everyone,” Wassermai sai’ 
Michael Fox, a member of the board and 


of Venceremos, said the revolutionary po- * 


Sition is that “drug abuse comes from a 


society with contradictions, with some on’ 


the top and the bottom, exploiters and 
exploited . 

“Tn order to get rid of drug abuse we 
have to talk, about transforming society — 





and gettingid of contradictions.” CAL LP 
Yassan of Venceremos téld the 


Leslie“! 
board it will be impossible to remain 

“apolitical and still help addictts ... dmg’: 
abuse comes from social conditions.” 

Miss Nassan said people entering the 
program, like Vietnam veterans, already 
associate their drug use nas social and 
political oblems, Ads 

Phibfliss, a board nee and drug 
counselor at Cubberley High School, said 
the board “should not be heavy handed 
with content .. 
tell pecpie.”” 

The Re 
black minister and psychologist, told the 
board to put the issue of revolutionary 
idéas in perspective. 

“When the program starts dealing with 
black community problems, that will make 
the Venceremoas issuc.seem like a Sunday 
School picnic,” the Rev. wie. Varner said. 





. or tell counselors what to 


ae oe 
; ‘aval Varper, beardmember, . 
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The fol:owing flyer was received at 
(ts folowing flyer as seceived ath 5, 
b2 1972. : 
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a ‘STATE NT OF BURDOSES OU The DP: LO CONFIZANTIAL : 


-The Palg. Alto, Drug a ke is part of the massive fi against oppression in,, |. 
our seciety and in the worl We exist to combat the specifjfproblem of drug abuse’ = > 


and its causes. U. S. imperialism is efficiently oppressing Third World nations and 
tries, to maintain power over these nations--as in Vietnam. It forces young men to 
fight in Nam where brothers return as drug-addicts. It creates economic misery to 
black and brown communities where some people feel the only relift is drugs. For 
working people, the conditions ir. some plants are so demanding some people live on 
speed, downers and booze. Students and middle class white young escape into drugs 
because they feel unable to change what they hate so much in this society. And 
-thronughout seciery peaple are ca.ght up in competing with one another and always 
striving to maintain a high stancard of existence. People break down under these 
pressures and turn to drugs and alcohol. 

The rulers in this country znswer the drug problem by calling in the police, 
jailing drug users and then after their jail time is over are thrown back on the - 
Streets where there are still no jobs, no decent housing, and a life of oppression 
continues. 

THE PEOPLES ANSWER TO OPPRESSION 

Because the government is a government of the rich our strategy is to engage in a 
political struggle for power. and force the government to give us funds to serve the 
| peoples needs. Our tactic for winning is to form sccieimpiainahiaes which involve more and’ 
‘more people in this active struggle. 

‘We put our strategy into prézctice when we confronted the P.A. city government to 
give us money for a Peoples Drug Center. Through the Power of the People we won 
$200,000 for our center which will open during this summer. But we have to continue 
to fight to make sure that money truly serves the people. We want ex-addicts and 
young people who understand how this society’ causes the drug problem to control the 
center. This is also an ongoing struggle. 

‘ 

The main group of the Palo Alto Drug Collective meets weekly to discuss general | 
questions confronting us, to educate ourselves as to good and bad ways of dealing with 
political enemies, and to discuss correct ways to involved and serve the people. 

The main collec kine of P.A.D.C. also breaks down into various other collectives 
which are able to carry on the fight against drug abuse on specific levels. They are 
the following; 

1. Peoples Education ‘ 

a) Here we are putting together the collectives practice in different forms for the 
community to learn from. For exemple: pamphlets, films, education programs. 

b) We work to expose to drug collective members and the community what gces on in 
the drug world. What kind of drugs are on the Streets, how the traffic is moving, and 
what companies are involved in drug pushing. 

c) In general, we are to bring political education about the imperialist os into 
the drug collective and out to the. community. 

2. Anti-Fascism Stop the Pigs 

We understand the police only serve the rich, and that historically the police are 
used to jail drug users. In some situations people turn against their brothers and 
sisters for the sake of their owr. habit or to stay out of jail by working with the pigs 
and snitching. 

_ This collective will expcse snitches and work to stop the police from butting 
into the drug problem. 

3. Detox facilities do not exist: in Santa Clara County. 

A collective exists to lead the struggle to force Santa Glara County to set up a 

detox ward run by the people for heroin addicts. 

4. Collectives for addicts and people with drug problems are forming. We understand 

a person cannot struggle alone, especially in this society. Our first collective for 
addicts is being set up in order to: 


a) Give addicts a place to gc in aa th mal problems with brother 
and sisters coming from the same place. CONFIDANT lAL - : 
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c) Have a collective where addicts and drug users will be engaged in changing the 
social conditions which createc their addiction. 
5. High School struggles 

A collective is working towards creating decent education that will expose the true 
nature of the drug problem. Presently there is only a token drug education program - 
in the high schools. Through stcuggle $75,000 is to used for drug education, and 
the students will seize the money to make sure it serves the people. j Through the 
drug struggle, the P.A.D.C. has found that in the high schools there is a large drug 
problem. Most support for a Peaples Progran has come from the high schools, 

6. Fund Raising z | 

A group of people meet weekly ta discuss ways to raise money for the drug collective 
to pay for certain functions of the P.A.D.C. The main task at this time is to raise 
money for the Menlo Park Law Comnune who serve the people by defending Robert Sullivan 
a black brother from Palo Alto who is sentenced to life becuase of a drug raid on his 
home. 

All of these collectives bring back questions about their work to the main group 
Sunday night meetings at 7:30. ‘hese meetings are open to everyone and anyone who | 
wishes to further battle againsc drugs in society. People who have drug problems 

"who would like ‘to come, sit in and check it out are always welcome. Those brothers 
and sisters who have experience, or just i la with hove: ° for the people and a 


desire to struggle, Come! . i " 


“SUNDAY. NIGHT 7:30 
"3381 PARK BLVD, PALO ALTO 
493-4084 . 2 
= ’ SERVE THE PEOPLE a STOP THE PLAGUE! 
THE PALO ALTO DRUG COLLECTIVE | 


‘This statement also printed in Pamoja Venceremos newspaper) . 
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The Palo Alto Drug Collective is one of the VO 
collectives located in Palo Alto, California, and organized 
around the theme of narcotics, their prevention and treat- 
ment. The collective has been responsible for the estab- 
lishment of a drug addict treatment facility in- the City 
of Palo Alto, to which the city contributed $200,000 and 
there is the possibility of additional money being received 
from state and federal assistance programs. Although 
nominally under the: direction of the Palo Alto Drug Abuse 
Board, the impetus for the center and the daily functioning 

ereof comes from the drug collective. 
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The following article appeared in “The Arena, on 
page 4, issue of November 16, 1972, "The Arena" is a 
monthly conservative campus newspaper at Stanford 


University. 
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Dart Of Drug Controversy. - 


By CHRIS HOCKER 
Arena Executive Editor 

For the past year, one of the 
most consistently newsworthy 
items to appear in the Palo Alto 
"fimes and the San Jose Mercury 
has been the activities and the 
personnel of the Palo Aito 
Community Drug Abuse Board 
(PACDAB). 

Oyer this period of time, the 
Board has managed to win over 
$200,000 of city money and to 
establish two centers of 
operations, often over the 
- vigorOUS objections of some ir the 
Palo Alto community. 

What is now PACDAB regan 
late last year as a fask Force on 
the problems of drug abuse in 
Palo Alto, Its purpose was to 
submit a proposal to the Palo Alto 
City Council that would be used 
ss a basis from which to apply for 
federal funding for an anti-drug 
project. 

{n the process of approv.ng the 
proposal, the City Council 
rejected that of The Center, an 
established, chureh-related drug 
connseling center located in 
Menlo Park. The gove mment, 
nowever, tuxaed down the Task 
Woree proposal, citing insufficient 
funds. , 


———@ confipentiat 


ary Organizalion 


The Task Force resubmitted its 
proposal tothe Council as a city 
project, trimming 340,000 from 
the budget. * his proposal was 
eventually accepted in the form ot 
a contract between PACDAB and 
the City, providing for $200,000 
in funding overt 4 two-year period. 

Presently, 4 drug abuse 
prevention center tocated at 418 
Ramona Street is operating, while 
a Residential Treatment Center at 
Q51 University Avenue has been 
approved by the city, put is not 
currently in operation. 

Much =O the PACDAB 
controversy has centered around 
the involvement at the 
revolutionary organization 
Vencevemos in the ‘Task Force 
study and the workings of the 
Board itself. Currently, four of 
the 19 members of the board are 
open memners of V enceremos. 

They are Michael lox, Molly 
McDonnell ox, Kari, Collins, and 
Doug - Garrett, The Toxes- were 
members of the original Task 
Foree, and Mike ox is currently 
a paid staff member at the 

sevention center. 

Mike Fox and Doug Garrett 
have aiso beer poriicipants in 
recent years in demonstrations, 

protests, and trasiings on the 
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Stantora campus. Fox. was 
identified as one of those who 
attacked. a group of conservatives 
in the Free~Campus Movement 
outside the Olc: Union Courtyard 
on the night of Feb. 10, 1971. He 
was subsequently named on an 


injunction barring certain 
individuals from the Stanford 
campus. 


Venceremos has devoted a 
certain degree of time, effort, and 
space in its newspaper te the drug 
problem in the community. While 
speaking of ihe importance of 
stopping “the plague,” as it terms 
drug addiction, it places great 
emphasis on uncovering and 
dealing with the causes of drug 
abuse, which .t perceives as being 
connected with capitalist society. 

Thus, “education” becomes a 
primary goal in dealing with the 
drug problem — education not 
only with regard to kinds of drugs 
and counseling, but especially that 
which indicts American capitalism 
as a conspiracy that would keep 
poor and working people 
helplessly <cddicted to drugs, 
unable to fcrmulate an effective 
revolution, and vulnerable to 
exploitation. 

In its lHterature, Veneeremos 
has identified President Nixon as 
“the nation’s biggest drug 
pusher,” and claimed — that 
“through ths Power cf the People 
we won $200,000 for our center.” 

“Our” refers to the proposal 


apnraiwed br the Palo Alto City 
Couneil. 


VYencereinos has made no 
atteinpt to hide its connection 
with PACDAB, or its Macxist 
analysis of the causes of the drug 
problem, But because it has taken 
a strong position against drug 
abuse, the Cily Council has had 
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was mounted = against both 
locations for drug treatment. One 
store owner ot "Ramona Street 
was allegedly told by a PACDAB 
member that his shop would be 
picketed and boycotted if he 
prevented the Ramona Street site 
from being approved. 

‘The house at 851 University 
met with similar opposition from 
homeowners in the neighborhood 
in the section known as Crescent 
Park. A poil of 132 area residents 
showed a ratio of 10-1 against 
approval of the tocation. This 
opinion was ignored by the 
Council. 

Aside from the issue of 
whether tax money should go to 
combat individual drug problems, 
the question of the wisdom of. 
inciuding Venceremos in the 
distribution of these funds 
continues to rankle in the minds 
of some in City Hall and in the 
community. 

On one hand, any group that 
appears sincere in its efforts to 
curtail a problem as serious as 
drug abuse should be given a 
chance to help. 

On the other hand, 
Venceremos has clearly indicated 
its intent to “educate” drug 
abusers away from the present 
system and toward the revolution 
— an activity that could have 
long-run effects far mor 
deleterious than the — origirial 
problem. 

By any standard, the action of 
Vanoorormon with regard to the 
Drug Abuse Board and the Palo 
Alto city structure as a whole bear 
watching. The sizeable stake that 
the revolutionary — organization 
already has in the project holds a 
significance ~ that exionds far 
packs surface appearances. *-:” 


no real xeccurse Dut to include the ~ 
group in tie anti-deug activities, ° 


Even the staunchly 
conservative Palo Alto ‘Times, has 
taken an a nhivalent stance on the 
involvemert of Venceremos, 
mentioning the laudable goal of 
fighting drug abuse while 
questionim: the motives end 
methods ct sgme of the fighters. 

Others, however, have tot been 
so charitable. Sizeable onnosition 
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The following article appeared in the "Palo Alto 
iwsue of April 24, 1973, pages one and two: 





By MYRON MYERS 
A meeting of the Pale Alta City 


Council broke up in disord or early this 
morning in # controversy over 
whether drug addicts should find 
sanctuary from arrest al the city’s 
new residenticl treatment center. 
Mayur Kirke Comstock declared the 
meeting disrupted and adjourned at 
12:25 a.m. amidst shouting and heck- 
Jing from drug abuse counselors, pa- 
tients and merabers of Venceremos. 
The council had already completed its 
published agenda. 
The dispute was over toe arrest of 
Norman James Gerard Anvil 17 on a 
felony warrant carrying $25,000 bail 
issued by a court in Hayward. Gerard 
had earlier chosen to enroll in the 
center at 851 University Avenue 
rather than serve a prison sentence 
handed down by a Haywerd judge. 
He appeared before the council just 





after midnight to complain that his. 


rights had been violated ir the manner 
of his arrest. “How can I get rehahili- 
tated when I can’t get ou” of jail?” he 
asked. 


His counselor, William Baum- 
gartner, said the police department 
had violated city policy by going to 
the center to serve the warrent on 
Gerard. The policv of staying away 
from the drug abuse center on Ra- 
mona Street and the residential! treat- 
ment center should not have excep- 


tions, not for “the number of felonies, 


whether it’s for Hayward or the FBI. 
Hayward wanted him so ¢hey made a 
big deal out of it.” Baumgartner said 
he wants the center to be a “sanctu- 
ary.” : 


City Manger George Sipel suid Po- - 


lice Capt. U. F. Bullerjahn, upon re- 
ceiving the Hayward warrent, tele- 
phoned Saul Wasserman of the drug 
abuse board and together they served 
the warrant on Gerard at the center. 

“The police action was entirely 
proper.” Sipel said “TY the same crr- 
Curpstances were heacisi again, we 
would operate the same way.” 
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(Continued from pe ge 1) 


endorsed by Vonceremos ind the Palo 
Alto’ Community Coalition. 

Norton said, “If our own drug statt 
is going to come in here and demand 
under threat that we ordar the police 
to do something, then T for one will 
not support the drug program.” 

Camstock adjourned the nreeting 

ee went ta the press desk to report 
that he believes the patic: > department 
acted properly in the ine dent. 

{te was quickly surrounded by 
members of the audience, and he told. 
them repeatedly, “you won't Iet us 
talk. You won't liste to us, 50 you 
disrurt the mecting.” His apponents 
insisted the police policy lists no ex- 
ceptions to the ban on going to the 
house to make arrests. Chey accused 
Norton of having incived the heekling. 
with Ris comments. 

Comstock watked out. The council- 
men were uke ened td ‘fase aed 
“Nazis.” and “SS” and Falo Alto’ to ' 
poliec state.” 

on Attorney Peter Stune sant a 

Palo We City, Council policy not to 
ae warranis issued uy othe furis- 
dietinns would caise }agal problems 
similar to Berkeley soters qaving 
directed iheir police rot to enforce 
marijuana laws, 

Attorney seer et Fvelle Younger 
hag ordered the Berkel 2y sees chief 
to continue to eaten rev state law. If 
Pato Alto bac refusec ta serve the 
warrank on Gerard, 5 one said, pre- 
sumatly Atemed> County Autnariltes 

would contact the Santa Clara County 
District Aitorney’s s otlice 9 force the 
city ty act. 
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“said. He is a City 


Police Chief James Zurcher said the 
department policy on not sending of- 
ficers to the two drug abuse buildings 
has the exclusions of serving arrest or 
search warrants or chasing a suspect 
in hot pursuit. 

Michael Fox, a staff member at the 
Ramona Street center, said “if we 
can’t give people who come to us an 
absolute guarantee they wort get 
busted, we might 2s well close down.” 


Claire Smith, another staff member. 
called the arrest “an outrageous vio- 
lation of City Council policy.” On be- 
half of the staff, she said, she 
demanded an investigation and report 
in two weeks. “We will not tolerate 
the residential treatment center be- 
coming a holding center and alterna- 
live to prison,” she said. 

Councilwoman Enid Fearson said 
the police arrest was “contrary to 
what we tried to establish.” She said 
she did net favor a sanctuary, “but 
once someones has been legally com- 
mitted to the residential treatment 
center by a court he should be free- 
from arrest.” 

Zurcher picked up hecklers when he 
said the police department, in serving 
warrants from outside agencies, “has 
an obligation to the greater communi- 
ty” and not “just to the people, who 
Jive there.” 

The heckling grew fouder when 
Vice Mayor Stanley Norton said, “if 
you have any notion this council is 
going to provide sanctuary for people 
from warrants from other jurisdic- 
tions...as far as Pm concerned, you 
might as well forget it.... Further- 
more, I'm getting tired of your coming 
in here and trying to tara our meeting 
into a police review board.” 


Camstock told some 30 members of 
the audience who were shouting that 
they were disrupting the meeting. 

£ 
“Oh shut up,” Jeffrg 
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B. LABOR 


The fiollowing article appeared in "Pamoja 
Venceremos", issue of June 10 - 24, 1972, page 6: 
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On Vriday Apri: 14, approximately 19 
operators from Franklin I, Information 
walked of the jou -o protest the firing, 
‘of a newly hired Black operator. The of- 
; erator had been fired after only three . 
‘days of training, on the pretext of not, 
ledrning fast. A week before two other 
Black women, in Overseas I]. were intimi- 
dated into rcsigning on the same pretext. 
These are just twce cxamples of the in- 
creased firings of Third World workers 
by the phone compony. 
On Nay 24, the 19 operators from 
Franklin I. were suspended for participa- 
tang in the walkout of April 14 (their ~ 
walkout had forced the company to rehire 
the Blac: worker). The local union lea-~ 
dership responded to the suspensions by 
calling a “sympathy protest withholding 
of services" for one day at the Franklin 
Strect offices. When the firings and walk- 
out first occurred, the 19 operators were 
threatened with reprisals. Rank and fil- 
es introduced a motion at the union meet- 
inig the following Tuesday calling for az . 
special meeting to vote to strike if re-' 
prisals occurred. The motion was defeat3d 
because the local union leadership lied * 
to the members and were able to convince 
the majority to vote it down. They (the 
union) said that the membership wouldn’t. 
support it, and that it wasn't necessary 
anyway because the officers intended to 
call a “Northerr California - Nevada - 
area-wide strike” if disciplinary action 
was t@ken-egainst any of the operators. 


Not omy did the union sis P Heng) RENTIANT 
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call an area-wide strike, they didn't 
even call a strike of the whole local! 
In an attempt to waintain their credibi- 
lity, they called a one-day "sympathy pro- 
test" strictly Limited to the Franklin 
Street offtees, with no demands - the 
wost minimal action they could get away 
with, wks 
After “tke reprisals occurred, . Local” 
Gd4i5 members and Jocalts in San Francisco, 
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leaders of the walkout, 
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San Jose, Walnut Creek, Nevada and South- 
ern California voted to go out onrstrike. 
However, on May 31, the union called off 
the strike threat after Pacific Telephone 
Co. reduced the penalties against the 
The original 
penaities had included firing of Loren 
Blasingame, president of Qukland's com- 
munication workers local 9415, and 30- ‘ 
day suspensions for the rest. These i. 
were reduced to a 60-day suspension for [| 
Blasingame and four-day to three-week su3- 
pensions of the others during a meeting 
of union and company officials, 

On one hand, workers need the union 
to defend themselves from the corporate 
management, Most workers recognize that 
without a union, they are strictly at the 
mercy of their bosses. But on the other 
hand, the union bureaucrats maintain a 
privileged position by keeping the rank 
and file ignorant of both their interests 
and power and by playing up to the em- 
ployers. When push comes to shove, 
union bureaucrats are almost always afraid. 
to allow labor to Fight for its real in- 
terest against the interest of the capi- ; 
talists. Only when the ruling class tries 
to destroy the unions are the bureaucrats 
forced to put forth a call to action. 4% 


While they often put on a militant face 


to fool the membership, in truth they are , 

afraid of real democratic rank and file 

action, After all, it might cost them 

their jobs. 
THE STRUGGLE GOES ON,... 

East Bay Venceremos 


(apenas, 
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The following article appeared 


in "Pamoja Venceremos” 


issue of June 10 - 24, 1972, page three: 
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National Can Corporation is located 
in Sen Leandro (1a suburb near Oakland 


Calif). ‘he plant has been in operation 
for over twenty years, however they 
onJy bepan hiring Black workers in 
after being forced to do so. : 
As of January, 1972, there were only, 
5) Blacks out of 600 employees at Na- — 
tione3 Can. There are presently no 
Black personne] administrators, Black 
forenen, shopstewards or other union 
ofFicicls. « Ever though we have made 
demands for Black foremen and union 
officiais, we realize that token Blacks. 
von't change the overall working 
conditions. 

Jobs at the plant are assigned ac- 
cording te plan: seniority, and there- 
fore 90% of the Black workers are as- 
Sipned to the worst jobs in the plant. 
During the monti of November, 1971, 
there were only 12 Blacks working on thd 
second shift. fen of the twelve were ; 
working in the Shipping Department at {| 
the hardest jobs in the plant. ‘ 


1964": 





An example of the oppression of Black 
werkers can be seen in the case of 
Bernard Smallwood, a young Black man 
who had been employed at National Can 
for the past three years. 

On Saturday, December 4, Bernard, went 
to work, reporting for duty on the 
second shift. Larry Nolan, the Qual- 
ity Control foreman, yelled at him to 
come over to another area of the fac- 
tery to show him and another foreman 
how to operate another machine. 

Bernard offered to train another worker 
if he veceimed 10% additional leadeyman.... 
wages as spelled out in the union 
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contract with the company. Nolan told 
him to operate the machine or gc--bomes. 
Thé Shop steward ayreed with Bernard 
and explained the contract to the fore- 
man. Nolan told Bernard to go home for 
the rest of the nizht. As the Brother 
was leaving the plant, Nolan told him 
he was suspended, 


H THE BATTLE BEGINS 


; On Monday, December 6, Bernard went 


to the personnel cffice to register a. ; 


complaint. He demanded that a fellow 
Black worker be present to act as an ob- 


server and of course the ccmpany refused. 


Foreman Nolan was asked to give his 

side of the incident and Bernard was 
asked to give his side. However, before 
he could finish, che personnel manager, 
De La Piedra, yelled, "That's not the 
way it happened.'"' Bernard asked him how 
he could possibly know since he wasn't 
there and De La Piedra told Bernard he 
was suspended for three days for "insub- 
ordination, retusal to obey a direct 


order of a foreman, and abusive language." 


After the three-day suspension, 
Bernard came back to work on swing shift 
and within 15 mirutes of his arrival, 
Nolan suspended Fim again, this time 
for alleyedly cursing and threatening 
There were no witnesses, so it's 

the worker's word against the Foreman's. 
Of course, De La Piedra believed the t. 
foreman and several days later he ac- ; 
tually Fired Berrard. ‘ 

National Can Corporation has been £ 
exploiting, opprcssing and acting racist 
toward its employees ever since the 
company began, Tor the past three 
years, Bernard has been trying to fight 
these practices, and as everyone knows, 
anyone who speaks out against such . 
things is gel tie a “troubleaaker” and 
eventually yets Jired. This is exactly 
what has eee to Bernard. 

y National Can realizes they have no 
real case agains: this Prother, other 
than the fact thit he is Black, and a ; 
worker - something which hos always been 

.& erline in America. 


THE UNION SIVS ON ITS HANDS 


Boracod-ts Fighting his case afimerie 
way. lle is charging that his suspension 


Me case, 


_tried to keep his background as a R 


; is due to the company's racism towards 
all nonwhite workers and its yoticies 
toward women. Workers have found that 
they can't depend on either the union or 


the government to get the Brother's job 
back. The purpose of the union is to 
allegedly protect the workers! inter- i 
ests (as opposed to management's) with, 
respect to wages and working conditions. 
First, because the unions are now 
allowed to exist by the ruling circle, 
they can only do what they are allowed 
to do for workers; and second, due to 
racism within most labor unions, Black 
people have had a great deal of dif- 
ficulty in getting into unions, much 
less benefit from union representation, 
Only a united movement of all workers 
will get Bernard's job back and 
guarantee that others won't lose theirs, 
Rernard's case went before the 
Board. of Adjustment on February 18. 
This is the third step of the so-called 
grievance procedure where two company 
and two union officials hear the case. 
The vote ended in.a two-two tie and thus 
went to arbitration. This is the fourth 
step in the proceedure, where a third 
"neutral" party will make the Final | 
-decision. Bernard's case went to the | 
fourth step only because he kept the :, 


“rank and file informed and because the 


rank and file put pressure on both the 
company and the union. 

Originally, Bernard demanded a Black 
arbitrator and was told there aren't 
any Black arbitrators. Three months 
after the board of adjustment hearings 
an arbitrator was finally chosen to hear 
flis name is Patrick J. Boner. 

The first arbitration hearing took 
place on May 9, at the Oakland Hyatt 
House. Bernard pointed out to the 
arbitrator Mr. Boner, that he was very 
suspicious of him because the union had 
personnel administrator at Friden's : 
a secret, and that he didn't expect to: 


get a fair hearing. Mr. Boner tried to 
assure Bernard that he hadn't been bought 
off, 

At past arbitration hearings, the 
defendants weren't allowed to give an 
open presentation cr question fire wit- 
nesses, However, Bernard was Keds. TO 
do so after running down some quotations 
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from Four’ Essays by Mao Tse-tung; for 
. exampae,—'tn order to krow a thing-you 
have to participate in it, and it is 
man’s social being that determines his 
way of thinking." At the first two 
hearings National Can Management presen- 
ted their case. At the third hearing, 
when Bernard's case was to be heard, 
Birdsell, the business representative, 
would not allow all of Bernard's wit- 
nesses to testify even though they had 
given up a day's pay to do so. By now 
it was clear to everyone that Bernard 
was being sold out. Bernard's witnesses 
all demanded to be allowed tc testify. 
At this point the recorder quit and Ber- 
nard demanded that the hearings be called 
off because there is supposed to be’ a, 


“culture they want. 
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isolated individuals. We are part of a 
larger movement of Black, Brow: and White 
workers uniting to make a socialist rev- 
Olution im America. Under socialism, 
"Black, Brown and other Third World peop: 
iwill be able to determine for themselves: 
swhat form of government, economy, and 
Only then will we 


begin to wipe ovt the racism that imper- 


ialist corporations like National Can 


have produce ed. 


recorder present at all arbitration hearings 


So the hearings were pit off until June 
6. When they: are continued; Bernard will 
stili demand that all-his witness be 
alfowed to testify. Cn May 30, Bernard 
received a notice fron the District 
Attorney's office informing him that his 
"business rep", William Birdsell, had } 
signed a warrant for his arrest, charg-: 
ing him with "disturbigg the peace’ at } 
his arbitration hearings. . a 
It's impossible fo:: Birdsell to repre- 
sent Bernard honestly when at the same 
time he's trying to zet him throm in 
jail. Bernard will ask for a jury trial 
because he feels this will be a goed 
chance to expose the union before the 


public. 
Bernard's firing comes at a time when 


the corporations and the US government 
are attacking working people. Look at 
the wage-price freeze and the stepped-up 
Vietnam War, But workers are fighting 
back, particularly Elack and Brown work-! 
ers. Militant strikes, prison rebellions 
ani the fight of American GI’s and Vet- 4 
erans against the Vietnam war are but 
some examples. All workers are fighting 
a common eneny; US imperialism--the sys- 
tem of US corporations exploiting the 
Jabor and natural resources of workers in 
the US and all over the world: Reriwrmd 
and the workers at National Can are not 
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Bernard Snattosod, fired Nab. Can worker 
and Veneeremos central Comntttee member 
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The following article appeared on page one 
of the "Stanford Daily" issue of July 25, 1972: 
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By GEORGE DOBLINS 3 

About 50 picketers, protesting wages and working 
conditions, were char ged Saturday night with blocking the 
doorway at the House of Piesin Palo Alto, in violation of 
a temporary restraining order issued by a Superior Court 
judge. ; 

Subpoenas are now 3cing issued for court appearances | 
next Monday. s 

The dispute srose last Wednesday night when iwo . 
waitresses at the restaurant quit their jobs because of | 
“mistreatment of working women by the management,” 
according to Marcia Nall, one of the former employees, 
and a Venceremos member. Members of Venceremos, as 
well as those “svmpithetic to our cause,” have been 
picketing the restaurart since Wednesday. 

On Friday the court order was obtained, naming five 
specific persons and >roviding for 100 “John Docs”. lt 
said that picketers mzy not come within 10 feet of the 
entrance of the building, and they are not allowed to 
bother cr to prevent customers from entering. 

John Allmon, act ng manager ‘of the restaurant, was 
sent up from Los Angeles to mediate the situation. 
Allmon described Saturday’s activities as “violent,” and 
added, “All doors are still open but this violation of the 
court order slowed up any action that could have been 
taken.” 

Wage Issue 

According to Haid, the picketers are asking that the 
current hourly wage rate of $1.45 be raised to $2.15, and 
that waitresses he allowed more freedom and 
individuality. “Those uniforms have got to go,’ ” she 
stressed. “Right now all they do is attract men, and we’re 
not just sex objects. ” 

Leslie Nassen, w!1o worked at the House of Pies a year 
zgo and now calls ferself a “community supporter,” says 
that Venceremos, 02 which she is a member, is backing the 
‘protest because “we believe in fighting job oppression, 
These chauvinist atiitudes must be changed.’ — tne: 
7 ty Byers ‘ 
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She_cslis the management “really screwed up” and 
clans that job turnover at the restaurant is tremreméous 
because waitresses cannot bear the pressure. 

Hall say; that the picketezs are not criticizing the 
waitresses ‘vho still work at the restaurant because 
“people are so hard up for jobs that they have to work 
here to live. But I’m sure they’re on our side.” She says 
that the picketing has hurt the restaurant’s business, “4 

The Hous? of Pies, owned by International Industries 
(which also owns the Copper Penny and International 
House of Pancakes chains) is often franchised, but the . 


'- Palo Alto branch is owned by the corporation, according 
_to Allmon. | mo MH oe 


Individual Merit’ he 
Nassen claims that waitresses at all the stishepuseeni feel 
the same way bout their “sexist” treatment but Allmon | 
doesn’t believe the women have been dehumanized. He 
says that waitresses start at $1.45 per hour, the minimum 
wage in Califoriia, and after the first 30 days, they make | 
$1.65 an hour. Raise: atter that are based on utara : 
merit,” he stated. 
Allmon says that the controversy is “not a labor’. 
dispute” but adds, “As of this moment, I have not been 


able to find out exactly what the picketers’ demands and 


foundations are.’ 


Allraon states, “We're not at war” and says he wanis to 
discuss the issues and come to an agreement, “The only 
problem is to get both sides together to talk about the 
same subject. (n still trying to determine the legal 
attorneys and representatives who will be involved.””. . * 


Hall claims that she and others have apyvoached the 
management to negotiate and “they hayen’t done 
anything about it,” but she also predicts that an open, 
public meoting for the purposes of negotiation will be 
hold fater in the week. ‘It will probably take place in 
Some public aad bknow the apeeibies; buticart tell 
“You,” she said. 2 te ' ota 
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The Zollowing article appeared in the "Palo Alto 


TImes" issue of July 26, 


1972, on page 2: 


—New monager dims to ease cai fe strife 


The House of Pies in downtown Palo 
Alto— the target since ast week of a 
strike by two revolutionary waitresses 


' and their supporters—has been assigned 


anew manaper, John Aimon. 

Almon siid he has been sent up asa 
corporat: 
Angeles headguaiters lo tar: aver opera- 
tion of the pie shop at 185 University Ave. 
to “find out the complaints from both 
sides and to find ont if the situation corid 
be mediated.” 

_ Mally Fox, a member of the Palo Alto 
Venceremos and z former waitress at the 
House of Pics, said today a public mectir g 


“between 10 representatives of the House 


of Pies and 10 representatives of the pichk- 
eters has been set for noon Friday at the 
Downtown Library, 270 Forest Ave. 
Almon said if the picketing “continues 
ceol’”” with no blocking of the main 


“doorway and no vislence or physical 


abuse toward customers, he would mee. 
with the picketers. 

The pie shop has continued operating 
at full staff inside, 


representative for the Los. 


. 1 although Almon_ 
mackiaw edged business was off. 
é Se : ~~ . 


‘If where have been managerial 
problems in the past, ] assure you there 
will never be again,” Almon said. ") have 
the greatest ef hopes this will be cleared 
up in an oe and friendly 
manner.” 

The pickets are demanding a 50-cent 
hourly wage increase for all waitresses, 
up from the present $1.45 wage; and end 


the 50 cent minimum service charges; no’ 
more “harassment’’ of Third World or 
street pcople; and an “end to sexist, 


racist” hiring practices. ; 

Atmon said the $1.45 is the state 
minimum and that after 30 days on the 
job, waitresses get a 20. cent per hour 
increase. 

Mrs. Fox said today she worked thert 
six months with no pay raise. 

* Almon also obtained a restraining orde 
against the pickets, requiring they sta 
10 feet away from the building, not haras 
customers and not darrege-property. H 


—_—- : 


rN i iA\taj 


CONF 


said they have consistently not abided by 
theorder. ! : ‘ 


Two customers have filed assault and: 
battery complaints with Palo Altc police 


against two of the pickets, both 16. + 


: 


x 
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The following article appeared in the "Palo 


Alto Times of August 9, 


“Restaurant boycott ends 


A tentative settlement has 


been reached on the three-week no waitresses would have to 


old boycott of the House of Pies 
restaurant in downtwon Palo 
Alto, but it wort be definite 
until a 10:30 a.m. press confer- 
ence by the picketers 
Thursday. 


The picketers have nearly all 
been members cf Palo Allo 
Venceremos, a revolutionary 
group. © 

The agreement was reached 
following a Tuesday afternoon 


1972, on page 2: 


filed by individuals; and that 


work overtime cleaning the 
restaurant. 

The restaurant also report- 
edly agreed to hire an ade- 
quate number of waitresses; to 
rehire Mrs. Kathy Gadus, a 
waitress and Venceremos 
member who walked out, since 
her work had been satisfactory. 

Almon said today he would 

not be participating in the 


meeting between John Almon, - 


new manager of the House of. 
Pies, and Jeff Youdelman, Mrs. 
Molly Fox and Marsha Hall of 
Venceremos. 

The terms of the settlement 
reportedly were that wait- 
resses would be paid $1.65 per 
hour; that the Hous? of Pies 
would drop charges against 
three juvenile pickets arrested 
by Almon for blocking ‘he door; 
that it would coopcrate in 
getting charges dropped 
against two othér~jurertiles; 








“T appreciate the cooperation ':- 
of the citizens, especially of the | 
police during the boycott,” o 
Almon said today. A 





~ pickets’ press conference. | = ° 
cA i » 8 3 2 =A 2 Be 
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The following article appeared on page 16 of 
"Pamoja Venceremos" issue of June 10, 1972: 








Tarn Lel? 


"THE PROCESS OF PROLETARIANIZING THE~STUDENT MOVEMENT DOES NOT MEAN |. 


t 


3 As the disrupting of the Stanford 





THAT ALL THE ACTIVE STUDENTS LEAVE THE CAMPUS TO ORGANIZE WORKERS. !” 


While not stopping the war, the & 


war machine by the studeat movement pro-. 2@t1on-wide-student movement has great- 


gressed through the winter quarter,re- 
pression escalated,and it: became obvi- 
ous to all] that the student movement 


‘itself couldn't shut down Stanford. 


Many of us who had previously felt thét 
the student movement could do everything 
now'felt that the movement wasn't gootl 
for anything. Despair filled our ranks, 
for,,the student movement couldn't stop 
the war, effectively blockade Oakland 


_Army Terminal, or even shut down Stan- 


ford. A class analysis of the student 
movement tells us it can’t do those 
things. Only with a correct analysis 
of the historical role of the student 
movement--including. its potential and 
its: limits--can we properly evaluate 
ouy; successes, avoid despair, and move 
on, 


ly disrupted the war effort, and in di-° 
ing so has acted as a deterrent force 
to the Johnson-Nixon administrations. 
The student movement, working together 
with third world liberation struggles 
at home, has launched an offensive from 
the inside to help overthrow the U.S. 
military as the world police force. 


f 
atu student. movement sparked a simi- 
lai movement among their peers, who | 
haa been drafted into the military. | 
This G.I. revolt is just part of an y 


’ overall transformation of the conscious- 
“hess of the Aucrican people occurring 

Over the last several years. . The move- 
{ment causing this transformation was led 


68 
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‘by students, who showed themselves once 
again to be highly visible and-tit a po- 
sition to-be-the first to nove. Yet as; sing the powerlessness and subservience 
powerful as the student movement has | of this group, we were forced to come to 
been and is, it cannot singlehandedly grips with—our own lack of power as 

stoy Stanford or the war. No amount * students. This meant seeing ourselves 
of "creative tactics",no military and the fiaculty,not as the crucial 
genius, can make a student novement nerve centers or decision makers, but| 


do militarily what it does not have _ more like messenger boys for the ruling 
the political strength to dc. To do ' class--well paid, but lackeys nonethed 
these things, the student movement needs less. ant 


allies. 


: NEW ALLIES. 
|STUDENT-FACULTY ALLIANCE? 4 
: Readioit On the other hand, as the struggle 
i Realizing the need for ellies, the advanced new allies "appeared" to stu- 


Stujient movement first turned to the fa- dents who for too long had focused their 


pied shi mistaken notion that stu- attention on the words of the faculty. 
nts and faculty are the ones who make The "Off Stockley” campaign, led by 
things function and the ones who have Third World Liberation Front, and the 
the power to change things. The wor- torchlight parade, initiated by people 
kers in this view are almost invisible. from Stanford's satellite communities, j 
How many times have we marched to the “are primitive beginnings of the crucial! 
labs cr administration buildings and alliances which are needed in order to } 
fiercely debated directors and techno- build a strong and durable anti-imperi- 
crats while ignoring secretaries and alist movement. It was one of the high 
janitors? Yet as the struggle jeveloped points of the year when these forces 
‘ —me marched on Stanford and joined in soli- 
the enlightened anti-war faculty (other derity with students to wage people's 
than the progressive faculty of the war against the monster that oppresses 
, Faculty Political Action Grou) was us all. The unity_will.grow, and the. 
Strangely quiet. It seemed that they next time the torches won't go out as 
were spending too much time in their easily. ~ nek eeawe 


private eating club. When the movement Although this’ movement of students 
at one point trespassed into this elite and community people was so effective 
onesie 4 responded with horror and out- at disrupting Stanford that no class- 
a and since then one Third World room or lab was safe from attack and 
brother has been threatened with years that even Lyman feared showing his face ; 
ih prison and another with deportation On Campus, it's the 7000 workers-at Stan- 
Via CJP suspension in order to protect ford whe are in the position where they { 


Sedinst suc invasions in the furure. are able fo actually shut down Stanford / 
€ actions of the ®aculty at large-- It is those workers who are the nerve 
beginning with the acquiesence after center of tha university and~whe.make Ps 
Bruce's firing until the final deinon- things function. They regulate the li- 


\ stration of hypocrisy with the Academic braries, run the offices, maintain plum- 
! {Council "disruption"--showed us again - _. - | . 

and again that they could be counted on 

{mot as allies but only to be "used for : 
bad, useless for good." Some peopie os 
think it seems strange in the first 
Plece for a movement, which was in- bh 
spired by the purging of a revolutionary 
professor by an upstanding 2-<up of ee 
liberal taculvys~to* look at this same 


faculty as the main ally. Yet in ex20- J esr , 
CONAN AL! 
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bing and electricity, cook the food, 
bring the supplies in, etc. By just 
-staying home from work, they can effec- 
tive.y shut dow?-Scanford=-sumething 
which masses of armed students by them- 
selvés couldn't do for long. Yet not 
only is the student movement limited 
without the workers' movement, the 
workers' movement greatly needs stu- 
dents as an ally. Through their actions 
students can offer concrete support to 
workers who wish to support the anti- 
war movement. For instance picketing 
at the Physical Plant allowed some Hy 
workers to turn back their trucks 
and not deliver the needed supplies 
to Stanford. ; 

«ince advancing the student 
movement in a qualitative sense 
at this time means uniting it vith 
the workers' movement, students must 
ask themselves how they can maxe the 
student movement a good ally to the 
workers. Stanford workers have told 
student picketers that students must 
be a reliasle, consistent ally. Wor- 
kers taking anti-war actions are subject 
to having their means of livelihood ; 
cut off aid thus feel the need for a 
strong, aliy they can count on. 

Leveloping this unity also involves 
purgirg the student movement of the 
elitiit, anti-proletarian ideas propa- 
gated by institutions like Stanford, who 
feel the threat of worker-studeat unity. 
The “Archie Bunker" image of the Ameri- 
can worker is put out by the ru..ing class 
through TV, press, and educational sys- 
tem for the purpose of isolatine the 
traditional anti-war movement from the 
workers! movement. 


WORKER LEADERSHIP ean dca cua Re 


_This process of proletarianizing 
the student movement does not mean that. 
all the active students leave the cari- 
pused to organize workers. There is no 
substitute for a highly visible, active 
anti-imperialist movement on the cam- 
‘puses. What it does mear-iatkat the 
lendership-ot che student mevement must 
change hands from the petty-bourgeois 


-superiority can be defeated through 


Cun 





ENTIAL -® 


R 


leadership that has predominated in the 
past_to_Jeadership with a real proletar- 
-dan outlook. . “Gnesi? 

Finally we have to realize that 
with the increasing repression coming: 
down at Stanford and throughout the 7a- 
tion, students must be willing ta give 
up their class privilege of attending 
Stanford. More and more the adminis- 
tration will not allow any challenge to 
its authority, forcing students either 
to accept Stanford's role in impexialism 
or to become. revolutionaries. | 

The student-worker alliance is not 


one that will be built quickly and easi-- 


ly, but only gradually through our day 
to day collective struggles. While that 
process goes on, the students must con- 
tinue to advance on a tactical leveliin 
order to continue as a potent, visib:e 
anti-imperialist force and to build it- 
self into the strong and reliabie aliy 
the workers need. The last few weeks 
have seen the movement make tactical 
advances in terms of the level of mili+ 
tancy and organization. We-have shown , 
that the police's strengths of mechani~ 
cal professionalism and technological 
our strengths of surprise and people's 
spirit. To "learn warfare through war- 
fare" is the task of all anti-impcria- 
list comrades throughout the protracted 
struggle dedicated to the revolutionaiy 
goal of turning Stanford around. ‘ 


” 


t 
Drv“Corne ti J 

‘ yj) fam have eBouney — amr, ; 
i Enid Hunkeler | 
ae ‘Stanford Venceremos 
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11 Plant at Stanford University, 
truggle and the workers' struggles 


Students picketing the Physics 
bringing the anti-war 5s 
“Togevher. 


” ja Se “ womans a re Lf en 
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‘The following article appeared on page 10 of 
"“Pamoja Venceremos", issue of October 10 - 24, 1972: 


< e eN nCRR a neetennsii Una en 


At Nationd = =. 
Can Company 1 | 
: a =. ae ‘2 

’! 





The rank and file weren't going for 
it. Some workers flatly refused to work 
overtime, others said they would and sim-. 

. Ply didn't show up. The rank and file’ 
were so outraged that the union started 
getting worried and the business repre- 
sentatives went down to the plant. The.” 
union suddenly discovered a clause in 

- the contract which states-that if more 

_ than 40 hours are to be worked, the comy 
any and union must enter into negotia-' 
ions. National Can management had been 
cting illegally all along. A group ofj 
Fank and file workers put out a leaflet 
explaining the workers rights: and show~ 

. ing the connection between this compul- 
Sory overtime and management's overall 


“ . "I'm sorry, you'll have to work over- 
time this weekend," said the foreman at 
National Can's San Leandro plant last 
August 25. “If you don'::," he continued, 
“the company will. take severe disciplin- 

. ary action.: The contr&ct clearly states 
that all overtime is voluntary, and up’ 
until now, the company had never tried 

' to force workers to stay overtime. Yet; 

he International Association of Machin-' 

ists (IAM) local lodge #1518 chief bus- [| 
fines representatives backed, up manage-¢ 
ment 100%. 
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xacist and exploitative policies. ~The” 
ledttet—rcad ain part: ‘ a 
We know that at some future date 
there will be negotiations over 
this issue between the Company and 
the Union. Jadging the Union on 
Past performance (I.E. allowing 7 
eine Bowers and Danny Borrero, two 
shop stewards who fought for us, and 
Pernard Smallwood, a black worker, 
who fought for the rights*of other. 
workers, to be fired) we have 7 
grounds for fear that we may be 
ence again solc out by the union 
elite. (read: company flunkics.) 
; We demand tiat the Union begin 
to act in the interest of’ the rank 
and file and not. in the interest 
of the company, : 
ve demand our rights to open 
union meetings of rank and file and 
free union elections. 
| i We Oppose the Trusteeship. 


. 
es 


WE DEMAND AN END TO COMPANY 
PCLICIES OF RACISM AND SEXISM. 
i ONLY THROUGH ‘THE UNITED ACTION 
OF ALL WORKERS CAN WE WIN BACK WHAT 
IS KIGHTFULLY OURS. LET'S GET TO- 
GETHER AND FIGHT THE BOSSES AND 
NOT QNE ANOTHER. . 


IMPERIALIST COMPETITION 


Because of National Can management's 
greedy profit taking, they got them- 
selves into the bind cf trying to force 


overtine work. Until about two years 
ago the San Leandro plant worked year 


‘ round with some lay-offs. Recently 


the imperialists who run National Can 
have been hurting because of competition 
from American Can and Continental Can'g 
all aluminum cans. Aluminum cans are |; 
used mostly for beer ani soft drinks. 
The imperialists in NCC’s Chicago office 
figured they could compete by producing 
cheaper steel cans -~ if they produced 
millions of cans during the summer months 
ahd then saved labor costs with huge lay- 
cffs. So they converted the San Leandro 
Fant to turn out mainly beer and soda 
‘cans. Now we run 24 how's a day, 7 days 
a week for the summer, and then there's 


-a massive lay-off. NCC bosses are mak- 


ing plenty of profits, but the workers 
end up losing -- we have Sewer jobs due 
to speed-up and more lay-offs. 

At the same time NCC is eliminating 
jobs nthe, U.S., it's expanding overseas 


in hopes of eliminating even more jobs: 


‘ 


ENTIAL 


_in the future. NCC has recently bought 


were 


“tation of. all workers. 


2 . ad 


can plants ,in Puerto Rico, Portugal. 
Greece, Italy and England. NCC is mov- 
ing to contries like Puerto Rico, Greece, 
and Portugal because the labor is cheap. 


"In Greece and Portugal tradt unians are 
‘completely illegal. 
_ that Means we lose jobs.when plants move 
‘ overseas s, while foreign workers are ex; 
“ ploited with low pay and poor working 


In the long run, 


conditions. 


WORKERS FIGHT BACK yt 
Nec workers are beginning to realize 
the connection between NCC imperialism 
and the lousy conditions in the plant. 
NCC workers are fighting back. For the 
fast year, NCC Management has had one 
hassle after another. First they fired 


{two militant shop stewards, including 


the president of the local union. One 
steward has pursued his case through the 
courts and it looks like he'll get re~ 


jhired. Then management fixed Bernard , 
iSmallwood,, a communist black worker. | 
. Many workers now realize that Smallwood’ 


was fired because he actively fought nde 
racism, sexism, and their general exploi- 
A group of workers 


ended up: ‘busting up the arbitration hear- 


‘ing when it became: clear that the arbitra- 


tor, was. just-running a kangaroo court. 
Although ‘the axbitrator ruled _against~ 
Smallwood, he is’ still taking:. legal .ac- 
tion against’ "NCC. OO” 

Management constantly plays games 
with workers! ' seniority rights. :When 
a foreman wants a worker to start a new 
job, hé just. ‘sends .the worker over; if 
a worker with seniority wants to work a 
new job, the. foreman makes up rules why 
that's impossible. The company began to 
realize that workers are fed up with 
this treatment. Thursday, Aug. 17, 


. there was a "flu epidemic" on graveyard 


shift. After lunch break, half a dozen, 
workers ven’ home sick. _In a plant Ke 
supervisor's words: "This left us very’ 
shorthanded and ic a prosustien quiite. 
a bit." 
THE FIGHT AHEAD 

As stated in the Venceremos Princi- 
ples of Unity, “only the dictatorship of 
the proletariat and its allies can-fturiy 
satisfy our five basic demands, but we 


| 4. Sen cans 





‘ “i % 
. 4 


Pee 


- will work to achieve 2ach and every one 


const 
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of than €hrough the day to day struggles 
of the people. .. .-iis the wealthiest 


". country in the world, the U.S* has the 
‘. resources and capability right“now to 


_ workers were active on it. 
. and massive lay-offs make organizing 
' @ifficult and the workers active on CAN 


jlrovide a decent stancard of living for - 
all its citizens. The rip-off:of the 
‘orld must end and be replaced by true 
international solidarity based on resti- 
tuion of the people's-stolen property. 


‘Everybody has a right to decent, safe, 


meaningful work." | 

"CAN YOU DIG IT,“ a rank and file | 
newsketter, has been published at the 
plant ‘for a year- Initially only a few’ 
The frequent 


YOU DIG IT acted in a very individualist- 


"je manner which made it seem as if a 


‘} for the tough fight ahead. 


* are anpeiced instead of elected, and 9# 
i 


~jjngton DCs 
i 


ther workers have criticized this atti- 
ude. This internal struggle turned a 
A -broader 


Jono were putting out the newsletter. 
(, 


baa thing into a good thing. 


’ base of rank’ and file workers is now ? 
-putting out CAN YOU DIG IT. ] 


Rank and file workers are organizinc 
Near the tine 
of Bernard Smallwood's case, workers 

Gemanded preferential hiring for black 


and brown workers until their numbers in 
the plant meet their percentage of the 
Alameda County population. (NCC didn't 
hire any blacks until 1364). The fight. 

end racism and sexism will continue. 
cpa wr are fighting for improved safety 
< 


nd working conditions --- including an 
nd to the noise and air pollution inside 
the plant. 
To even win some corcession from the 
bosses, we need a militent and democratic 
trade union. A rank and file group of 


_ workers will concentrate on ending the 


trusteeship of IAM #1518. The SEUBLSE~ i. 
ship means that there are no local meet-. 
ings, business reps and shop stewards , 
Che union's finances are run from Wash- 
Ending the trusteeship is 
he first, but by no means the final 
ptep, in making IAM #1517 a rank and 

file union. 

BUt 7s militant, democratic terter- 

isn't enough. 


’ ALL over the U.S. 





As long as the imperial-~ \¥ 


ma, 


_ ists control the factories, they can just 


move the plants overseas. We NUTai~e 
fighting revolutionary communist party 
capable of linking together the struggles 
in the factories, schools, military, 
prisons, and third world communities. 

At National Can the most oppres ssed work- 


ers -- Third World people, women, and un- 
skilled workers in general ~~ are lead- 
ing. the struggle for preferential hiring, 
improved safety,-and a ‘democratic union. 
advanced workers and 
their allies will come together to form 
a communist party. Only‘a disciplined © 
‘communist party ,. guided by Ma arxism-Len- 
inism-Mao-Tse-Tung thought, can lead the 
struggle of all working Ee ie” 
socialism and finally communis under 
‘socialism workers would eee the fac 
tories. With no bosses to rip-off pro- 
fits, all workers could have decent, 
safe, and meaningful: work. Concretely, 
socialism means putting human needs Soe. 


capitalist quae. 


POWER 70 THE NURSE 
. Reese Erlich, NCC worker 
7+ ¢:, , Oakland Venceremos 


ron So 
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| Bernard Smallwood, fired Nat. Can worker 
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C. HOUSING 


The following article aprearad on page 12 of 


"Pamoja Venceremos", issue of June 10 - 24, 


1972: 





INTERVIEW MRS. Wanncedis 

The Madrigal family lives on a } 
little dirt road off of Alvarado-Niles |. 
Road in an old run-dow:i house, which - 
they've made major improvements. on, 
The family of eight has lived in Union 
City for 13 years and they've been reg- 
istered with the local. Housing Authority 
for 11 of those years, They say they 
are finally in the process of finding 
them a hols under plan fades? 


~Q. What do you think of the acepagel 
"Mester Plan'’ for the Decoto area? 


A, Well, I don't have any property or. 
own a home, but I would like to see 
Decoto stay the same, I don‘*t :think 
that the people tha: own their homes 
will get very much for them and would 3 
ngt like to pay rent instead. 

Homes should be. built in the exist- 
_ing empty lots. I think it's better for 
people to own thei:: homes. 
are built in their places the rent is 
usually high and poor people can't af- 
ford high rent. 


e 
{ 
{ 


& 


If apartments. 





Q. What do you think could be done to 


improve the Decoto area? 


A. A lot could be done. The city should 
help people fix their homes if they need 
igprovements. In Mexico where my father , 
lives, the city built sidewalks and F 
helped the people improve their homes, 
They are now making monthly payments to 
the city for the cost, Improvements 
could be made in this way if the city 


‘ veally wanted to save the Decoto sre 


T am anvosed to takine peovle out 


4 
of their good homes to build apts. And 
what L“d Tike to know is where these 
people are gonna go? Has the City thought 
of that? 


Q. Have you heard of the Turnkey: Housing. 
Project that will provide 200 units of 
scattered multiple family dwell:ngs? 

J i 
A. No. It sounds like a good idea. ! 
And it will be a great help to »eople. 


I have a friend that used tc live 
down the road. They too have a large 
family; seven kids. They lived in a 
place worse than ours, It was » chicken 
coop. No one helpedithem at alll, There 
was no plumbing in the coop so they put 
it, in themselves, They lived tnere for 
years. Now they are finally buying a 
hone, They did it on their own except 
for a little money they borrowed from 
the husband's boss, ‘The husbard works 
in the fields. 

There is a lot of new industry 
around Decoto. We need homes t:oo! Well, 
jobs are important, but you go to all 
these places to look for work and you %& 
can't get jobs anyway. I went this I 
mEERENg "£0 the plastic bag place ee , 
they're not hiring. Kitiyama isn't hir-" 
ing either. 


Q. What do you think of the residents 
association that was formed at. the con- 
munity meeting Thursday (May 2:5)? 


As! It's a good idea for people to 
form some kind of association or commit- 
tee. Especially for people who own 
their homes. 

The-sesesiation should talk tu-bews 


ee, 


‘OF UNION CITY, DECOTO. 


yers and ask for legal advice on what 
could be done, The most inportmt 
thing is that people get together on 5 
this issue. | 
I think the petition is a good 
thing. We should get it all filled \ 
and explained to people so we can pre- 
Sent it to the City Council, They have 


' to pay attention to what the people 


want. (For several months the city has 
imposed a moratorium that stops any new 
construction in the Decoto area, At the 
City Council meeting on May 22 they voted 
with some pressuring from the community, 
to extend it for a 90-day period.to 
change the zoning to single-family dwel- 
lings. This way no apartments could be 
built in Decoto. The moratorium is nec- 
essary at this time because of that. Bit 


. the city wants to try to keep it for /| 


another eight months after the re-zoniag 
to make way for the "Master Plan." The 
petition states that the people are 


‘against the "Master Plan" and in favor of 


the moratorium, ,at this time, but after 
the re-zoning we are against anymore 


moratoriums.) 


A. (con't) The task force which the City 


has asked for to review the "Master 
Plan" could also come out of this assc~ 
ciation, 


THESE ARE THE PEOPLE AND RESIDENT 

WE WANT OUR 

VOICES HEARD! WE MUST KEEP DECOTO THE 

WAY IT 1S! WE MUST UNITE TO WIN THE 

STRUGGLE THAT HAS BEEN GOING ON IN OUR 

LIVES A LONG TIME! THE PEOPLE WILL WIN!- 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 
Interview by Qlga Montes de Oca 

teams 


ees 
East won Venceremos | 
5 ‘ 
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The following article appeared on page 12 of 
"Pamoja Venceremos" of October 10 - 24, 1972: 


CON FENNTIAL! 
mX 


_ © couiteurm, @ 


R.C. Housing Graup pickets high rents 
| 


| On Sept. 23, the Redwood City | 
Housing Group picketed the grand o- 
pening of Challenge Development's 
Mariposa Apartments. E 

Mariposa Apts. has been open 

since January. It has 123 apartments 
but only 40 are occupied. The 
rents run from $190 and $290 for one 
bedroom to $275 for two bedroom a- 
partments. No children, and no 
pets are allowed. This grand 
opening was a desperate attempt to 
attract new tenants. At the grand 
opening, Challenge paraded| Miss 


We are kte ‘not leave Challenge/ _ 
“Alcoa alone. Since they are Redwood / 
City's largest landlord, we will con- 
tinue to attack Challenge.until we = |, 
get results. Our final victory will — , 
be when the People sieze the White House. 


ne en ee 


' Dan Friedman . 
‘——--Teficeremo:s 6 eer 


California in an effort to draw { 
this “swinging singles" crowd. The 5 
Hoasing Groups demand was simply, - 
“Bring the Rent Down.'"' Mr. Thompson, 


| tHe manager of Challenge, came out and 

made promises to build some low cost 
housing if we would only leave 
Challenge alone that day, We told him 
to lower the rents of his existing 
units. 

Challenge is a subsidiary of 
Alcoa, the world's largest. aluminum 
company. The Alcoa empi're stretches 
around the world. It drags raw 
bauxite out of the mines of Ameri- 4 
can neocolonies of Jamaica, Brazil, 


Indonesia and the Domin‘.can Repub- 
lic. It then ships it ‘:o the U.S. 
td be made into bombs avd beer cans. 
Kicoats best aluminum sneathes the 
bombs and rockets raining down in 
Nixon's frantic attempt to smother 
the Vietnamese revolution. 
‘Challenge/Alcoa is out for profits, 
as a landlord as well és an arms 
merchant and Caribbean colonialist. 
Along with other big landlords, Alcoa | 
gets a magnificent yeavly tax write- % 
off just for owning apartments. When ; 
the apartments are vacant, our congress, 
Tets Alcoa pocket taxes it would 
otherwise have to pay. This is the com- 
pany demanding $190 and $200 for a small 
one bed¥our apartment--no children;——: 


no pets. 
COMER 
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D. CURBS ON POLICE 


The following article appeared in the "Palo Alto 
Times“ of August 17, 1972, on page 3: 


Ne enceremas 
MOre CUrssg 


Members of the militant Venceremos 
group Tuesday night renewed their 


demands that Menlo Park begin holding - 


a tighter rein on its policemen who, the 
revolutionaries claim, have been harass- 
ing blacks and others. ‘ 

The demands were made duriny the 
audience participation portion of a City 
Council study session. Ps 
' Mayor Ira Bonde abruptly recessed the 

* meeting at one point when a heated ex- 
change with Veceremenos members was 
initiated by City Attorney John Jor- 
genson, The meeting resumed five 
minutes later without incident. 

Two of those making the demands 
were Morton Newman and Bruce 

- Pollock, SGxwhs were acquitted July 5S 
of felony charges against them in con- 
nection with possessing materials police 
said could have been usd to make a 
bomb. 

The two were arrested a iter a raid Sept. 
2, 1971, by Menlo Park Pclice on a home 
at }07 Chester. St. Thiet ruid-natted whet, 
pulice claimed was a bom’) timing device, 

10 guns and several thousand rounds of 

ammunition. 

"Newman and Pollock contended 

“throughout the trial and again Tuesday 
that police had entered :ind searched the 
home illegally. When ne exercised his 
constitutional right to guard his home 
against illegal entry anc. search by pecking 
a shotgun into a police officer’s stomach, 
Newman was arrestec. for assault with 
a deadly weapon, he said. ’ 


domemds. « 
en police 


_ 


He was acquitted of that charge, also, , 
Pollock demanded Tuesday that Menlo ' 
Park residents be informed through a city - 


publication about what their rights are 


--when a policeman goes to their home. 
He also demanded that “every time a 
policeman has any kind of encounter - 


with a citizen, the policeman should 
inform the citizen about what his Wiehts 
are.” 

Additional demands were read by H. 
Bruce Franklin, fired by Stanford :Uni- 


: verstiy as an associate professor of . 


English. He is a member of Venceremos. 
The demands srattetok 

— That police allow observation of 
their actions “without intimidation” of 





CONMOENTIAL, 


6 coudksta, ~=—@ 


observers. ; 

-- That receipts he riven for all prop: 
ert'7 taken by police during searches. 

‘ --That “citizens be allowed to be 
_ present and observe during any and all 
. Sezrches of our property.” 

-~ That persons be allowed to call legal. 
observers — before a search 
bezins— including searches of cars 
stapped on the road. . 

— That there be an end to alleged 
“police propaganda aimed at disarming 
the people by convincing people that it 
is egal to own guns?” 

— That police not try to “scare people 
by’ convincing them it is illegal to own 
legal revolutionary and leftist literature.” 

— That alleged “political-economic 
aitests” based on race, income and pofi- 

tizs be ended. 
‘ = That alleged racist practices of the 
_ police department be discontinued. 

After Franklin read the demands, 
Newman asked the council to contribute 
at least $1,000 toward the $4,500 court 
costs resulting from the raid in Sep- 
tember 1971. 

Mayor Bonde said the list of demands 
would be turned over to the city man- 
agement so that answers could be 
drafted. 

He then added: “We have not been 
sitting on our hands concerning this. It 
‘$ important that the police department 
respect people’s rights but sometimes 
there are misunderstandings and mis- 
construings which can't be helped.” ° 

Mrs. Jane Franklin, Franklin’s wife, 
reading from a two-page written preface 

> to the demands, commented, “if in this 
past year, the s.tuation had improved, we 
would not be here tonight. In fact, the 
situation has gotten worse.” 

She then cited two incicents in which 
young black men had been shot by 
police— the March 9 killing by a San 
Mateo County sheriff's deputy of a 15- 
year old and the July 3 shooting by a 
Menlo Park policeman of a 19-year-old. 

Both incidents proved, she said, that’ 
“the Menlo Park Police Department is . 
part of a worldwide apparatus for con- 
trolling the natives by whatever means” 
they can manag@”">—, eo 
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E. CHILD CARE 


The followin 
Times" of Septemkter 6, 


Child center-faces shif 
board. She said her partici- 


pation in the discussion and. 
her motion was not a conflict’ 


By DAVE FULLER 

A controversial child-care 
enter at Ventura Elementary 
ichool may be shifted to 
3reendell School as the result 
f£ a 3-to-2 vote by Palo Alto 
Inified School District trust- 
es Tuesday night. 

The Child Care Now pro- 
fram, which has operated in 
. Ventura school room since 
‘uly, wil have to make way 
or a long-awaited resource 
‘enter, Supt. Harold Santee 
aid. 

But members of Child Care 
Yow, Inc., the nomprofit orga- 
tization which rwas the pro- 
tram, told the trustees 
fuesday night they had been 
reated unfairly by district 
idministrators. 

“Dr. Santee has known 
tince at least July that 
Ventura needed a resource 
renter and he never even 
nentioned it to us," Jennifer 
fohnson of Child Care said. 

She urged the board to use 
t portable classroom for the 
‘esource center and permit the 
shiid-care program to remain 
where it is. ’ 

A motion by Trustee Agnes 
Robinson, which would have 
fone just that, was turned 
Jown by a 3-to-2 vote. 

(Mrs. Robinson is one of 
three unpaid members of the 
Child Cate~Now advisory 


LOT Zig 


Palo Alfe £ 





of interest and no different 
than her membership on the 
Palo Alto Community Drug 
Abuse Board and urging the 
schoo: district to adopt its 
recor mendations.) 

“There are elements of 
precedence in this motion and 
the problem has not been a_e- 
quately discussed or ade- 
quately reviewed,” Donald-- 


~~—---Haminond, board chairman, 


said in voting against the 
motion. 

“If we begin to provide 
financial support out of our 
operé.ting budget by leasing a 
portable classroom for a pro- 
gram of this sort, we must 
have a hand in managing the 
progam,” he added. 

Trustee Ted Vian said he 
could not support the action 
because it would “disrupt 
schoo} operations by moving 
in < portable after school 
begins.” 

Di. Royce Cole, sarratiend 
trusiee, labeled the child care 
program “a political venture.” 

“The district cannot in any 
way ask the taxpayer to sub- 
sidize such a thing," he said. 
“Child Care Now, Inc., is 
political in its orientation as - 
can be seen in its association © 
with the Vencerenrds#t—w 





Ym CO 





g article appeared in the "Palo Alto 
on page 5; 


Schoo’ Board vote 





in TO new 


location 


aseveral, of the members of 
Child Care also belong to the 
radical Vcenceremos group tut 
Child Care officials have re- 
peatedly denied the revolu- 
tionists contro] the prograr1. 

After Mrs. Robinson's 
motion failed, Vian moved 
that Santee be directed to 
investigate vacant facilities at 
Greendell which might be 
used forthe program. ° 


Cole tried to tack onto shies 


motion an amendment which 
woutd~have stated the (is- 


trict's responsibility in seeing 





’ that the child-care center does 


not indulge in “political in- 
doctrination, instruction, or 
education... from either side 
of the fence." oe aes 

Cole's amendment died 
wher none of the other trust- 
ees seconded it. ig es 

The board then approved 
the motion. Hammond joined 


Cole in voting agsinst the | 
_action. : 


Miss Johnson said after the 
meeting she had “known we 
probably would not get to 


keep the center at Ventura.” 


ow 





_ She safd Child Care could 
‘survive the move to the7tew- 
location even though it might 


lose. some . potential fall 


,enroliment of children from 
-the Ventura area. - ; 


~ Santee explained to the 
board that he has the power 
to decide on the availability of 
space for the program without 
coming back to the board. 
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F. ELECTIVE POLITICS 


The follcwing statement was passed out at the 
Palo Alto City Cour.cil meeting on October 24, 1972, and 
is a Venceremos statement concerning Proposition 22, 
the farm workers proposition, which was on the California 
state ballot in November, 1972. 
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B < ide Land: here and: provide us our foediaxe’ ateceeieg 
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Vhe fear Each of thege grouvs has typieslly been excluded. from © 7 
the "beredits” and protections a® oitigensarp, — Most ‘have pet been |. 
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Te Th-view: ‘of She seactionury : ature “of puis ¥e calke ; 
a? in view.of the fraudulent weibeds used to get ib oi: the ballot, 4m aa 
ve  hew Of the - “Buge | Lidandial and ‘political resources. available to° ‘get Lt 
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« Workerg are Proposing We think-thig resolution should. be ‘published . 
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We rewind the. Cound, that it has’ baken ‘gudh action i the past. — 
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the Indochinese people}, and state issues (tha Coast Initistive). “We 00° 
fuetban point out that agribusiness is controlled by many of the: “game © 

ss roeratlons and banks ‘that support. and profit. from the war, and that  .| 
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feretionary attuck on poor and working people by a few greedy. and axrog 
gant corporations, and: to. expo8e and. Ronnegs such a. fraudulant. abuas. 
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The following self-explanatory press release 
was issued by the Palo Alto Community Coalition on February 


26, 1973. 
| 2 
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7" pRESs ny: SE COR 


A group of orpanizations and individuals within the 
Palo Alto community have formed a coalition, to be known as 
the Palo Alto Community Coalition (PACC), for the purpose of 
running candidates for the Falo Alto City Council in the 
May 8 th municipal election. 
The Coalition is comprised of the Palo Alto Peace Union, 
Child Care Kow, the Palo Alto Chapter of the Venceremos, the 
Palo Alto Tenants Union, and many individuals active in drugs 
abuse programs, housing struggles and residentialist politics. 
The four candidates endorsed by the Coalition for the City 
Council arc: Douglas Fattern, Carol Teterson, Jeffrey Youdelman, 
and John Philo. 
Like the other groups endorsing candidates, the organizations 
and individvals within FACC do not necessarily agree on all 
specific issues or tactics, but past experience has proven the 
success of working topether on issues in which there is feneral 
agreement. It is in this spirit of working torether to increase 
ovr strength,and to best utilize our time, finances and 
organizational abilities, that FACC was formed.The candidates 
endorsed by PACC are running: as individuals committed to their 
own ideals as well as the publicly stated goals of the Coalition. 
For a lonz time the lives of the people in this area have 
been dominated by war industrialists as well as their real 
estate and development contacts in local government, Rut slowly, 
over the last decade, the situation has been turning around. The 
area became a center of anti-war activity and draft resistance, 
with many community organizations forming to work for low-cost 
housing, child-care and drug abuse programs, tenants! rights, 
and to stop the over-developnent and the spread of the war industry. 
Two and one-half years apo, we began to expose the 
development-oriented City Covncil. This eventually led to its 
agefeat at the polls and the election of a liberal Council majority. 
Since that last election, we have enzaged in the day to day work 
in the community which led to our initiating many proposals for 
the City government. Fany opropesals have been implemented by the 
present Council, others have received only token implementation, 
and others, like the Infant Center and the 750,000 to help 
rebuild the Bach tai Hospital have been completely blocked at the 
Council level. We are at present working on a rent control 
charter amendment similar to those of Hedwood City and San Francisco. 
- The City now prides itself on the prorrams and projects we 
have fought for: low/moderate income housing, drug abuse prograss, 
the Child Care Task Force, etc. Thus, we believe that the people 
who have played the most active role in promoting these prorrams 
ard in community affairs skoul’d themselves be on the @ity Council. 
Those powerful individuals who run this area would like to 
reverse the progressive trends which have developed in Palo Alto 
and other communities. The same people who brought us Superblock, 
Dillinghan,the Willow Expressway,Coyote Hill and the Holiday Inn 
are back again with a new mame ( Palo Alto Civic Affairs eee 
We think that Palo Alto's prorressive direction should be continued 
ani that its povernment should be entrusted to those who have worked 
for-progressive programs ani ‘who pill not waver tm-cupporting the 
needs and concerns of the Fen rca = i 
ste ; TIN 





¢ NAb any 24 





+o Timer eee 


nema piel scalssiemnenipinles nis 





— eyte 


ee . Se = a # : ES Ss 





# 4% ,  conaisates , a ot 


a 


bic 





Active for many years in the anti-war movement and a 
leader of many community strurples and proposals. Including 
work in the Superblock amd Holiday Inn Elections, the last 

. City Council and the School Board Elections, and in the 
recent iniative campaipn for the Bach Mal Hospital. 

- Fember of the Palo Alto chapter of Venceremos, which 
has been active, over the years, in opposing the Faster Plan 
for Development, and the exploitation of surrounding working 
class communities by the power structure in Palo Alto. 

Venceremos worked hard to help establish the the City 
Drug Abuse Program, a child care center and has proposed a 
comprehensive city program to provide child care for working 
women in the area. Venceremos has also been active in several 
labor and union struggles in the area, 


> 
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~ Has worked in the movement since the mid- sixties for 
self- determination and social justice. 
Carol is strongly opposed to to sexism, militarism, and 
imperialism and the social injustices they inflict. 

‘For the past two years she has been very active in 
Child: Care Now, a non-profit group of parents, teachers, and 
community activists whose purpose is to increase quality, 
low-cost child care. — gt . 

She was appointed by the City to work on the Child Care 
Task Force, and has been working since January to mobilize 
resources to increase the kinds and numbers of child care 
arrangements in the community. 
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Kember of Board of Directors for the Palo Alto Peace Union, and 
active in peace and social justice movements for the past 13 * 

“years, both at the local and the national~ international level. 


« ae « 
ee: 


~ 


Go: founder and Chairman since 1967 of the World Citizens League. This 
organization has members in-various countries, although primarily active 
-and centered in the U.S. It ig an activist part of the World Citizens 
Registry which numbers hundreds of thousands of people from around the 
world. The World Citizens League is dedicated to world peace and social 
justice through the creation of a world community with a democratic and 
representative world government and a viable peoples world parliament, 


Trustee and commission chairman of the World Constitution and Parliament 
Association. This organization has branthes in some 30 countries and is 
working for creation of a world parliament and a world constitution which 
guarantee the basic rights of all people in the world community. 


Elected Senior Chairman of the first experimental Peoples World Parliament 
held in Switzerland and West Germany in 1968. This ten day conference 

g was attended by over 250 delegates from 35 countries. The purpose was 
to discuss and plan projects dealing with a world constitution, a world 
parliament, ecology, and other serious issues, 


One of the orginal members of the Palo Alto Concerned Citizens formed 
in 1964, Chaimnan of that organization from 1966 to 1968. 


Co-founder and co-chairman of the Northern California Veterans for Peace 


Northern Catitorn2 
from 1967-1968 


Co-chairman of the Peninsula Vietnam Moratorium Committee from 1968 to the 
early part of 1969, The peninsula moratariuin committee was the largest in 
the country. : : 


Steering committee member of the National Peace Action Coalition, the 
largest peace organization in the United States. 


Editor of the World Citizen newspaper which has subscribers in the U.S. 
‘and Europe. This newspaper deals with all serious issues whether on the 
strictly local level or the global scene. , 


Author of numerous published articles dealing with the problems of war, 
armament, ecology, technology, and human values, : 
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Mr. Philo i3 a member of t 


[AL 
NII Alto Tenants Unicn, the steering 
committee of the Central I'alo Alto Residents Association, and the Stanford 
Board of Trustees Committee on Land & Buildings. Ue has been an outs poken 
advocate of h-using for low income fimilies. Specifically, he has worked 
with other menbers of the Tenants Union to have more low income units 
included into the Frenchmen's Terrace snd to "rehabilitate and preserve 

Fire Zone 1 as a lox- ~inco:ne" ‘neighborhood. Ne has also heen w:rking to. 
‘develop a rent control initiative to prevent low-income familics from being 
forced out of Palo Alto by rapidly rising rents. In addition he served fer 
a time as the Tenants Unicen representative on the Palo ate Citizens Housing 
advisory Comittee, 

Problems of land use and over-developnent have also been of particular 
concern to Hr. Philo. ‘He worked with the Tenants Union to defeat the 
willow ixpressway and was a leader of the campaign ageinst the construction 
of the Holiday Inn. He and other College Terrace residents successfully 
blocked Stanford's plans to build two high rise office buildings on the 
Hayfield’ school site wiich would have destroyed the Sojourner Truth Child 
Care Center. : . 

On the Stanford Trustec's Committee on Land and Buildings Mr Philo has 
worked to see that the interests of the comunity are considered along with 
those of Stanford. fe has opposed developaent of Stanford lands which 
would agsravate problems of housing and congestion ami has advocated the 
use of Stanford lands for low-income housing. 

Mir. Fhilo has also worked on many grass roots electoral campaigns. 
With the Tenants Union he supported Roberta Cane for City Council in 1971 
and campaigned against the Noliday Inn in June of 1972. He worked with the 
United Farmworkers Union to defeat Proposition 22 last Wovember, He also 
worked for the Environnaental Protection Initiative (Proposition 9, June 
1972) and Coastline Initiative (Proposition 20, November 1972). 

After election to the City Council Nr. Philo will work to implement 
programs which meet the needs of poor and worring people. He will seck a 
rent control ordinance to protect the city's 25,000 tenants from unreasonable 
rent increases and retaliatory ev vietions. ‘He will seck City involvement in 
constructing low income housing and in rent Subsidy programs. We will work © 


to force Stanford to meet its re: sponsibility to house the thousands of low 
and moderate income workers eaployed on Stanford lands. He will support 


city funding of child care programs and continue? city funding of drug 
abuse prograns., He will eppoeLantior conmercial_uf ms i sf 
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The official published election results for the 
Palo Alto municipal election on May 15, 1973, reflected 


that JEFFREY YOUDELMAN, the Venceremos candidate, received 
919 wtes;, e~smalttest vote count of any candidate. 
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IX. SECURITY 
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| Sea RE a VO menber, 
stated that the VO's program is all laid out in the VO's | 


‘ 


"Principles of Unity" book for everyone to read and the wii 


politics is set out in their newspaper. tated 
that for security reasons organizational information must 


remain meeFE TE). 


a document was 
located captioned "On Pigs in Our CnguEbeatee? and How 
to Catch Them". The paper states: 


"There is really only one way to be sure 
that someone you suspect is an undercover pig: 

- Find a flaw in his story, that is, find a 
contradiction between some of the facts he tells 
us and the facts we're able to learn about 
him. In their eagerness to recruit widely and 
badl some collectives are recruiting wildly 
and badly bringing new cadre into Venceremos 
with sie alle no background check at all..." 


The paper goes on to state that as far as the 
writer is concerned, nobody should be recruited unless the 
following data has beer. checked out: 

1. Full name 

2. Dates of marriages, separations, divorces. 

names and dates of birth of spouses and 
children. 


3. Names, addresses, phone numbers of at least 
two long time friends. 


4. Addresses, dates, phone numbers of all 
residences for last few years. 


CONFIENTIAL; 


COWr NYENTIAL: ® 


SF 100-68932 
BW :mbw 


5. Names, locations, dates of attendance for 
all high schools, junior colleges, colleges, 
and universities attended, 


6. Employers for the last few years. 


7. License numbers, make, registered owners of 
last two cars used. 


8. All driver's licenses, draft card, student 
ID card information. 


9. Listof all criminal and civil court actions, 
all traffic tickets, except parking, for the 
last few years. 


10. Full military history. 
The paper then goes on to set forth source material 


for verifying the above information and the paper ends "Death 
to all undercover pigs! Pamoja Venceremos. 


Li? 
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X. RELATIONS WITH OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS . 


A. MFETING WITH THE DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
FROM THE CHINESE ?EOPLE’S REPUBLIC 





" the meeting 
establish communication between the Chinese communists and 
the VO and to explain the VO position in the revolutionary 
movement of the United States. 


| | 


During her January 29, 1973, speech over radio 
Station K2ZSU~FM (supra; KATARINA DAVIS DEL VALLE stated: 


"The only time we ever had contact with the 
CP of China was when we went to visit them for 
about fifteen minutes in their embassy in New 
‘York. They smiled and wanted to know what we 
were doing. We sriled and listened a little 
bit to what they were doing here. We, un- 
fortunately, have not had as much contact with 
them as we would like and certainly that is far 
from anything subversive." 
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HE BLACK PANTHER PARTY (BPP) 





B. RELATIONS WITH 'T 
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This report was titled "Opportunistic moves by other 


Organizations to Form a New CP". This paper, in the main, 
deals with the national conference of Marxist-Leninist- 
Maoist organizations being called by the Communist League 
(CL), leading to the founding of a national M=-L-M party. 
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The paper terms all the participant organizations 
"revisionists" and points out that they have no line on 
“armed struggle'. The paper points out the danger to VO 
and other true irevolutionary groups, is thet if this 
national party ‘is formed they will be isolated. To 
counter this Cl. move, several suggestions are made, 
including: 


"(2) Moving ahead with contacts with the 
"Right On” Panthers, and other groups 
representing the oppressed nations, 
setting up meetings on a national level, 
and going ahead, if this is still a 
possibility, with talks about publishing 
a joint national newspaper." 


The COmmunist League (CL), formerly known 
as the California CL and also known as 
the Watts Faual Rights Council, was 
founded in January, 1969. CL aims and 
purposes are to overthrow the present 
form of the United States Government by 
revolutionary action and establish a 
government in which the laboring class 
will rule. 
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XI. WORK IN THM PRISONS 
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= The fcllowing letter was received inf 
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Inmates 
Strike 
at 
San 
Quentin 


On January 2, 1700 of San Quentin's 
1842 inmates went on strike in support 
of 18 demands relating to prison conii- 
tions. The strike brought immediate 
repressive action from Warden Nelson and 
the San Quentin Administration. Nelson 
ordered that over 100 inmates be thrown 
in the hole for supposedly leading the 
strike. These inmates are of all races 
and political beliefs. Nelson ordered 
that Honor Block, West Block and East 
Block be locked up and threatened the 
inmates in these blocks with loss of 
parole dates, no food, and no privileges 
if they kept on striking. .This tactic 
worked on West Block and Honor Block 
where inmates think they will be getting 
dates or have dates already set to get 
out. It did not work in East Block wiere 
most of the 400 inmates are still out on 
strike. Inmates have been sent to the 
Adjustment Center just for having a copy 
of the strike demands in their cells. 
Hundreds of inmates have been given 
write-ups in their jackets for partici- 
pating in the strike. These write-ups, 
which are done without a hearing to de~ 
termine if they are based on fact, us- 
ually result in an inmate loosing his 
parole date or not be given one when he 


appears before the * ‘ult Authority. 


COKi 


it 
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~~" The United Prisoners, Union (UPU) — 


and the Venceremos Prison Committee have 
vowed to ‘support the strike even if only 
one inmate holds out. in a joint press 
conference with the UPU,. Venceremos Pri- 
son Committee spokesman Caesar Moore 
stated that inmates undérstand that the 
administration does not-feel very threat- 
ened by an inmate strike because they 
know that the guards have the guns. and 
that the inmates are. defenseless against 
their terror. Therefore, inmates must 
look towards the community to press for 
acceptance of their demands. It's the 
job of the people on the outside to keep 
up the pressure on the Department of Cor~ 
rections and the San Quentin Adminis- 
tration to accept thedemands of the in- 
mates. 

On January 4, the- GPU! at ee Ven- 
ceremos Prison Committee held. a rally at. 
the Department of Corrections in Sacra- 
mento which 117 people attended. After 
the rally people went up. to the office’ 
of Raymond Procunier head of the Correc- 
tions Department and demanded to speak 
with him. His answer te the community 
was "If you do not leave my office I 
will have you escorted’ out by the police." 

The Venceremos Prison Committee and 
the UPU are requesting that people send. | 
letters, telegrams, and. "night' letters" 
to Procunier:at, Departmént of Corrections, 
714 P Street, Sacramento, CA demanding 
that he meet with inmates and implement 
their demands. 

The inmates at San Quertin need our 





Suppert, There are no Jintts to the tor- 
sor tactics tue San Quentar Administra 
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STOP THE sAN QUENTIN TERRORISTS ‘AND 
SUPPORT THE 17 DEMANDS OF THE INMATES. 


"Pamoja Venceremos", Volume III 
Number 1, January 20 - February 9, 


1973, page h. 
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with one of the prisoners in San Quentin Prison and was 


interested in knowing whether or not the prisoner was 
familiar with the principle of democratic centralism as 
b2 set out in the VO's “Principles of Unity" 


is a 
b7D 2 
| lis a member of Venceremos 


fs 


the main activity 

of San Francisco Venceremos is in the field of prison work 
and such work is princip@lly carried out at the United 

2 Prisoners Union, 3077 24th Street, San Francisco, 
California. 


_ {ao 


the Venceremos 

Prison Committee he Venceremos 

was in contact with a prisoner 
at San Quentin Prison. This prisoner is receiving the 

b7C VO newspaper “Pamoja Venceremos” [described the VO 

newspaper as an executive instrument rendering revolutionary 

guidance and political directives and saw the newspaper as 
a vehicle for shaping the minds and spirits of today's 
soldiers and tomorrow's mankind. 
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of Venceremos, 
was in contact with a prisoner in San Quentin Prison and 


b7Cc 
b7D 


has been publicly identified 
as a member of Venceremos. 
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XII. FACTIONALISM AND 
| INTERNAL PROBLEMS 
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“The VO is in a state of chaos at the present 
time. Two leading Chicanos have left the organization 
completely, and a whole branch of white been b7D 





sidered. 
| 








said 
| that vo has been having» serious problems for the two years 
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XIII. VO INTERNAL PAPERS 


Set forth in their entirety on the following pages 
are various internal papers of the vO. 


The CC aotes for the third week of September, 
Second and Third weeks of October (retyped because saan not 
be mechanically reproduced), were 












bre 
as were the papers, "Fundamental Problems" 
"Report on 2 Young Lords Congress." 
h Following[ _ were furnished py[ iin 
>(u) | 
b2 
b7D 
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CC notes--3rd week of September. 


Note: The CC is attempting to be more professional in the 
conduct of its work. Part of this is having written documents 
to study before discussion, so that questions can be dealt 

with scientifically instead of off-the-top-of-the-head. This 
also means that the result of a discussion will often be to 
approve a document that has been submitted, or to arrange to 
have a report written later. Therefore it is extremely im- 
portant for comrades to pick up the reports mentioned in these 
notes, and also to read and study in the newspaper and elsewhere 
those ariticles and reports that reflect CC discussion. 


1. Evaluating the armed conflict at the Munich Olympics. 


An article was written for P-V discussing the Olympics 
in general and focussing on the military action of the Palestine 
Black September group. This article called the action "adven- 
turist" and even suggested that it might have been set up by 
the Israeli Zionists. Other comrades believed exactly the 
opposite, that this was a heroic and exemplary revolutionary 
act. The CC was asked to discuss our line on this. 


Both positions were represented in the discussion. 
Some thought that the heavy Israeli reprisals should have been 
taken into account. by the guerillas, and that this showed they 
were "adventurist' and not Marxist-Leninist." Others maintained 


lo 7C he same thing could be said about the Attica rebellion or 
act, both of which involved hestages. 


The discussion revealed that we are quite ignorant 
of the Palestine Liberation movement. There was also general 
agreement that we were not in a strong position to criticize 
particular military tactics of a struggle we knew little about 
and which we have done extremely little to support. 


FHIS PAGE CAN BE KEPT BY ALL COMRADES. 


Fragmer.tary reports indicated that a suprising number 
of advanced people among the masses had not been taken in by 
all the capitalist propaganda, and that quite a few supported 
the guerilla action. It was pointed out that even if 99% of the 
masses opposed the action, that would probably merely indicate 
that all their information about it had come from the capitalists' 


média. 
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One point that was brought out about the Olympics 

in general was that they proved that the principal contra- 

diction in the world is between imperialism and the oppressed 

peoples and nations. The sharpest struggles all came from 

this contradiction---t et of "Rhodesia"; the racist 
b7C treatment of the armed guerilla attack. 
The Soviet revisionists maintain that the principal contra- 
diction is between 'the socialist camp" and the capitalist 
powers, and seek to present that struggle in terms of how many 
medals each won. 


The CC decided to havel__————sddassistt the com- 
rade who had written the original article to revise it so as b7C 
to reflect the CC d:.scussion. So the main report on this item 
will be the article in the next issue of P-V. 


2. Permanent Chair. 


b7C [was unanimously chosen to be the permanent 
clu. of the CC and the organization. Every comrade present 
strongly supported this coice, and no one saw the need to 
discuss other possibilities. 


Several areas had asked for a report on the strengths 
and weaknesses of the comrade_chosen to be chair, together with 
the reasons for the choice. as selected to prepare b7c 
such a report, which will then be submitted for approval at 
the next CC meeting. 


b7C [_____ int continue for the time being to be the 

CC member rélating to the newspaper. We will reconsider 
the question of having a Minister of Information at a later 
time. 


THIS PAGE CAN BE KEPT BY ALL COMRADES. 


3. Report on the Young Lords Congress. 


The long report on the Congress was approved with 
several corrections. Be sure to pick up copies of both the 
report and the correction sheet. Also check to see if every- 
body has a copy of the earlier report on meetings with the 
Black Panther Party (Right On), representatives of the People's 
Republic of China, etc. Copies are still available. 
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4. Public statement: abou | BTC 


Acting on a previous CC decision, a very short report, 
amounting basically to an announcement, was prepared for pub- 
lication in P-V. Some comrades felt that there should be a more 
thorough report, including an analysis of what we learned from 
the struggle and a summary of the errors we had made in allow- 
ing the situation to develop as it did. Others felt that we 
did not really know as yet the outcome of the struggle, and 
that we had no sctentific analysis of how it had come about. 
There was also general wreement that there should be no public 
discussion that would allow the enemy to injure a comrade who 
is a valuable revolutionary’ and who has made great contribu- 
tions to the people's struggles. 


The CC decided .to publish the statement as written. 
It will appear in the next issue of P-V. 


5. Possible addition to the Labor Committee. 


The -CC rejected the suggestion from the comrades 
on the newspaper that one of them needed to be on the Labor 
Committee. The committee has already been assigned to work 
closely with the newspaper, the particular comrade suggested 
is already overloaded, and it is not necessary for the news- 
paper to be directly represented on organizational committees. 


os 


For some time[ has been expressing problems 
he sees in his being able to function on the CC as it presently 
operates. 


Part of the problem is his own extremely heavy work 
load, including having to deal with many tasks and problems 
in the East Bay. But: this is not the main thing. 


assured the CC that he definitely wants to. 
be on the CC, that he supports this 100%. He sees the problem 
lying in the kinds of pressure the CC puts on a person like 
him, a Third World proletarian. He rejects the idea that he 
should be an "intellectual," even a "proletarian intellectual." 
He pointed out that theory had to be derived from practice as 
well as reading about. it in books. 
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he examples of CC methods that had been 
troubaing[ vas the method of choosing a comrade to 
help represen e organization in April 22nd Coalition. 
D Tbeliewed that it was a violation of democratic cen- 
tralism for the CC to choose this comrade without any con- 
sultation with the area leadership, including the CC member 
from that area (who had been absent from the meeting where the 
decision was made). Severa mrades strongly supported the 
method the CC had or ol mime read Section 7 of Mao's 
"Some Questions Conzerning Methods of Leadership" (SELECTED 
READINGS, pp. 237-238 or WORKS, Vol. III, 120-121), and pointed 
out that this appli2d directly to the question. dying 
this selection from Mao, the CC recognized that 
position was correct, and that the method the CC had used in 
picking the comrade did indeed violate democratic centralism. 
All comrades, including those who had most strongly supported 
that method, recognized the error. Comrades are asked to 
study this passage. 


was then pointed out by several comrades that in 
tect[___— had just shown in practice how to apply Marxism- 
Leninism to a concrete problem, and that therefore he should 

not feel put down o: pressured for not being an "intellectual" 
because he was providing a leading example of what a proletarian 
intellectual does. [still rejected the term "intellectual" 
and said that he would never consent to become one. There was 
general agreement that nobody cared what word was used as long 

as he and the rest of us continued to develop the ability to 
apply Marxist-Leninist theory to practice. (Note that the 

basic question of "intellectuals" and the two kinds of knowledge 
is discussed in Mao's "Rectify the Party's Style of Work.") 


There was unity on the belief that this discussion 
had helped advance our understanding, and that we would continue 
to struggle to reso..ve in a revolutionary direction the contra- 
dictions within a multi-national communist organization striving 
for Third World pro:.etarian leadership and including many com- 
rades who have a lo: of formal education. 


7 


An area submitted a report on security question about 

The report was approved by the CC, which instructed 
the area to prepare a brief version for all comrades. Pick 
this up when it is available. 
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8. Grand Jury. 


‘The CC discussed an extensive report on the threat 
posed by the grand jary. The conclusion was that the report 
needs to be up-dated and rewritten for general publication, 
subject to CC approval. 


There was general agreement that it was metaphysical 
to declare that nobody will testify before the grand jury, 
because some people are not ready to face an 18-month sentence, 
for contempt and because under some circumstances it might be 
preferable to use other tactics. Complete non-cooperation 
is a policy that would be extremely desirable but not feasible. 
Therefore we concluded that for the time being our line would 
be one of pushing for the maximum amount of non-cooperation 
that is practical under the present circumstances. 


This will be discussed further when the revised ~ 
report is submitted. 


Meanwhile, remember that anyone receiving a subpoena 
should see[ at once. 


9. Prison Work. 


The struggle among prisoners is now one of the 
vanguard battles of the oppressed masses. We have done some 
good work in this area, but only on a hit-or-miss basis. The 
organization is known and respected among prisoners. It is 
extremely important that we develop work in the prisons and in 
support of the prisoners, and that we make this work systematic 
and reliable. 


Therefore, the CC decided to establish a Prison 
Committee, whose tasks will be similar to those of the Labor 
Committee. The three main tasks of this committee will be: 


1. Keeping abreast of struggles in the prisons 
and related developments. 


2. Maintaining and developing contacts, through 
correspondence and other means, with prisoners 
and with prison support groups. 
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3. Preparing articles for P-V and other publications 
to raise people's consciousness about this vital 
battlefield. 


Comrades cliosen for this committee will remain mem- 
bers of their present collectives. But in most cases, their 
work on the committee will be defined as their secondary main 
assignment. In some cases, comrades may have this work as 
their primary assigrment. No contradiction with work in the 
various areas is seen, because prison struggles and the con- 
sciousness of them should be part of the work in each and 
every area.[__—siiss the CC person coordinating this; comrades 
interested, talk to her, then see collective leadership in 
your area for OK. 


AGENDA for next meeting: 


Ds ntral Task 
La ssignment 
b7C 3. self~—criticism 
4, Peop..e arrested in South City 


5. Approval of pamphlet on Prop. 22 and farmworkers. 
Remember Nixon and dues. 


demonstration September 27 (Wednesday) 
10:40 a.m. in San Francisco Sheraton-Hilton hotel 
($1,000 plate luncheon) 


VERY IMPORTANT AT THIS TIME TO GIVE CONCRETE AID TO THE 
VIETNAMESE AND ‘TO PROTEST THIS CRIMINAL WALKING THE 
STREETS LIKE HE WASN'T A MASS MURDERER. 
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CC Meeting, 2nd week of October 


is L____) re 


The general line of the organization on his escape 
is that the action was right on. The question arose, should 
we make a big public thing about his being in Venceremos? 


The argument against being publically open is that 
it would bring down the heat on us even more. The incident 
would be used for Grand Jury evidence, in determing bails, 
in hurting the relationships with lawyers that were building. 


The arguments for far outweigh the arguments against. 
This was a real exemple of the politics we stand for, and it 
bridges the gap between talk about revolutionary action, es- 
pecially regarding prison work, and actual revolutionary 


action. It succeec.ed and shows that actions can be taken. 


Obviously, the pigs already know that he's in V., 
but they do not wart the masses to know, they want to conceal 
that it was a revolutionary act. So, it's important for us 

e the consciousness of the masses forward by publicizing 
affiliation broadly and talking about it in our mass 
work. We can poin: to the fact that guerilla struggle is going 

on in the United States, contrary to what the press lets on, 
and that we've been in the beginning stages of people's war 
for a while now. Such encouragement will make the people 
stronger even with accompanying repression, and will be a 
strong push for revolutionary consciousness in the prisons. 


‘We decided to call a press conference, which would 
be a risk worth talking to serve the people. The security of 
the organization slould not be above getting out political 
line out to the maisses. 


One comriade pointed out that we must keep the struggle 
up and continue to act in a revolutionary way without being 
sectarian or bragging. 


hen the question of security and jobs arose because 
of being o:1. TV, which would possibly make it harder 
r 


bIC for him to get a job. Some thought that he should not be cut 
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off from a job where he'd have a mass base of workers. But 


remembering What Is To Be Done, we eventually agreed b7C 
tha as a ack worker, should be known to workers all ” 


over e Bay Area, not just 250 in one factory, and should 
seize the chance of TV coverage where he could talk to 
thousands, not hundreds, of people. 


Sooner or later we may have to help support 
some comrades whose value in a certain area of work would make 
it necessary. This would only be done in certain cases, 
and it does not mear: that we consider that some comrades 
are,or have to be, better than others in the organization. We 
would expect those getting financial help to work hard just 


like we expect all comrades to work hard. 


THE POLICY OF THE ORGANIZATION IS TOTAL NON-COOPERATION WITH 
THE F.B.I. 


When the FBI comes around, say nothing, or at most, say, 
"According to law, I don't have to talk to you." 


Don't get paranoid about them either; the days of 
the imperialist pigs are numbered. 
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CC Meeting, Third week of October 


1. Security 


It's important to remember that the pigs could use 
anything as an excuse for repression. Belonging to this or- 
ganization means taking certain risks, like losing a job, 
getting vamped on by the pigs, etc. But remember, the risks 
and the sacrifices that the Vietnamese make every day of their 
lives. 


Cadre should take more initiative in communicating 
what's happening ani what we expect to happen to new cadre 
and new areas. Protracted war with urban guerilla warfare 
as the main feature of it means a communications system that 
fits that situation. In China, there was unified political 
leadership with decentralized administration. In the early 
stages of the Vietnamese struggle, small groups were able to 
function independently. We are going to have to work out a 
better communications system and realize that sometimes our 
cre are going to have to function without immediate leader- 
ship. 


DO NOT TALK TO THE PIGS. Read the paper about this. It's 
also important to co mass work about not talking to pigs with 
people we're close to. 


Home defense: If the pigs kick in the door, we shoot to kill. 
Unless we defend our homes, we are concretely aiding the murder 
of people in the future as well as now. The pigs know our line, 
and if they kick in the door, that means they're coming in 
shooting, so it's a life and @®ath matter for us. 


The fact that the San Bernadino sheriffs could not 
get local police t>. cooperate with them is a success for us. 
Now they are regrouping, and we must be ready for that. 


Every home needs a plan. Don't hesitate to involve 
non-cadre in defense, too; for instance, many people might be 
willing to act as witnesses or scouts if they are not yet 
ready to outright defend a house. We should involve people 
at the highest level they're willing. 
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We should make more use of the call-in programs 
and the TV opinion spots. 


i~imperialist coalition has offered to 
help us. etd go to their meeting to 
lay out the politics o e Situation they can do. 
There was some question as to vnether[—— |shoula waste his 
time there, but taking the example of the Vietnamese and of 
the Black Panthers in their pre-revisionist days, who spent . 


‘ hours and hours patiently struggling with whites, we realized 


that Third World cacire sometimes must be prepared to lay out 
our line on the national question and international revol- 
ution to all white groups. 


The anti-imperialist movement in general ought to 
present the China liberation in the same light as the Marin 
County breakout, except that its a qualitative advance in 
that all casualties were on the side of the pigs. Anybody 
who doesn't support this j ying that all prisoners 
ought to stay in pr-..son. ee a white revolutionary 
who linked up with and supporte ird World struggles in the 
prisons. 


We should all be enlisting the masses' support 
around: home defense, propaganda, money for bails, etc., 
lawyers who is prog:ressive and who reactionary. They don't 
understand the role of national consciousness in both pro- 
gressive and revolutionary forces, or the role that a Third 
World national culture can play in political development and 
liberation struggles. 


[his0 felt his leadership had been underminded 
through unprincipaled criticism of him without investigation, 
and through not taking seriously his role in the area. 


--Many Third World cadre are not as theorteically 
developed as white cadre because of differences in class 
background, and this has to be dealt with. Many non-organization 
Third World groups are much more theoretically developed than us. 


criticized himself for having been liberal towards 
individuals in the PA-EPA area. He would stop struggling after 
a certain point when he didn't, see headway made. Sometimes 
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he thought decisions were bad, but he didn't struggle against 
them. His liberainess led to inability to solve some problems 
within his area. 


We are faced with the question then, How can we can we 


transform the a peer ation so that black people will “will want to 
join. Lt? 


Following are some of the suggestions made. 


Vencerenos should have an organizational structure 
that will allow fcr all-black sections in areas like EPA 
or Hunter's Point, or the south. These areas would function 
under over-all multinational leadership, but directly under 
black leadership. Such a structure is necessary because 
black Communists must provide the leadership to black liber- 
ation struggles, and the. role of white Communists is to support 
these struggles and support the black leadership. 


A comrade pointed out that blacks are dealing with 
the National question, but many white workers are racist, and 
therefore, you have to deal with the national question first 
with them before you can get them to unite behind Third World 
struggles in the factory or community. 


A suggestion was made that collectives should not be 
organized just according to geography. This leads to putting 
a new Third World cadre in all white collective, which is bad. 
What's needed is more organizational contact between TW cadre, 
so perhaps geograprical area should be secondary to commonwork. 


Venceremos should use more sources outside the or- 
ganization for input. Many organizations have a lot of 
practice we should draw on. We should meet more with black 
groups and struggle for ideological, practical, and organi- 
zational unity. 


There is still the question of how to work out 
mul tinationalism in practice. The contradiction we faced was? 


Do we expect Third World cadre to lead national 
liberation movements and at the same time struggle within 
the organization on a day to day basis with white cadres, 
in order to transform the organization? 
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Should Third World people struggle for proletarian 
leadership from within national liberation movements, while 
we continue to suprort TW struggles whether we have TW Leader- 
ship in the organization or not? 


1. Proposition 22: 


criticizes herself for not putting aside 
time to help on this leaflet or seeing to it that some brown 
comrade did. A series of fuck-ups caused this to be a weak 
leaflet. 


2 +d 
, [_Jras left the organization. He is going to 

work with ack Communists in E.P.A., who are already en- 

gaged in struggle there. He feels he can do more advanced 

work in EPA with tkese people than he could do with Venceremos. 


b7C [__]nas some criticisms of Venceremos, which follow. 
shese poin 


problems we now have in practicing multinationalisn, 
and we must correct. these prob] ens if we are to link up with 
black people. 





-~-He repcrted that the present structure of Venceremos 
brings to question what it can do in a Third World community. 
The black community is still unsure of the practice and theory 
of Venceremos because, although recognized as a strong re- 
volutionary force, it still seems to be white-oriented. Those 
who see only the Stanford-Palo Alto struggles doubt the actuality 
of hird World leacership. 


There is not much concentrated black leadership in 
the organization ard not enough black cadre to back up the 
leadership or our line in practice. Often, the only people 
available for work are white people. Thus, blacks can easily 
be engulfed by whites in the organization, and it is hard to 
assert leadership cr bring national struggles into the focus 
of discussion. Ver.ceremos can only mobilize a small number 
of blacks in EPA; mostly, it can only work jointly with other 
groups and the other groups will do the mobilizing. 


--There is not enough common practice shared by the 
organization or communication between areas of work in Redwood 
City, EPA. East Bay. This particularly hurts Third World 
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community organizing. 


--Mistakes, of omission have been made. We have not | 
followed up on contacts with blacks nationally or locally, for 
instance, with Stanford Hospital workers or. with Right On in 
New York. 


The newspaper generally has put more emphasis on 
‘proletarian revolution than on national liberation struggles, 
and has not carried enough news on international black struggles. 
This follows from waite cadre's failure to understand the pri- 
mary importance of the national question. 


~-Not enough propaganda work has been carried on in 
EPA. On the one hand, there is a paranoid "SNCC" attitude 
about whites not working in the black community, so that we 
fail to do the day to day support work that is so important, 
such as, following through on factory contacts, on drug work, 
etc. But when there is a spectacular struggle, such as,a dem- 
onstration, or GREG WHITE's murder, we make the other error 
of flooding the place with whites. 


-~-There is a serious problem of racism among many 
white cadre throughout the organization. Several white cadre 
thought they had tne answers as to how to organize EPA. Some 
thought that white communists could give leadership to black 
struggles, just because they were Communists. Many white 
cadre make the racist error of putting the class question 
before the national question. And they don't seem to under- 
stand what constitutes United Front work in an oppressed 
community. 
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FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS AND ESSENTIAL TASKS OF M.V. VEMCEREMOS 


The centrel task of M.V. Venceremos is to achieve 
TW leadership in our area anda large mass base among poor 
and working people (esp. TW people). 


"Within the boundaries of the so-called United 
States, the vanguarcd force is the peoples of the Third 
World - Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Hawaiin, and Native 
American." - V. Principles of Unity. 


NATURE OF MT. VIEW -- Mt. View is a colony of Stanford/Palo 
Alto and their economic interests. A large percentage of 
people in Mt. View work in Palo Alto (mostly in shit jobs) 

or Stanford where their labor creates big profits for the 
pigs and a huge tax base which benefits only the Palo Alto 
bourgeoisie. There is a high number of Chicanos, Asians, 

and Blacks in M.V. The city government has little real 
power; being mostly a lackey of Stanford and the county. 
However, we certain’._y need to know a lot more about political 
power.in M.V. 


NATURE OF M.V. VENCIEREMOS - M.V. Venceremos is, and always 
has been, almost al:l white and petit-bourgeois. Ina city 
that is overwhelmingly working class and has a large percentage | 
of TW people, this ‘is a serious contradiction. Also, no-one 
in M.V. Venceremos is from the M.V. "community" and our 
political base in the community is small. What is to be done? 


IS M.V. A SEPARATE sNTITY? No. In many ways, the South : 
Bay (Mt.View, Sunnyvale, Santa Clara, San Jose, Cupertino) is 
one city with peopl? constantly changing jobs and homes. We 
should keep on top of struggles in Sunnyvale, Santa Clara, 

and Milpitas. That does not mean doing community organizing 
which would obviously be ridiculous. It means that by con- 
sistent, humble, revolutionary practice we could advance the 
area by relating to struggles outside of it (and, if necessary, 
involve comrades (particularly TW) from other areas). Although 
our focus should still be Mt. View, it certainly would not 
hurt M.V.V. or V as a whole to have people strongly relating 
to the organization and/or cadre in adjacent cities. 
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OUT TASKS: 


1) To merge with the masses and seek out all spontaneous 
struggles which are, IN ANY DEGREE, objectively progressive. 
Examples include struggles over the Bailey St. widening, city 
tax on P.G&E, Teen Post, and racist firings at Santa Clare 
University. 


2) SELL THE PAPER!!!This is our most important tool for 
meeting people, making contacts, and getting out our politics. 
We should make sure that all big prolet arian stores are being 
hit regularly. Foothill can be covered by the people already 
there, but De Anza, Mt. View High and Sunnyvale High (a VERY 
proletarian school on Duane) should be hit as often as possible. 
A struggle or even a contact or two at one of these places 


could be a breakthrough for the area. 


3) Attend power st:-ucture meetings. Collectives should divide 
up the responsibilities and make sure that business is getting 
taken care of in a consistent proetarian way (City Council and 
School Board at least). . Comrades should be neat, clean, wear 

buttons and sell tne paper. Try to make friends and contacts 

with anyone who is at all progressive, But be humble. 


4)Get involved in the organizations and activities of the people. 
This means anything and everything; Rengstorff Park, dances, 
going humting, sports, child care, wine festivals etc. Use 

your imaginations and initiative, SELL THE PAPER SOME MORE. 


5)One of the most vicious enemies of the people in the county 

is the county (sheriffs, welfare dept., county gov't, bodies 
etc.). But nobody knows how the county works or who controls 

it. We should research this and find out who is dishin out 

what kind of shit and when and where and how. Then we can 

try to analyze the situation and see if there are struggles 

we can successful”y initiate (while always trying to keep up 

with spontaneous struggles against the county), For instance, 

the county is rapidly moving to make Sant Clara County into one 
big city, and this could become a big mass question in the future. 
Most county gov't. bodies meet in San Jose, which is another 
reason that most people outside of San Jose don't know what 

they are doing or even that they exist. There are often struggles 
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waged against the county by San Jose people (usually with 

TW community leadership). If M.V. V. related to these 

struggles and involved non-cadre in them it would Help 

advance our mass werk in this area (esp. TW people) and 

2) Help to build sclidarity among oppressed people in the 
county; an importarit step for the revolution and V. This should 


be seen as quite different from organizing San Jose although b 
we should probably try to attend San Jose Cj j i 

— non~cadre) that are especially heavy 

etc. ). 


6) We mist realize that the national question is the principle 
aspect of the primary contradiction: the class question. 

This means that we should not be liberal about the need for a 
multi-national organization or party and that white comrades 
should not be afraid to do work with TW people (and giving 
concrete consistent support to all national liberation struggles. ). 


7) We mist try to tie together and relate to struggles in 
other areas and vice versa. Riots at Stanford are great mass 
work. 


« 


8) We should study and apply the lessons to be learned from \ 
the special CC meeting. \ 


9) We must all raise our level of understanding (theory and , 
practice) on the national question. ae 
10) Read the San Jose Mercury every day (and if possible the 
PA Times). They (esp, the Mercury) have a fairly thorough 
coverage (although politically fucked) Of struggles in the 
South Bay. In general, there is no reason for M.V. cadre to 
read the Chronicle. This is definitely a political question. 
Subscribe if you can afford it. If you read about something 


happening, be sure that it gets checked out right away. 
11) Keep an eye cut for all strikes, no matter how ae 


ingly insignifi stigate and then call 
b7C [fin 3an Jose and local leadership. 
12) Keep abreast of national liberation struggles; especially 
in the so-called U.S., but also throughout the world. Read 


and remember whas='s in the paper. And TALK TALK TALK to people 
about them. iveryone digs the shit out of victory. 
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13) If you are worsing politically with a TW person it would 
be a good idea to zet them together with a TW comrade as soon 
as possible so they may have a CONCRETE understanding that 
the org. is by no means all white. 


14) When there are struggles in Mt. View, we should get TW 
comrades from other areas to relate to them, instead of 
depending on Palo Alto so much. 
15) In plant work (including propaganda) we should emphasize 
the national question very strongly. One of the most importan 
tasks of revolutionary white workers is to organize other 
white workers to concretely support national liberation 
struggles so as to win liberation and happiness for us all. 


16) We should use the scanner as much as possible and mobilize 
the area (and possibly other areas) when heavy shit comes 
down in Mt. View, Sunnyvale and Santa Clara. 


17) We should openly support all acts of rev ionary vio- 
lence (talk yourself to death about brother and not » BIC 
shy away from the gun in mass work. Take non-cadre to the. 
range. This weel.. 


ete Ai.though Moffett Field is a relatively petit- ‘bourgeois 

base it is still an inperialist monster and a vicious oppressor 
of Gr’ s (especialy TW GI's). It would be ridiculous for us to 
set out to organize Moffett Field but we should 1) make sure 
contacts we happ2n to make on base are followed up on and 2) 
try to find ways (guerilla leafletting?) to get GI's involved 
in community straggles. The Law Commune sometimes gets cases 
of brothers at Moffett and someone should keep up with these 

so we can lend support. Without a pig army, the pigs have 
nothing. 


19). SELL THE PAFER! 
20) COMBAT EMPLOYEE MENTALITY! 


Viva Che! 
Venceremos! 
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"The richest source of power lies in the masses of the people. 
It is mainly because of the unorganized state of the South 
Bay masses that the pigs dare to bully us. Wgen this defeat 
is remedied then the pigs and their lackeys, like a mad bull 
crashing into a ring of flames, will be surrounded by hundreds 
of thousands of our people standing upright, the mere sound 
of our voices will strike terror into them and they will be 
burned to death." 
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XIIT. VO INTERNAL PAPERS 


Set forth in their entirety on the following 
pages are various internal papers of the VO. 


The CC notes for the third week of September, 
Second and Third weeks of October, were obtazned durin 
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VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 90490 ee 
INTERNAL SECURITY -. VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 7 ror 
ALL INFORMATION GONTAINED KeUEISHE Ri 


Director Sec’y __ 


HEREIN IS, UNCLASSIFIED 
PURPOSE: Dibaados APT, lente 


This is tio advise that the Venceremos Organization 
(VO) disbanded, 





BACKGROUND : 


vO, formed in 1970, has been considered a violence- 
prone, Marxist-Leninist, pro—Chinese communist organization, 
While VO expressed adherence to a principle of armed struggle 
and opposition to U.S, "Imperialism," its membership was 
largely concentrated in the San Francisco, California penin~ 
sula area, Sag 


During past few months, informant coverage reported __. 
increasing indicators of internal disorganization and dis gree-| 
ment within VO, Subsequently, VO held a national convent ‘ 
under strict secur:ity precautions. A resolution was adopted i 
to reorganize VO and to form a new organization with natio ay, 






appeal under the d:irection of both overt and covert leadergéhj 
Certain VO personalities pushing the formation of a new or 
zation intend to adhere to the revolutionary principle of med 
struggle. No posit:ive action concerning the new organization 
is expected for a vew months, 


San Francisco area newspapers have widely publicized 
the demise of VO, quoting members and former members. One 
account stated that; in the Summer of 1973, VO was regarded by 
a California prison officer as "possibly the most dangerous 
group there is in existence now on the streets." Some of the 
reasons cited for t:he break-up of VO included: charges of 
ineffectiveness and bureaucratic attitudes in the ,PORCeT SDAP, 

alt 
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. Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 
Re: Venceremos Organization. 


oar: eee 
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iii-woak¥ieced efforts to merge with other groups to form a 
larger new communist party; impracticality of VO objective 
to overthrow U.S, Government when lacking in a sufficient 
power base to influence others widely; and, to some lesser 
degree, internal preoccupation with the criminal proceedings 
surrounding Ronald SE One newspaper account stated 
the VO "choked on the B 

disputes. 
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Briefly, Eeaty, diiagadiv tecruited into VO while 
serving time at California Institution for Men (CIM), Chino, 
California, escaped from custody of unarmed guards on 10/72. 
Apparently, Beaty engineered the escape with assistance from 





others. One guard was shot and killed and another was wounded. 


. San Francisco Police Department in company of Jean Stevens 
obson, former VO Central Committee member. Two individuals 
associated with the escape were convicted of murder second 
degree, related charges and sentenced 9/7/73 in Superior 
Court, San Bernardino, California to 5 years to life each. 
Two others are facing separate criminal proceedings on similar 
charges. On 8/21/73, Federal Grand Jury, San Francisco, re- 
turned indictments against four others, including Jean Stevens 
Hobson, charging conspiracy, marboring, accessory after the 
fact, and aiding and abetting a felon in the possession of 
firearms. Beaty has related his account of the escape to 
authorities, pleaded guilty to murder fixst neeree | and is 
presently 1 Bearqer ated + Z 
CNC? Lat bet. 
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Memorandum to Mr. E,. S. Miller 
Re: Venceremos Organization 


OBSERVATIONS: 

Criminal proceedings under FBI jurisdiction, in 
this matter, have been handled by and coordinated with the 
Special Investigative Division. San Francisco has been 
separately instructed to submit all corroborative evidence 
of the VO demise in an organizational report, with reconm- 


mendations for continued investigation of the new organization 
and any splinter groups emerging from this situation, 


ACTION: 


For your information and interest, 
seh 
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DETAILS: 


Disintegration of the 
Venceremos Organization (VO) 


May - October, 1973 


"The demise of Venceremos, first 
reported in these pages last week, marks i 
the passing from the Stanford political , os 
scene of an organization whose impact and 
influence were, to say the least, profound. \ 
Few - even on the Left - will morn..." ‘ 
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BW/sim "Stanford Daily" 
October 5, 1973 


Page 1 Nf er 
Formed in December, 1970, the Cunt yal 

Venceremos Organization (VO), also known as 

Venceremos, is a militant Marxist-Leninist- 

Maoist organization composed of third 

world and white revolutionaries operating 

in the San Francisco Peninsula area. The 

publicly stated goal of the VO is to build 

a united front against the imperialist 

United States leading to the overthrow 

of the United States Government by force 

and violence, armed struggle, and urban 

guerrilla warfare. The VO has publicly 

stated that all members must know how to operate . 

and service weapons and have weapons available. 


ade available 




















SF 100-68932 
BW/sim 
Whee. 


The following article appeared in the "Stanford 
Daily" on August 28, 1973, on Page 1: 
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Venceremos ‘Disbands; — 





. ° By BILL EVERS 
“The Venceremos organization, a 
‘Bay Area communist revolutionary 
group active in Stanford and Palo Alto 
politics for the last two and carhat 
years, has disbanded. 
A state prison officer this summer 
had called Venceremos ‘ ‘probably the 
most dangerous group there is in 


existence right now on the streets.” 


‘The group had been disintegrating 


‘at a rapid rate since the late spring, 
-and the last large elements remaining 


decided over the course of the last ten 


fhe days to leave the organization. 


A final issue of the Venceremos 


~. newspaper, will be published in a 


week. It will contain an essay-length ~ 


attack by the group’s Central 


. Committee on -what these leaders 


consider the too narrowly local, Bay 


_ Area-oriented perspective of many of 


the organization's members. 

“There were three waves of exodus 
from Venceremos during the summer. 
First came the collectives from the 
East Bay. Then came the collectives in 
San Mateo County, concentrated in 
Redwood City, Menlo Park and South 
San Francisco. Finally, the collectives 
in San Francisco and‘in Palo Alto 


’ decided that the organization was too 


small and no longer viable. So they left 
"No Rancor, Bitterness 
The members in San Jose and much 


_of the central leadership stayed until 
: the end. The eplitting up of the 


- Organization occurred without the 


rancor and bitterness that often 


“accompanies divisions in left-wing 
- parties. As one member put it, “We are 


;, not at each other’s throats.” s,s g 


* they. say they wanted to move 
+. ideologically beyond the provisions of 


“anaes 2 
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1 
The ‘local collectives which left | | 
Venceremos during the summer saw t 
the organization's central leadersuip as : 
inclined toward quick, ill-considered 
efforts at merging with other 
communist groups to form. a. 
communist party. These local ; 
collective groups desired'to re-evaluate : ts 
the experience of Venceremos in the | 
Bay Area and revamp the '.H 
organization’s policies before moving an) (ee 
on to the formation of a national 
communist party. 
Most of these people believe that os 
they vie anes to the basic political THE STANFORD DAILY Is an infependent 
_ Tim Sy shared when they were in uaantmwasaer owned an suid 
repudiated Venceremos'’ roninis stress - oe Ol ee 
,on armed self-defense and on the 
nationalism of ethnic minorities. But 
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< constitution. 


They maintain that 7 the 


~ organization’s political line was not 


related to its practice. They add that 
the content of its political line was not 
being systematically reviewed and 
‘elaim that strategic thinking was i 
inadequate. One spoke of the need for 
- a, political line that was “more - 
: | developed, more precise, more |. 
% * concrete.” ; 
The question these people posed to 


t 
yas | 
Venceremos’ organizational | : 
t 
1 
i 


- those in the leadership of the 


_ organization was, as one put it, “How 
‘can we talk about national = r 
‘revolutionary action, when we’re not oo 


’ even talking to the people right around | 
*'us.” These collectives foresaw months 


, Of self-critical analysis of Venceremos’ Os 4 
+ past activities and months of further 
' work on building more support for - ! 
: Venceremos in the Bay Area before 
3 Steps toward creating a national party _ 
should eee betakén. ncaa. at 


ee 
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q. Many of these collectives are ‘still 


on-going entities. Members are talking 
"of putting out a Bay Area newspaper. 
: They describe what they envisage as-a 
_ “proletarian Berkeley Tribe.” © 
Group Coordination 
Members of these collectives also 
expect to co-ordinate some of their 


activities with the work of the radical ~ 


National Lawyers Guild and with the 
Chino Defense Committee, which 
supports. defendants charged in 
connection with an Oct. 1972 


ambush-escape in which an unarmed : 


guard was murdered. 
Im response to the collective groups’ 
criticism, members of the ‘central 
leadership such as fired Stanford 
English Prof. H. Bruce Franklin 
- condemn what they describe as a 
“disease” of “localism” that was 
eating away at the work of, fie 
organization. 
' The leadership argued that diye 
can’t make a revolution in the San 
' Francisco Bay Area.” It spoke of the 
necessity for one strategy, 
political line, throughout .the United 
States on the ground that America is a 
single society. They argued that an 
- organization whose aim was the 
overthrow of the U.S. government had 
to be prepared to meet the capitalist 


class and the government on a 


nationwide. basis. 

Narrowness Hit 

majority of the central 
‘felt that too many 
.Members’ lacked a _ nationwide 
perspective. One talked of the 
‘development of “an unbelievable 
. Narrowing of geographical focus that 
had ‘been going on over a long period 
of time.” The result was differing 
_ general political lines for San 
.- Francisco and San Jose. 

, -+One prominent former member of 


The 
committee 


one- 


’ Marxist theory. 


(Continued from front pege) 
Venceremos, who was active in the 
Stanford anti-war and anti-ROTC 
movements and has now joined the 
new Community Union, left because 


- he came to disagree with the political 


theory and the practicai political work 
he found in Venceremos. 

(The Community Union was 
formed this month by 60 people as a 
Midpeninsula_ vehicle for leftist 
politics. ]t publishes The Grapevine.) 

He and: some others were 
dissatisfied with the lack of attention 
in Venceremos to psychological and 
cultural dimensions of political 
matters. He was dismayed that 
Venceremos members were unfamiliar 
with much of _ twentieth-century 


‘Sterile Quoting’ 


He cited what he called “sterile 


. quoting of the classics,” including 


Marx and Engels, rather than study 


- and use of contemporary Marxist 


oe 


tendency in the 


‘guns and ‘armed struggle” 


thinkers. These weaknesses in 
theoretical matters, according to this 
dissident, were combined with an 
“isolation of the central leadership” 
from the members and a. passive 
“employee mentality” on the part of 
many members. 

- He also spoke of an “ultra-leftist” 
organization, 
specifically the “heavy emphasis on 
at a time 
when this was “not on minds of 
everyone in the country” and “beating 
everyone over the head” 
race-related matters rather than 
seriously conceming itself with what 
were the. interests of laborers as a 


social class. 
. The central leadership of the 
organization rejected the Hegelian | 


' + Marxist’ political ideas of this member 


as “bullshit” and “theory that hasn’t 
worked.” The. leadership said it 
preferred study of Mao, Stalin, Ho 


- Chi-Minh, and Kim [l-Sung. 


Some criticisms of the 
actiyities of the organization seemed 
to be shared by all elements, including 
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. aleader said.he did not know whom to 


_With the 


. infiltration 


with - 


past — 


the leadership. The organization’s — 


-constitution assigns a majority of the 


central leadership positions to, 
members of ethnic  minorities.. 
Members of all races told the Daily’ 
that this quota system had sometimes 
led to inexperienced people being 
elevated to leadership roles as _ 
“tokens.” One black told of the 

“white guilt” phenomenon, but said it ~ 
had been diminishing. i 

Insufficient Education 

- Generally there was agreement that 
both internal and extemal political 
education had _ been insufficient. 
Dissidents blamed this on the leaders; 


blame, but cited the anti-theoretical 
proclivites of American culture and, 
the anti-intellectualism of ex-stiidents 
trying to live down their past. 
- Organizational malfunctioning in 
the final days added to disillusionment: 
leaders, as necessary 
directives were not forthcoming from 


. the central committee. The lessening - 


of useful guidance from the center. 
gave further impetus to the already‘ 
strong centrifugal forces. 

Only a few members considered ' 
that police repression had‘ been a! 
Significant factor in the dissolution. 
One said, “We definitely were not 
smashed by the pigs.” The numerous | 
legal cases and _ intense police’ 
“did not cause the’ 
disbanding,” according to another. But 
all agreed that while the organizations 
internal political problems were the 
primary cause, trouble with the police 
intensified those internal problems. 


wae tem 


te 








SF 100-68932 
BW/sim 


‘ 
i 
f 


The article appearing in the "Standor 
2a, J S 





camewnenet tee 2 WET A ROE GR REMI Rone oie 
a 


The following article appeared in the "Palo Alto 
Times" on September 28, 1973, Page 2: 
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~ Venceremos, the Bay Area revolu- 
tionary organization, has disbanded, 
H. Bruce Franklin, one of the leaders, 

cknowledged this morning. 

He blamed the organization’s local 
focus and inability to expand into a 
national movement for its demise. 

“It was a local organization, that’s 
the problem,”- Franidin said. “You 
can’t really have a local organization 
that claims it is going to lead a revo- 
lution.” 

Venceremos, Spanish for “We will 
win,” was created in the late 1960's as 
an ethnic organization and later a col- 
lege. Franklin was one of the leaders 
of the Revolutionary Union in San 
Jose who left to join Venceremos in 
early 1971. 

Venceremos members were openly 
Maoist and called for the overthrow of 
the United States government. They 
defended the use of guns and other 
weapons as a means of self-defense 
against governmental repression. 

Franklin said today he thought 
Venceremos did not have the capacity 
to expand into a national organiza- 
tion. He said it was his position that 
“Venceremos had to recognize it had 
outlived its usefulness about a year 
ago.” 

Venceremos was ineffective nation- 
ally because “it was looking at the 
world through the Bay Area,” Frank- 
lin said. 

“{Rere-wus a kind of Bay Area pto- 


vincialism that was very strong in 
Venceremos,” he added. 


Several Venceremos members or 
former members have been convicted 
or indicted for their alleged partici- 
pation in the escape of convict Ronald 
Wayne Beaty. A guard was shot and 
killed in the escape. 


‘After his capture, Beaty testified | 


Venceremos members helped him in 
the escape and then kept him in hid- 
ing. 

One Venceremos member, Andrea 


‘Holman Burt of Palo Alto, has been 


convicted of second-degree murder in 


the case. Two former members, Mrs.’ 


Jean. Hobson and Alan Seabcck, still 

are awaiting trial on murder charges 

in connection with the case. Four 

other members have been indicted by 

a federal grand jury for harboring a 
‘ee 


fugitive. — 2 3 


- Franklin acknowledged the Beaty | 


case contributed to the -aiiieael of 
Venceremos. : 


“I think the Beaty case pabele 
home the weakness of localism,” he 
said. “It happened in Southern Cali- 
fornia, and for the first time the orga- 
nization had to break out of re Bay 
Area.” 


Venceremos was getlve in the de- 
fense of Mrs. Burt and her husband, 


Douglas Benton Burt, who was also — 


convicted of second-degree murder. 
But Franklin pointed out the dif- 


‘ ference between the effectiveness of 


Venceremos participation in the de- 
fense of the Burts and that of the 


Communist party in a meee ; 


Davis. 
Both trials were based purely on 


- “political grounds,” Franklin said, but 


the Communist party succeeded 
where Venceremos failed because the 


Communist party is a national organi- 
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_inaccurate and incomplete, the - 
article was dishonest, at least in’ . 


On Oct: 2, you ran a ‘front page 
political obituary headlined 
‘‘Radical Venceremos splits.” 
Aside from being miserably 


the sense that nowhere in the ar: 
ticle could a reader learn that if 
was nothing more than’a shoddy 
summary-of-a-much longer article 
that appeared in the San Francisco 


Chronicle the day before. 


- Even though it was impossible to 
tell it from the article you ran, 
there is a reason why the death of 
Venceremos is important. From: 
late 1971, when the Black Panther . 
Party started down the road to 
becoming a radical caucus in the 
Democratic Party to the time of 


Venceremos’ dissolution, Ven- iA 


ceremos was the most important: i 
revolutionary organization in the 
United States. 

In.. 1972,. the Heuse- Internal’ 
Security Committee called Ven- 
ceremos “the most. dangerous, 
immediate threat to. internal 
security.” Just three months ago, 


an official from the California| . 


Department of Corrections 


. testified in Washington that 
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_ Venceremos and the National 


Lawyers Guild were the two 
‘ organizations most responsible for 
the revolutionary upheaval in 
California’s prisons. | 

* Venceremos reached this pin- 
- nacle of dubious honor by being the ; 


“most creative and flexible! 


revolutionary organization in the|, 

It was born in January 1971, as' 
an experiment. At the time, there | 
was a great debate in thei 
movement about the political roles 
of Third World and White 
revolutionaries. With the 
meaningless exception of the' 


. Communist Party, there was no 


leftist organization in the country. 


Ser eet | 
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“which had both: White stil Third fr 
- World leadership. “ 


A group of Chicano revolution- 
aries associated with the Ven- 
- ceremos Coliege in South San 
Francisco, San Mateo, and Red- 
wood City, invited a group of White 
revolutionaries who were doing 
political work in much the same 
areas on the peninsula to join their 
jVenceremos. organization. 


In the next few months, - Ven- 





ki sis se _ te fe te as 3 
from angie who 
revolutionaries. — 

Venceremos had the idea that, ag 
it was successful, other groups in 
other ‘parts of the country would 
follow its example. Eventually, 
Venceremos hoped, these groups 
would-merge with each other -tq 
form a national revolutionary 
party. 

But, almost as soon as Ven- 
ceremos was born, other groups 


started to die. The Black Panther 





se oe ae oy 3 Venceremos - 
| By ELK. Wilcox. tf 


$34 - H.K. Wilcox is a pseudonym fora 
‘tae. * . . °: former member of Venceremos 


me, ot 
. : 


, Who wishes. to remain anonymous. 





ceremos’ influence. grew’ rapidly. 
“1One reason was that the merger 


_ {resulted in almost all of the- 


_drevolutionaries-on the peninsula 
- being in the sarne organization, 
with common leadership and 
common goals. Venceremos was 
large enough to be able to call 
demonstrations of thousands of 
people on short notice. 
’ It was also strong enough, both 
because of its large membership 
. and because of its policy that every 
member be armed and prepared 
technically and politically to use 
those weapons in self-defense, to 
protect itself frona police reprisals. 
[i the fact that is was one of only 
ja handful of ‘revolutionary 
“organizations in the country which 
‘actually engaged in ‘“‘mass work,” 
starting or becoming involved in 


‘food co-ops, medical clinics, tenant © 


unions, high school and college 
“student movemients, union ac- 
tivities and so on, meant that it had 


.a tremendous amount of support 
a, ead ; 


Party decided that it had ‘“‘deserted 
the people’ and did a political 
about-face. This resulted by late 
1971 in the Panthers completely 
disavowing their - former 
revolutionary politics and, instead, 
concentrating on providing food 
and .clothing to Black people who 


‘weren't able to get enough from 


welfare. . 
In. New York, the Young Lords 
Party, a Puerto Rican organization 


similar to Venteremos, came ‘ 


under the influence of another 
“revolutionary”? group whicti 
advised it to concentrate on factory 
organizing to the exclusion of: all 
else. Almost instantaneously, the 
Young Lords deserted all of their 
community projects, stopped 
publishing: their newspaper, and 
sank completely out of sight. 

By default, Venceremos had 
become the most important 
revolutionary organization. in the 
U.S. People all across the country 


starting looking to Venceremos for. - 
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_ political guidance. = 
’. But, Venceremos, in-late 1971, 
had already started dying. , 
The reason was that Venceremos 


never changed. At the time of its. 
final disintegration, Venceremos- 


was still doing exactly the same 
- ‘things that it had been doing in 
farly 1971. 


Even. though. by. the besinning of. 


1972, it was obvious to almost every 
wrevolutionary in the U.S. that 
‘Venceremos was the most vital, 
‘the strongest, and the most im- 
portant group in the country, 
Venceremos was still confined to 
the Bay Area, still completely 
- wrapped up in trying to prove that 
White and Third World revolution- 
aries could work together in the 
“same. organization. 

The fact was that by early 1972, 

: Vénceremos lad already proven 
“jthat Third World and White 
revolutionaries could | work 
| together. By then, it was just going 
‘through the motions, proving the 
same thing cver and over again. 
' When it should have been ex- 
_panding its geographical base by 
moving to Chicago, Detroit, New 
York, and sc on, it was debating 
whether or not to send some 
members to San Jose. 

Finally, in the spring of 1973, 
after more than two years of 
stagnation, Venceremos began to 
all apart. The dissolution was not 

e result of disagreements about 

encermos’ politics; there was no 
bitter internal struggle over 
whether one political line was 

. better than another. ° 

’ Rather, after two years of 
-drifting, the membership had had 
enough of it. They wanted a clear 
statement of Venceremos’ role in 
the creation of a - national, 
revolutionary party. 

Some people were convinced that 
Vencermos’ politics. There was no. 
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- still right. Other people were ~ 


equally convinced that Ven- 
ceremos ought to strike out on its 


own and try to develop itself into a. 
riational organization as soon as 


possible. 

This argument went on for 
several months. Finally, when it 
became obvious that the argument 
was. not. going. to reach any’ 


-resolution, groups of people aise 


leaving Venceremos. 

Sometime in the middle of 
September, when there was only a 
handful of people left who were still 
calling themselves members of 
Venceremos, the organization was 
dissolved:. 

- Venceremos no longer exists, but 
the people who were in it do. In 
some ways, the revolutionary 
movernent in the Bay Area is 
stronger now than it was before. 
Even though there is no longer one, 


large revolutionary .organization, - 


many of the groups that left are: 
rapidly increasing their mem! _ 
bership and their involvement in a 
variety of struggles. 


In some ways, the-stagnation of - 


Venceremos acted as a brake on 
people’s enthusiasm and work. 
Now that the organization is dead, 
the different groups, with their 
different ideas about how to go 
about building a _ national, 
revolutionary party, have a 
chance to put their ideas into 
practice. ; 

The ex-members of Wenseremnst 
are still committed to defending! 
themselves, both legally and with 


- weapons, if necessary, and the 


are still working with each other in 
a wide variety of political projects. 

What has happened is not just the 
end of Venceremos but the 
beginning of a new, and more 
advanced, stage in the 


evolutionary movement in: the 
~hS States. 5 ot #8 
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The following articl 
November 5, 1973 issue of the 


e appeared on page 2 of the — 
"Spartan Daily", daily\gtudent 


newspaper at California State University at San Josesf ,, j,i 


Venceremos ends with lesson 


Editor: 

It was with some amusement 
that we read “H. K. Wilcox's” 
analysis of the Venceremios 
experience. Our purpose in 
replying is not to deal with the 
many self-serving distortions of 
facts in ‘‘Wilcox’s” article, but 
rather to point out some ey 


lessons from the demise of’ 


Venceremos. 

First, the Radical Union 
believes that the key for a 
revolutionary organization is, as 
Chou En-lai pointed out at the 
Chinese Communist Party’s 10th 
congress in August, whether or 
not an organization follows a 
correct political line. Peliiical 
line is not just-something that you 
put forward so that you can 
engage in abstract debates with 
other leftists. It is a guide to 
action. A good political lire is 
arrived at by applying. the 
scientific outlock for revol.tion 





) developed Ly Marx, Lenin and 


sices tes —-_-=_ «<== 
=—=_2_! 


Mao to the situation, putting that 
outlook into practice and then 
summing up that experience. 
When a revolutionary 
organization moves ahead, it’s 
following a correct political line; 
when it’s not, it is set back. 
Simple but true. 

Vencere:mos’ main flaw that led 
to its disbanding was exactly that 
it failed to use Marxism-Leninsim 
to guide their practice. Instead 


they substituted some romantic. 


notions. while discarding basic 
principles of Marxism-Leninism 
that have been developed in the 
practice of revolutions in Russia, 
China, Vietnamr and elsewhere: 
An example of this was that 


Venceremos threw out the win- 
dow the need for the . multi- 
national working class to lead in 
making revolution in the U.S. 
while calling abstractly for Third 
World leadership. Venceremos 
ignored the fact that the vast 
majority of Third World people 
are workers like the farm- 
workers, Farah strikers and auto 
workers. Despite ‘‘Wilcox’s 
distortion the Young Lords Party 
did not sink “completely out of 
sight.” It has renamed itself the 
Puerto Rican Revolutionary 
Workers Organization and is 
making great contributions to the 
Puerto Rican independence 
struggle as weil as the whole U.S. 
revolutionary movement. 

Once Venceremos did away 
with the leading role of the 
working class, it’s no surprise 
that they did away with another 
so-called ‘‘obsolete’’ concept — 
that it’s the masses of people, not 
a handful of “revolutionaries” 
who make a revolution. With such 
a wrong. perspective, an 
organization quickly  con- 
centrates more on building itself 
than on building the peoples’ 
struggles. After all, if you don’t 
have to politically win people over 
to revolution, why not run around 
trying to be “‘bad?”’ This kind of 
political line ultimately causes an 
organization to isolate itself. An 
organization in this position, in 
addition to internal stagnation, is 
even more vulnerable to police 
attack. 

The whole Chino frame-up 
showed that because Venceremos 
was isolated it was unable to build 
any kind of strong political 
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defense. Hopefully as the nest 
round of Chino trials start here in 
San Jose, a movement will be 
built to fight this frame-up. 

There is much for the young 
revolutionary movement in the 
U.S. to learn from the dissolution _ 
of Venceremos. Misrepresenta- 
tions by people like “Wilcox” only 
serve to hold back our peoples’ 
struggles against U.S. im- - 
perialism. We in the R.U. are 
confident that the revolutionaries 
who have left Venceremos will 
sum up their experience and 
move forward. ae 

Venceremos has helped teach 
the left an important lesson: 
fantasy makes good science- 
fiction, but it’s no substitute for 
revolutionary theory and_prac-_ 
tice. = 

Doug Monica 
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The Revolutionary Union (RU) was / 
founded in early 1968 and is a militant, 


. semiclandestine organization. Its 


objectives, as set out in its publications, 
are the development of a united front 
against imperialism, the fostering of , 
revolutionary working-class unity and bd 
leadership in struggle, and the formation H| 
of a communist party based on Marxism- 
Leninism-MAO Tse-tung thought, leading to \ 
the overthrow of the United. States Government 

by force and violence. +“ : \ 





MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANT On,, 
' SUB ‘NIZATION A 
ee hE L. FS 


his 


38 


FD-302 (Revs 11-27-70) ia). : ; “ ; ry % a Fi 
x ad i : T : es . | . 


. ~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of transcription Hy “73 K 











Interviewed acne ees ot | Fite # __ SF _10 0 )-7 495 8 - 3S 
| SA . | ” te 4 _ 
DID y — SA d Date dictated — CFL LTS 





your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. Tan ran \ 
se Eve A NY 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property aC is loaned to/ 


39 





—! 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


z 
we 


* 


we s ‘ A is ‘ e | e . i : = 3 . 7 i" 
BD-202 (Zev. 11-27-70) > 4 =. | BA te Batt @ ee 
cat ae . a : . ae 


BS 


furnishe 


b7D 





fC 
bYD 














a 
Cr Wi FP ee 


| Interviewed on 
Pp og | P bate dictoted 9/11/73 


Ls 








Thia document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is | 
your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. : ere ne ’ 
—_ 2 ; a “PMN Ch i ita NM 

' 7 ..... b6 : ; eae 


; 






F52302 (RE Vv. (4-27-76) 


Ae re: ‘ Aa ‘ 


“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ; oe 





Lui soe pgeeeeeneee 2 ga 


continued the interview of 


b7c 








b7D 

. provided the following information: 
| BLACK LIBERATION ARMY | 

b7C 

b7D 








, SF 100-74958 - YO 








b7C 4 SA 
bID SA hoe 9/11/73 
FE sates entetmenstt vai ig RET Eg ae pSRRS Seana oars arenas ages Date: dictated. 
This davumeat contae iy neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI ae is leaned s to y vefogency:, ah 
4 and ia contunts ore adt to be distribyted outside your ogency. ; ae 





ee 


THE STANFORD DAILY 
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The demise of Venceremos, first reported in 
these pages last week, marks the passing from the 
Stanford political scene of ar organization whose 
impact and influence were, to say the least, 
profound. Few — even on the Left — will mourn. 

The communist revolutioniry group was among 
the prime movers in the leftist upheavals here from 
1969 to the fading of the antiwar movement in 
1972. It is surprising, now, to reflect how short its 
history really was. 

- The dissolution came only after a long period of 

site disintegration. Formed in December, 1970, 

strom a faction of the Bay Area Revolutionary 
Union, Venceremos had already split once — in 
summer, 1971 — and was no longer active on 
campus. The end came in the midst of the internal 

‘disputes over the basic character of the 
organization; but those had been preceded by many 
setbacks, including the firing of Assoc. English Prof. 

tH. Bruce Franklin and the prosecution and 

Feonviction of Benton and Andrea Holman Burt. 

*: It is difficult to euvlogize Venceremos. 

~Anti-liberal from the beginning, it moved beyond 
mere intolerance to a reliance on physical 
intimidation and occasional terrorism to stifle 

pposing viewpoints. It deliserately staged street 

: fights with police, and may ‘1ave been behind any 

‘Faumber of bombings. Systen.atic window-breaking 

- “trashing,” in the parlance of the time — became 

its favorite tactic in demonstrations, and never mind 

Tthat the tactic’s usefulness was always unclear. 

BS The group held a single-minded devotion to the 
principle of armed struggle; Mao’s aphorism that 
“All political power grows out of the barrel of a 
gun” was its catchword. Indeed, its praxis was based 

$0 much on the Nietzschean r.otion that ‘‘practice is 
primary”’ that apparent ideological inconsistencies 
cropped up. In the 1972 efforts to unionize 
University employees, for example, Venceremos 
first worked closely with, and later openly 
supported, the Teamsters Union — hardly a 
revolutionary organization: Its theory, in short, was 
weak. ‘ 
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Kooovececonecccoceceseecenes editorial mosrecocaconaeornecewrs 


Venceremos In Retrospect : 


Ironically, the group was always suspected by 
police of far more crimes and heinous acts than it 
could plausibly have committed. A peculiar form of 
‘revolutionary egotism’ may have been a 
contributing factor: Venceremos leaders had a 
tendency to applaud almost any terrorist action, a 
policy that may have alienated as many followers 
and potential supporters as it attracted prosecutors. 
Venceremos’ willingness to act never quite matched 
its inflammatory rhetoric — although it came close 
enough for discomfort. 

Nevertheless, Venceremos played a major role in 
the political evolution and education of the 
Stanford community — if only by example. 

Its militant efforts against the Indochina war — 
which it saw as part of an essentially imperialist 
American policy maintained by a 
military-industrial-academic complex of which the 
University was an integral part — revealed much 
about the realities of our involvement in Southeast 
Asia. 

The University’s reaction to Venceremos’ tactics 
—°the creation of a whole apparatus of police, 
photographers, videotapes, and judicial machinery 
that is with us still — chipped away at the old image 
of a wise, temperate, and liberal academy. The 
treatment accorded to faculty members who 
associated with Venceremos — by their colleagues 
who claimed to uphold the sanctity of the ‘free 
exchange of ideas’ — was illiberal at best. And the 
fact that, after direct and protracted attack from 
Venceremos, the University still stands and is as 
secure as ever serves as testimony that this great 
institution may not be as fragile a flower as it 
claimed when it threw all those Venceremos 
members out on their ear. 

The organization has disbanded; but its members 
remain committed to their causes, and will 
apparently continue to work in various radical 
groups in the Bay Area. If the dissolution reflects 
the members’ rejection of a dogmatism that proved 
untenable, Venceremos’ loss may be the larger left’s 
gain. So much the better for us all . : 
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THE STANFORD DAILY is an independent student newspaper owned 
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om i Individuals mentioned in this report aré residing 
S the San Bernardino/Los Angeles area, are under current 

estigation by the Los Angeles Office to determine actual 
Ffijiation with Cex) Veanceremos Organization (YO) members. 
Ex) YO members, who had been residing in the San Bernardino 
"area, are now presently residing in Los Angeles#are being 
investigated by the San Frencisco Division and currently . 
ndec observation by the Los Angeles Division. 












a Information received from the San Francisco Division 
cates the VO was now defunct with key members planning 

mm into smaller groups. Investigation in the Los Angeles 
jon indicates thaz persons in the Los Angeles area, in 
act with known (ex) VO members, have not been positively 
dentified as VO members, past or present. 







The RONALD WAYNE BEATY Chino escape has brought local 
attention to the VO ir San Bernardino, California. San Francisco 
bay area (ex) VO members have been active in speaking engagements, 
public demonstrations and fund raising events in order to foster 
support and publicity from Los Angeles leftist organizations. 

The support solicited by the VO had been for the Celiformia State 
trial of DOUGLAS BENTON BURT and ANDREA HOLMAN, and the current 
trial of JEAN STEVENS HOBSON and ROBERT ALAN SEABOCK. The BURTSs 
were found guilty in San Bernardino County and on 9/7/73, were 
sentenced to five years to life for second degree murder, 

assault with a deadly weapon and aiding the escape of a prisoner 
while armed. HOBSON and SEABOCK are presently on trial in 

Los Angeles for their involvement with the 10/6/72, BEATY escape 
and rescue. 


The main purpose for the presence of (ex) VO members 
in the Los Angeles a:tea was to form the Chino Defense Committee 
(CDC), in order to foster support and publicity from revolutionary 
and radical Leftist zroups in the Los Angeles, California, area. 






San Bernardino 
County, San Bernardino, California, made available a list of 

names and addresses of persons commmicating by mail with one 

ox more of the deferdants charged in San Bernardino with nurder 

im cotmection with the ambush-slaying of a corrections guard Pe 
.in Chine, California, during the successful escape and rescue 

‘oF RONALD WAYNE BEATY on 10/6/72. a 
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aid that many cf those in correspondence with 
re defendants save been identified as members of the VO from 
the San Francisco bay area. Others are relatives and friends, 
having no connection with the organization. San-Francisco, 
Bostor, Cleveland, Minneapolis and Detroit were furnished copies 
of the’ ‘correspor'dence list, in that persons might be of security 
interest to the receiving Divisions. : 


WILLIAM FARR is the Los Angeles "Times" staff writer 
who gained notoriety approxiniately one year ago. FARR was 
jailed for refusing to reveal his source of information relating 
to newspaper artic Tes that he wrote while covering the CHARLES 
MANSON murder tr:.als in Los Angeles. 


The FBI is not interested in collecting information 
relating to VO defense strategy that has been utilized in the 
San Bernardino area during the pericd of the BURT trial. The 
(ex) VO members have now moved to the Los Angeles area and are 
continuing as the CDC in the HOBSON-SEABOCK trial. The Los 
Angeles Division is aware of the activities, contacts and 
attendance at the HOBSON-SEABOCK trial, as £ 
lacement of a Los Angeles trained source 




















These bay area ers are currently residing in [Ic 
Angeles. Information received by Los Angeles source is being 
channelized and properly distributed to the San Francisco Division 
and other Divisions of interest in this case, 


In Bureau letter to Los Angeles dated 9/5/73, Los Angeles 
was reminded not to collect, accept or report any information 
relating to defense strategy in any pending or potential lccal, 
state or federal prosecutions involving VO members and associates. 


San Francisco sources and Los Angeles local sources 
have corroborated the break up of the VO, Therefore, Los Angeles 
is of the opinion that the major case concerning the VO shouid 
be closed and that all general information relative to the 

activities (not strategy) of the (ex) VO members, operating as 
rhe COC, be maintained in a dead file Individuais on the 
committee will continue to be observed and reported in accordance 
with Bureau policy. 
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LOCATION ™ 
100-79692-138, 184, 231 


100~79692-159, 175, 176, 228, 


229, 231, 236, 241 Ry 


100-79692-231 


Set forth separately 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


January 15, 1974 






Director In Reply, Please Refer to 
United States Secret Service File No. LOO-79692 
Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 

Dear Sir: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1. [([] Threats or actions aga:nst persons protected by Secret Service. 
2. {"] Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. (C] Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. / 
4 


[7] Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 


oe 


(CJ Wegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 
6. [[] Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 


7. [% Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 


Photograph {_] has been furnisied [_] enclosed [7] is not available. 


aes 


Very truly yours, 





Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 
U. 8. Secret Service, Los Angeles (RM) 
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Copy to: -~ U.S. Secret Service, Los Angeles CRM) 


Report cf: b7C Office: Los Angeles, California 
Date: L/LS fie 


Field Office Fiie 4; i OO< 79692 , Bureau File 3. 100-462905 


Tile: VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 


Characte:: INTERNAL SECURITY - VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION 


Synopsis: The VO was a San Francisco peninsula based organization. 

- Investigation has indicated the organization has become 
defunct and known members of the organization have publicly 
announced disbandment, of the organization in favor of 
working in smaller groups Observation of (ex) VO members 
currently res sidinz in San "Bernardino and Los Angeles area 
are set forth. At present, (ex) VO HEROS E are in Los 
Angeles working as the CDG. 
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Formed in December, 1970, the VO, 
alsc known as Venceremos, is’ a 
militant Marxist~Leninist-Macist 
organization composed of third world 
and white revolutionaries operating in 
the San Francisco peninsula area. The 
publicly stated goal of the VO is to 
puild a united front against the United 
States leading to the overthrow of the 
United States Government .by force and 
violence, armed struggle, and urban 
° guerrilla warfare. The VO has publicly 
stated that all members must know how 
to operate and service weapons, and have 
weapong available. LU 


So, 










SCHINO DEFENSE COMMITTEE (CDC 
ANT IE EO TET siesta g ee 


The C)C was formed during the latter part of 1972, 
to foster support and publicity for the trial of ANDREA and 
DOUGLAS BURT. ‘The BURTs were on trial in San Bernardino County 
for their alleged cormection with the escape and rescue of 
RONALD WAYNE BEATY on October 6, 1972. During the escape 4 
corrections guard for the California State Institute for Men, 
Chino, California, was killed. U 


b2 
b7C 
b7D 


A CDC fund raising party’ will be held on Sunday, 
June 10, 1973, at: the residence of BOB and JUDY VINCENT, Crestline, 
California. Defense Attorney CHARLES GARRY will be guest speaker. & 
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. TAMPER CUTs 
TT, MEMBERSSTP 


A Los Angeles "Timesy ‘Los ‘Angeles, California, newspaper, 


3 
article on July 19, 1W7%3,. spy forth information relkts#e to the 
conviction of ANDREAATIOLMANABURT and DOUGLAS BENTONYBURT and 
their association*with the Wo. a ! 
| Daal - 
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éurors in San Bernsrdi 
zo found Renton Burt, 30, 
ard Andrea Holman Burt, 
13, gsuilly Wednesday en 
three counts at 

th: Oct. 8, 1s 
aS.) ape of at ee: ine Dre ig a 
One guard was lulled 3 and 
another ane 

lies, Duct, daughter of a 
Stenford professer, and 
the codefendant she mu 
ried in court last Vebr naty 
wil. be sentenced Aug. 8, 
for second. degree murder, 
assault with a deadly 
weapon and aiding the es- 
eape of a prisoner while 
armed. 

Defense attorney 
Charles Garry indicated he 






“ ayili move for a new trial. 


fvo others indicted 


< with the Burts are sched- 


uled for trial Sept. 17. 
They are Robert Alon Sea- 


: beck 21. of Palo Alto and 


Mrs. Jean Hobsou, -L4. an 


official of the militant - 


Venteremos group. 
The prisoner’ who es 
cape:l in the ambush, 2u- 
ald Beaty, $0, was recap- 
turea, turned state's 
evidence and received a 
Nife cermin prison for 
first-cegree murder. 
Calitornia Institution for 
Men at Chino guard Jesse: 
Sanchez, 24, was killed 
and g wrd George Filzger 
ald, "36, was wounded in 
the ambush. 
They were taking Beaty 
to cout for an appearance 
Bak - connection, with a, pre- 


aiGususcape Charge?” 
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The following bay area VO members and local support 
persons have been observed at the trial of DUUGLAS and ANDREA 
BURT, San Bernardino County, Department Ali, Superior Court, 
San Bernardino, California: WY 
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The following is a list 





of persons in ‘correspondents 

b2 with the four defendants connected with the ambush-slaying of 
a corrections guard - in Chino, Califgr 
E 7 u : 
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b7D 5 
The following VO members and local support persommel 
were present in Department XI1, San Bernardino County . Courthouse, 
Superior Court, San ‘Bernardino, Califotnia, during change of 
venue hearing concerning the upcoming trial of JEAN HOBSON and 


ROBERT SEABOCK: (> 
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A. 5 
Pry 7 
A Los Angeles “Times, Los Angeles, California, 
newspaper article dated October 27 1973, advi sed of the change 
ENS HOBSON 


ROBERT ALAN 


of venue in the trial of JEAN STEVENS and 
les County. uf 


: 
SFABOCK from Sen Bernardino County to Los Ang 
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Frony & Tiiticy Stalt Writer 


SAN BERNARDING 
Trial of two defendants 
charged with the enibush 


murder of a Chino institu- 


tion, fer Mer guard last 
year wil be held in Los 
Angeles County Superior 
Court, 

“The state ead 


®Cour cil notified San Ber- 


mardino County Su perior 


padee Thomas Halderson 


oo a is ove 


of che transfer af the trist 
nf Robert. Seabock, 22, ef 
Pale Alto, and Mrs. Jean 
Hobson, 44, of Mountain 
View. 


Jalderson earlier. grant- 
ed @ change of venue for 
Seahock and Mys. Hobson 
becavva of news coverage 
of the crial of two other de- 
fendants convicted last 
July of second-degree 
murder, 

Seahock and Mrs. Hob- 
son, who is an official of 
the militant Venceremos 
group, are accused of mur- 
der and assault -with a 
deadly weapon in the slay- 
ing of suard Jesse Sane 
chez, 24, and wounding of 
guard George Fitzgerald, 
36. 


The two torractionst af 


.ficers were taking Chin 


inmate Ronald Beaty, 35, 
to San Bernardino for trial 
on Oct. 6, 1972, when their 
car was ambushed and 
Beaty was freed. 

. Beaty was later cap- 
tured, turned state's 
evidence and was sen- 


tenced io life in prisen for - 


first-degree murder. 


The two others convicte 


ed earlier were Renton. 
1 ort, 40, and Andrea Hol-! 
ynan Burt, 19. The Burts | 
were married in court ale: 


fer their arrest, y 
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; The trial of ROBERT ALAN SEABOCK and JEAN STEVENS 
HOBSON has been transferred from the San Bernardino County 
Superior Court System to tne Los Angeles County Superior Court 
System. A change of venue was granted for SEABOCK and HOBSON 
because of news coverage of the trial of the BURTs in San 
Bernardino, Cal:.fornia. The HOBSON-SEABOCK. trial will be held 
in the Los Angeles Superior Court, Department 134, 210 West 
Temple, Los Angeles, California. 


The CDC no longer resides in the San Bernardino, 


b2 California area. VO members known to have worked on the CDC, 
have moveq—t Anoeles f e trial of JEAN HOBSON and RO 
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California, newspaper 
JEAN HOBSON} 


A Los Angeles "Times", Los Angeles, 


article set forth security precautions relative to the 


eo tierce bee 
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| BY WILLIAM FARR 
Times Statt weiter ; 
Defense attorneys failed 
Mozday in their efforts to 
have the trial of two per- 


_sons charged in the slay- 


ing of a prison guard 
moved out of a bulletproof 
courtroont, - 

Jean Hobson, 45, and 
Robert Seabock, 22, are 
charged with murder, as- 
sault ‘with a deadly weap- 
on; aid assisting in the es- 
cape of Ronald Wa yne 
Bealy, an inmate at Chino 
Institution for Men, 

One guard was killed 
and another was wounded 
when they were amoushed 
Oct. 6, 1972, while taxing 
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Beaty to San Bernardino * 


for a court appezrance. 
Jury selection in the 


Hobsan—Seahock case be- | 


gan after Superior Judge 
Chatles C. Stratton denied 
the defense request to 
transfer the proceedings 
to another courtroom. 

Stratton denied the mo- 
tion without elaborating 
en. his reasons. 

Richard Walton, Sea- 
bock's lawyer, had asked 
that the trial be moved out 
of the inaximum security 
courtroom on the 13th 


floor of the Criminal 


Courts Building here be- 


cause “it provides a dif ffer- : 
ent treatnient and atmos. . 


phere than that which sur- 
rounds any other (rial in 
this county.  aeenent 












“Attorney Wugh Ma 
sopreseniling Mrs. FY 
joined in the moticn on 
the grounds that the 
courtroom setup will have 
a prejudicial effect on jur- 
Ors. ' - 

"The presence of this 
pJass and screens suggests 
ihat there is a need for 
protecting a jury or the: 

' judge," Walton said. 

He was referring to a 

partition which, separates 
the audience frei the 
judge, jury, defendants 
and court attaches. The 
Jower 10-foot portion of 
the partition is.made of 
bullet resistant glass. Hea- 
vy stecl screens extend 
from there to the ceiling. 

(his is the first trial to 

_ be held in the special 
. courtrcom. It was not con- 
structed especially for the . 
iobson - Scabock hearing 
but is to be used in all 
cases where extraordinary 
_securily measures are 
deemed necessary. 

‘The security modifica- 
tions were completed last 
month at a cost of $54,931, 
Authorities maintain | 
that the Beaty escape was 
planned by a militant Ieft- 

_ist group cailed Vencere- 
mos. The security proce- 
dures have been defended 
on the premise that mem- 
bers of the group might 
try to free Mrs. Hobson 
and Seahock, : 
Representatives of the 
Chino Defense Committee, - 
most of whoni are young 
college students, say that 
Veneeremos has heen dis- 
: “panded and that no danger 
from the-gromp’ really cx- , 
ists. ot v4 
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The following former VO members and support personnel 
ssent at the jury selection and triai of ROBERT SEABOCK 
and JEAN HOBSON: yy - 
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LIL. CONTACTS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


[ey 
VO merbers attended a Gary Lawton Defense Commi.ttee 
(GLDG) wally on the steps of the Riverside County Courthouse, 


Riverside, California, on July 5, 1973. The following VO members 
were present:U . 


P| 





y 
2 
% 












Mrs. HOLMAN, mother of ANDREA HOLMAN, spoke ab 
her pyar life and the current trial relating to ANDREA 
HOLMAN and DOUGLAS BURT in Riverside, California. cj 


The GLDC is a Riverside, California, 

based group seeking to raise funds to 

use in the legal defense of GARY LAWTON, 

who is p -esent ly awaiting retrial for 

the ambush shooting deaths of two Riverside, 
California, police of Ficers ist Apeil, 1971. v 
LA‘ ITON' s first trial ended in a hung jury 
on February 16, 1973, at Indic, California. 
The committee is a non-membership organiza-~ 
tion which is largely directed through 
chairman MIKE WOLFSON, who is a member 

of the Communist Party, USA. 
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b7D (y 
VO nembers were in attendance at a raily sponsored by 
the GLDG at Riverside, California. vy 
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Memorandum 





To: “Date 11-09-87 


5 OA bIC 


A From 


:| Subject: Venceremos Organization 
; aka -Venceremos 
Ds 


Purpose: To have attached enclosure placed on record, filed. 
Recommendation: To have atvached enclosure placed on record, filed. 


Details: The attached characterization of Venceremos Organization 
written bt resea:cch analyst in the TRAC unit. 
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VENCEREMOS ORGANIZATION, 
Also Known As 
Venceremos 


Formed in December, 1970, the Venceremos Organ- 
ization (VO), also known as Venceremos, was a militant 
Marxist-Leninist-Madist organization composed of third world 
and white revolutionaries operating in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. The publicly stated goal of the VO was to build a 
united front against the imperialist United States leading 
to the overthrow of the United States Government by force 
and violence, armed struggle, and urban guerrilla warfare. 
The VO publicly stated that all members must know how to 
Operate the seisvice weapons and have weapons available. 

San Francisco Bay Area media on September 28, 1973, quoted 
Venceremos leaders that the organization had disbanded and 
was no longer in existence. 
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SUBJEC?\ ‘VENCEREMOS BRIGADE (VB) 
IS -— ANA 
(NEW LEFT ~ FOREIGN INFLUENCE) 


ENCLOSURES: 


Declassify on: QROK 


Enclosed are 38 copies of an LHM dated and captioned 
as above. \A.. 


REFERENCE: | 


(3) Bureau (Encl. SeRNCLOSURE 
(1 Liaison Section) 

Legat, Ottawa, info) 
Albany, info) 
Albuquerque, info) 
Baltimore, info) 
Boston, info) 
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New York, 100-166943 0-6 O38 GSb% 7] 
Philadelphia, info) 
Pittsburgh, info) 
San Antonio, info) Zo WAR GAD 
San Francisco, info) 
San Juan, info) 
Seattle, info) 
Washington Fi 
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MEX 105-7784 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 





INFORMANT : 


ema 


eee 


CLASSIFICATION: 


a a ee 


The LHM is classified "CONFIDENTIAL" to protect a 
source of continuing value, the disclosure of whose identity 
could adversely affect the national security, \W.. 

LEADS 
NEW YORK DIVISION 


At New York, New York 








CoO ; ~L 


RE: VENCEREMOS BRIGADE (VB) 





The Mexico City daily newspaper "Excelsior" in its 

February 21, 1970, edition, carried an article stating that 
' some ninety United States youth, members of the second 
contingent of the Venceremos Brigade, departed Mexico City 
International Airport for Havana, Cuba, at 8:00 P.M. on 
February 20, 1970, having arrived in Mexico City earlier on 
a flight from Los * Angeles, California, 
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NY 100-166943 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 


Copies of this report are being disseminated joeally 
to 108th MI Group, Second OSI District, USAF, and NISO, NYC, 
for information purposes. 


Ten copies of this report are being Furnished to the 
‘Bureau for dissemination purposes and one information copy of 
this report is being furnished to selected offices in which the 


-. VB has been active during the period of this report in accordance. 


with New York telephone call to the Bureau on 10/15/70. 
COPIES CONT'D 


Baltimore (100-26639) (INFO) (RM) 
Boston, (100-40301) (INFO) (RM 

Buffalo (100- 20292 INFO) (RM 

Chicago 1300-88030 INFO) (RM 

Cincinnati (100-18323) (INFO) (RM) 

Cleveland (100-29758) ae): (RM) 

Denver (105-4271) (INFO) 

Detroit (100-36698) (INFO ARM) . 4 
El Paso (105-2233) (INFO) (RM es 
Indianapolis (105-6495 INFO RM 

Los Angeles (100-74097) (INFO 
Miami (100-15846 sseyt) (RM) 
Milwaukee (100-1 INFO) (RM) 
Minneapolis (100- berth (INFO 
New Haven (100-20104) (INFO) (RM) 

New Orleans (100-18422) (INFO) (RM) 

Newark (100-51526) (INFO) (RM 

Philadelphia (105-17123) (INFO) (RM) _ 

Pittsburgh (100-16512) PtOy THA (RM) 

Portland (105- ear (INFO) 

Sacramento (105-72 INFO 

San Diego cine “r28) tar) i RM e ; 
San Francisco (100-43694) (INFO) (RM) 
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San Juan (105-12176) (INFO) (RM Reo | 
Seattle (100-29894) (INFO) ‘ (RM) : ee 
~ Tampa (100-1582) eos a — 

100-49693 
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~ Washington Field (INFO) (RM) : ee 





NY 100-166943 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 


Individual investigations have been initiated on 
all members of the First and Second Contingents of the VB. 


By letter dated 9/24/70, the Bureau advised that 
the names making up the membership of the Third Contingent 
of the VB were being processed at Bureau headquarters and that 
letters to appropriate field offices under the individual case 
captions were being prepared instructing that investigations 
be conducted in line with prior instructions issued by the 
Bureau in connection with the investigations of members of the 
VB. In this connection, it is noted that Washington Field 
Office is checking the passport files of the United States 
Department of State concerning these individuals. 


The following persons who are listed as officers of | 
the VB in the resolutions of the VB bank account maintained at 
the Chemical Bank, 756 Broadway, New York, New York, are 
currently under investigation by the NYO: 
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INFORMANTS CONT'D 
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INFORMANTS CONT'D —s 
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AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK. will continue to follow and 


report on the activities of captioned organization. 
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‘ 3 : AND FIELD SVFICES . 
4-108th MI Group, NYC (RM) ADVIS? Sd hea *, 
ss .l-2nd OSI District, USAF, NYC (RM9LIP!S ) OF_ : 
his 1-NISO, NYC (RM) | DATE ——lipRlL ar 
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| SECLASSIFICATION INDE 
chreaey OHESNLSE ‘' INTERNAL SECURITY-ANARGHIST : 


(NEW LEFT - FOREIGN INFLUNCE) 
_ \ The Venceremos Brigade currently utilizes address of 
IN Cathedral Stat;ion 
mS 
y 
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officers are b7C 








Purpose of the first two (0) 
Venceremos Brigade contingen was reportedly to work on the 
1969-70 sugar harvest and the third contingent will harvest 
citrus fruit on the Isle of Youth in Cuba. Information regarding 
the activities of the Venceremos Brigade set forth including. 
activities of the first two contingents while in Cuba. 
Connections and support of the Venceremos Brigade with other 


10, ene set forth. . 
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_- DETAILS: 


For the purpose of clarity, individuals mentioned 2 
this report will be characterized,where suitable characterizations 
are available, in the glossary of this report. 


Where available, characterizations of organizations 
mentioned in this report are included in the eee of this 
report. 


-- A characterization of the Yermsrenss 
_ Brigade (VB) is contained in the 
appendix. attached hereto. 


- LI. ORGANIZATION 


_ A. Origin and Background 


The February 13, 1970, issue of "Bohemia", a Spanish 
language magazine published in Havana, Cuba on page 52, contained 
the following article captioned "GOODBYE-VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 
RETURNS TO THE UNITED STATES" which stated as follows: , 


"The Venceremos Brigade began forming sertndetha middle 
of 1969 amongst the radical left organizations. JULIE NICHAMIN, 
one of the organizers, explained how the Brigade was formed in a 
television appearance during the stay of the Brigade in Cuba. 


7 "Julie said: - 'a group of North Americans came to Cuba 
., fer the celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of the Cuban 
Revolution and after listening to the speech by. Fidel on January 
2 we felt, perhaps for the first time the importance and the 
significance of the Harvest of the Ten Million. We knew then, 
that Cuba was entering the last stages in their struggle for total 
economic independence, first as a Spanish colony and then to an 
American colony, to becoming a free country, a Communist country. 
And we felt it was very important for North Americans to under- 

. stand what was happening in-Cuba -- the struggle of the Cuban 
people as well as the struggle of the Vietnamese people is the same 
struggle to which we have committed outselves -- the fight Renee 
American imperialism. 





- NY 100-166943 


j . "A brigade of volunteers willing to cut sugar cane in 
Cuba meant @& concrete way of opposing the policies of Washington, 
to strangle the Cuban Revolution. A National Committee for‘he . 
Brigade was organized with fifteen regional committees. Newspaper 
. ads and radio advertisements provided the necessary publicity. 
Money was collected to help pay the way to Cuba. Progressive 
organizations lent their help and talks were held with the young 
members of revolutionary organizations. The basic idea being, 

that by coming to Cuba these young people were showing their desire 
_ to participate in the great world struggle of which Cuba is the 

- vanguard. Volunteers started coming and the organizing committees 
rigourously selected the members on the basis of their sentiments 
and attitude toward the Cuban Revolution, the liberation movement 
‘of the Negroes in the United States, the struggle of the Vietnamese 
people and others aspects of the international revolutionary 
fight. And so, during the month-of November, three successive 


groups arrived in Havana, constituting the first contingent of the 


first Brigade. They were 216 representatives of organizations 
such as the SDS, the Black Panthers, Chicanos, Puerto Ricans 
etc., etc,." — . 


"Bohemia" 
February 13, 1970 


Characterizations of Students 
For a Democratic Society (SDS) 
-and the Black Panther Party (BPP) 

are contained in the appendix 
attached hereto. 


The March and February, 1970 issue of "The Movement" 
a militant San Francisco leftist. monthly publication on pages 
13 and 20 contained an item captioned "Venceremos Brigade - 
Cutting Down Imperialism", by JULIE NICHAMIN, National Committee 
' of the VB which stated in part as follows: 


. "Before I can talk about the impact of the Brigade on 
the international scene and on the brigade members themselves, 

I have to talk about the ten million ton sugar harvest. I was in 
. Cuba about a year ago and when I came down this time with the 
Brigade, I was really startled by what seemed to be a tremendous 
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leap in the conciousness of the Cuban people. The only way I ° 
“ finally understood this was to think about the harvest itself 

as & People's War, because that's what the Cuban people are 

involved in right now. 


"Even though all of them have a complete understanding 
of the economic importance of the ten million ton sugar harvest 


for Cuban development, that's really secondary in their consciousness... 


The primary thing in their minds is that the harvest is a battle 
against US imperialism. They speak of the victory of the 10 million 
ton sugar harvest as being a victory for the people of the world 
and not just for the Cubans. And they understand that in the sense 
that Cuba has been fighting US imperialism. The fact that |. 
revolutionary Cuba has been not only able to survive but to grow 
‘in the last 10 years this has set an example for the rest of Latin 
America and the Third World of what a communist revolution can 
accomplish. 


"Like in Vietnam | 
"The Cubans understand that the 10 million ton harvest 


ismt just a matter of cutting more than twice as much as was ever 
. cut before, it's not just a step forward in their own economic 


‘development, but it's a way of demonstrating to the world that all the, 


- power of imperialism can't. stop all power of the people. You see 
signs all over 'Como en Vietnam! (Like in Vietnam) with a picture 
of a Vietnamese carrying a rifle and next to him, a Cuban carrying 

a machete. 


¢ "The presence of the Vietnamese Brigade cutting sugar 
cane really brings the internationalism of the harvest home. 


"The Vietnamese sent over ten men. Five for the front 
- lines of the PLAF fighting in the South and five from the North, one 
of whom was from the National Committee of the Young Communists 
in the North. One of the Vietnamese from the South was 20 years 
old and has killed 25 American soldiers in Vietnam. The Vietnamese 
in this Brigade told us that they didn't feel any different in 
Cuban from the way they felt in Vietnam. They understand that they 
- a@re in the front lines against imperialism, in the fields of Cuba, 
. just as they were in the battlefields of Vietnam. This is a sense 
that you get all over the country. 


4 
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i 2 "In terms of the consciousness and mobilization of the 
“people, in. terms of the preparations that have to go into the 
.: harvest itself (transportation, supply, timing, and coordination) : 
' the harvest becomes a series of battles. As Fidel said, 'A way 
_ of testing the organizational capacity of the Party". When Fidel 
. visited the camp and was speaking to the Northamericans, someone 
~ asked him to describe the development of consciousness among the 
~ Cuban people, during the revolution. Fidel tried to give people 
. & sense of what a revolution was--it wasn't a formula--it was a..?: 
OeaReLe and a complicated process. His example was cane PUNE + + 
a ee ee "Phen one of ‘the things Fidel said was, twho could have | 
. - imagined of those of us revolutionaries who took power in 1959 at 
“that time, which one of us could possibly imagine that the most 
revolutionary, the most honorable, the most dignified thing to do, 
would be to cut ca net And now Fidel himself cuts cane four hours 
a day, every day. e's providing the same kind of leadership in the 
battle for 10 million tons that he provided in, for example, the 
‘Bay of Pigs Invasion when he was in a tank in the front lines. It's 
_' the sense of leadership that Fidel has, totally seeing the thing 
in military terms, but also understanding that the kind of 
sacrifices and demands that you make of the pople, you also make of 
| yourself as a leader. That's what communist Leadership is all about. 


"Americans Joan the Battle 


Bie the Vietnamese Brigade served to hedehben the 
consciousness of the harvest as a battle against imperialism, to 
-- show the internationalism of the harvest, the North Americans in the 
. ‘Venceremos Brigade did the same thing. The Cubans speak quite 
often of the Northamericans and the Vietnamese. But what's most 
striking in their discussions of the Venceremos Brigade is that 
they understand that it represents a certain growth of consciousness 
in the US movement--a growth of anti-imperialist consciousness among 
the young people of the US. The Brigade is a way of representing 
this consciousness in a more concrete way than alot of anti-war re 
.. demonstrations. We all know that alot of the anti-war demonstrations ©: 
-are not necessarily anti-imperialist. ol 
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"But it's important to see that the Venceremos Brigade ' 
has, in alot of ways, changed the objective conditions of how revolu- |. 
tionary governments and how revolutionary movements look at the’, a 
movement in the US. They treat it with a great deal more seriousness © 
now. They think that the fact that hundreds of young people have 
made the commitment to go down to Cuba to break the blockade, to 
struggle in the harvest, understanding that that struggle is an 
‘anti-imperialist struggle, says alot about the si as of a 
revolutionary movement in this. country. 


"Ttts important to see that the way the Vietnamese 

and the Koreans and the Cubans all look at the Brigade and its 
significance isn't to assume that all the people who went 

down there are revolutionary communists, or were involved in the 
struggle here in a revolutionary way or even conceived of the 
struggle in this countryas a revolution. It was objectively the 
case that people who went on the Brigade were breaking the eanomic 
blockade and commiting an anti-imperialist act. But, some of the 7 
Americans on the.brigade didn't understand what they were doing as an ~* 
anti-imperialist act. Alot of them sort of though they were going 
down to 'help the Cubans! in their harvest. Like the PeaceCorps. 
They didn't understand that it wasn't a question of helping in the 
harvest. The harvest was a battle againstimperialism and they were 
-fighting that battle too. Some of us tried to explain this in 

- press conferences. The fact that we pushed this made a lot of © 
difference in the consciousness of the people down there. 


"So, it's not as if their perception of us means we 
-have a strong united revolutionary movement here, but it is an in- 
dication of the potential of the kind of consciousness that has 
developed over the last few years. It means that the people who are 
revolutionary communists should use this in their revolutionary 
organizing. 


"I should point out that alot of ned le on. the Brigade 
didn't necessarily belong to any organizations or any revolutionary 
organizations in the US. Alot of them were just becoming involved 
vin what we refer to as 'movement work!. They went down to Cuba 
out of a commitment to show their solidarity with the Cuban 
revolution in a concrete way and also to learn from he Cubans-- 
=O see what communism is really like. 
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"Digging Communist Leadership 


"Beginning to understand rewlutionary leadership was the 
other important step in overcoming bourgeois individualism. The 
only basis for political unity that the Americans has as a group 
was in fact, their unity around the work--their desire and 
commitment to come down and work in the harvest. . There were 
Americans there of all different tendancies and levels of political 
beliefs. And since the only basis of unity was around work, the 
question of leadership in the Brigade itself had to be seen in 
those terms. After all, the Venceremos Brigade was a work 
brigade. Themly people who could provide leadership in showing 
the Americans the technical aspects of work were the Cubans. And 
the only people who could set an example for doing this work in a 
communist:way were the Cubans. So, if you looked at it in that 
sense, there was no way of conceiving of American leadership of the 
‘Venceremos Brigade. But there was room for Americans to take 
leadership in specific contexts. For example, they could push 
their work group into becoming more of a collective unit. They 
could try to struggle with various individuals in the work group 
so that they would become better communists, and push out 
ideological struggle in arguments and discussions aout what should 
happen when people got back to the States cr what was happening or 
what it meant to talk about a revolution in the US. But showing lead- | 
ership in these ways did not mean that one or more Americans could “ 
be leaders of the Brigade. Now there was a heavy struggle about 
understanding that the Cubans were the leadership of the Brigade 
and that this was communist leadership. 


"Specifically, the struggle about understanding conmunist 
leadership came down around the question of individual tours. On 
weekends, the members of the Brigade would go on tours around Habana 
Province. Every Sunday, the whole Brigade would go on a tour. The 
Cubans always face the contradiction of wanting to show people the 
material accomplishments of the Revolution, and, at the same time, 

_ wanting to give people the opportunity to talk to the Cuban people. 
Now the Americans were more interested in talking to the Cuban 
people and the Cubans tended to focus on the other ening in the 
tours. 
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“0 “Bring It Home 


hr "The ideological struggle that we went thru was really. 
. Important. People in the Brigade had to,take themselves seriously... 
'. The Cubans and the Vietnamese were taking us seriously and we all 
_, knew that the Cuban revolution came to power thru armed struggle and - 
. “that the Vietnamese were into a life and death struggle with the 
. Yankeeaggressors. So people started thinking, 'We better 
» start taking ourselves ‘seriously'. People started realizing. _ 
that revolution wasn't just a question of what was happending in — 
the eee World, it WAS A QUESTION OF WHAT WE WERE GOING TO DO'. 


"People would go out into ‘the canefields and for 4 hours. 
vs each moeniine while they were cutting cane, their whole life would. — 
wv. yan thru their heads. And they'd think, 'My god, what have I been ‘ 
7. doing to make a revolution inside the United States?' And people 
‘would argue with each other and talk about their political 
experience and their een of pe hiacisbeaiae erences in the» 
United States. 


"There wasn't any room for phony bullshitting. You had to’ 
get right down to it. But, in a sense, there was kind of artifi- 
‘elality. about ideological struggle that was going on. The only 
political prastice people had in the camp was their work. It wasn't 
ag if people could go seize an administration building. People 
had learned alot about communism and internationalism, but people 
really couldn't test thekinds of changes they had gone thru in 
terms of thinking about strategy for an Amer Lean revolution until 

they came home. 


"I think Piet rest people when they come back from Cuba 
will probably return to the way they used to live. ‘It's not an | 
easy thing to change your way of life completely. But after a few 
. weeks, people are going to start thinking about the meaning of the 
work they're doing in terms of what they learned from the Cubans-~_ 
: that is, about thinking in a communist way, about understanding 
struggle, and internationalism. They! 11 be asking themselves 
if they're really making a contribution towards destroying 
- American imperialism and building a revolution in this country. 
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They'!11l know that internationalism isn't just a sbgan. It 

dcesn't just mean putting 'support the PRG' at the bottom of a 
leaflet. Internationalism can only mean that we're, all in the 
same struggle. It's doing it. It's understanding that the Cubans 
and the Vietnamese feel unity because they're both struggling 
against US imperialism. Support and unity cannot be abstract. 

It means doing it when you get back.” ; 


"The Movement" 
February - March, 1970 


Source provided the following information regarding 
the background, organization and recruitment of. the. VB: 


The VB (translated to - We Shall Win Brigade) had been 
forming since late September, 1969 in all parts of the United 
States. Their stated purpose was to travel to socialist Cuba 
to participate in that country's historic 10 million ton sugar- 
cane harvest by going to the fidds and cutting cane with the local - 
inhabitants. Each contingent was to spend six weeks cutting cane 
and two weeks touring the island. gu) 


The first contingent of American youths from all parts 
of the United States converged by chartered buses on Mexico 
City during. November, 1969 and boarded a Cuban airliner at Mexico 
City International Airport for Havana, Cuba. Cu) 


Approximately 216 VB members of the first contingent 
returned from Cuba by way of the Cuban ship, “Luis Arcos Bergnes," 
during the early part of .February, 1970. g-(u) 


The second contingent of February, 1970 included 
approximately 492 American youths.who arrived in Cuba via the 
Cuban ship “Luis Arcos Bergnes" from St. John, Brunswick, 
Canada, and approximately 295 American youths who flew via 
Cuban airlines from Mexico”City to Havana, Cuba. 2) 
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The VB had a national organizing committee in New 
York as well as regional offices. The national organizing 
committee's stated purpose of the VB was: to show solidarity 
between the radical American youth of the United States and the 
Cuban revolution; by cutting cane in the mammoth 10 million 
ton harvest they would help the Cuban neople gain their economic 
independance; that by aiding the Cuban people in their economic 
struggle, this would be striking a blow against "U.S. Imperialism", 
that the members of the VB feel the United States had exploited the 
Cuban people by supporting the BATISTA regime due to their many 
economic interests in Cuba prior to the revolution; that after 
the revolution the United States oppressed the Cuban people by 
imposing an unfair shipping blockade against that country in order 
to force Cuba to submit to United States domination. ey 


When the question offorming the VB was out to Fidel 

CASTRO in Havana the original idea was for the Americans to 
travel to Cuba in order to relieve Cubans in the cities. of 
their duties and thereby freeing the Cubans to work in the cane 
fields. CASTRO later advised it would be a better idea if the 
young North Americans came to Cuba and worked in the cane fields. 
This would leave the Cubans to do the other equally important 
work of the revolution that must be carried out simultaneously 

'. with the sugar cane harvest if a true victory was to occur. Ru) 


Regional offices were set up in all parts of the United 
States. The guide lines of the VB were; 1) the VB was to consist 
of 600 people, 200'white, 200 black, 200 brown. (Eater due to 
the time factor this guide line was disregarded.) 2) VB members f 
_ were to be of different backgrounds (workers, students, professionals) 
3) Members were to be able to relate to socialism and the Cuban ; 
Revolution. Bw) | 


The first contingent was to leave in November, 1969 and 
was to travel to Mexico City by chartered bus. To accomplish 
this the members had to be clean shaven and well groomed due to 
the fact the Mexico police would arrest all "hip" looking people 
and hold them for high bail. This was thoughtto be part of 
Mexico's mutual cooperation pact with the United ois banal VS ) 
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The second contingent was to leave the respective 
areas in buses chartered by "Ski-Master" tours. The need for 
‘this ploy was established in Chicago in 1968 when bus drivers 
refused to transport militants to the Democratic Convention. (4) 


CD ew  § 


The "Guardian", issue of July 18, 1970 on page 13, 
contained an item entitled "Venceremos Brigade” which noted that. 
"the third contingent of the Venceremos Brigade will leave for 
Cuba’ towards the end of July to spend four weeks on the Isle of 
Youth working on the harvest of citrus fruit and two weeks traveling 
throughout Cuba---" This item noted that the Brigade needed 
money and that checks may be sent to the Venceremos Brigade, 

Box 643, Cathedral Station, New York, New York 10025. 


og 
~ 
oO 





B. Location 


"Guardian" 
July 18, 1970 


A characterization of the 


"Guardian" is contained in 
the appendix attached hereto. 


Box 643, Cathedral s >» New York, 10025 
was opened on June 16, 1969 by authorized re- _ BIC 
presentative of "Power to the People, Cuban Sugar Brigade" . 


in care of "Leviathan", 2700 Broadway, New York, New York. 


(Cf) ew q 








C. Officers and Staff 
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(4) BID 












Information furnished vy oe to:'be made. ae 
public except in the usual proceeding following the issuance DID 
of 2 —— duces tecum directed = ae |! : 


lol 


: 8 Be ee 
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A characterization of Alternate 
Unversity is contained in the 
appendix attached hereto.. 


According to [ |, of the VB National Committee pol 
in New York, the following new members were appointed to the 


VB National Committee by invitation from the New pei National 


Committee: (De 
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D. Finances 
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(6) (4) 
Information made available by is not to be made 


public except In the usual proceeding following the issuance 
2 subpoena duces tecum directed to 


[ Bo er has cutsody of the basic documents 
from which the as obtained. ZH 





















(Dee | 
Ye’) b7D 
II. ACTIVITIES ; | 


A. First Contingent 


A group arrived in Mexico City during the afternoon 
of December 5, 1969 and.were joined by a larger group of Americans 
at the airport.who had arrived there during late November. The 
larger group boarded a Cubana Airlines flight on the evening of 
December 5, 1969, and arrived in Havana, Cuba, later the same 
evening. The group was met at. the airport by buses and rode to 
&@ camp near Aguécdte about 120 miles from Havana, arriving about — 


4:00 AM on December 6, 1969. Rew) ‘ 
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‘The Ganips was located near the Rubdm Martinez Villina Sugar Mill. 


There were 216 Americans in the camp living in large 
tents with approximately 20 persons in each tent. There were about 
twelve tents altogether in addition to a recreation hall and dining. 
hall. Food was prepared by a service brigade made up of Cybans 

' and the meals consisted mostly of rice, RSANEs and meat. Fay 


The Americans were divided oe seven. work brigades, each. 
brigade having a Cuban supervisor. The brigades began cutting cane 
the day after they arrived, working in the field from 7:00 AM 
until 11:00 AM, lunch and rest from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM, and work-~ 
ing in the fields again front 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM. The brigades 
worked half a day on Saturdays and were off on Sundays when side 
trips were taken by bus to nearby citrus groves, industrial 
plants, universities, or to the beach. This source said there 
were movies in the recreation hall, once or twice a week, there 
was @ television set in the recreation hall which showed mostly 
American movies, and musical groups were brought into the camp 
on weekends. gu 


North Vietnamese students attending the universities in 
Cuba were brought to the camp on occasion for discussion, and Cuba. 
officials were also brought to the camp to speak to the Brigade. 
There wer , translators as all of the officals did not speak 
English. u) ; 


Cuban officials and others who talked to the Brigade 
did not appear to attempt to indoctrinate Brigade members or 
brainwash them with revolutionary philosophy. This source said 
.. FIDEL CASTRO visited the camp on eu)” Day, cut cane with the 
Brigade, and spoke that evening. EU) 


Male and female members of the Brigade lived in separate 
tents with the exception of those who were married and there 
was a separate tent for married persons. This source said there a4 
were a few less women than men in the Brigade and the moral behavior - ; 
was generally good although there was no real attempt to keep males 
and females separated. Lj . 
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There were no drugs or narcotics and in fact, one of the. 
conditions of being accepted for the pe ge was that no drugs 
or narcotics would be taken on the trip. B24) - 


The only friction that occurred in the Brigade 
was over women's equality.. The women of the Brigade were 
not permitted to cut cane initially but their duties were 
to pile the cane in stacks after it had been cut. The women 
protested because they were not allowed to cut cane, according 
to this source, and shortly thereafter they tegan cutting also. 
A €uban teacher, who spoke to the Brigade on one occasion, 
requested Brigade members when they returned to the United 
States, to send back to Cuba any kind of school textbooks because 
there was a shortage of such books in Cuba. The source said 
the Cubans gave Brigade members several books to take home with 
them including speeches by FIDEL, a book by CHE GUEVERA, a book 
on ‘Latin America and two on Vietnam. They were also allowed to 
take back their cane machetes and other souvenirs. ‘However, these 
articles were impounded by United States Customs when Brigade. 
members returned to the United States. @¢ (4) 


Some of the Brigade members were ultra-leftists who 
constantly pounded other members with revolutionary rhetoric and 
consequently, there was considerable verbal conflict between those 
who subscribed to the mass demonstration theory of obtaining 

‘social change in the United States and those who subscribed to 
the militant action theory. Seu) ' 


Source had no knowledge of any Brigade members 

‘being recruited by the Cubans to furnish intelligence information 
upon their return to the,United States and knew of no request 

for such information. Qf) 


During the last two weeksof the Brigade's stay in 
Cuba, the group left the camp and toured Cuba by bus from one 
end of the Province to the other. All provinces, with the exception 
,of Pinar Del Rio, were visited and such facilities as factories, 
‘universities, citrus farms, and pineapple groves, were toured. 
The first source said members.of the Brigade had many opportunities 


(Mk 
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to talk with Cuban citizens and the impression was given that the 
Cuban government had popular support of the people. (u 


Members of the Brigade left Cuba during the <a st week 
of February, 1970 aboard the Cuban freighter, "Luis Arcos Bergnes," 
and arrived at St. John, New Brunswick, Canada, on February 
le, 1970. The first source said activities on the boat consisted 
of discussing the trip to Cuba, watching movies, and lounging 
on deck. Some Brigade members expressed disappointment that there 
were more college students in the Brigade than non-college 
people and the students unconsciously looked down on the others.: 
The source also said the national VB organization Was not as well 
organized as many had expected. feu) 


Upon arrival in Canada, Brigade members bemmed buses 
for their return to the United States. u) 


Cp 


The December 12, 1969 issue of "Bohemia", number 50 on 
' page 60 contained an article entitled "'VENCEREMOS' BRIGADE- 
American Youth Participate in the Sugar Crop of the Ten Million,’ 
which stated as follows: 


Gem yie te Cuba to participate with the Cuban people 
‘in the sugar crop of the ten million, has given us. the 
opporutnity to break the United States blockade of Cuba.!'. 
‘These words. were expressed by some of the 216 young Peeneue 
who arrived in our country last week. They came from various 
states in their country to offer their direct support in the 
decisive economic task which confronts our people. 


"These young Americans flew into Havana in three 
successive groups, which together form the 'Venceremos 
Brigade. Numerous leftist and radical American organizations 
are represented in the Brigade, among them, SDS ee For 
a Democratic Society); the Black Panther Party and others, which 
include national minority groups such as the Mexican- 
Americans, Puerto Ricans, etc. 
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"The 'Venceremos! Brigade began toappear in the 
middle of this year, as a result of a decision made by the 
radical movement involved in the internal struggle against 
the American government. This decision was to make the Brigade 
‘a concrete form of Rpperi tion to Washington's attempt to strangle 
“the Cuban Revolution. From this it derived its work name 
of VENCEREMOS. 


"In the Sugar Cane As Well As the Struggle 


"The 216 Americans, who have already begun chopping 
in the cane fields of the 'Ruben Martinez Villena' sugar 
refinery in the Havana town of Aguacate, range anywhere from 
16 to 25 in ace. There sre also some 'machete users! who have 
already passed their 'prime,' but who demonstrate the same 
enthusiasm and vigor as their younger colleagues do, when 
confronting the ‘hairy. one,' as they have already learned to 
call the cane. — . 


"Tn order to obtain the most productive results from 
the 'Venceremos! Brigade's contribution to the great sugar crop 
of the ten million, the 216 participants have been organized 
into seven work brigades, each having thirty members. They follow 
the general rules used throughout the country when cutting cane for 
storage. 


"In general, the 126 men and the 90 women in the Brigade 
have applied themselves vigorously to the cutting. and 

stacking. The latter task lends itself more to the women, 
although some of them have preferred taking up the machetes and 
SeenOo ee the difficult job of cutting. 


"Working together with the American contingent is a group 
of 59 Cuban men and women. These workers are members of the Union 
of Young Communists. They come from the University of Havana 
and Las Villas and from various other Havana. work centers, as well 
as from other organizations. In this sense, the experience 
gathered by the CJC in previous sugar harvests are being put into 
practice by the machete wielding Americans, who have been personally 





NY 100-166943 


instructed by the Human Combine, Reinaldo Castro, National Work 
Hero, who divides his time between the Brigade of ae 500 and the 
'Venceremos! Brigade. 


"The Cuban and American cane cutters work & productive 
7 hour day, which is divided into two sessions. Las t Saturday, 
the 6th, 69,000 arrobas of cane were cut, demonstrating the 
perfect assimilation of instruction and enthusiasm which is 
characteristic of the Brigade, which has proved itself to be 'ready 
to remain in yee field despite any inclemency of the weather.! - 


ci Know Cuba, See Tt 


"The ‘Americans will stay in Cuba for two months. It 
has been planned for them to devote six weeks of their time 
to productive labor in the cane fields. They will use the 
remaining 2 weeks to visit various places in the country. 


. "They work from Monday until noon on Saturday. On 
Sundays they visit different industrial and agricultural 


= installations in the Havanna province. They have already 


visited 'Nina Bonita,' the genetic plan 'Rosafe Signet' and the 
‘pugar refineries, 'Boris Luis Santa Cotens" and "mane Le 
Cienfuegos.! 


"The 'Venceremos! Brigade camp offers its members who 
live in tents, medical and, very soon, dental services, 
information and correspondence, a control post where individual 
and group progress is reflected daily and the weekly inspection 
of each brigade, the same as the other cane harvesting m@mps. 
~The 'Venceremos' Brigade is carrying out a dynamic emulation. 


. "Numerous movies and other types of entertainment 

are offered to the Brigade members. They are able to go to 
the theater on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays, Saturday night 
is devoted to music, which is presented by musical groups 
interpreting our modern and traditional rhythms. 


"A light hearted competition has been established 


GER awe eee crcer me 0 egrets coer nee ero ore 
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sugar campaign disembarked. 
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resend ard aM as lia aia Sn) a 


among the men and women, the results of which are already 
| being felt considerably. Several of the young girls have 
even said that they will without a doubt PEGRIs exemplary 
cane cutters. 


3s 


"Bohemia" 
December 12, 1969 


‘The “Daily World", an east coast aviidabied newspaper 
in its issue of February 13, 1970 on page 1 and 11 contains 
_ .an article captioned "Second Brigade fe ee On Its ee 
eWETEH, stated in part as follows: , 


° "an estimated 500 young Americans began boarding the 
“Cuban. freighter Luis Arcos Bernes in St. John, New Brunswick, 
today on the last leg of their pilgrimage to Guba where they will 
pep ebaphte ‘in the historic 18 million ton sugar campaign. 


neenapeg ONES 


oe ; 


"When the Luis Areas Bernes docked in: St. John earlier today’ 
at Pier 14, a group of 216 Americans who had pee in the 


EAR Rar ener PL 


ea 


= "As a result of an all-out mobilization of Cuban 
“manpower and heightened methods of production this oes harvest 
is being: gathered at an unprecedented pace. 


Sanne Ears ater y erty 


"Strugele ts Strenuous 


"On Feb. ll, the 3,000,000 ton mark was reached, after 
201 days of cane. cutting. Never hefore in Cuba's history’ has such 
a quantity of cane been gathered in so short a time. 


tence eo aes 


"The American cane cutters are part of the 'Venceremos 
(We Shall Overcome) Brigade. The first group went to Cuba in 
November. The present eee is scheduled to stay there for 
‘six weeks. 7 


“Won 'millionaire banner! 


"The first U.S. brigade spent approximately six weeks. 








aly : 
i : 
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in Cuba, four weeks cutting cane and two weeks visiting cultural 
economic and political centers to ecquaint themselves with the 
achievements of the revolution. 


"Their camp, consisting of 30 tents, is located in the 
municipality of Aguacate. 


"It provides food, medical and dental care, recreation, 
clothes and shoes, laundry service and cultural activities all free. 
of charge. 


"Their work day begins at 5:45 AM when they arise. The 
cane cutting ends at 6:00 PM. 


"The Venceremos Brigade, consisting of the 216 Americans 
and 59 Cubans, was given a 'millionaire!' banner on Jan. Le, when 
after 35 days of work they reached the million-arroba mark. (An 
arroba is equivalent to 25.26 pounds.)..." 


"Daily World" 
February 13, 1970 


B. Second Contingent 


On February 12, 1970, the first contingent of the VB 
was disembarking the ship at St. Johny. New Brunswick, while 


members of the second contingent of the VB were boarding. The entire 
day was spent in boarding and unloading the ship, ena[ b7C 
of the Weatherman faction of the SDS was present conduc Ne 


conferences and meetings with the leadership of Weatherman members 
from each contingent. (uv) 





The second contingent of the VB originally. arrived in 
Cuba on the morning of February 19, 1970, following six days at “a 
sea after embarking from St John, New Brunswick, Canada on 
February 13, 1970, aboard the same Cuban ship "Luis Arcos Bergnes". 


[ae instructing the returnees as to what was 
happening politically in the United States while they were in Cuba 


and was discussing recruitment techniques with approximately 50 
Weatherman members who were members of the second contingent 


of the VB. 8H) | 





b7Cc 
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During the voyage to Cuba it was discussed among VB 
members that the Weatherman were present for the express purpose 
of recruiting and not to show solidarity with.the Cuban revolution. 
This fact became the cause of friction among Weatherman and other - ; 
members of the VB during the trip. eeu) : i 


Upon arriving in Cuba and after leaving the ship, the 
members of the Brigade were taken to the VB camp known as "Campamento . 
Averhoff" or "Campamento Venceremos" at Aguacate, Havana Province, f 
near the sugar mill "Ruben Martinez Villina. Ge(u) 


The Brigade was greeted by the camp poe ea . 
and his staff, in the form of a general meeting At 


this meeting the camp director set the tone for the stay of the 
VB in Cuba by reminding the VB that they were there to show’ 

"solidarity with the Socialist struggle; to smash the United 
States blockade and to make 2 breach in the facade af the United 
States imperialist monster. ' Be 






The Cubans separated the VB into 25 biivades based on 
United States geographical areas and assigned each brigade to 
dormitory~type tents, 20 persons per tent, constituting approxi- 
mately 45 tents for the Americans. Ru) 







On February. 20, 1970, each brigade was assigned 
renege to six Cubans, that constituting the Cuban leadership 
for each brigade. All of these Cubans were members:of the "UsCc". 
or Young Communist. League of Cuba. The Cubans recognized the member$ 
of the National Committee for the VB as those who constituted the 
American Venere for the VB. Tie Bt individuals included: . 


‘LL — former 
writer for and representative from the Eas t 


Coasts 7 







a Negro male from the Bay area, 
San Francisco, Califernia; : 
x 


in the 
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a white female; 






‘@ Negro female; | (4) 


a white male from Puerto Ricos 


SERIO SET TT 








|_a* white male from New York City: 


= a Negro female, although not a meme 
of the Natio 


nal Committee of the VB was considered to be in a 
agin role” by the Cubans . fA) 


The Cubans seeciias most of the day with the American 
members of the VB but had separate living quarters. R-(4) 


on February oh, 1970, 83 VB members, mostly from 
California, arrived at the camp via Mexico City. @(u) 


On February 27, 1970, a group of 112 VB members mostly 
from the South and Southwest regions of the United States, 
arrived at the camo via Mexico City. These arrivals brought the 
total number of the vB to approximately 687. RAY) 


During the first week in camp the Cubans took photographs 
of each individual VB member, the reason given that the picture 
would appear on an identification card to be given each member. No 
member of the VB received an identification card while in Cuba. 


On Februar and February 28, 1970, a member of the 
BPP by the name of from dakland, California, 
who reportedly hijacked Miami-bound plane to Cuba approximately 


one year ago, visited jfe camp. advised brat he had spent = Ib7c 
one month in a Cuban“jail while the Cubans "checked out his story" 

to determine if he was really politically oppressed in the United 
States. [| stated that he was given a job by the Cubans and 
at the present time he was cutting sugar cane at another camp. EW) 





On February 27, 1970, a speaker who identified himself - 
as a student and a leader of the United PEO ONA EY Front in | 
| 7 2G 
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Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, gave a speech in which he 
stated that plans for a revolution were under way in the Dominican 
Republic, and would be spearheaded by a student rebellion in 

Santo Demage which was scheduled for May 1, 1970. Ge (u) 


Between March.2 and. Os 1970, the Cubans requested the 
Americans to organize a series of lectures for the benefit of 
the Cubans to further educate them aia the imperialsim of 
the United States. 4) 


In connection with the above mentioned program, he 
Americans gave the Cubans the following seminars: 


On March 175 mela a seminar Bepoetne * the Peace Corps 
as a CIA front; 


On March 19, 1970, a seminar exposing the links of the 
United States Government with American universities; 


On April i, 1970, a seminar concerning Blacks pial the 
United States; 


. On Aprti 2, 1970, a seminar concerning GI organizing 
in the United States. — ; 


On March 7, 1970, one person: from each of the 25 brigades 
was to be selected from which five individuals were chosen by the 
Cuban leadership to meet with North Korean, North Vietnamese 
and National Liberation Front of South Vyetnam representatives to. 
set up & rapport and to express mutual solidarity. g) 


On March 12, 1970, a telegram was sent to the Student 
National Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in New York City by the 
VB to express sympathy for the deathof RALPH FEATHERSTONE. SM) 


On’ March 13, 1970, during the anniversary | of the "3th 
of March attack on the Presidential Palace by students, “revolu- 
tionary speakers including a Major in the Cuban Army who was a 
student at the time of the March 13th attack on BATISTA's palace 


@) 
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gave lectures on how important students and young people were to i 
a revolution. These speakers spoke on how the students were 
organized for the revolution, and upon completion of the lectures 
answered questions from members of the VB. Rau) 


On March 15, 1970, the Ambassador of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam to Cuba, NGUYEN MIAH 
PHOUNG, the North Vietnamese Ambassador to Cuba, and a Captain 
VAN DAO of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam spoke 

to the VB members in the camp. These speakers praised the peace : 
demonstrations in the United States and space at length concerning i 
the struggle in Vietnam comparing the valor of the North Vietnamese ‘ 
and National Liberation Front to the atrocities committed by the 1 
Americans. In answer to a question asked by 4 Black member of the 
VB concerning American Black revolutionaries willing to fight in 
Vietnam for the National Liberation Front, Ambassador PHOUNG 
answered that these individuals would not be welcome in Vietnam 
because they have their own struggle to fight in America. eu) 


o Sete seer 


On March 16, 1970, an aide of Ambassador PHOUNG advised | 
members of the VB in the field ‘that a group of North American b 
_ doctors and engineers would make a trip to Hanoi, date unknown, 
to help the Vietnamese rebuild what was destroyed by the Americans. 
This aide also told the VB members that the members of the VB who. 
are American revolutionaries should "play along with the peace 
_.demonstrators, but do their own side acts of bombing and violent : 
activities" and that the peace demonstrators will learn that these ‘ 
violent acts are more effective than demonstrations and will join 
the revolutionaries in acts of terrorism. Zu i 


On March 20, 1970, the Vietnamese returned to the VB camp | 
. for a question and answer period which lasted approximately three 
hours concerning the Vietnam war. The National Liberation Front 
(NLF) representatives advised that in South Vietnam:the Viet Cong 
still control 80 per cent of the hamlets. Ru) 


ss On March 23, 1970, the VB received a banner fromnL_____] 


President of the Young Communist League es Havana..Province, PaTE 


oraised the £) | 
cs | 





for cutting two million aroba of sugar cane. 
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brigade and urged the VB tocontinue in their revolutionary struggle 
and told them "You are. the leaders of the revolution that is about > 
to take place in the United States." (4) 


On March 25, 1970, a press conference was given by 
seven VB members to about 50 representatives of the World Press. 


This press conference last approximat In answer 
to a question from a French reporter, of the National 
Committee of the VB, stated that VB members were not getting . 


any training in guerrilla warfare in Cuba. Alsoin response 
to a question that the American press states that the VB is 
responsible for recent terrorist bombings in the United States, 
replied that there is no relationship to the bombings: 

and with the VB. stated .that the VB is not responsible 
for bombings in the States and that these tombings only | . 
indicate the et Re Pe that is taking place within the United States v 
and that that would have happened even if there was not a VB. e 

in existence. (4) i 


On April 4, 1970, five individuals gave lectures to the 
VB including two Brazilian students who had been held prisoners 
in Brazil but who were released for a kidnapped Japanese counsel. 
These speakers all stressed the point that repression can only be 
- resolved through armed struggle. ae u) 


On April 4, 1970, Premier FIDEL CASTRO visited the camp 
and stated that another wigade of 500 Americans will be organized 
to travel to Cuba this summer to help harvest citrus fruit on the Isle: 
of Youth. . During his four hour speech, CASTRO attacked the use i, 
of drugs and marijuana as being counter-revolutionary and stated a 
no one could be an effective revolutionary while on arugs. Rw) 


On April 5, 1970, the members of the VB were given a 
poker in Havana" where they were able to spend the entire day 
in Havana free from any supervision or Cuban guides. During the 
day approximately 50 Americans in groups of between 8 to 10 
persons tried to visit the People's Republic of China. Embassy. 
The Chinese either refused to answer the door or turned these | 
individuals away at the door, with the exception of two VB members 
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whom they selected at random. It was reported to the VB camp 
by these two individuals that instead of being given the oppor- 
tunity to ask the Chinese questions, they were questioned by 
the Chinese as to American attitudes towards Red China, the 
Soviet Union and Southeast Asia. (&) () 


All of the VB members who visited the North Korean, 
North Vietnamese and the Provisimal Revolutionary Government of 
South Vietnam Embassies were, received cordially and. were able to 
question the Embassy staff. (x J 


Bay 

Also during the free day in Havan many VB members met 
a number of "Gusanos" who are counter-revolutionaries and who told 
the Americans that there was no freedom in Cuba, that the Cubans 
hated the rationing of everything, including beer and ice cream, 
and that they had no free access to anything. The "Gusanos" told 
‘the Americans that they numbered approximately 700,000 people and 
that they were constantly being watched by groups who called 
themselves Committees for Defense of the Revolution. For this 
reason the "Gusanos" stated that they would oe talk against the 

revolution in English. and in open areas. g- (u\ : 


From April 6 to April 20, 1970, the VB was given a tour 
of Cuba designed to show the advances of the Cuban revolution, -.. 
especially in area of education and agriculture and. to show the CH | 
landmark sites where important events of the revolution occurred. Qe | 


While in the VB camp the Americans were constantly exposed 

to propaganda. During lunch and siesta every day between 12:00 noon 
' and 23:30 PMs the loud speakers installed all around ‘the camp would 
play the tapes from the previous night's English language broadcast 
of Radio Havana and the Voice of Vietnam. Radio Havana programs 
were informational programs concerning Cuba and pa aeee 
orientated around the revolution. Cr) 


; The Voice of Tietnai always started out with the number 
of American soldiers killed by North Vietnamese and ‘the NLF forces e 
followed by tapes of American soldiers who were held captive nG@2c j 
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North Vietnam. Some of these tapes were from GIs who stated 

‘that they saw the "error of their ways"; others were the 

"letters home" format where the soldier would relay a personal 
message to his family and state that he was being treated well. 
Other parts of the Voice of Vietnam ogram would counter American 
press releases concerning the war. We (u) 


Every Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday might movies of a 
_ propaganda nature were shown in the camp. Some of these movies 
were Vietnamese films on the war, one showing the North Vietnam 
version of the "TET Offensive." Other movies glorified the 
-Cuban revolution and revolution in general. eeu) 


The camp received a daily delivery of literature from ; 
-Havana. The following publications were included in this 
delivery: 


Grannis, the official organ of the Central’ Committee 
of the ‘Communist Party of Cuba; the Spanish version daily and the 
English version weekly. 


Juventud Revelde, the official organ of the woung 
Communist League (UJC). 


Bohemia, a weekly Cuban magazine. 


. Verde Olivo, which was the Organa do Las Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolutionarias (organ of the revolutionary armed ferce )« (4) 


The following books were passed out to each member of 


“the VB:e 


"This History of An Invasion," 
the Cuban version of the "Bay of Pigs Invasion” a 


"South Vietnam", Cuban journalist version of the 
Vietnamese struggle against American imperialists. 
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‘Also in the camp. there were a few copies of a 

. magazine. called "Tricontinental" containing an article 

entitled "Mini Manual of the Urban Guerrilla”. This article 
outlined a detailed plan of attack for an urban guerrilla, 
including assassination, ambush, bank robberies and bombings. 
This article was made mandatory by the Americans in the sense 
that everyone was asked to comment on it and alm many of the 
Cubans would ask members of the VB what their feelings were 

towards the article. gu) 


During the last two weeks in camp before the Americans 

started on their two week tour of Cuba, Cubans passed out a 
questionnaire for which information was to be obtained for a book 
to be put out by the Cubans on the VB. This questionnaire asked 
for a brief personal history and as to whether an individual 
was a member of or had sympathies for any political organization. 
' Some individuals did not fill out the questionnaire but were 
interviewed by representatives of "Gramma" and which’ interview 
was recorded. ZC) : 


Some American Blacks in the camp attempted a separatist 
moveanent, holding "Black only" caucauses and meetings excluding 
whites from activities and assuming the leadership of the vanguard 
‘of the revolution based. on the fact that it is a "Third World 
Revolution." The Cubans attempted to mend this rift among the 
Americans be asserting that this division was being caused by 
enemy agents who had implanted themselves in the VB.» Uj 


; Approximately 50 members of the Weatherman faction of 

SDS were also isolating themselves for the most part from 

Americans in camp. Weatherman were not successful in 

recruiting for the most part, within the camp and after approximately : 
the third week in the camp, Weatherman members advised the VB 

members that they were going "underground" and were attempting 

no furtherrecruitment. £-(u) 





9 Du 
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The Secorid Contingent of the VB left Cuba at 9:90 PM 
on April 22, 1970, and arrived at St. Johns Harbor, New Brunswick, 
Canada, at 10: 00 PM jon April 27, 1970, aboard the Cuban ship 

"Luis Arcos Bergnes" which docked at Asoo AM on Arpil 28, 1970. 
The passengers aboard the ship consisting of approximately 687 VB 
members began disembarking from the ship at 7:00 AM, where they 
were processed through Canadian customs. C@- u) 


Before the ship docked approximately 200 members of the 
VB expressed an interest in attending demonstrations scheduled for. 
May 1, 1970, in New Haven, Connecticut, in support of the Black 


Panther Party. ge (4) 


These individuals were advised by brigade. leaders to take 
buses from St. John, New Brunswick, Canada, headed for New York 
City because of the fact that there would be no VB buses dispatched | 
directly to New Haven, Connecticut. VB leaders advised that the VB 
would not participate as an organization in New Haven, but that those 
members of the VB who wished to participate as individuals were free 
to do so. [______——C(TC_—Ci*“‘is a Mexican citizen living in the United b7C 
States and a member of the National Committee of the VB, stated the 
reason why the VB would not participate as an organization was 
because of the fact that they had been out of touch politically as 
to what was happening in the United States during the past three 
months and because such a@ move would play into the hands of the 
"Eastland Committee" because it might indicate ade the instructions 
for such a participation came fron Cuba. (x)e Uu 





L-(4 ) . b7D 





A characterization of SYCC 
formerly known as the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee | 
is contained in the appendix 
attached hereto. 
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SKF 


The "Guardian" >» issue of May 9, 1970, on page 4, 
column 3 , contained an article Se nee "Weneeremos Brigade 
Returns" which noted that; 








"The 687 Americans of the second entiktneent of the 
Venceremos Brigade arrived in St. John» Canada, April 28 after 
two months of volunteer canecutting in Cuba's historic 10 million 
ton sugar harvest...The group made up of black, brown and white men 
‘and women ranging in age from 14 to over 60, cut more than 40,000 
tons of sugar cane during their stay.' 


"Guardian" 
May 9, 1970 


C. Third Contingent 


The "Rat", a New York City biweekly underground 
newspaper, in its issue of July 15, August 5, 1970, on page 
28 contained an item captioned "Cuba!" which stated in part as 
follows: 
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"So what will the third Brigade be doing in Cuba? 
Unlike the first two Brigades, which worked in the 10 million 
ton sugar harvest of 1969-70, the 500 members of the third 
Venceremos Brigade will harvest citrus fruit on the Isle of 
Youth. Oranges scarce 11 year ago, are now an important 
Cuban export and are becoming part of the normal Cuban diet. 


"The Brigade will leave the U.S. approximately the last 
week in July and returnabout the third week in September. It will 
consist principally of students -- undergraduate and graduate 
community college and university, as well as students in their 
last year of high school -- and will be ethnically mixed -- 
.black, Puerto Rican, Chicano, white, American Indian, Asian 
‘American, and other third world people of U.S. citizenship. 

In addition, it is hoped that many gay people will be included 

in this brigade. Their applications will be given third waid 

_ status, meaning that they will have priority over white applicants 
whether they themselves are white or third world. 


"Northamericans on the Brigade will be able to dig 

for themselves what it's like to live in a revolutionary socblist 
‘country. They will work hard with their Cuban brothers and sisters. 
They'll live in the Brigade field camp with them, rap with them 
and dig their music and dance. And they'll show the Cubans and 
all the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America that they 
have real friends inside the United States, that there are 
Northamericans ee a fighting movement right in the belly 
of the monster. 


"Rat {ft 
July 17, August 5, 1970 


Source made available a letter directed to 
"All Regional Committees of the Venceremos Brigade", sent 
for the National Committee of the VB and dated 
This letter stated as follows with respect 
to the following items: basic information, selection, interviews, 
regional quotas, money, and related matters: 
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"155 Riverside Drive 
New York, N.Y. 10024 
"TO ALL REGIONAL COMMITTEES OF THE VENCEREMOS BRIGADE: 


"applications and brochures for the third Venceremos Brigade are : 
in the mail to you under separate cover. Both have been changed F 


 gomewhat to reflect our experience with the first two Brigades 





and the different plans for the third Byigade. 
"BASIC INFORMATION 


"The third Venceremos Brigade will work at harvesting citrus 

on the Isle of Youth; living and working arrangements will be the 
same as before. The Brigade will consist of 500 students, two- — 
thirds third world and one-third white, half female and half male. 
It will depart for Cuba approximately the last week in July and f 
return to the U.S. around the middle of September. Some touring 
of the country is included before leaving Cuba, just as before. S 


+ rete TA Se: 


| "SELECTION 


"This is a student Brigade. Non-students can be.:considered for 
future Brigades; please reeruit students only this time. Students 
means. from last year in high school through graduate students, 
including community colleges, four-year colleges, and universities. 
It was decided to make this a student Brigade for several reasons; 
August is the time of year that Cuban students go to the country- 
side to work; the Cubans who will be living and working with the 
third Brigade on the Isle of Youth will be university students.. 
Since students are an important part of the U.S. movement, and 
since most students are not in school during the summer, it was 
decided to bring Northamerican students together with their Cuban 
counterparts on this Brigade. 


"The major problems on the first two trips arose mainly out of 
sloppy selection procedures: unwillingness to work, racist 

. attitudes that came out in all kinds of ways, macho attitudes that 
‘denigrated women, and health problems. In order to tighten up, 

we are asking that regional committees select people provisionally 





4, 
Sa 
eae 


so eegeee 








fess aat: 
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on the basis of the application and an interview. Anyone obviously 
unsuitable for theBrigade should be turned down at this stage. 


EET TEIN rE tae 


"The committee should then get to know the group provisionally 
selected - mainly through working together. The main work of the 
group should be raising the travel money necessary to send 
everybody (at least $200 per person, but more in mme places). 
Certain regions have in the past depended heavily on the New York 
tit and failed their money responsibility completely. That won't 
work any more; every person provisionally selected is going to 
have to devote a lot of time to St ala activities with the 

- regional committee. 


“eta ese is Pee aera re" ERS Te ORS 


deepens seep ae: 


"Problems arising out of racism, male chauvinism, laziness, or 
inability to work within a leadership structure tend to surface as a 
groups works together. It is the collective responsiblity of the re~ 
gional committee and the provisionally selected group to identify — 
these problems openly and confront the people involved. The °° , 
regional committee alone has the responsibility of deciding whether 
someone should be eliminated on the basis of demonstrated attitudes or} 
SohecLousnens unsuitable for the collective working and living - 
‘conditions in Cuba. 


ME goytee sete ee te eee me 


i provisional ‘selections should all be in by June 30 at the very 
latest. Last minute additionals are inappropriate this time, for 

' @ perdd of getting to know applicants by Werkelng with them is part. 
of the selection procedure. 


"There is a new section on the back of this app licatkn form for the 
regional committee to fill out. This was added because tightening 
up was necessary not only in our criteria for selection, but in our 

accountability for those selected as well. For each person inter- 
viewed, please fill out and send along with your list of those 

_ accepted. We will not put anyone on the visa list for whom we do 
not first have the application filled out by him and the committee's 
section completed. 


ee meets oe 


"Send all completed apa sdatains and other visa list information to: 


New York, N.Y. 10016 4 bic 


fe el | : 
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"INTERVIEW GUIDE: SUGGESTED QUESTIONS 


"The following is intended as a guide to help interviewing teams. 
The questions were chosen because they touch on the areas we need 
to know about before selecting a person. 


"1, Do you have any medical problems? Can you still work, every 
.day, despite these problems? Do you have all necessary medications . 
to take with yon? Are you afraid of heights? Can you climb - 
trees? 


"2. Do you have any legal problems (including non-citizenship)? 
How do you'plan to resolve them? By what date can you definitely 
have them worked out? > 


"2. For men - Do you think women on the Brigade can do their fair 
share of the work? Would you be uncomfortable if the leader of your 
work brigade was a women? For women - Do you think you'll be 

able to do- your fair share of the work? 


"h For whites - Have you ever taken orders from @ black man or 
woman? A Chicano or Chicana? A Puerto Rican? Do you think you 
would feel uncomfortable following the leadership of a third world. 
person? Are you willing to follow orders from whatever person is 
delegated as leader of your group, even if you don't decide on 
‘the leadership (male or female, black, brown, white,red, yellow, 
Cuban or Northamerican)? Develop further questions about following. 
leadership in. general and third world leadership in particular 

‘and about relations between the third world leadership in par- 
ticular, and about relations between thiniworld people and whites, 
based on the sap eriange of the Brigades. 
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ie ots you ever done lerd physical work? are you prepared to do it ; 
over Soe in both sun or in rain, even when you feel tired, sore, 
or s tghtly sick? 


"6. Can you live with whites, blacks, latinos, Asians, Indians, 
men, women? Have you thought about it? How will you deal with 
hassles that’ come Up (give examples)? 
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"7, Are you prepared to Spend midst ‘of the rest of your time from 
now until August with Brigade people, learning preparing for the 
trip, and raising money for travel expenses? Are you willing to 
contribute more than your own travel expenses? 


"8. Are you prepared to do without dope for the entire time you're 
‘there? Would you pledge not onlynot to take any with you, but alge 
not to accept any even in offered - and to deal effectively with 

. anyone who did bring it? Only an agent would risk (bse ene): up the 
Brigade by bringing dope. How would you react if you found someone 
with dope or acid? Would you stop it? 


"9. Have you ever lived communally? Have you thought snub 
what it means to live communally with people you don't know, some 
.Oof whom younay not like? © 


"10. What political experience have you had? Groups worked with? 
(Get names, addresses, phone numbers of contacts in order to check 
background and get other people'opinions of applicant. ) 


‘11. How do you relate to people with different Lie aes ideas? 
Different political levels? 


"12. Do you think stealing from Brigade eanwie is the same as 
stealing from people here? What would you do if things were 
being stolen from your tent? What would you do if you knew 
of someone who was stealing? 


"13. Have youbegun to learn Spanish? Have you been reading about 
Cuba? 


"QUOTAS 

"Regional quotas are listed below, giving the number of people 
that should come from each region after all the dropping out 
and weeding out. 


Northeast 
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Massachusetts - 50 
Boston 20) 
New Bedford 3 
Springfield 2 


Connecticut = 20 
New Haven 10) 
Hartford 5) 
College towns 5). 


Other - 5 
fea Vermont, New Hampshire 
‘Rhode Island) 


Mid-Atlantic 


New York State - 100 
i. York City 75) 


Upstate 25) 


Maryland - 15 
Baltimore 8) 
Campuses 7) 


New Jersey - 20 
Newark 25 ) 
Other N. Jersey 5) 
South Jersey 10) 


Washington, D.C. - 10 

-Pehnsylvania - 30 
Philadelphia 15) 
Pittsburgh 10) 
College towns 5) 


_ Delaware - 5 
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"Suggestions: 


"1, Set up small gatherings in the homes of parents and their 
friends for Brigadistas to talk about Cuba, show slides, and ask 
for money. Ask each person to contribute an amount based on their 
means (e.g. $25 from a working paere who lives in a middle-class 
ca ada! 


"2, Identify parents/friends who cae the Brigade and ask them to 
throw a fund-raising party: Use imagination in making guests want 

to part with their money - good food, drinks (for a reals a 
films, poster/machete/straw hat auctions, music. 


"3, Show Cuban, Vietnamese, or U.S. films distributed by Newsreel. 
Chargeadmission and make a strong pitch for extra contributions. 


"NN. Have individuals commit themselves to putting the squeeze 

on parents, friends, relatives, acquaintences for a specified 
amount. People should be able to get $10, to $25 EEO any persen 
, Who | ean afford it and is at ail simpaticc. 


"5S. Go to work. Wash dishes, pump gas, drive a cab, wait on tables, 
be a messenger, do es and contribute the money to the collective’ 
pot. 


"6. Rent the film "Ridel" for one se idiais (@ $250 if you claim that. 
you are not charging admission) and show it 2 - 3 extra times in 3 
nearby locations. For info write: New York Review Presentations, 
250. West 57th Street, New York, New York 10019. 


iPhose who are capable of raising/contributing more money 

than others should use their more fortunate circumstances to -help 
develop their sense of collective responsibility. Checks should. 
be made payable to the Venceremos Brigade and sent to me at 

the above address. 


"PTC, 


"I'll let you know as soon as travel arrangements have been made.. 
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Midwest 
Illinois = 30 : 
Chicago 25) 
Downstate 3) 
Ohio - 15 
Cleveland 5) 
Akron-Dayton-Antioch 5 
Columbus-Cincinnati 5 
Wisconsin - 20 i, 
- (Milwaukee 10) 
(Madison 10) 
Indiana - 5 | 
Iowa = 4 
Minnesota - 5 


Missouri - 6° 


West Coast - 125 


Southwest - 50 
Southeast - 50 


"MONEY 


"The Venceremos Brigade collectivel owes $10,000 - all of it 
already spent on sending and bringing back the first two Brigades. 
Six thousand of that was lent to us against the money Simon & . 
Shuster will give the Brigade when we hand over the manuscript 

for the Brigade book based on people's Cuba diaries. The remaining 
$4,000, lent to us by generous and trusting individuals,. 

must be repaid through fund-raising. The responsibility is 
collective. Each region must set a money-raising goal considerably 


above whatever their people will need for travel. Each person 
already gone to 
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Meanwhile, see that everyone provisionally selected eee & passport, 
@& smallpox vaccination recorded on the yellow ‘International 

' Certificates of Vaccination,' a tetanus shot, if under 21 two. 
copies of a notarized letter from parents authori zing travel to 
Mexico or Canada and a Mexican tourist card. 


"Tf you have not been contacted recently by the member of the 


National Committee assigned to your se let me know 
ae My phone numbers are (home) and[ bIC 


(work). Or write. 


"We have heard that the FBI has been making visits: Advise your 
people to say they have nothing to say except in the presence 

of their attorney. If you could gend me a report on the FBI/govt. 
activity with respect to Brigadistas, that would be helpful. 


be E left anything aM or if you have any Sent Ones write 
or phone. 


W ' 





BLE 


For the National Committee 
Of the Venceremos Brigade 
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Source made available the following documents 
concerning the third contingent of the VB, namely VB application 
form for the student brigade, August, 1970, statement of the 
VB Student Brigade, Summer, 1970, and an item captioned, 
"Venceremos Brigade, Documents You Will Need". These 


: aie 


items are set forth as follows: 


b7] 


O 











NL Lvv-s2.00y945 | 


(@eceam0s 3 BRIGADE APPLICATEY F ORM 


Student Buigaden—hugua® s 1970 





ADDRESS SEX 


PHONE. ALTERNATE PHONE - RACE 





Are yousa US Citizen? (US Govt will: deny re-entry to non-citizms 
Marital Status If married, is husband/wife applying for 
brigade? : Do you speak Spanish? _ How well? If you 
don't speak Spanish, are you prepared to learn | . 

If you are under 21, can you get parental permission to travel? 
(You need notarized letters authorizing you to travel in ee, 

and Mexico) 

Do you have any legal problems that could prohibit travel? 


Are you prepared to obey all Cuban laws? (Marijuana and all forms 
of drugs are illegal in Cuba.) 


Do you have any physi¢al or mental problems that could keep you from -. 
doing DAILY work in the fields? (EG: allergies orasthma, susceptible ~ 
to severe heat, burn easily, fear of heights, etc.) 

| Name and Address of School 

Major Subject. , Year or grade, 


Extra curricular activities | 


Work experience and/or current job | 





REFERENCE: Can youlist one or more persons familiar with your 
‘school, work or political activities? 


Name Address Phone 


SEND ORIGINAL APPLICATION FORM TO: SEND TWO. COPIES TO: 
Venceremos Brigade Venceremos Brigade 
933 Channing Way PO Box 643 


- Berkeley, California 94710 Cathedral Station 
~ New York, New York 
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Student Brigade ‘-- Summer 1970 ~ 


1970 is the year of the historic Ten Million Ton Sugar 
Harvest in Cuba. This harvest represents the culmination of 100 
years of struggle against colonialism and neo-colonialism. Young: 
people from the United States have participated in this ‘ 
historic harvest, and while helping the Cuban people:move forward 
have gained valuable insights into the Cuban society--as well as our 
own. For this reason, the Venceremos Brigade continues. 


The Cuban Revolution is about hard work: collective work, §;° 
volunteer labor, vanguard brigades of those who do more than their : 
share of work. It's about cutting cane, planting rice, weeding coffee” 
plants, digging holes to plant citrus trees, picking the ripe fruit. 
Through this work the Cuban people are struggling to develop their 
country. To do this, they have found they must create a new man, — 

a man with communist consciousness. "Communism," says Fidel, "cer- 
tainly cannot be established if we do not create abundant wealth. 

the way to do this, in our opinion, is not by creating political 
awareness with money or wealth, but by creating wealth with political © 
awareness. ar 


Cubans. set out to prove this by making all extra work, and 
the hardest work of cutting cane, voluntary. There are no financial 
or material incentives for this work in Cuba -- only the knowledge 
that more work means a better life for all Cuban people: 


At the end of July, 500 more young Anerleanss—this time 
primarily students--will go to Cuba to help the Cuban people develop 
their country and to learn from the Cuban Revolution. They will go 
to. the Isle of Youth, for in Cuba as in the United States, youth is 

-the vanguard of the Revolution, and it is by working with the youth 
that we can learn the most about Cuba. On the Isle of Youth, for- 
_merly the Isle of Pines, young people work developing new fields of 
agriculture of replace barren, desolate wasteland. Where one the 
only interruption of uncultivated land was gambling casinos, whore 
houses, dope smuggling and prisons, there are now young people at 
work, planting new crops, developing new strains of cattle, trying 

out new techniques. 


Cuban youth is at the front lines in the fight to overcome 
economic backwardness. Brigade members working alongside them will 
experience firsthand the creation of this new society. 


The Brigade will consist of Asians, Blacks, Le eee Indiang,« 
Latinos and Whites. It will leave for Cuba at the end of July and 
return in time for school in the last weeks of September. Members of » 
the Brigade will live in dormitory tents alongside their Cuban = 
companeros. Early each morning they will arise with the sun, to go 
out for a hard day's work in the fields. During breaks and in the 
evenings, there will be discussions, talks, films and relaxation. 
The experience with living with and getting to know some of the most 
revolutionary youth in the world today. 





The Brigade is open to all who are willing to demonstrate 
their solidarity with the Cuban Revolution by putting in six weeks 
of hard work on the Isle of Youth. For students, it may well be 
the most important educational experience you have ever had. 


VENCEREMOS 
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DOCUMENTS YOU WILL NEED 


1. PASSPORTS are needed to leave Mexico for Cuba: and 
to re-enter Canada. You should apply for yours right awa There 
is a passport office at the New Federal Building ae Los Angeles 
Street and Temple. They cost $10. You will need photographs 
when you apply and they must be obtained from an authorized passport 
photographer. There are several studios in the vicinity of the 
' New Federal Building. You can get them on the same iday and they 
cost about $5. 


You will need an official copy of your pirth certificate 
when you apply for your passport. If you don't have one, write 
to the Department of Vital Statistics of the state you were born 
in. Hospital certificates of birth are NOT acceptable = only 
official CERTIFIED copies of your birth certificate will be 
accepted. 


2. A SMALLPOX VACCINATION is necessary. You need to have 
an International Health Card stamped by the person giving you the 
_vaecination. The cane can be a at the Hepanremens of 
Health. . 


3. MEXICAN TOURIST CARD can be obtained (for free) at 
any Western ATriines office, at the Mexican Consulate on North 
Main Street near Olvera Street, or at the Mexican Government 
Tourism Department at 3108 Wilshire Boulevard. Just tell them 
that you're planning to go. to Mexico in the near future. 


4, Bring your birth certificate AS WELL AS your paeenerh 
on the trip. f 


5. If you are under 1 years old, you will need a 
NOTARIZED letter from your parents or guardian giving you permission 
o enter into and travel through Mexico and Canada. If you are 
under 21, you cannot go on the Brigade without that letter! 


VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 
P.O. Box 3808 
Hollywood Station 
Hollywood, California 
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- Source advised ‘that 401 individuals left the United 
States at Calais, Maine on August 24, 1970 to depart from St. 
John, New Brunswick, Canada for Cuba-aboard the Cuban vessel 


"Conrado Benitez." 
De 


The August 31 and September 1, 1970 issue of "Gramma” 
self-described as the official organ of the Communist Party of 
Cuba contained two articles regarding the arrival of the third 
group of the VB in Cuba. Thesearticles are set forth as follows: 





"NEW REPLACEMENTS FOR VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 
ARRIVE IN HAVANA TODAY 


"The third group for Venceremos Brigade, made up 
of 405 young people from the United States and Latin American 
residents in the United States, will arrive today at the Port of 
Havana, aboard the ‘Conrado Benitez ' who will dock at Pier 1. 


"This group left via the port of St. Sonn, Canada 
on August 24th and after a short stay in Havana, whey will go 
on to the Isle of Enes, aboard the 'Jibacoa!. 


"While on the Isle of Pines, the group will work 
with citrus crops. The two previous groups of Vencremos 
Brigade worked. on the sugar crop." 


"ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME BY PEOPLE OF HAVANA 
FOR THIRD GROUP FOR VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 


"The people of Havana gave a warm reception to the 
third group of Vencremos Brigade members who arrived here 
yesterday, aboard the 'Conrado Benitez,' coming from the 
Canadian port of St. John. They were welcomed officially 
by members of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
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J 


cof Cuba, Majors JESUS MONTANE OROPESA, Minister of Communi- 
cations; MANUEL FINEIRO LOSADA, Assistant Minister of 
“Interior; and Captain JOSEL CHAVECO, Minister of Merchant 
Marine and Ports; along with ORLANDO FUNDORA, head of the 
Commission for Revolutionary Orientation; and JAIME ans 
First Secretary of the Union of Young Communists. 


"There aré 405 young people in the group, made up 
of United States citizens and Latin Americans residing in the 
United States. They will remain for four weeks, doing farm 
work in the citrus areas on the Isle of Pines, working with 
a delegation of young Cubans. 


. "The Brigade will travel aboard the 'Jibacoa! to 
the Isle of Pines. 


"Gramma" 
August 31, 1970. = 
September l, 1970 


D. General 


lo 1 





cope § 


On February 5, 1970, the VB had a film snowing in 
Wohlman Auditerium, Columbia University. The film entitled 
"Fidel" dealt with the progress Cuba had made since CASTRO's 
takeover and was shown in Spanish with English subtitles. 
Admission to the auditorium was $2.00 and in the two showings 
(one at 8:00 PM and one at 10:00 PM) an estimated 1500 to 1800 
people attended. 
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On May 12, 1970, there was a benefit for the VB at 
AU, NYC. The benefit was set up to help defray the expenses 
of getting mail out of bond in Canada and pay for the actual 
mail being brought to people back in the United. States who 
had.been to Cuba and could not bring back certain items in the 
United States with them. The program consisted of lectures 
and talks by people who had been to Cuba with the Second 
Contingent. Several anti-United States and pro~ ~Hanoi and pro- 
Cuba propaganda films were shown. 


















lowe 
b2 
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A fiesta or day of solidarity for Cuba was held at 
Tompkins Square Park, New York, New York, from 4:00 PM to 
10:00 PM on July 26, 1970. The activity consisted of music,. 
films, poetry reading and some speeches. The group in the 
park contained an estimated 500 people. Among the groups repre- 
sented at this affair was the VB and the YWLL who each had tables 
set up to sell or distribute literature. 


Cp) em 


The "Rat", issue of May 8—21, 1970 on page 7 contained an 
item captioned "Tnvasion" which stated in part thats ee 








-The Cuban people are “responding to US bewhene ion 
by Pine in the biggest harvest of their history. We, too, 
have our response. We pledge to publicize by every, means available 
the history of CIA and Pentagon attempts to wreck the 
economy, assassinate the leaders, and destroy the Revolution of the 
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Cuban reople. For each act of aggression by the United States 
government or its mercenaries, we will respond with an act of 
friendship by the American people. For each Cuban worker who 
must be mobilized to defend his country, we pledge to send a 
medical book, &@ scientific journal, or a technical manual. 


"On the eve of the victorious return of the second 
Venceremos Brigade -- which cut over seventy-five million pounds 
of sugar cane -- we are prepared to meet this pledge. A third 

- Venceremos Brigade is being organized. This brigade will be 
made up of five hundred students from all over the country 

who will work alongside young Cubans, in the month of August, in the 
‘citrus fields on the Isle of Youth. There will be another trip 
‘in December for non-students and those who did not return to 
school or want to drop out. For information on the third and 
fourt Venceremos Brigades write: to: The Brigade, Box 643, 
Cathedral Station, New York 10025. Like the 903 members of the 
first two brigades, these young Americans will also demonstrate 
that there is 'no blockade! strong enough to keep casei those 
people who are fighting for a better world. 


"VENCEREMOS BRIGADES 

BOOKS FOR CUBA- 

CUBAN HEALTH EXCHANGE 

NATIONAL INFORMATION NETWORK ON LATIN AMERICA 
(NINOLA ) 

COMMITTEE OF RETURNED VOLUNTEERS 

NEW UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE 


"BOOKS FOR CUBA is collecting books, mainly scientific and 
technical, that are of value for Cuba. Mailing addresses for 
books and a detailed list of books needed are available for 
BOOKS FOR CUBA, c/o National Information Network on Latin 
America (NINOLA), F O Box 548, Cathedral Station, New York 
10025.' 


"Rat tt 
May 8, 1970 


A characterization of the CRV is 
contained in the appendix attached 
hereto. «> 3 
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III, CONNECTION AND AFFILIATION WITH 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


A. Casa De Las Americas (CDLA } 


A characterization of the CDLA 
.is contained in the Appendix 
attached hereto. . 
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On March 14, 1970, a cocktail party was given at 
the CDIA honoring members of the VB. About 60 persons attended 


this affair. FH (RW) | 
(TD xm &, 


On March 14, 1970, there was a gathering at the CDLA 
in honor of the returning members of the VB. In addition to the 
CDLA members ie 4) (u) were about 100 members of the VB 


at this affair. 
(4) v2 
— bID 


On March 14, 1970, the CDIA held a buffet- ‘dance to 
honor the people who went to make up part of the VB that had 
. gone to Cuba to help with the sugar harvest. There were over 
100 persons at the CDLA most of whom were friends of the 
"Brigedistas" as they were called in Spanish. There was a 
short welcoming speech on behalf of the club and then the 
dias was turned over to members of the VB. A young woman 
spoke in behalf of the VB mentioning the fact that she had. 
received a telephone call from a leader of the Brigade presently 
in Cuba assuring her that they were well into the cutting of 
their quota of sugar cane and that they hoped to surpass the 
production of the previous Brigade. The young female speaker 
announced the formation of a car pool caravan to travel to 
Canada to meet the ship that would bring back to the United 
States the members of the Brigade presently in Cuba and took 
up a collection from among those present that evening to help 
cover the cost of hiring buses for the return of the VB members 
presently in Cuba to the United States. During the aforementioned 
speech about 25 persons, believed to be affiliated with the VB, 
sang Cuban revolutionary songs in Spanish that they had learned 


while in Cuba. eu) 








RK) 
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On March 21, 1970, the VB held an affair to raise 
funds at the CDLA to pay for the buses that will bring back 
those presently in Cuba. About 160 members of the VB attended 
this affair and there was a showing of motion pictures and 
some slides. The money raised from this affair was from the 
price Bcgyay a collection, and profits on what they 


sold. a) 
(CT) ew 


On March 22, 1970, the members of the CDLAheld a 
gathering at their club to honor the returning members of the 
VB. There were approximately 75 members of the VB present at 
this affair at which slides, films and short talks were. presented 
to exemplify the work done by the Brigade while in Cuba. g4) 


(CD) ey 
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On the evening of April 30, 1970, there was a meeting 
_of the CDLA in New York City attended by 200 persons consisting 
mainly of individuals who had visited Cuba with the VB. Most 
of the speakers talked about their recent experiences in Cuba . 
and the group was advisedthat bus trips would be available to 
New. Haven during the weekend of May lst to May 3rd in order to 
attend the demonstrations in support of the members of the 
BPP. Present at the meeting was the wife of the Cuban Ambassador 
RICARDO ALARCON who came to the meeting alone. 

ng alone. @-(@Yu) 


S& (Cu) 


On May 7, 1970, there was a meeting of the VB at 
the CDLA which was attended by an estimated 130 members of the 
VB. Those in attendance talked about the next Brigade that would 
go to Cuba and signatures were collected on two separate sheets--- 
one for those present who went to Cuba, and the other for those 


present who did not go. ay © OD) ; 
C7 ww 


On May 30, 1970, there was an affair in honor of the 
VB held at the CDLA. The affair was a failure because (x the 
expected 200 people only a small percentage showed up. (&) RX) 


CD xe 


At an affair held at the CDLA on May 30, 1970, to 
greet members of the VB who had recently returned from Cuba 
very few people showed up. However, color slides were shown 
which had been taken in Cuba during the stay of the Second 
Contingent in Cuba and it was announced that the ig) (3) oo 
of the VB would be composed mainly of students. 





— Ku) 
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On July 21, 1970, at the CDLA in New York City, there 
was a meeting of the VB. About 150 persons were in attendance 
at this meeting at which there were five Cuban delegates who 
were then participating at a youth conference being held at 
the United Nations in New York City. The délegates stated that 
they wanted to have this meeting with members of the VB in order 
to discuss the sugar cane harvest and something about politics 


in America. — BAR)“ 
L(x) 


B. Young Socialist Alliance (YSA 


A characterization of the YSA 
is contained in the Appendix 
attached hereto. 


On May 2,and 3, 1970, an Ohio Regional denferenee 
of the YSA was held in the Ohio State University Student Union 
Buildin 7 0nio State University campus, Columbus, Qhio, with 
about ersons present at this conference. During ig the conference, 
gave a talk to those assembled about the trip he 

m uba.in February, 1970, with the VB for a period 
of @ight weeks. Among the things that [—] mentioned during 
his talk was that seminars were held nightly while he was in 
Cuba; that there was a Korean and Vietnamese Brigade present 
while he was there; that the Weatherman faction of SDS who went 
with the VB wanted to hear that violence was the only way to 
revolution, but that the Vietnamese indicated that mass 
demonstrations were the way to revolution (7 } indicating DIC 
that the Vietnamese view is the belief of the YSA); that there 
would be another VB trip to Cuba in August, 1970, to pick 
oranges; and that he made reference to Cuba's “agie of Youth" 


as being the first real Communist society. 
[)) kw) 
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Source made available a letter addressed to All 
Or nizers National Committee Members and Members-at- e of 
dated signed "Comradely, a 
. This letter is Set forth bIC 


—_ 


“as follows: 
"Dear Comrades, 


"Plans for a third Venceremos Brigade have been 
announced. This Brigade is to help pick fruit on the Isle of 
Youth, and is scheduled to LAB the U.S. at the end of July and 
return in mid- ~September. 


"On June 9, the National Executive Committee discussed 
ue Brigade and adopted the following position on YSA partied pation 
in the Brigade: we are not sending a YSA delegation on this 
Brigade and are strongly discouraging any comrades from going, 
for three reasons. 


"1. If any comrades went, they would miss the Socialist 
Activists and Educational Conference on August 8-15. This conference 
will be extremely important in preparing our movement for inert 
activities this fall and all comrades should plan. to attend. 


"2. One of our main considerations in sending ySAers 
to Cuba has always been their ability to become informed enough 
about Cuban society to speak.publicly with the authority that 
comes from real knowledge of Cuba. Based on the stated plans 
for this Brigade .and on reports from the comrades who went on the 
last one, people who go spend the vast majority of their time 
helping harvest, having little contact with any Cubans other than 
those assigned to the Brigade. Brigade members are:not able to 
._ travel throughout Cuba and become more than superficially 
familiar with various aspects of Cuban life. 


"3. There are limitations on the amount of fruitful 
contact work that can be done on the Brigade itself, due to its 
political composition. Many of the people who went on the two 





6. 
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"previous Brigades were unaffiliated ultralefts, political 
Opponents such as members of the Young Workers Liberation League, 
etc. We have no indications that this Brigade will be significantly 
different. 


“Por ySAers, tripe to Cuba have always been viewed as 
political assignments, with the primary objective of facilitating 
our propaganda in defense of the Cuban revolution. For the reasons 

stated above, we feel that the disadvantages of participating in 
this Brigade outweight any gains that might be made. 


"If locals or at-large members feel, for some pressing 
“reason, that any exceptions should be made in the policy of not. 
participating in the Brigade, the N.O. must be informed. [In no 
case should members of the YSA cee, or go on the cite without 
informing the National Office." 


7 | , b2 
| | KU) b7D 
C. Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) , . 


The July, 1969 issue of "New Left Notes", self- described . 
as a publication of the SDS, 1608 West Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, carried the following article on Page two under the 
caption Venceremos Brigade: 


"Applications for the Venceremos Brigade are now 
available from the NO and from the National Executive Committee 
of the Venceremos Brigade. Everyone interested in applying 
should write now for an application to the NO or to the Brigade. 
No bulk mailings of applications will be sent out; regional 
offices and chapters will not get applications to hand out. 

The address of the Brigade is: BRIGADE, Post Office Box 643, 
Cathedral sicdieala New York, New York, 10025". 


"New Left Notes" 
July, 1969 
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A source made available a copy of a one page leaflet 
issued by the Weatherman faction of SDS regarding the VB. 
Within the outline of the letters spelling the word "Cuba - 
is for the living". was carried the following legend: 


"Venceremos Brigade, International Revolution, The 
Struggle against Imperialism, takes many forms. In. VIETNAM | 
it's the gun, in CUBA it's the machete - the tool which will . 
bring about economic independence for the Cubans. YOU can join 
them in their determined struggle to harvest 10 million tons 
of sugar this year 1969- 70. 


"Phe entire country is mobilizing for their liberation 
Prom U.S. dominance and for the creation of a communist society. 
_ 216 young Americans black, brown and white, have been living & 
working with Cubans since last November. 


“Dhey, along with revolutionary workers from Vietnam 
are for 2 months experiencing life in the first Free Territory 
of the Americas. 800 more will take their place at the end of 
January '70. The Brigade is open to you & all who want to show 
their solidarity with the Cuban people. Fidel & Che know that 
their freedom rested on the freedom of all the people. 


b2 
"Join Us! VENCEREMOS We Will Win?! oa '. BID 





"call 365- 





On February 12, 1970, the Cuban cattle freighter 
"Luis Arcos Bergnes" was docked in the harbor of St. John, 
New Brunswick Province, Canada. This ship was returning from 
Cuba the First Contingent of the VB. This group numbered 
approximately 216 Americans who were returning to the United 
States via Candda. The ship was also waiting to take on board 
approximately ge Americans who constituted the Second Contingent 
of the VB to travel to Cuba to assist the Cubans in their harvest 


of sugar cane. Ru) 





AK 7 
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In order to facilitate matters for the Canadian 
Immigration and Customs officials and the Cuban ship officers. 
handling the boarding of the second group of the VB, 4 warehouse 
at the harbor terminal was utilized as a general meeting hall for 
the returning Americans and for those in preparation to leave. @ (4) 


The warehouse facility enabled the Americans from 

the First Contingent and the Americans from the Second Contingent 
to meet and_an stions of interest to each group. During 
the meeting @ leader of the Weatherman faction of SDS, 
was meeting with members of the Weatherman from both groups, 
those returning from Cuba and those preparing to go to Cuba. 

meeting with the Weatherman returning from Cuba was to 
inform them of the new policies established by the Weatherman 
for their organization in the United States during the past bic 
two and one half months thatthe First Contingent of the VB spent 
in Cuba. ee met to ascertain from this group the amount 
of success e Weatherman had in recruiting Americans to the 
Weatherman philosophy whilé in Cuba. mae er instructed those 
Weatherman in the process of traveling to Cuba what he thought 
were the best_technidues for recruiting new members for the 
Weatherman. Sapa ry a Weatherman member, was placed in 
charge of Weathe ye Regrul thie while in Cuba wth the Second 
Contingent of ; the vB. -(u) ero 


‘While the Weatherman groups met with each atieee, 


' Other members of the First Contingent of the VB were cautioning 


individuals of the Second Contingent to be prepared for a 
Weatherman recruiting drive while they were in Cuba. The 
reaction of most of the 216 Americans returning from Cuba to. 
the Weatherman was largely negative. Many of these individuals 
stated that they resented the fact that the Weatherman came to 
Cuba to recruit Americans and not to express solidarity with 
the Cuban revolution. Other Americans stated that they were 
politically opposed to the Weatherman philosophy. Gu) 
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When the ship departed Canada and during the trip to 
Cuba, the non Weatherman members of the Second Contingent 
discussed what strategy they would employ to counter the 
Weatherman recruiting drive. Many of the VB members feared 
that the Weatherman would not work in the sugar fields in Cuba 
and thus give the VB a bad name since it was obvious their 
primary purpose of making the trip was to recruit Americans and 
not out of any commitment to the Cuban socialist struggle. 
During this trip many Weatherman and non Weatherman members 
argued bitterly over political philosophy. g(u) 


After arriving in Cuba and once the VB camp was set 

up the Americans were divided into sub brigadesbased primarily 
on geographical areas, thereby splitting up the Weatherman faction 
which numbered approximately fifty individuals out of a total of 
approximately 687 Americans in the camp. For the first three 
. weeks in camp the Weatherman tried to recruit Americans without 
much success. During the third week in camp the Weatherman held 
a meeting after which they announced that they were attempting 
no further recruitment among VB members and that the Weatherman 
as an organization was going "underground" and would operate 

totally as an underground SrgeOleeyion upon their return to the . 
United States. Au) 


Weatherman members participated for the most part in 
cane cutting and cultural and educational activities with the 
brigade with as much enthusiasm as non Weatherman members. @, (u) 


While in Cuba the Weatherman did not distribute any 
Weatherman literature in camp nor prepare any special statements 
on behalf of the: Weatherman. Cm) 


During their stay in Cuba, the Weatherman tried to 

- establish a friendly relationship with the black members of the 

VB. The majority of the blacks rebuffed the Weatherman and those 
who were aware of the Weatherman philosophy disliked.them intensely. 
Many of the blacks, during political CO ) 
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would state that Weatherman type thinking was responsible for 
increasing oppression against black militants in the United 

States. The attitude that the black members of the. VB had 

against the Weatherman increased tensions between the blacks 

and whites in the camp and also increased the tension between white 
non Weatherman members and the Weatherman. 


—S Ka) 





D. Alternate University (AU) 
A characterization of AU is 


contained in the Appendix attached 
hereto. 


A "Welcome Home Party" for the VB was held at AU 
‘on May 29, 1970, at which approximately: 300 elcid were in 


attendance. Cc | 5) on : 





E. Communist Party, United States 


of America (CP, USA ) 


It was reported that several CP youth members from 
around the country were planning to travel to Cuba with the VB 
to cut sugar for a two month period and that the CP, USA was 
paying the expenses of CP youth members. 





F. Center for Marxist Education (CME (4) 


A characterization of the CME 
is contained in the Appendix 
attached hereto. 
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On March 6, 1970, LESLIE CAGAN, who went to Cuba 
with the First VB Contingent, gave an illustrated slide talk 
at the CME, 29 West 15th Street, New York City. Thetalk was 
“pure propaganda" and the pictures were carefully selected to 
present an appealing image. During the affair, LESLIE CAGAN 
managed to deride America and to extoll Cuba. : 










IV.: PROPAGANDA VALUE TO CUBAN GOVERNMENT 


lone 








go 


—e La) 37 


, Source made available the text of a Cuban radio 
broadcast given on April 25, 1970, to the Cuban people by 
members of the VB. In the-broadcast entitled "On the 10 Million 
Trail" the following statements were made: 


"They began by saying: | Revolutionary Comrades, our 
departure for the United States is the beginning of a new 
struggle and we leave taking a new level of political consciousness 
with us to the heartland of imperialism itself, to what we call 
‘'The Babylon of the 20th Twentieth Century'. We leave this 
statement as a testimony of our undying love and gratitude to 
the people of Cuba, who have greeted us with a friendship that 
we have never known in our own land. Now the time has come to 
say farewell, but we know that revolutionaries never say good-bye, 
for they will always welcome each other in any battle panes waged 


for the mphAwy of mankind. 

-65- i 
if ain ee NES ; rt rf 
i ME et a it 








NY 100-166943 


."Further on in their statement, the Brigaders have 
said: We have seen the liberation of the boundless energy of 
the people in their battle of the great 10 ten million ton 
Zafra which will mark a year wherein an entire people will 
begin leaving underdevelopment behind. We have also seen, here 
in Cuba, the liberation of the human spirit to an extent where 
the potential socialism can be seen not as a theory or a dream 
but as a reality. And with this new understanding we find a 
new .optimism and a new dedication. We. are returning to the U.S. 
dedicating ourselves to the struggle for somethirg that is real. ; 
That is positive, that is worthwhile--the struggle for socialism. : 
The harvest, once the symbol of Cuba's (?oppression), was . 
transformed into the tool that is destroying imperialism, and 
the activities of the women in the Zafra have taken the revolution 
to an even higher level, since women are being recognized as an 
inseparable part of the struggle. It heightens the consciousness 
of North American women to see the women of Vietnam and Cuba 


active in the military forces and in full is car a ed in all 
the areas of struggle. 


“then the statement from the Venceremos Brigade to 

the Cuban peoplesaid: There are many Cubans who because of their 
concern for us want to know what will happen upon our return to 
the United States. They ask whether we will be put in jail or 
face the kind of political repression that has been put:on the 
Black Panther Party, Rap Brown, The Young Lords, or Reyes Tijerina. 
Already we had heard that Senator Eastland, who refers to us as 
‘Missiles of Terrorism', is attempting to instigate legislation 
that will prevent us from re-entering the United States, but 

this does not deter us, the statenent continues, because we know 
that these are only the whimpers of an impotent old man speaking 
for a moribund capitalist society. The United States has already 
imposed an economic blockade on Cuba. Now it attempts to 
blockade our minds to keep us from knowing the truth about 

itself and Cuba. Think for a moment. Which can stand the 

test of truth better--Cuba or the United States? And after 

having met with the Vietnamese, the Koreans, with revolutionaries 
‘from Africa and Latin America, we can now apply one of the many — 
lessons of Che when he said: "What to do the danger or the. 


1 


-66- 
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a aaltepet Napa of a man or of a nation matter when the destiny 
of ‘humanity is at stake? 


i ithe Brigaders. ebnalada ‘their. message to: the aubai: 


oe with these words. Your greatest gift to us has been 


' your example of a revolution at work. Cuba is not only 
consolidating its own revolution, but it is creating a.future . 
a future; ideal for the people of the world. You have made us — 
. strong, for. that example has given us the hope that we too can 
‘struggle and win. We salute you, the Cuban people, as we’ try . 


to learn and to follow your example of courageous struggle 


; * Muerte, Verigefemos " 


Los Diez Millones van. eave La Victory bea ee | 0. 


(—_) eee | bE 


Bh BG 
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Source made available a translati of tape recordings 


concerning a question and answer period and interview with FIDEL 
CASTRO by VB members while in Cuba. A summary of the material 
is set forth below: w (uv) 








O 


"The question-and-answer period is opened by Castro, 
who encourages those present to ask questions. He mentions 
that there are some 80 political as well as cultural organizations 
represented in the Brigade. He explains that the United States 
has so many problems, and these are so complex, that there will 
never be a solution but that rather a combination of many solutions 
will have to be achieved, while Cuba can solve its own problems. 
It will develop its own economy, social structure, etc. without. 
the help of the United States. The U.S. is not needed. The 
Americans have taught Cuba to live without them. KV) 


"Castro advises the young people to maintain the 
inconformity that made them revolutionaries; to make the. 
greatest effort possible, whether victorious or not; to develop. 
_ their intelligence as much as possible. He quotes Marx and telis (u 
them that they must be optimists if they wish to be revolutionaries. 


“Castro goes on to explain his educational plan. 
‘Children in elementary school will be in school from morning 
until evening, in order to give their parents (particularly 
the mothers) a chance to work. They will have breakfast, lunch 
and supper in school, where they will also receive clothing and 
shoes. When they enter secondary school, they wiil transfer to 
boarding schools out in the country, where they will attend classes 


wm 
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"half the day and work the other half. Great things will be 
accomplished in the field of education within the next ten 

years, qualitatively and quantitatively. Technological institutes 
will also provide military training and the students will be 
part-time soldiers or industrial workers. Universities will not 
be for minorities anymore, but for all. 2Ku) 


"Another topic of discussion was communism. Castro 
onlieves that a communist mentality can only be formed by 
communist teaching; that is, no individuality and no knowledge 
of the concept of money. A basic salary will be established 
for everyone, no matter what work they do. This will supposedly 
eliminate the corruption of professions. A doctor's main interest 
will be to cure and save lives, not to ke money, since he will 
be making as much &s 4 manual laborer. ¥(u) 


"Castro explains why the ‘harvest of the 10 million' 
is behind schedule. There has been a poor distribution of work 
force and more workers are needed. Several European countries . 
originally committed themselves to furnish needed supplies but 
later went back on their word. However, help was found '10,000 
kilometers away'. England also contributed. The provinces of 
Havana and Matanzas have obtained good results whilethose of 
Oriente and Camaguey are much behind schedule. There are no 
more professional cane cutters, because they have either left 
the country or are engaged in some other type of work. @{u) 


"Castro predicts that the United States will have 
to pull out of Laos and Cambodia. The revolutionary struggle 
in the U.S. is important. Protest against the war in Vietnam 
has helped the Vietnamese people and has tied imperialism's 
hands. The progressive and leftist forces in the U.S. and 
abroad have united. E(u) 


"Toward the end of the question-and-answer session, 


someone asks what will keep the family together once Castro's 
educational system is set up and he replies: 'Love'". & un) 


(= xo - 
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The July 27, 1970 issue of "Granma" contained an 
account of the July 26, 1970 policy speech delivered by Cuban 
Prime Minister FIDEL CASTRO. The “Granma" account set out the 
following as part of the open remarks by FIDEL CASTRO during 
his speech relative to the VB: 


"they are not here, although they worked with us 
during long weeks in our country, but they sent us a warm 
message from the United States, as follows: 


"tPidel: From the celebrated interior of the well 
known monster, we send revolutionary regards to our brothers. 
and sisters in Cuba. In converting a reversal into a victory, 
Cuba has again demonstrated the strength of a people who have 
begun to recuperate from the illness of oppression. 


"twe, who are still infected with this iliness, who 
feel it extended from Harlem, Augusta, Jackson and Kent, to Playa. 
Giron, Indochina and Puerto Rico, know that we must fight this - 
disease together. 


"“tWwe, who are cut off from the system which gave birth 
to the assassins of humanity, salute you, Cuba. We know that 
Cuba, Viet Nam, and we ourselves will win. /s/ Venceremos Brigade'". 


"Granma i 
July 27, 1970 
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attended an SDS 
meeting at Boston University in Boston, 


Massachusetts, in March, 1969. ®- : : 
(Lp 
_ & Y ? 


was one of eleven members 

of the National Working Committee of the | 
Student Mobilization Co ttee to End the’ 
War in Vietnam (SMC) . Yy 





\ 





lb 7C 





A characterization of the SMC is 
contained in the Appendix attached 
hereto. 


[ae 


[)] attended a Progressive Labor 
Party (Fue) Marxist class held at 210 
West 10lst Street, New York City, on 
January 5, 1967 and-April 16, 1967. 














b7C 
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A characterization of the PLP 
_is contained in the Appendix 
attached hereto? 






45 bulletin for the Spring of 
1967 reflects that BARBARA COLLINS 
taught a course in "Revolution in Cuba". 


AU Bulletin 
Spring, 1967 


i 


was Program Director 
for the Student National Coordinating 4 
Committee (SNCC) in 1968. 3 


lege 






was present at a "Cuban 


Sponsored by the Committee of 
Returned Volunteers (CRV) and held at 


Teachers College, Columbia niversity, 


on December 13, 1969. TY 
b2 
Cp ews, 


A characterization of CRV is contained 
in the Appendix attached hereto. 


Y 


April @ ,°1970, Le coe! Hee among the. 
persons present at > 976 Broadway, 


New York, New_York, to discuss recent 
developments in_Cuba._ Y 
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On January 13, 1969,C —=sédt as 


among those present at Teachers College, 


Columbia University, f "Cuban Teach-In" 
sponsored by the cv. [oF 


CS (er 








The March 16, 1968 issue of the "Guardian" 
listed as a sponsor of the 
New University Conference (NUC). 


“The July 10, 1968 issue of the "New York 
Times" a New York City daily newspaper 
contained an item reflecting that the 
founders of thé NUC conceive of it as 4 
post graduate SDS, 


eS 4 

\ 

a was in attendance during ali 
ree ys Of the W.E.B. Du Bois Clubs of 


America (DCA) Convention held at Columbia 
University, New york City, from September 
8 through Tt0;~I967, and was one of the 
co-leaders of the workshop concerning high 
school organizing. Zz u 





A characterization of the DCA is 
contained in the Appendix attached 
hereto. 
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1963, for trespassing in a local hotel 
with Negro demonstrators. 


* Charleston, South Carolina 
Police Department 
August, 1963 . 





n_June 22, 1963, at Albany Georgia, 





Special Agents (SAS) of the Federal Bureau es 

of Investigation (FBI) during an official | 
_ interview; a signed stadement in which she 
being a 







Py 2a te 


is publicly known as the former 
ational Secretary of SDS, 


[kt 


Seeeeeneee was one of the leaders of the — 
ew Yor ewsreel in the New York City 


area in 1968. 
(> # 


A characterization of Newsreel 
is contained in'‘the Appendix attached 





hereto. 
[Sen arrested on June 25, 1968, ion , “DIC 
charges of riot, burglary and trespass, in 







connection with the interruption of a program 

in progress on Channel 13, WNEW-TV, New York 

City, New York. During this interruption, | 
obscenities were shouted into the open microphone. 
The program in progress at the time wascalled 
"Newsfront" and concerned underground newspapers. 


Records ‘of the New York 
ANCA 
>< chi 








“7; City Police Department 
AL New York city Pew York 
June 25, 1968 
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be 






was present at the 

Yr sessions of the SDS National 
onvention held June 18 through 22, 1969,, 
in Chicago, Tilinois. | 


. 7e©& 


of Liberation News Service 
(LNS) and SDS chaired an SDS meeting at 
the City College of New York jEOME New 
York, New York, on September 23, 1969. UY 
(u 2 
lone 


— ee 





~l 
OQ 


b 


A characterization of LNS is contained 
in. the Appendix attached hereto. 
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ALTERNATE U, 


The "Washington Square Journal", a New York 
University student newspaper, in its February 10, 1969, 
issue on page l, carried an article entitled, "Alternate 
‘U; Offers No Grades, Credit", which stated in part as 
follows: 


"A ‘college’ free of grades, credit and age 
restrictions created to give alienated Americans the tools 
to correct social injustices will officially open its doors 
today in a third-floor loft at 137 West 14 St., Manhattan. 


"Aptly called 'Alternate U.', the night school 
will provide people disaffected from establishment education 
and the American Empire in general with a means of understanding 
and then coping with the forces that influence their lives 
and the human conditions." 


-The Spring, 1970 Catalog of Alternate U. reflects 
that the school is presently located at 530 Sixth Avenue, 
New York, New York. Among the courses listed in this catalog 
are: Revolution Cuba, Fascism, Marxism and Existentialism, 
Marxism Economy, Radical Draft Counseling, Anarcho-Communisn, 
Anarchist World Program Workshop. 





. f 
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t. 
AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States house of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning the 
American Labor Party: 


"AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 


"1. 'For years, the Communists have put forth 
_the greatest efforts to capture the entire 
American Labor Party throughout New York 

State. They succeeded in capturing the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the 
American Labor Party but outside of 

New York City they have been unable to 

win control.' 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, | 
House Report 1311 on the CIO Political 

Action Committee, March 29, 1944, p. 78.) 


"Communist dissimulation extends into 

the field of political parties forming 
political front organizations such as the 

* * * American Labor Party. ‘The Communists 
are thus enabled to present their candidates’ 
for elective office under other than a 
Straight Communist label.! 

(Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, handbook for 
Americans, S. Doc.117, April 23, 1956, 

Be Baye" 


On October 7, 1956, PETER HAWLEY, New York State 
Chairman, American Labor Party, publiciy announced the 
American Labor Party State Committee unanimously approved | 
a resolution dissolving the organization and ordering the 
liquidation of its assets. 
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BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
Also Known As 
Black Panther _Party for Self- Defense 


According to the official newspaper of the Black 
Panther Party (RPP), the BPP wes started during December, 
1966, in Oakland, California, to organize black people so 
they can take control of the life, politics, and the destiny 
of the black community. It was organized by BOBBY G, SEALE, 
BPP Chairman, and HUEY P, NEWTON, Minister of Defense, BPP. 


The official newspaper, called "The Black Panther," 
regularly states that the BPP edvocates the use of guns and 
guerrilla tactics in its revolutionary program to end OPpresston 
of the black people. Residents of the black community are 
urged to arm themselves against the police who are consistently 
referred to as "pigs' who should be killed. 


. . The newspaper, in its issue of September 7, 1968, 
had an article by the then Minister of Education, GEORGE 
. MURRAY. This article ended with the following: 


"Black men. Black people, colored persons of 
America, revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only 
culture worth keeping is revolutionary culture. Change. 
Freedom everywhere. Dynamite! Black power. Use the gun. 
Kill the pigs everywhere." . 


The BPP newspaper, issue of October 5, 1958, had an 
article introduced with the following statement: ‘"We will 
not dissent from American government. We will overthrow it." 


DAVID HILLIARD, Chief of Staff, BPP, in a speech 
at the San Francisco Polo Field on November 15, 1969, said 
"We will kill Richard Nixon." 


DAVID HILLIARD, in the “New York Times," issue of 
December 13, 1969, was quoted as follows: "We advocate the 
very direct overthrow of the government by way of force 
and violence," 
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1. . APPENDIX 


CASA DE LAS AMERICAS 


On May 14, 1970, a source advised that the Casa 
de las Americas (CDLA), an organization composed of pro-FIDEL 
CASTRO and pro-Communist individuals, formed in April, 1964, 
has its headquarters on the fourth floor, 876 Broadway, New 
York City. 


The source advised that CDLA is ostensibly formed 
as a social club, but in effect it acts as a focal point for 
revolutionary peoples sympathetic to the Cuban government. 
Although it is not directly controlled by the Cuban Mission 
to the United Nations (CMUN), many Cuban personnel attend 
its functions and at least an indirect link with CMUN is 
present. CDLA has fund-raising affairs and contributes 
money to the CMUN. CDLA also gives financial support to 
other revolutionary groups representing countries other than 
Cuba. Through CMUN, various propaganda materials of a 
Communist nature are found at CDLA. & (Kv) 
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Ls APPEXDIX 


CENTER FOR MARXIST EDUCATION 
ne ene SL ON 


; The Communist Party (CP) of New York State established 
the Center for Marxist Education (CME) in October of 1969 in 
New York City. Its purpose is to provide a curriculum of 

_ courses, forums, socials, and cultural events that will bring 
the theory of Marxism-Leninism to CP members, as weli as the 
public, who they hope to attract to the CP, 


The CME is located at 29 West 15th Street, Fourth 
Floor, New York, New York. 


The above information was furnished by a source on 
May 12, 1970. é 
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COMMITTEE OF RETURNED VOLUNTEERS (CRV) 


A source on May 13, 1969, furnished. .CRV literature in 
which the CRV was described as being established in 1966 in New 
York, as an independent national organization of persons who have 
worked as volunteers in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Its 
Members lave Seived 1 SuUcu programs as the Awerican Friends 
Service Committee, the Peace Corps, International Voluntary 
Services, Frontier Interns, Yale-in-China and others. 


The CRV, whose aims are educational and political, seeks 
to influence United States policy toward Asia, Africa and Latin 
America as well as towards emerging communities in this country. 
It has provided support for: "those who have chosen to resist 
the draft, overséas volunteers who have exercised their rights 
of expression, the end of travel restrictions on United States 
citizens, and the internationalization of volunteer service 
prograns, " among other aims and purposes. 


A second source on December 16, 1969, also furnished 
CRV literature indicating that "forty members of CRV visited 
Cuba during the summer of 1969 to experience first hand life in 
a revolutionary society, and to express solidarity with the 
Cubans' defiance of United States hegemony in Latin America." 


The Manhattan Address Telephone Directory, dated April 9, 
1970, lists the CRV as being located 65 Irving Place, New York, 
New York, telephone #477-0404. 
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THE “GUARDIAN” FORMERLY KNOWN AS 
“NATIONAI GUARDIAN" WEEKLY GUARDIAN 
ASSOCIATES, INCORPORATED 

The December 1, 1992 edition of the "Guide, To 
Subversive Orcanizations and Publications" contained the 
following infornation concerning the "National Guardian:" 


"1h. 4...’ established by the American Labor’ 
Party in 1947 as a "progressive" weekly... 
it has manifested itself from the beginning 
af @ Virtual official propaganda arm of 
Soviet Russia.'* 


Beginning with the February 10, 1968 issue, the 
"National Guardian’ became the “Guardian. " 


The May 9, 1970 issue of the “Guardian” is self- 
described as an “independent radical newsweekly.” 


The December. 1968 issue of the "New York Times" 
Carried an interview with the editors of the "Guardian." One 
of the editors stated: ‘Our job is to build a radical movement. 
To quote the Cuban Revelutionaries, we are not only to write 
about it, but alss to move along with it...we are movement 
people acting as journalists. 


“The 'Guardian® takes a strong left position, but 
it is not identified with any organized group because it believes 
that an American jatr ideology is still in the making. One of 
its purposes is to break away £rom the cliches of the left 
ideology of the past.” 


A source advised in May, 1970 that the "Guardian" 
is located at 32 West Zand Street, New York, New York. 


A characterization of the American 
Labor Party is attached separately. 
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LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 
THE NEW MEDIA PROJECT 
ee 


; The Liberation News Service is self-described as 
an underground news wire service, with headquarters in New 
York City, which publishes news packets twice weekly that 
are sold to radical New Left underground newspapers. It 
was founded in 1967, and reportedly has over 200 subscribers, 
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THE NEWSREEL 


The Newsresl, according to its own catalogue 
number 5, published in March, 1969, was founded in January, 
1968, with its primasy objectives set forth as "Newsreel 
hopes to serve as a medium of agitation, diffusion and 
exchange of revoluticnary experiences as well as of the 
most noble ideas of men who struggle for the full liberty 
of humanity." 


In November, 1969, a source furnished information 
whith-refilected that "Newsreel is a national political 
propaqanda organization that has approximately 150 full--time 
activists in its nine regional officas. The qroup uses 
films and other propaganda jn aidinea the revolutionary 
movement. Newsreel members speak wich people about the 
films whénever pozsible, and in each region, work with 
movement campadians through their specific ekilis: © filmmaking 
and distribution, rd¢dsearch, poster and leaflet making and 
general propaganda work.” 


In March, 1970, a second souree advised that 
The Nevsreel office is located at 322 Seventh Avenue, New 
York, New York. This source further stated that The 
Newsree] had developed into an organization under the concept. 
of a “communal type of leadership" in that all members were 
equal and all had, equal voice in runnina the CLANS EA ELON « 
Individual leaders could no longer be defined under the 
commune principles but all members identified with: the New 
Left movement in all si lc 
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PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 


The "New York Times" city edition Tuesdar, 
April 20, 1965, Page 27, reported that a new party of 
"revolutionary socialism” was formaliy founded on .ipril 16, 
1965, under the name of the Progressive Labor Pert, (PLP), 
which had been known as the Progressive Labor Meavenent. 


According to the article, "The Progressive ' Labor 
Movement. was founded in 1962, by MILTON ROSEN ald ‘fORTIMER 
SCREFF after they were expelled from the Commun:.st Party of 
the United States for assertedly following the Chiiese 
Communist line." 


A source advised on June 3, 1968, thai: tie’ PLP 
held its Second National Convention in New York City, May 31, 
to Jure 2, 1968, at which time the PLP reasserted its 
objective of the establishment of a militant wo::kiag class 
movement. based on Marxism-Leninism. 


The source also advised that at the S:cond National 
Convertion, MILTON ROSEN was unanimously re-elected National. 
Chairran of the PLP and LEVI LAUB, FRED JEROME, JARED ISRAEL, 
WILLIJM. EPTON, JACOB ROSEN, JEFFREY GORDON and ‘VALTER LINDER 
were elected as the National Committee to lead che PLP until 
the next convention. 


The PLP publishes "Progressive Labor," 2 bimonthly 
magazine, and "Challenge-Desafio," a monthly newspaper. 


Source advised on May 25, 1970, that the PLP 
utilizes an address of General Post Office Box 80£, Brooklyn, 
New York, and also utilizes an office in Room 617, 1 Union 
Square West, New York, New York. 
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STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE, 

Aliso Known As Student Mobilization 
Committee to End the War in Vietnam; 
National Student Mobilization Committee 


A source advised on May 16, 1969, that the Student 
Mobilization Committee originally grew out of the National 
Student Strike for Peace conference held in Chicago, Illinois. 
on, December 28 - 29, 1966, which resulted in a call for massive 
anti-war demonstrations in New York City, New York, and San 
Francisco, California, on April 15. 1967. The National Student 
Strike for Peace was originally called by the Communist Party 
and the Socialist Workers Party (SWP), culminating in a takeover 
by the SWP element in the Summer of i968 and the Communist 
Party element withdrawing. Source further advised the Student 
Mobilization Committee locaily ard nationally is controlled by 
the SWP and its youth arm, the Young Socialist Alliance (YSA). 
as evidenced by the YSA leadership and participation in Student 
Mobilization Committee activities, 


The SWP has been epieuuicna pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


A report by the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House of Representatives, Ninetieth Congress, First Session, 
dated March 31. 1967, entitled "Communist Origin and Manipulation 
of Vietnam Week (April 8 ~ 15, 1967)" on page 53 states in part, 
“Communists are playing dominant roles in both the Student 
Mobilization Committee and the Spring Mobilization Committee." 


A second source on January 26, 1970. made available 
a copy of "The Student Mobilizer" dated January 21, 1970. which 
was self-described as being published by the National Office 
of the Student Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam, 
1029 Vermont Avenue, N.W,. Washington 06,C. 20005, [In this 
issue the program of the Student Mobilization Committee was 
set forth as follows: immediate and unconditional withdrawal 
of all U.S. troops from Vietnam, an end to the draft, end all 
forms of campus complicity with the war in Vietnam, self deter- 
mination for Vietnam and Black America and constitutional rights 
for GIs and high school students. 
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_ STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE, 
- Alsa Known As Student Mobilization 
Committee to End the War in Vietnam; 
National _Student Mobilization Committee (cont! ta) 


This source advised that the Student obi ligation 
Committee occupies Suite 907 at 19029 Vermont Avenue, N.W,, 
Washington, D.C, 20005, as of February 27, 1970. ° 


A characterization of the YSA 
appears separately” 
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STUDENT NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE 


- A confidential source advised the Student National 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), formerly known as the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, is a nonmembership organ- 
. dzation founded in 1960 during the civil rights movement in 
the South. 


Under the leadership of STOKELY CARMICHAEL, who was 
National Chairman during the period of 1966-67, SNCC evolved — 
from a civil rights oriented group into a black revolutionary 
avgubizntion. 


A publication entitled "1967 High Tide of Black 

._ Resistance" indicates the year 1967 was considered by.SNCC 

as.a historic milestone for the liberation of the black people 
in the United States. The publication declared that "liberation 
will come only when there is final destruction of this mad 
octopus - the capitalistic system of the United States with all 
its life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism that choke 
the people. of Africa, Asia and Latin America." 


ae A second confidential source advised that in April, 

1969, SNCC moved its National Headquarters from Atlanta, 
Georgia, to New York City where it is presently located at 
St. Peter's Epaseopas Church, 336 West 20th Street, New York 
City. ; 


H. RAP BROWN announced at a press conference in New 
York City on July 22, 1969, that he had been elected Chairman 
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. He announced 
that the organization was dropping the word "nonviolent" from 
its title and would be known as the Student National Coordinating 
Committee. BROWN, at that time, stated the use of force is 
necessary in obtaining revolutionary goals. 


A Federal warrant was issued for BROWN on May 14, 1970, 
at Baltimore, Maryland, charging him with unlawful interstate 
flight to avoid prosecution for arson, inciting to riot and 
failure to appear (Title 18, United States Code, Section 1073). 


~90~ 
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STUDENT NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE (cont'd) 


A third confidential source advised that as of May, 
1970, SNCC has secured a lease on premises in Augusta, Georgia, 
which SNCC intends to convert into a "coffee house" for GIs 
from nearby Fort Gordon, Georgia, to disseminate anti- 
establishment propaganda. 


SNCC also has in the planning stage an agrarian 
reform program for black tenant farmers and the resumption 
of classes at the H. Rap Brown Liberation School in Atlanta, 
Georgia. ' 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 


A source has advised that the Students o3 a Democratic . 
Society (SDS), as presentiy regarded, came into being at a 
founding convention held June, 1962, at Port Huron,’ Michigan. 
From an initial posture of “participatory democracy." the line 
ot the national leadership has revealed a growing Marxist-Leninist 
adherence which currently calis for the building otf a’ revolution- 
ary youth movement, Concurrently, the program of SDS has evolved 
trom civil rights struggles to an anti-Vietnam war stance to an _ 
advocacy of a militant anti-imperialist position. China, Vietnam 
and Cuba are regarded as the leaders of worldwide struggles 
against United States imperialism whereas the Soviet Union is 
held to be revisionist and aiso imperialist, 
At the June, 1969, SDS National Convention, Progressive 
Labor Party (PLP). forces in the organization were expelled. As 
a.result, the National Office (NO) group maintained’ its National 
Headquarters at 1608 West Madison Street, Chicago, and the PLP 
faction set up headquarters in Cambridge, Massachusetts. This 
headquarters subsequently moved to Boston. Each group elected 
its own national officers, which include three national secretaries 
and a National Interim Committee of eight. Both the NO forces 
and the PLP forces claim to be the true SDS. Both groups also ~ 
print their versions of "New Left Notes” which sets,forth the 
line and the program of the particular faction. The NC version 
- Of -"New Left Notes" was recently printed under the title "The 
Fire Next Time" to achieve a broader mess appeal. 


Two major factions have developed internally within the 
NO group, namely, the Weatherman or Revolutionary Youth Movement 
(RYM) I faction, and the RYM II faction. Weatherman is action- 
oriented upholding CASTRO's position that the duty of revolu- 
tionaries is to make revolution. Weatherman is regarded by 
RYM II as an adventuristic, elitist faction which denies the 
historical roie of the working class as the base for revolution. 
RYM II maintains that revolution, although desired, :is not 
possible under present conditions, hence emphasizes organizing 
and raising the political consciousness of the working ciass 
upon whom they feei successful revolution depends. aaa 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (cont'd) 


disclaiming control and domination by the Communist Party, USA, 
leaders in these two factions have in the past proclaimed 
themselves to be. communists and to foilow the precepts of a 
Marxist-Leninist philosophy, along pro-Chinese communist lines. 


A second source has advised that the PLP faction, 
which is more commonly known as the Worker Student Alliance, 
is dominated and controlled by members of the PLP, who are 
required to identify themselves with the pro-Chinese Marxist~- 
Leninist philosophy of the PLP. They advocate that an alliance 
between workers and students is vital to the bringing about of 
' & revolution in the United States. 


SBS regions and university and college chapters, 
although operating under the outlines of the SDS National 
Constitution, are autonomous in. nature and free to carry out 
independent policy. reflective of local conditions. Because 
of this autonomy internal struggles reflecting the major 
factional interests of SDS have occurred at the chapter level 

-gince the beginning of the 1969-70 school year. 


A characterization of the PLP is attached. 


CONPENTIA. 
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VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 
ea eneeecacaad 


The Venceremos Brigade (VB) has heen publiciy 
described as a group of American volunteers travelling to 
Cuba, at the invitation of the Cuban Government, to assist 
in the harvesting of sugar cane. 


The VB, organized in June, 1969, by a coalition 
of the "New Left" in open defiance of the United States 
Department of State ban on travel to Cuba, has already 
sponsored two contingents to Cuba. One group of over 200 
Americans travelled to Cuba via Mexico in November - Decem- 
ber, 1969, for a stay of almost two months. The second 
group of over 500 Americans departed by Cuban vessel at 
St. John's, New Brunswick, Canada, on February 13, 1970, 
and returned on April 28, 1970. ; 


“Venceremos" translated means “we will win," a 
slogan of the late CHE GUEVERA, Cuban revolutionary leader. 
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W.E.B, DU BOIS CLUBS OF AMERICA | « a 
The W.E.B. Du Bois Clubs of America (DCA) was 

founded in June of 1964 as a Marxist oriented youth organ- 
ization which would be used as a recruiting ground for the 
_Communist Party, United States of America (CP, USA). This 
organization merged with CP youth and independent Marxist youth 
in the formation of a new organization on February 7-9, 1970, 
at which time the DCA became defunct. 


The above information was furnished by a source on 
May 1, 1970. 
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YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE 


A source advised on May 15, 1969, that the Young 
Socialist Alliance (YSA) maintains its national headquarters 
at 4] Union Square West, New York, New York, and has as its 
official publication the "Young Socialist." The YSA is the 
youth organization of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) and 
-has been described by the SWP as the main recruiting ground 
for the SWP., 


The SWP has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10459, 


* 


or 


Soa \fen 
INE XEN 
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YOUNG WORKERS LIBERATION LEAGUE 
Also Known fs Youn Conmunist 
Workers Liberation Lenicue 


The Youn Workers Liberation League (YWLL) 
wes formed et a convention at Chicara, JTllinois,; on 
February 7%, 1970. Individual elubs were left the 
alternative of using the name Young Comaunist Workers 
Liberation League if they deemed it advantageous to use 
the word Communist. This organization will eatablich 
chapters throughout the country for the purpose of’ ed- 
ucating youth in HKarxist-Loeninist doctrine, hopefully 
to develop them for werbershiy in the Comuunist ce 
United States of America (CP, USA). 


They maintain their national headquarters at 
= West 15th Street, 7th fleor, Mew York, New York, 


: A source provided the above information on 
May 1, 1970. ee 
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of continuing value namel 
through 









through 

through and 

through the disclosure of which might tend to identify 
these sources a thus have an adverse effect upon the 

national defense interests of the United States and thereby 
impair their future Se ARS Geo 






Copies of this report are being disseminated locally 
to the 108th MI Group, Second OSI District, USAF and Naval | 
Investigative Service Office, New York City, for information 
purpose, 


Ten copies of this report are being furnished to 
the Bureau for appropriate dissemination purposes and one 
information copy of this report is being furnished to 
selected offices in whose areas the Venceremos Brigade has ff 
been active in connection with the Third Contingent or. the 
Fourth Contingent during the period of this report. 


Individual investigations have been initiated on 
all members of the Third and Fourth Contingents of the 
Venceremos Brigade by the New York Office on those persons 
who reside in the territory covered by this office. In this 


connection, the Wa e is checking the 
passport files of the United States Department of State 


concerning the identities of those ‘Brigaces (BN E)” the 


By airtel dated 4/1/71, the Bureau advised that 
it would withhold taking any action regarding a request to / 
designate the San Francisco Office as Office of Origin in 
this matter in view of reported information to the effect 
that the National Headquarters of the Venceremos Brigade 
had moved to 1239 23rd Avenue, Oakland, California. 


the 
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The following individuals who are listed as officers 
of the Venceremos Brigade in the resolutions filed in 
connection with the Venceremos Brigade bank account maintained 
at the Chemical Bank, 756 Broadway, New York, New York, 
are the subjects of the following case files: 





The following members of the Rational Committee who 
reside or who have resided in the area covered by the New York 
Office are: 


Leonean 


(Is on the SI of the NewYork Office, Priority I) 


ne 
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DETAILS: 


For the purpose of clarity, individuals. mentioned 
in this report will be characterized where suitable. | 

- characterizations are available in the glossary of: this. 
report. 4 


Where available, approved characterizations - 
of organizations mentioned in this report are sna trance 
in the appendix of this report. 


| . 
A characterization of the Venceremos 
Brigade is contained in the appendix 


attached hereto. 
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[a. Background’ C4_(4) 
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"Que Es La Brigada VWenceremoa?”, which is set forth as 
follows: Gay) (  e . . 


"La Brigada Venceremos is a group of ete . 
who has as its purpose the expression of solidarity with 
the Cuban revolution and the third world struggles ‘, 
around the world as well as the third world struggles 
in the U.S. We know that in their struggle to liberate 
themselves, our revolutionary brothers and sisters in . 
the third world are in fact. liberating Us. Ga-(Vd 


"The basis of that expression of solidarity | rs Sa 
doing concrete work. La Brigada Venceremos can therefore — 
incorporated awide range of ideologies because the 
brigade transofrms those different ideologies into con- 
crete work. For example, brigades have gone to Cuba to it” Gee 
eut cane, plant citrus trees, fertilize fields and harvest _ 
lemons and grapefruits. In addition brigades worked on 
several construction projects, all of which are a; direct 


contribution to the economic development of Cuba. Gif{¥) > 


"We know capitalism has exhausted itself and ». 
that people in the U.S. are looking for a change.’ The 
people have to be shown how they can bring about social, 3 
economic and political change. We are about showing what. - a 
that change looks like. We can draw upon the experience... 
of having worked and lived in Cuba to show that, in fact,.~ 
Socialism is a functioning alternative that can be seen. - 
in Cuba, as having transformed the lives of an entire: 
country. @—(u) ee al ae: 


"La Brigada Venceremos brings back information : 
about Cuba to the people of the U.S. to build support: aun 
to make it more difficult for the U.S. to carry out 7 
aggressive acts against Cuba. We educate the American... 
people about the false informational propaganda that the. 
government imposes on them not only with respect to — 
Cuba, but with respect to the war in Vietnam, in the Middle 
East, in Africa and Latin America. We don't think that .. 
ideology is what motivates people into hard. work, ‘ial 
that out of hard work comes Bel parer 





- "La Brigada Venceremos is uniting people: 
around something that everyone supports. What pulls people 
together is not so much that everyone feels good about ~ 
one another or loves one another, but that they all 
recognize the common enemy. There are problems that we 
cannot try to hide, but what brings La Brigada Venceremos 
together is the knowledge of what U.S. imperialism is 

doing around the world and how we must unite or fight 


against it. G—v) 


"Cuba and other third world countries gee 
revolutionary countries, and because of that fact no one 
has the inevitable right to go to Cuba. Given the con- 
dition of the country we are going to, only people with | 
revolutionary characteristics and qualities should be. put i 
into a revolutionary situation. Buy ot 


"Because of the nature of this experience. then, : 
it is important that the area of recruitment be discussed: 
in depth. This will happen later this afternoon. ' Suffice — 
it to say for now that it is extremely important that ~ —:. | 
there be uniformity in recruitment--that everyone across .|-: 
the nation understands that we want an emphasis on third =~ 
world people, but that above all, our emphasis at all Cs 
times must be for quality rather than quantity--and this. 
must be so across the board. Our experience has shown 
consistently that certain areas put their applicatns a 
through some rigorous steps for final selection, and when > . 
we get to the island weare met with the reality that other © 
areas simply let people pass through with little or no a 
scrutiny. Although there will have to be adaptation to 
any model of organization presented at this conference, — 
the strong underlying push must be for quality. R—(u) 


"Another important reason for uniformity. in. 
recruitment arises around the question of security.. One 
of the ways we have attempted to have some uniformity -: he 
is by drawing up a security sheet which you will find.in 
the packet. We have put a time element on this which is: 
going to cause a hardship on all of us, but we see it as. 
important in order to secure ourselves as well as the. xe 
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"Cubans, as well ak the Movenenut. Kau) 


“From a movement point of view we are geting to 
be dealing with organizations and asking organizations to 
propose people for the brigade. If we discover a pig, 
it puts into question the organization--juwt how together 
is the security of that organization. So you see it isn't 
security business between an individual and the brigade, 
but security between the brigade and the entire Movement. Cv) 


"Regarding the Cubanos, naturally we fee an 
obligation to them to see that we've done our utmost to 
keep pigs out of the brigade. We are sending people to 
Cuba who are representatives of the Movement--whether 
people realize it or not or whether they want to accept 
it or not, we are a political reality to our friends and 
all those that we encounter on the island, If we send 
people who are pigs, they can play a divisive role. They 
also jeopardize the brigade because the undermine the 
solidarity between ourselves and the Cubanos." (4) 


Another item was a sheet captioned, "'El Deber 
De Todos Los Revolucionarios Es Bacer La Revolucion! - - 
Che 'The Duty of Every Revolutionary is to Make the . 
Revolution." This item is set forth as follows: 2 (u) 


"The work that we will do in the next two months 
is designed to prepare people for ther Brigade experience 
in Cuba: understanding collective work, the history. of . 
Cuba, the development of socialism in Cuba today,’ and the 
relationship of Cuba-~--a liberated community--to the sit- — ; 
uation we face in the belly of the monster--~Babylon. iw) 


"We selected from the people who applied br 
the Venceremos Brigade individuals who we feel have a 
Sincere political interest in going to Cuba, have some 
experience in dealing with problems of class, race and 
sex, and are eager to learn and apply their experience in 
Cuba to their community when they return. We have made. 
the following assignments for cadre groups: Gx i4) 


} 
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"Cadre Group I o—— Cadre Group IT -[ Ss 


"Cadre Group mr-[_ | cadre Group tv ~ [———} 





"The cadre groups will be expected to take 7 
responsibility in three different areas: Spanish classes, 
Educationals, Benefits (fund raising). =) wr 


"SPANISH CLASSES :\ $4) 


"Classes will be held once a week with es na. 
groups meeting separately. Keeping classes small and . 
Studying regularly will enable you to pick up some basic. 
phrases and learn the cultural differences that’ exist : 
between Cuba and here. Without knowing anything about the; 
language, you would feel somewhat lost in Cuba, even - 
though many Cubans and brigadistas are bi- lingual. It is 
important to learn as much as you can before you go. The 
more Spanish you know, the more you can learn fromthe 
Cuban people. b—() : 


" EDUCATIONALS: a8 tw 


"All cadre groups will meet together once a week 
for general educationals. With a good background about. | 
Cuba and revolutionary strugeles in other. commun bios of FD 








& 
d. 


"the world, you can dig deeper into the realities of the 
development of socialism and the principles of revolution. 
People from Latin America, Africa, Southeast Asia and 
Korea will be in Cuba, and you will have the a Aa 
to meet and work with them. Q-(v) 


"SCHEDULE @--(u) 
"Session I: @=(¥) 


"attend Midwest Conference on Imperialism and 
Liberation in the '70's, Feb. 12-14 At Chicago Theological 
Seminary, 5757 S. University. Films, speakers and work- 
shops will focus on: (1) Imperialism as a system, (2) © 
the response of the Liberation Movements, and (3) ' the 
Midwest's role in the Empire. (See enclosed leaflet and 


schedule). G-=- (u) 
"Session II: Gu) 


"Pre-revolutionary Cuban History (discussion 
leader; FRANK) 


"Readings: Economic Transformation of Cuba, Chapter I, 
EDWARD BOORSTEIN (analysis of. imper- 


ialism) i ae ew 


- Two articles on Cuban history 


Cuba for Beginners, By RUIZ 


"Session iit: 


"Military History of the Revolutionary War 


oe 


"Readings: Guerilla Warfare by CHE 


isodes of the Revolutionar War 
a a 


we 
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"Session IV: 


"Marxism-Leninism {_) 


"Readings: State & Revolution by LENIN. 


"Session V: 





"Political & Economic History, 1960-70 (<— > 


"Readings: History Will Absolve Me, by FIDEL 
71): T 2 


FIDEL's speech on the 26th of July, 
1971 | 


Man and Socialism in Cuba by CHE 
CHE's message to the Tri-Continental 
‘FIDEL's May Day, 1960 speech : 


‘qaattaonal suggested reading: Second Declaration 
of Havana Economic 
Transformation of Cuba 
The Youngest Revolution, 
Sutherland Article by 
MAURICE: SEITLIN in 3/70 
issue of Ramparts — 


[ "session Vi: 
pre "Everyday Life in Cuba (7—) - 


"No required reading. 


"BENEFITS ‘| Z4) | | ! 


"Rach cadre group will be responsible for setting £4) 





a AD we 
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"up a benefit to raise money for the Brigade. This will - 
include printing propaganda, setting a location. for Che +, 
benefit, contacting groups in the city about it, and 
seeing that the benefit is a success. There are ten- , 
tatively four excellent films available to us: 


"Cadre Group I: 'Companeras Y Companeros! a film about Cuba 
done by Northamericans. amar at > 
Penny Cinema in mid-March) 


"Cadre Group II: General benefit with ele, Caneetan, and.” 
possibly the film '79 Springs--the Life 
of Ho Chi Minh'--a beautifully creative 
film which shows the love of Ho Chi Minh: 
for his country and his people. , 


"Cadre Group III: 'La Hora de Los Hornos! (The Time of the 
Furnaces)--a historical analysis of the 
Argentine situation in the context of the 
Third World as a political force. oe 
for March 19, 20 & 21--Friday, ek ced & 
Sunday. ) L tk ae 

"Cadre Group IV: '‘'Lucia'--Cuban film about the revolutionary 
history of Cuba which portrays the at rugete 
of -women. a 


"Cadre should be creative in their soprésoh to. 
raising money. We nee’, $200 for each person going to ~- 


Cuba. g fu) “ 3 : 


"CADRE GROUP EXPERTENCE: | g w) oe 


"In addition to mandatory Spanish classes, educat- = 
ionals and work on benefits, each cadre group will determine ~ 
independently what other work--in the streets and in the’ - 
community, they want and need to be involved in. | Some 
people work full time; others are free alot of the time; 

All individual considerations should be taken into account. 
when the cadres meet to discuss separate educationals: and 


work projects. a - 
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"People will be' evaluated by their practice: 
in all situations. At this time, we do not know how 
many people will be able to go on the Venceremos 7 t ho 2% 
Brigade. Some people may be eliminated due to their Ns 
attitude towards work, their inability to begin to deal. 
with all the. (obscene) attitudes that capitalism | 
instills in all of us. An important part of this ‘entire 
experience in the cadre groups will be learning to use 
criticism and self-criticism. We shall study this: and 
use itto overcome problems within the cadre groups. ; or 


VENCEREMOS" g—V' 


[ — J] eo 


On March 23, 1971, the New York Office received 
an anonymous mailing from an unidentified individual 
enclosing a mimeographed leaflet which the mailer —. 
indicated had been handed to him on March 20, 1971, at 
the corner of Sixth Avenue and Eighth Street, New. York 
City. This leaflet captioned, "Venceremos Brigade" is 
set forth as follows: 


"La Brigada Venceremos is a group of people 
wo want to express solidarity with the Cuban Revolution 
and the Third World struggles around the world, as well 
as the struggles in the U.S. Many Americans understand 
that the Cuban people want freedom, that the Vietnamese 
want freedom, and that many want their freedom right 
here in occupied America. The nature of the struggle for . 
freedom throughout the world is classified as liberation 
struggles, independence wars, and revolutionary war, that 
is revolution, revolution, re revolution. If you: support 
freedom for people all over the world, you Support 
revolution, 





"The expression of solidarity with the people 
of Cuba goes beyond merely making the political statement 
by going there. We expanded the concept of solidarity 
by doing concrete work while we were in Cuba. We have 


a 
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"organized three brigades and have seen almost 1500 
people in one year go to Cuba. A fourth brigade will 
be leaving for Cuba shortly, it needs your support. The 
most dynamic experience of the Venceremos Brigade ‘is 
that political conciousness is transformed into produc- 
tive work; and it is this productive, concrete work it- 
self which becomes the denominator for a revolutionary. 
Theory put into practice. 


"Revolution in the colonized world means 
socialism. The world is exploited by international cap- 
italism, that is Imperialism. The colonized peoplé of 
the world choose revolution because their daily condi- 
tions leave them no other choice. People of the U.S. 
can see that capitalism has exhausted itself and are looking 
for other alternatives, modifications, or reforms: all 
of which verify that many Americans want a new system. 
Revolution in Amerika means socialism. A social, economic 
and political change is possible, is inevitable; revolution 
in Amerika is possible, is inevitable, La Brigada) 
Venceremos is about showing what that change looks like, 
anoth® r society where the people live, talk, and understand 
socialism. Socialism is a functioning alternative. It 
gives people hope in the the struggle, we begin to under- 
stand that we can't lose. It can be seen in the spirit 
of the Cuban people, of a whole country that has been 
transformed even in the face of great difficulties. 


"La Venceremos Brigade brings back information 
about Cuba to the people of the U.S., to build support 
and to make it difficult for the U.S. to carry out 
agressive acts against Cuba. We work to educate the 
American people about the false informational propaganda 
that the government imposes on them, not only with respect 
to Cuba but with respect to the war in Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America. The 
eredibility gap is widening and the people are beginning 
to understand that the true motivations of the government 
are well covered up. 


"Before we let outselves get caught up in that 
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BEG TF Re | 


"liberal objectivity s--t, we should make it cleat that 
we didn't go to Cubato come back and talk about the so- 
called both sides. WE WANT TO SEE WHAT THE OTHER SIDE 
LOOKS LIKE. We are presenting the Cuban side. All our 
lives we have been given only one side, the wrong side. 
The 'right' side is the side oppressed people choose. 

We present the other sideso that people can more easily 
make a choice - that choice being between capitalism 
which we have had all our dives, or socialism, which 
is the only alternative. If we're not about making the 
choice, then we're not about making revolution. Socialism, 
with all its problems, is better any day than capitalism. ° 
We have to talk about the problems that exist ina 
socialist society, and about doubts, but we also must. 
explain how a truly socialist society can deal wtith _ 
those problems. It has to be a thorough process for: 

us. It must, if America and the world is to survive. 

has given us an example. Venceremos!? 


"TO HELP US IN THIS STRUGGLE AND TO SEND THIS 
FOURTH BRIGADE TO CURA, WE. NEED HELP. FIRSTLY, WE NEED 
MONEY FOR TRANSPORTATION AND OTHER EXPENSES, YOUR CON- 
TRIBUTION OF FINANCIAL AID WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED, 
WE ALSO HAVE POSTERS AND SHIRTS THAT WILL HELP US, SECONDLY, 
THINK ABOUT THAT CHOICE, SOCIALISM VS, CAPITALISM. YOU 
EITHER SUPPORT INTERNATIONAL LIBERATON, SOCIALISM OR YOU 
SUP?PORY IMPERIALISM ABROAD AND EXPLOITATION AT HOM, CAP- 
ITALISM JOIN OUR STRUGGLE 


HASTA LA VICTORIA deers 


1 Location | qv) 


p: seers | a) 


Box 643 Cathedral Station, New York, New York, 
10025, was meed on June 13, 1969, under the name "Ven- 
ceremos Brigade and Power to the People - Cuban Sugar. ~ 
Revolution. The individuals listed in connection with 
the Box were: i 


a 


wu. BESR ET 
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Chief Coordinator of 
203 West 107th Street } 


| 
Posie sa Coordinator of ae 
OO West 115th Street 


"Leviathan," Coordinator of 
2700 Broadway Hall of New York City 


ci £0) 


"Teviathan" is publicly known as 

a new Left political review or 
magazine to be published monthly | 
beginning in March, 1969, by Editorial 
Staff located in San Francisco, 
California, and New York City. 














Information furnished by is not to be 


made public except in the usual proceeding following the _ 
issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed us 
[TT New York, New York. @ ru) | 


i The VB is not believed to have a national office 
and its only New York address is Post Office Box 643, 
Cathedral Station, New York, New York. B- Gr | 











There is no ‘permanent local office for the VB 
| at. the present time. Persons affiliated withthe VB Have ww 





- 15 - 
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been going to “one apartment or another for meetings and 


me "(4)w) | -—_] eo) 


The YB has no offices and intends to have 
none. Their mailing address is "Venceremos Brigade, 
Box 643, Cathedral Station, New York, New York." ‘They _ 
operate out of private homes to avoid detection and to | 
prevent the “bust” of any central location. If anyone 








(2: Western | $v) 


‘The National Headquarters of the VB are located . 
at 1239 23rd Avenue, Oakland, California. = 
| g(v b2 








N 
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Information made available by[___Jand [| ____] | 
is not to be made public except in the usual proceeding — 


following the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed 





C. Officers, National Committee Members, Organizational uv) 
Structure and Activities ; ne} (' 


i officers | gq. 


a. Hastern 


uA 











lo 7C 
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be Western | g{v) 3 i 


Ca , 


2, National Committee Members | R-(V) 3 . i 
U) 





t 
| io 
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3. Organizational Structure and Activities | gy (Wy 





« 1S x 
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lone 





4 E , 20) Ly 


lol 








the Community Center at 23rd Avenue, Oakland, California, 
oa at which some 19 persons were present. The subject of this 


On September 14, 1970) the VB held a meeting at Sa, 
meeting was to discuss the reorganization of the VB and to (4) 


- 22 - 
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discuss the possibility of a national organizing meeting 
of the VB taking place in November, after the return of 
the Third Contingent of the VB. Also discussed at this 
meeting was a letter of criticism that had been sent 
from the Los Angeles VB Committee to all regional VB 
committees. dv) 


Nationally, the VB is approximately 13, 000 
in debt and the West Coast VB Committees have approximately 
$1,000 in the tank. Fund raising propositions were 
discussed and the idea of having) leon New b7C 
York City, who reportedly was producing a VB film, show 
the film on west coast locations. 7 ") 


It was stated at this meeting that a VB newsletter 
will be distributed by the west coast group, and that in. 
addition to a discussion of the financial condition of the - 
of the VB, the various means of gaining support for future 
brigades will also be discussed. Also discussed was a 
possibility of Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) ) 
infiltration and the tightening of VRB security measures. gL 


The pamphlet entitled, "I Ain't Singing Charlie 
or What To Do When the FBI Calis,” published by the National 
Lawyers Guild (NLG) will be distributed to returning 
VE members at St. John, New Brunswick, Canada, in late 


October. Gu) | | 
LC 


A characterization of the NLG 
is contained in the appendix attached 
hereto. 








O 


Source made available a copy of the following 
communication from the Los Angeles Regional Committee of 
the VB (referred to above): Gu) 


"Tt is important that we pay more than token 
regards to what we learn in Cuba; it is important that : 
we follow through in applying these lessons concretely. eu) 
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"Everyday in Cuba we encountered organization, we Saw 

the revolutionary efforts of the Dirrecion to keep us 
informed; the constant interaction and mutual exchange 
between us. The constant movement away from elitism. Gv) 


"In view of this, we of the Los Angeles Regional 
Committee feel that the National Committee has shown a 
serious lack of responsibility towards the Regional Committees, 
and a pronounced tendency towards elitism. For the 
smooth and efficient functioning of the Venderemos Brigade 
{and even for its continued existance) some criticisms 
must be made and some changes forthcoming. u). 


"The National Committee after severe critism 
brought on by direct confrontation with Regional Committee 
members, following the return of the last Brigade; 
responded in a highhanded, lackadaisical and altogether 
unsatisfactory manner, disregarding their importance and 
making little effort to correct the situation. Ga() 


Confidence grows out of understanding; no attempt 
was made to explain how the funds were broken down, or 
what the general picture was throughout the country. We 
had no idea why the costs were doubled over those of the 


| last Brigade. (Vv) 


"There: was no consultation with the Regonal 
Comnittees over the setting of quotas--with the result that 
there was an overwhelming proportion of people from the 

East Coast and New England. The Midwest and South were 
nearly forgotten. After the quotas were set the National 
Committee decided to change them, again without consultation 
with the various Regional Committees. Sv) 3 


"National Committee membeys should make a strong 
attempt to come to at least one, preferably two, meetings 
of every Regional Committee. A couple of National Committee 
| members we know of specifically were in L.A. at the time 
| of a Regional Committee meeting, but could not find the 

time to attend it. Gv) 


"The “person in contact with the National Committee Lu) 





“ Gi 











rc 
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"should be chosen by and from the Members of the 
Regional Committees on the basis of work. The National. 
Committee appointed a member of the L.A. Regional with- 
out so much as a gestion or a word to us. As it’ turned 
out there were no objections, but its easy to see that 
this was due moreto luck that to anything else. fe (w) 


| "We can see that most or all of thes problems 
i are due to the National Committees lack of responsibility — 
| _ in keeping the Regional Committees informed. The L.A. 
Regional Committee feels that the following ghanges will 

be a big step towards their elimination: Kf u) | 
ie "1) That a National Committee affiliate ‘be chosen 
by and from each Regional Committee on the basis 
of work, time available, and previous experience. 
That this perso. be responsible for all telephone 
contact with the National Committee (relaying 
problems, questions criticisms, etc.). 


"2) That someone from the National Commi kbee visit 

each Regional Committee at the initial stages of 
organization for each Brigade, to give an oppor- 
tunity at the beginning for an exchange of ideas, 
problems, and the development of coordinated 
orientation. 


"3) The National Committee has a very important, 
central role in the Venceremos Brigade. It is 
the only body that has the potentials and the 
responsibility to be in contact with all the 
4 Regional Committees. In order that our organization- 
al development not take place in a vacuum, the 
National Committee must see that the experiences 
of the various local groups be shared. A good 
and positive case in point is the National Committee's 
Le action communicating the exposure of the two pig- 
. applicants, 







"h) That the National Committee allow these channels 
of communication to be channels of criticism. The 
National Committee must make a more sincere effort 


4 
t 
1 
1 
] 
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"at self-criticism and change. Gv) 


"The goal of these criticisms is to provide for 
the smooth and efficient operation of the Venceremos 
Brigade; for the development of mutual conficence, If. 
the National Committee responds in a constructive and 
self-critical way, we can still develop the necessary 
confidence. If ny very basic changes in structure will 
be needed. Fa 


"A copy of this letter will be sent to all 
Regional Committees, the National Committee and to Cuba. 
We'd like to hear your response, whether critical:or in 
agreement. We encourage others to communicate in the 
ee ee. gv) : 


"Yours in struggle, g.) 
"!VENCEREMOS! G-() 


"Los Angeles Regional Committee 

P.O. Box 3808 y 
Hollywood Station . (W) 
Los Angeles, Cal. 90023" | | 


: vw) b2 
b7] 


On December 12, 1970, a meeting of National 
Committee members, Regional Committee members, and Regional 
representatives, was held at an undisclosed address in 
Oakland, California. At this meeting, discussions centered 
primarily around recruitment efforts for the Fourth Con- 
tingent of the VB, tentatively scheduled for departure in 
late February, or early March, 1971. According to source, _ 
Regional Chairmen were sélected jointly by National Committee 
members and by Cuban delegations members, (# U) 


The recruitment drive was to start immediately 
and all applications were to be in the hands of the a) 
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National Committee no later than February 18, 1971. 
Emphasis will be directed toward ."quality individuals" 
with leadership ability from groups sympathetic to 

the Socialist cause, and excluding dope addicts, indi- 
viduals in poor health, and individuals not sympathetic 
to the VB ideals. The Fourth Contingent will be cut down 
to a total of no more than 300 participants and recruit- 
ment efforts will be concentrated on minority races | 
other than black and Chicano. All individuals recruited 
should be between the ages of 19 and 28 years, but the 
VB will also accept applications from older people with 
an "open outlook" and a socialist background. (ZY) 
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On December 5 and 6, 1970, a west coast regional 
conference of the VB was held in Oakland, California. 


members of the National Committee 
> : ° R-(BYU) 7 


The opening address on December 5, 1970, was made 
by who emphasized that the fourth VB trip 
to Cuba would be ayouth brigade; however, a minimum age 
requirement of 19 years would be strictly enforced. 


next spoke and presented what 
was listed on the conference agenda as the National Committee 
Report. He talked about the history of the VB and of the 
National Committee. He stated that the VB was organized 
as a result of an idea which occurred to some Americans 
who were in Cuba during the summer of 1968. Originally, 
the Students For A Democratic Society (SDS) intended to use 
the VB to broaden their own base and as a form of polsticat 


ation for their members. and 
[envisioned a broader organization and they were 
responsible for bringing Third World People into the VB. 
Subsequently[ ——____—Jand were both brought 
into the VB to help w recruitment. 3 


The first National Committee of the VB had no 
political guidelines. Earlier regional ‘committees were 
loosely formed and communication_between the eastern and 
western United States was poor. a& member 
of the second VB trip to Cuba, was also a member of the 
first National Committee. Due to poor communication between 
the National Committee of the VB organizers, it was discovered 
that ethnic caucuses had been formed to support their 
ethnic representative on the National Committee. From 

speech, it was determined that the following 
are members of the National Committee: 


Propaganda and Communications 


[id = “(Orientation and Political Education | | 
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- Security ! 
Travelling Trouble-Shooter 
- National Committee member from 


Los Angeles, but with no specific DIC 


area of responsibility |. 
- Not officially a National Committee 
member but acts as an organizer : for 


the NB in Puerto Rico. 





Cuba. 


Members from the San Francisco area then presented 
a model for a regional organization of the VB. Three 
departments were established and the heads of these 
departments made the Central Committee for the regional 
organizations. The departments or areas of: responsibility 
are Recruitment (which includes Security), Programs, and 
Education. Recruitment is responsible for selection of 
applicants, backgroundchecks on applicants, providing 
leadership for work cadres and general security. The 
Program Department is responsible for coordinating work 
for the work cadres, handling finances, coordinating 
regional fund-raising and for other general activities in 
the regional organization. The Education Department is 
responsible for the orientation program,for work cadres - 
the preparation of applicants for the trip to Cuba, for 
political education and for propaganda. Tha department 
heads select individuals to work under them and these 
individuals must have participated in a prior VB trip to 
Cuba. The work cadres are to be groups of no more than 
ten to twelve applicants under the leadership of a work 
cadre leader. The cadres will, through their collective 
effort, raise funds for the VB and will be screened for 
their political practices while functioning in the cadres. 
Assisting each cadre leader, who must be from the Recruitment 
Department, will be one member from the Program and 
Education Department. 


ee) briefly discussed ae ne 
documents whic een given out, including an instructional _ 


sheet entitled, "Instructions To Regionals" >» and application 
forms entitled, "Application For the Venceremos Brigade", 

and an interview report form entitled, "Interviewer Report 
For -- ", and a form provided to record any conics, i by the 


poop 
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ss, 


Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). According to 

he shorter application form was to be given out 
to individuals while the longer application form was to 
be retained and filled out during the interview of the 
applicant. 


ee spoke about recruitment and 
outlined é prior es of both individuais and geographic 
areas for the next VB trip to Cuba. The geographic. 


priorities were established on the basis of little or no VB 
activity in that particular area in the past. 


then spoke about cadres. He 
emphasized that the leadership provided by the VB people 
was to be guiding and not dictatorial. A careful evaluation 
of each applicant's behavior and attitude was to be made 
and recorded to aid in the final selection process. 


December 6, 1970, the conference continued. 
first spoke at this s on the topic of 
propaganda. She stated that one, a Cuban delegation 


member told her that propaganda should cover four i baal areas: 


1. Solidarity with Third World sien! - Indo- 
China, Latin America and Atrice; 


2. Cuba information in invasions, society, travel, 
and the informational blockade established by the United States; 


3. Repression against the VB - a legal argument 
should be developed using as a precedent the BpenLen, Civil 
War brigades and the Peace Corps; 


4, Security - A discussion of how the FBI has tried 
to infiltrate the VB and the activity of Guzanos (exiled Cubans) 


against not only Cuba, but Chile, Uruguay, and other South 
American countries. 


Reportedly a case study on methods used by the FBI 
is currently being compiled. All available local resources 
such as underground newspapers were being used to spread 
information. 


« FL - | 
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SEGRE 


ee the last speaker and stated — 
that the National Co ttee was considering establishing 


some type of subcommittee to extend information to’ the 
VB regional organization. He stated that applicants must 
be prepared for Cuba and that they must be given a 
thorough political, social, and economic orientation of 
Cuba in order to alleviate past problems of poor POnAetay 
resulting from ignorance. 


W travel of VB members, it. was 
stated that will be handli 
on a nation-=- t of New York. 


is head of the New York Region as well as being a National 
H Committee member. [jis the New York: 
Regional Treasurer and[_.—“(‘w”—CiS) in Charge of applications. 





lo 7C 


The conference ended at approximately 3:00 PM 
on December 6. 


A characterization of SDS is contained 
in the Appendix attached hereto. 





ee rene ar cee 


Source made available a mimeographed letter 
_ issued by the Los Angeles Regional Committee, Post Office 
Box 3808, Los Angeles, California 90028, which was given 
‘ to all individuals boarding the bus in preparation for 
{ travelling to St. John, New Brunswick, Canada, for travel 
to Cuba with the thira contingent of the VB. This letter 
is set forth as follows: gv) 


1 


“s ‘BIENVENIDAS BRIGADISTAS ! , 


tA lot's happened since you left--but there's no time to go 
into it now--you'll find out soon enough. 3 \ 


"When you return drop us a card at the Brigade 
P.O. Box with information on how to contact you--we'11 


have speaking engagements ready and we should take immediate 
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advantage of your experiences. As time goes on memory 
dims and work here be becomes more intense. . | 


"You've heare by now that there'll be another 
Brigade leaving in February; interviewing, cadres, fund- 
raising and everything else will have to be started right. 
away. You'll be carrying the bulk of the load--so id 
in when you get back. 


"Everyone in the L.A. area has been faites at 
least once by the FBI. Their usual tactics are to invite 
you to lunch or ask you to identify- some pictures. Ask 
for their names, first off, write these down with any other 
information available, including description. You are under 
no legal obligation to cooperate. Merely tell them that if 
they have anything _ to say, to speak to your lawyer. For 
Brigade purposes, | @ comrade previous 
trip has volunteered. er phone number is as soon 
as they visit call her. So far they haven't checked up 
once. Also pay particular attention to the Lawyer's Guild 


paper-'T Ain't Singing Charley or What to do When the FBI 
Comes. ' 


"All right, take care, we'll see you wher you 


return and VENCEREMOS!" mth 
= b2 
— cj] eo br 


A New York regional VB mee 1d on - 
October 3, 1970, at the residence of in New York bIC 
City. It was pointed out by the National Committee that 
the selection of future regional committees will be made 
by the National Committee members based upon reports from 
members within the various regionals. (a) 








Also discussed was the idea of moving the 
National VB Headquarters to the west coast since the Cuban 
authorities had expressed ay for more VB i aa 
from the west coast.area. ig 


- 33 - 








ey: 
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CAROL BRIGHTMAN of New York was reportéd to 
have been purged from the VB National Committee. The VB 
National Committee is approximately $6,000 in debt. and 

it was stated that one of the chief problems involved 
between the National Committee and the various regional 
committees was the la f communication concerning the 
allocation of funds. ww 
| ge) 


Re ae ene 2 a et LE a 








— 


The VB in the San Francisco area has distributed. 
a@ questionnaire setting forth the type of information 
desired from those individuals interviewed by Special 
Agents of the FBI and also a copy of a National Lawyers 
Guild (NLG) leaflet entitled, "I Ain't Singing it ata 
or What To Do When The FBI Comes. " Ga. (BX) 


te nr ta FO Pe mE aad ae ne 


fatesete GAH, cheesiest tar ro} 


The questionnaire was entitled, "Brigada 
Venceremos - General Information + FBI Harassment") and 
noted in part that: 


4 t 





'Note to perscs making ¢ contact Bee ee What we LO) 
want to w is Zo Ww. our people 

are answering. Don't got into ” one raps about what people 

did or did not reveal to the pigs, but do warn them that 

they should not talk with any police agents about anything, 

and should also alert their families and friends to do likewise 


Also, urge them to report any future harassment, questioning, 
etc. to the Brigade.’ . i 











et 


& 
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D. 
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be fe longer has custody of the basic documents 

from whic @ foregoing check information was obtained. gv) 
Characterizations of New York = . 
Committee to Free ANGELA DAVIS 


and "Workers World" are contained 
in the Appendix attached hereto. 








A characterization of CRV is 
contained in the Appendix attached. 
hereto. 


Information made available _ eS Hot to. 
be made public except in the usual proceedings fol 
the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed to 











te) longer’ dee custody of the pasic. 
document from which the foregoing check information was 


obtained, EM (¥) 
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II, activities | Sv 
A. Third Contingent Ae 











Buses and private cars bearing members of the Third 
Contingent of the VB arrived at Saint John, New Brunswick, 
Canada, where the entire contingent were taken to a warehouse | 
to await the arrival of a ship from Cuba on August 24, 1970. 
While in the warehouse, members of the VB were given food and 
organized into groups according to states. a 7 

The Third Contingent of the VB went abroad the Cuban 
ship "Conrado Benitez" at approximately 5:30 PM, on August 24, 
1970. The men and women were separated into dorms, while aboard 
the ship, and all members were required to be in their dorms 
at 11:30 PM. The brigade members got up at approximately 7:30 AM 
on August 25, 1970, while aboard the ship in Saint John, New 
Brunswick, Canada. The ship actually left Canada at approximately 
5:30 PM on August 25, 1970, for the voyage to Cuba. tv) 


a ae 
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On August 26, 1970, a general meeting was called 
for the members of the VB by the Captain of the ship. The 
meeting was held to set forth the rules and regulations for 
the VB members while on board the ship. St) 


At 1:30 PM, the VB members were called to the 
dining room of the ship to have. their passports > checked « The 
call was made by states. oD) 


On August 29, 1970, the VB, consisting of I ae ienbana ( 
were organized into sub-brigades, numbered 1-15 “with approximately 
25 to 20 individuals in each sub-brigade. The VB was told that 
this was the way they would work and travel during the brigade's 
stay in Cuba. The Cubans photographed all of the brigade members — 
for identification cards to be used while traveling. throughout 


Cuba, av) 


The ship docked in Cuba at approximately ‘12: 00 noon, 

on August 320, 1970, at which time all members left ‘the ship. 

Each brigade was put on a bus and transported to a ferry, where 
sub-brigades were to be taken for their transportation to 

the Isle of Youth in Cuba. The bus trip took approximately 

two hours and the ferry trip from Havana to Cuba to the Isle 

of Youth took approximately six to eight hours. The Third 
Contingent of the VB arrived on the Isle of Youth a approximately 
2300 AM on September 1, 1970. gf 


On September 1, 1970, at approximately ‘10: 00 AM, a 
general meeting of the brigade was held in the recreation "hall 
of the camp and the brigade was veleamed to Cuba by the leader 
of the camp. The brigade was told they would work inthe fields, 
fertilizing, picking and planting fruit trees, and that the jobs 
would be rotated on a weekly basis. The Cuban leader of the 
camp told the brigade that he wanted the Third Contingent to 
fertilize approximately one million fruit trees. Work begun 
at approximately 4:00 PM, September 1, 1970, and some groups 
planted, others would pick and others would fertilize primarily, 
grapefruit and lemon trees. The group returned to the camp we) yt 


4 


a HD ee 
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from the fields at approximately 7:00 PM and were told by the 
Cubans that approximately 11,000 trees had been fertilized 
that day. On September 2, 3 and 4, 1970, the brigade members 
would begin their workday *at 5:00 AM, with breakfast and pro- 
ceed to the fields, returning at 11:00 AM for lunch, and then 
returnimg to the fields at 3:00 PM, where they would work until 
7:00 PM before returning to camp. At night the brigade members 
could rest or see a movie. The movie was shown at the camp and 
primarily consisted of Cuban documentaries, showing advances 
that the Cuban Government had made since the takeover of the 
country by FIDEL CASTRO. R—(v) 


On September 5, 1970, the Cubans called a ‘brigade 
meeting: to discuss the production of the brigade and the progress 
made in fertilizing fruit trees. The brigade was told they could 
not leave camp on Sunday, September 46, 1970, because the Cuban 
government was taking a census. On the evening of September 5, 
the brigade visited a town near the camp and was told they were 
free to go anywhere and talk.to any people but they ie to be 
back to the bus and return to camp at 10:00 p.m. gt) 


The week of September 7th - leth, was spent by the 
brigade rotating in the field,planting, picking and fertilizing 
fruit trees. On September 12, 1970, the North and South Viet- 
namese delegation, consisting of approximately 30 members, 
arrived in the VB camp. The brigade was told that this delegation 
would be with the VB members until September 19, 19705 and that 
they would work in the fields with the VB. 4) 


On Sephanber Lae 1970, the brigade journeyed to a 
prison, where FIDEL CASTRO was allegedly held captive in 1953 
A tour was made of this prison by VB members and the, North and 
South Vietnamese delegation. B<-(v) 


On September 14, 1970, the brigade went to the fields 
to fertilize fruit trees for the entire day. Each sub-brigade 
had two persons from either the North or South Vietnamese del- 
egation with them. During the afternoon, various meetings and gL) 
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discussions were held with the North and South Vietnamese, and 
‘these meetings were generally centered around the country's 
history of fighting wars and also US imperialism which 
was stated to be prevalent in Southeast Asia. G-(v) 


On September 19, 1970, North and South Vietnamese 
delegation left the VB camp at approximately 7:30 AM in two 
buses. Brigade members were given rings by members of the 
Vietnamese delegation that allegedly had been made from US— 
airplanes that had been shot down over North and South Vietnam. 
The brigade members were also given pins of HO Chi-minh, Viet 
Cong flags, books and North Vietnamese stamps. . $V) 


On September 20, 1970, a production meeting was held 
with the entire brigade present. This meeting was primarily 
held to stimulate a competitive spirit among the various sub- 

brigades in order that the goals set by the Cuban leaders could 
be met. Gv) : 


On September 21, 1970, the entire day — spent fertiliz- 
ing grapefruit trees and during the afternoon, other countries, 
namely Bolivia, Brazil, El Selvadore, Laos and Zambia, who had 
sent the National Liberation Delegatiors to Cuba, held discussions 
regarding US imperialism in other countries and also gave a 
brief history of their country. The sub-brigades worked a 
full day in the field when the National Liberation Delegations 
from the aforementioned countries, were in the VB camp and only | 
naif of the ~“day. was spent working while the all ou and South 
Vietnamese were. present, a) 


On September 22, 1970, a production nebbiny was held 
and the announcement was made that approximately 150,000 more 
trees had to be fertilized and that some of the sub-brigades 
which had finished filling their quota of trees | would now 
assist other sub-brigades. Ge) i 
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On September 23 and 24, 1970, the sub- fitbndite wenked 
on the fertilization of trees and at noon on the 24th, it was 
announced that the VB had fertilized its one millionth tree. 

A general discussion was held by the leaders of the ,camp to show 
the importance of this accomplishment and that: the members 
of the VB had definitely established their support of CASTRO 
and its government by working in the fields so hard. G() 


September 25, 1970, most of the day was spent 
fertilizing trees,and at the end of the day, a speech was given 
by a member of the Cuban delegation — regarding the economic advances 
of Cuba since the revolution. ge(u) 


On September 26, 1970, membersof the VB began pre- 
paring to leave the camp. Each member of the brigade was given 
an identification card and a T-shirt with the VB emblem on it. 
They were also given a key ring,a pen and a writing pad. During 
the last few days on the Isle of Youth, there wasalot of racial 
tension in the camp and on September 20, 1970, there were several 
racial type fights in the camp... wu) 


On September 27, 1970, the Cubans called a meeting 
to tell the brigade that on September 15, 1970, nine mercenaries 
had landed in Cuba. The mercenaries were captured in about two 
days and two Cuban leaders were killed. Telegrams were sent. 
by members of the brigade to the Revolutionary haa 7 Constitutional | 


-Convention sponsored by the Black Panther Party (BPP) in Phil- 
adelphia. A telegram was also sent to FIDEL CASTRO by members 
of “the brigade to show support of the VB to the Cuban people ) | 
after the landing of the nine mercenaries on September 15, 1970. oY) | 


On September 28, 1970, the VB left the Isle of Youth, 
at approximately 7:30 AM by ferry forthe trip to Havana. After: 
lunch in Havana, the brigade went to a,mass rally for the 10th 
anniversary of the Givic Defense of the Revolution, where 
FIDEL CASTRO made a speech. On October 1, 1970, the: brigade 
was advised by the Cubans that it would have to be divided into 
two parts in order to facilitate their tour of Cuba.. The Cubans . 
said that a problem had come up and that they could not pone EO 
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for all 15 of the sub-brigades and that brigades numbered 1-8 
would leave for Oriente Santiago to Cuba and that brigades 
9-15 would stay at this camp and tour around Camaguey. After 
a few days, the brigades would rotate and sub-brigades 1-8 
would come back to Camaguey, and sub«brigades 9-15 would go 
to Oriente. On.October 3, and 4, 1970, a tour was held of 
the CP Youth camp at Camaguey. g-(u) 


On the evening of October 5, 1970, the yo brigades 
got together and again visited the Communist Youth ean: @_ (4) 


On October 7, 1970, the brigade members were trans- 
ported to Camp El Pedro, where. general discussions were held 
with the brigades by Cubans on life in Cuba. Particular 
emphasis was placed on the improvements in Cuba since CASTRO. t-( 


On Octaber 8, 1970, the brigades visited the site of 
the camp of Che Guevera during the revolution and a rally which 
was held on the occasion of the Third Anniversary of the death of 
ERNESTO CHE GUEVERA, 4-4) | 


On October 10, 1970, the VB visited an educational 
center containing approximately 5,000 students ranging in age 
from, grammar school to college. The school was a very modern 
one with many athletic fields, dormatories and swimming pools. h ») 


On October 11, 1970, the brigade held a meeting with 
Communist brigade members at Cienfuegos, where a visit was paid 
to a fertilizing plant. G— Fv) 


October 12, 1970, was a free day 4n Jibecao, and October 13, 
1970, was a free day in Havana. Gv) 


While in Havana, some of the.members of the VB went 


to various embassies such as Red China, North and South Vietnam 
and the Soviet Union. (“ 


SEGR RE 
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On October 14, 1970, tke members of the VB finished 
packing thetr belongings for the return trip to the US, and 
at 7:00 PM boarded buses for the trip to Havana. ‘The members — 
of the VB boarded the ship at about 9:00 PM on October 14, 
1970. The trip to the US on the Cuban ship took from October 155 
1970,. (the trip leaving Cuba at approximately 1:00 AM) until 
October 21, 1970, when the ship docked at S&int John, New 
Brunswick, Canada, at about 7:00 AM, on October 21, 1970. 
Members of the VB were picked up by buses and individual cars 
in Canada for the return to the US. dv) 


. - On the last night on the ship in St. John, New 
Brunswick Harbor, a general meeting of the VB was. held at wee time 
members were told. to stay in groups while leaving the ship and 

not to answer:-any. questions or talk to anyone when the ship 


docked. g—(v) | 
| a Cn 





A characterization of the "BEP 
is contained in the Appendix : 
attached hereto. an 


Source made available:a leaflet which was distributed 
to recent returnees of the Third Contingent of the VB upon their 
return to Canada on October 21, 1970. This leaflet: which is set 
forth below contains bus schedules for return VB members as well 
as information on the current status of the VB: gv) 


“Hi sisters and brothers! Glad you're back. Below 
-is the bus schedule; cars are here to transport brigadistas from 
those regions not mentioned below - New Mexico, Atlanta, Florida, 
Buffalo, New York City, and probably assorted others. Since 
no message was sent. telling us who wanted to return to where, 
' we had to assume people were going back to where they came from. 
If you're going elsewhere and there's an extra seat in the bus 
or car to that place, you're welcome to it, but if there's no 
room, you'll have to take care of it yourself. Q> a 
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"As usual, we're short of money. Specifically, we 
need money to pay for individual Greyhound fares for some 
people (e.g., Texas people getting off our chartered busses in 
NYC). We figure the fares for all the people in this situation 
will come to about $1,500. We don't have a penny of it. It 
has to come froma redistribution of the wealth among yourselves. 
So we're going to make a collection for a change. Please throw 
into the pot any bread you feel you can spare. It will be given 
to whoever needs it for bus fare home. If any's left over, it 
will go toward the $2,000 we still owe on these chartered busses 


here. a) ae ! 


"We believe that the best way to deal with getting 

all your Cuban contraband into the country is to let it be: 

seized at the border, where you'll get a receipt for everything. 

taken. Write, asking for an application for a license to - =m 

import foreign merchandise for personal use, to: John P. Sullivan, 

33 Liberty Street, New York, N.Y. 10045. Fill it out, send. 

copies of your receipt, etc. (as directed). When you get the 

license, write to Calais(get address when things are seized) 

asking to have your stuff shipped. They may write back asking 

for money, or they might send it C.0.D. if you ask them to. . 

You should get everything back except rum and cigars, which the 
border guards will have consumed. du) ~ i ; 


. "If and when the FBI comes to call: Legally, you do 
not have to talk to them. You should tell them that you won 
talk to them except in the presence of your lawyer. You should 
not be drawn into small talk at the door. You may not think 
you're giving any info, but a little piece here and there helps 
them build their files. Just repeat that you won't talk to 
them except in.the presence of your lawyer. Many people have 
been getting calls in which the FBI tries to get info on a 
ruse - like, you were supposed to .n,eply to a jury duty notice, 
or this is your insurance company, er this is so-and-so from 
the Brigade. Also, many brigadistas have been subpoenaed to 
testify before a. grand jury regarding weatherman or bombings, &(v) 
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etc. If you are subpoenaed, you should talk. to a friendly 
‘lawyer before appearing. Please report all suck contacts 
with the FBI or local red squads to your regional committee , 
so that we can form a rer of what level harassment is 


at nationally. G-—(w) 


"HASTA LA VICTORIA SIEMP Ret | eu 
"vENcEREMOS 1" QL y) 


| 
The return bus schedule as mentioned above is set 
forth as follows: 


Bus Final | _ Intermediate ‘Number of People Carried, 
Number Destination | Stops: and from which Regions 


1 San Fran. none 47 SP 


= ° San Fran. Detroit 6 Detroit |. 26 SF 
Seattle 8 Seattle . 4 Fresno 
3 Oregon (off: in (off*in SF) 
Seattle) | 


Los Angeles Detroit 8 Detroit | 26 LA 
; Denver 3 Denver 


Madison | Detroit 4 Ohio (off in 24 Madison 
Gary (Detroit); 14 Minnesota 
5 Indiana | (off in Mad) 


Chicago Detroit ‘. . 10 Ohio (off in 8 St. Louis 
. at a (Detroit ) (off in Chi 
19 Chicago | 2 Texas 
8S. Illinois (off in Ch) 
(off in Chi) 


New York ae? 17 Puerto Rico 2 Wash., D.C.. 
City ; 6 New Orleans 8 Baltimore 
6 N. Carolina 4 Philadelphig 
1 Texas ‘ 2 Pittsburgh 
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Bus Final 
Number Destination 


We ; | Boston 


Intermediate 


Stops 


none 





7 bi 





Number of People Carried, 
and from which Regions 


13 Boston 
7 Vermont 
oO New Jersey 





5 Philadelphia 
16 New York 
City 


eo 
e i \ 
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' A source made available a leaflet entitled 
"Venceremos Brigade Cuba 1970" and subtitled "The Youth 
Made The Revolution And The Youth Will Keep It And The 
Youth Will Go:On Making The Revolution Throughout Latin 
America And The World." This leaflet set forth as | 
follows: j 


"They want to destroy us so that we-do not serve 
as an example. “We must try to be an example so that they | 
cannot destroy us." --Slogan in a Cuban Factory. 


"When Fidel Castro and the Rebel Army marched victor- 
iously into Havana on January 1, 1959, the Cuban Revolution 
had just begun. The rebels had defeated the corrupt army 
of the dictator Batista, but Cuba was not yet a free society. 
The Cuban people.did not own and control their. land and 
resoureés or the wealth they produced, American businessmen 
did. ee 

5 * sa 8 | 

"Cubans weren't free to develop their own economy, to 
liberate their people from poverty, oppression and illiter- 
acy. To be free, they had to kick out American businessmen 
and take back their land and: resources, They had to make a 
socialist revolution. ; 


"When the Revolution did this, it set an example for 
the rest of Latin America. And the United States government | 
got uptight. As Fidel said, ‘They were not concerned about— 
the welfare of Latin Americans. No, they were worried about 
losing Latin America,' 


"U.S. REACTION 


"The United States tried to defuse the incendiary 
example of a socialist Cuba only 90 miles off its ‘shore. 
The first step was stopping U.S. trade with Cuba. The 
second step was blockading all trade between Cuba and the 
rest of Latin America“and Western Europe. 


"The Cuban people fought back on every front to run 


their society by the for themselves. In 1961 they waged 
a literacy campaign whose effectiveness stunned ail: of 


int a 
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Latin America: 97% literacy (now 100%). Schools and hospi-. 
tals sprang up in the neglected rural areas. Uncultivated 

new crops. A one-crop economy became a diversified economy,» -: 
with new roads. and factories supplying Cubans with Cuban 
goods. 


"When the U.S. saw that its economic suasitomrt was fail- 
ing, it began supporting mercenary invasions of Cuba, the: -- 
most spectacular of which were the Bay of Pigs invasion in 
1961 and the invasion of Baracoa in 1970. Every attempt of 
the U.S. to destroy the revolution of the Cuban people has — 
failed - and will continue to fail, because the Cuban people 
understand their revolution, are fully committed to it, and. 
are armed for. ‘its defense. 


"TSLE OF YOUTH - UISLA DE LA JUVENTUD 


"Pidel — explained that the material benefits of 
economic development will be only ‘a by-product of the building 
of the new man who has a socialist consciousness of himself 
and his society. Youth, with its energy and creativity, will 
be the moving force behind such a transformation of ‘people's 
consciousness. Today in Cuba young people form vanguard 
brigades to work on almost every type of project, from plant- 
ing cltrus to operating ranches, It is on the Isie:of Youth 
(formerly Isle of Pines), off the southern coast, where the 
efforts of young people in developing a new society are most 
striking. 


"Before the Revolution, a huge prison héusing 10,000 
political prisoners and others sent there by the Batista 
dictatorship, was virtually all there was on the Isle. Now 
over 20,000 young: people have moved there to study and work 
on a multitude of agricultural and other projects. The prison 
buildings have lost their bars and are being transformed into 
& hydraulic institute, Completely new towns are being con- 
structéd by youth. The objective of the Isle is the develop- 
ment of communist consciousness through the experience of 
collective work and living. Money is unimportant; attitude 
and actions are what count. Cubans say that the Isle de la 
Juventud will be the first communist region of Cuba. 


5. 
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"The young people of Cuba are working with all 
their strength on the Isle of Youth, for they know that now 
the fruits of their labor belong to them instead of being 
robbed by U.S. corporations. Their work is an example to the 
rest of Latin America of what a people can do when it gets 
rid of exploitative foreign interests and runs ite ; ‘country 
itself, - 


"VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 


. "go what will the third Brigade be ee in Cuba? 
Unlike the first two Brigades, which worked in the:10 million 
ton sugar harvest. of 1969-70, the 500 members of the third 
Venceremos Brigade will harvest citrus fruit on the Isle of 
Youth. Oranges, scarce 11 years ago, are now an important 
Cuban export and are becoming part of the normal Cuban diet.. 


"The Brigade will leave the U.S. approximately the. 
last week in July and return about the third week in September. 
It will consist principally of students - undergraduate and 
graduate, community college and university, as well as stu- 
dents in their last year of high school - and will be ethnic=-_. 
ally mixed - black, Puerto Rican, Chicano, white, American. 
citizenship. Everyone heeds a passport (get it now). 


' Living arrangements will be, the same as for any 
eT ee work brigade in Cuba: dormitory tents in the 
fields. Living quarters for men ani for women will be 
separate, so couples should not expect special facilities. 
The work will be hot, long, and hard, so ia al with health 
problems should not apply. 


"Northamericans on the Brigade will be. able to dig 
for themselves what it's like to live in a revolutionary 
socialist country. They will work hard with their Cuban 
brothers and sisters. They'll live in the Brigade field camp: 
with them, rap with them, and dig their music and dance. —_ 
And they'll show the Cubans and all the peoples of! Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America that they have real friends inside 
the United States, that there are Northamericans building a 
fighting movement right in the belly of the mOHae Fe 


we 
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"Tf you are in touch with the regional committee of ° 
the Venceremos Brigade in your area, get an application from *y 
them, Otherwise, write for one to: 


Venceremos Brigade 

PE. O. Box 643 
Cathedral Station 
New York, N.Y. 10025" 


[ew 


The October 16, 1970, edition of the "Miami 
Herald", a Miami Florida newspaper, carried the. ages 
article entitled "Youths Returning From Cuban Figias" 
This article stated as follows; 


"a group of 405 young American volunteers is 
enroute back to the United States via Canada after six. 
weeks in Cuba helping the CASTRO government harvest: citrus 
fruits on the Isle of Pines. ! 


"Havana radio, in a broadcast monitored in Miami, 
announced the departure of the group Wednesday night, presum- 
ably by ba bound for Canada. 


"The volunteers, Third such United States: ‘Contingent 
to travel to Cuba in the past year, arrived in Havana 
August 31, 1970, aboard a Cuban ship sailing from Canada, 


"At a farewell ceremony, JAIME CROMBET, head of 
Cuba's Communist. Youth Union said, ‘our hearts will be always 
open to all revolutionaries from all over the world and at 
the same time we will remain always firm to fight. cal enemy — 
inside as well as outside!." 


"Miami Herald" 
October 16, 1970 





Fourth | 


source made available literature distributed at 
a meeting held in Jackson, Mississippi, on January 3, 1971, 
in an attempt to recruit persons for the Fourth Contingent 
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of the VB which was scheduled to go to Cuba in the Spring 
of 1971. 


Among the items distributed was one entitled "The 
Fourth. Venceremos Brigade To Cuba" which set forth in part 
as follows: 


"The Fourth Venceremos Brigade will leave the first’ 
week in March from Canada and be back in the United States 
by May 15, 1971.. The trip will include: two weeks ‘travel by 
boat to and from Cuba; six weeks of work cutting sugar cane 5 
and a two-week tour of Cuba. Approximately 300 North Americans 
will go on this Brigade, preferably people who are involved 
in collective or organizational work, who can be selected 
by their group to go. Exceptions can be made. 


"The minimum age is 19 years. The cost is $200 per 
person for travel to and from Canada. (All expenses in Cuba 
are to be sustained by the Cubans; you will need no money 
there,).The $200 should be raised by the group sending a 
person, or in the community you are from. However, no person 
will be prohibited from going due to money. a 


"The enclosed application must be in by ‘January Qo 
No Later. You must be prepared to be interviewed between 
-January 9 and January 16, No passport or money is required 
to. make the initial application and interview. If you are 
accepted, you must get a passport, raise the money for your 
trip, and be free for discussions and language classes from 
January 18 until. the departure of the Brigade on March 1. 


r "Please send your application to the location nearest 
you. 


Also distributed was a form VAppddoabion For The 
Venceremos Brigade" which is set forth as follows: 








= = 


photos in this 
corner (25¢ . 
PLEASE DIE, OR PRINT PLAINLY machine photos 
 OoK.3 no need 
3 for passport. 
photos 





FULL LEGAL NAME_ 





ADDRESS ae: CITY STATE _ ane ZIP 
AREA CODE AND PHONE NO, DATE OF BIRTH a 


ETHNIC ORIGIN (é.g. Puerto Rican) RACE “sex MARRIED: _CHTED_ 


CITIZENSHIP ae PASSPORT NO. 

IF UNDER 21 CAN YOU GET WRITTEN PARENTAL PERMISSION TO GO? 
ARE YOU WILLING TO GET A MEDICAL CHECK UP BEFORE GOING? 

HAVE YOU BEEN IN CUBA BEFORE ? Ie, SO, WHEN AND WHY___ 





ARE YOU PREPARED TO OBEY ALL CUBAN LAWS? 





DO YOU SPEAK SPANISH? HOW WELL? 





EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND (list names of schools and dates cont. on 
back if necessary): 














WORK EXPERIENCE | (include names and addresses of. employers cont. 
on back if necessary): . 











REFERENCES (3 niovemant people if possible; include address and 
phone no.) 








OMER THAN 1 DERONSTRATING SOUT TaRITY WITH THE CUS EE A Pps 


Sat aN te LER PO ‘a Me, ST q = Hh. 
ARE YOUR COnRER BA SONS ? 3.90 BO BO CLs rao clddaaal| 





o < : a: 1. ; 
sparen 20: FOR THE VENCERMOS pricy - attach 3 recent 
NY 100-166943 , 
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Source made available a leaflet entitled ‘Facts. 
On The Brigada Venceremos" which was being distributed “Ti 
the Buffalo, New. York area with respect to the Fourth 
Contingent of the VB. This leaflet is set forth as 
follows: : 


“political Perspective: 


"As members. of the ‘first three Venceremos Brigades 

we feel that the. following 7 points make up the poletiest, 

perspective of the value of the Brigade: 

1, political solidarity with the Cuban revolution | : 

2. greater uhde re tanding of the impact of imperialism on the . 
third world: 

3. political struggle and communication with other progressive 
north americans 

4, greater understanding of the quality and nature of work 
and life in a socialist situation 

5. intimacy with world wide revolutionaries who. will work. 
with the brigade or visit the camp site 

6, development.of an understanding of revolutionary concepts. 
such as discipline, leadership, criticism, protracted struggle 
etc. 

7. sharing with the Cubans our understanding of the north 
american movements and people and our sharing with our: 
people back in the mother country our sia ae of Cuba, 


ee on Fourth Brigade 


"Brigade March-May 1971 

6 weeks work (cane cutting - probably in oriaite province) 
2 weeks touring of Cuba 
2 weeks travel by boat from Canada to Cuba and back 


"10 weeks total brigade experience _ 
"departure of U.S. on or after March 1, return approx. May. 15. e 
"Brigade will be made up of 250 - 300 N. Americans including o 
Puertorriquenos from the Island. In Cuba the Brigade will be. 


joined by about > rca Cubanos and the world wide si amas gan 
peoples. 7 ; 








b2 
b7D 
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Deadlines: 
applications must be postmarked on or before January 95 1971 
interviews will be scheduled between Jan, 9-16 


Jan. 18-20 decisions as to tentative. acceptance into the brigade 


(acceptence into cadres) 
Jan. 20 ~ March cadre experience 
Feb. 23 final decisions as to fourth Brigade will og made 


Wadre Experience’ » 


"Gadres will consist of approx. 5 applicants and 2 past 


brigadistas. Cadres will be responsible for fund raising, 


working on a project together, learning Spanish, political orien- m 


tation (readings and films etc. on Cuba and other 3rd world 
struggles around the worid), political discussions of revolution- 
ary concepts and different movement ideologies, collective ; 
recommendations: as to who should finally be accepted, SORA 
events between brigadistas and regional movement, 


"We realize that many of the applicants will have other 
commitments, be they full time organizing or work, ite. This 
will be taken into account as to the number, length and timing ~ 
of cadre meetings etc. However all tentative brigadistas must. 
go through a cadre experience before going to Cuba.; There 
are many political reasons for that decision one being the 
cut down of infilitrators by this process, besides ane obvious. 
preparation for: the Cuban experience. 





"Western New York Regional Committee 
of the Brigada Venceremos 
December, 1970 


"Send applications or questions to: - 


"BeV. Regional Committee 

Box 4 
Norton Hall os | 
S.U.N.Y. at Buffalo 
Buffalo, N.Y. e216". . 














b2 
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Source advised that approximately 233 individuals 
departed from various points in the United States on March 22, 
24, 26, and 29, 1971, aboard scheduled airline flights as 
indicated from cities listed below for travel to Mexico City, 
as members of the VB. This group generally travelled under 
the name "Dunbar Associates and travel’ arrangements for these 
individuals were made by the Brighton Travel Agency , Incorpor- 
ated of Brooklyn, New York. 


or 2e, 1974 


Aieats 

Delta Airlines Flight 803 to 
New Orleans and Eastern Airlines 
Flight 905 to Mexico City 

16 individuals 


Chicago 

Ame rican Airlines Flight 389 to 
San Antonio and Braniff Flight 
50 to Mexico City 

11 individuals 


Hous ton 
Pan American Airlines Flight 501 
Mexico City 


6 individuals .. 


New Orleans ; 
Eastern Airlines Flight 905 to 
Mexico City 
ll individuals 


Washington, DC - 

American Airlines Plight 93 
Mexico City 

12 individuals 
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March 24, 1971 


Boston} Northeast Airlines Fligtt 070 to 

John F. Kennedy. International Airport, 

New York and Aeronauves de Mexico Flight 405 to 
Mexico City 

8 individuals 


Chicago 

American Airlines Flight 389 to 

San Antonio and Braniff Flight 51 to 
Mexico City 

4 individuals 


Detroit : 

American Airlines Flight 479 to 

Dallas and American Airlines ‘Flight 93 
Mexico City 

7 individuals 


New York : 

Aeronauves de Mexico Flight 405 to 
Mexico City 

43 individuals -. 


March 26, 1971 


Chicago 

American Airlines Flight 389 to 

san Antonio and Braniff Flight 51 to 
Mexico City 

1 individual 


Dallas 

American Airlines Plight 93 to 
Mexico City 

1 individual 
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Detroit 

American Airlines Flight 479 to 

Dallas and American Airlines a 93 to 
Mexico City 

14. individuals. 


Kansas City - 
Braniff Flight 51 to 
Mexico City a 

17 individuals 


New Orleans 

Eastern Airlines Plight 905 to 
Mexico City 

1 individual 


San Francisco 
- Western Airlines Flight 73 to 
Los Angeles and. Western Airlines Flight 609 to 


Mexico City 
9 individuals 


Washington, DC 

American Airlines Flight 93 to 
Mexico City 

1 individual 


March 29, 1971 


Boston 
American Airlines Flight 57 
3 individuals © 


Chicago 
American Airlines Fight 5] 
5 individuals 


Los Angeles 

Western Airlines Flight 609 to 
Mexico City 

23 individuals 
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New York ’ 


Aeronauves de Mexico Flight 405 to _ g 
Mexico City | . . , 7 
3 individuals. aa | 


San Francisco. ) 
Western Airlines Flight 73 to 
Los Angeles and Western Airlines ee 609 to 3 - 2 


Mexico City 


35 individuals . 





es on 


The April qs 1971, issue of "Prensa Latina" contained 
an article noting that the Fourth Contingent of the VB was 
officially: organized at a camp in the Northwestern part of 
Havana province. The VB members were described as ‘221 radicals 
from 29 states and Washington, DC, who had arrived in Cuba 
by means of four flights beginning March 25, 1971. The last. -: 
group reportedly arrived on March 29, sity via i ineialittaas 
from Mexico,. 


-62= 
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An article continued that the VB members: were 
officially welcomed by RAMON AJON, VB Camp Director, who 
remarked that. "our people recognize the attitude of 

solidarity of the young United States radicals in this 
harvest, Cuba's.main source of wealth". AJON according 

to the article made a proposal, approved by the VB! members 
that an extra work day be held on April 19, 1971, in tribute 
to the 10th Anniversary of the Cuban regime's victory at 
Playa Gyron over what AJON described as “the Mercenary — 
Brigade trained and equipped by the United States". It was 
set out in this article that the VB will cut sugar cane in’. 
Cuba for six weeks and then will tour the country to obtain 
a view of achievements and. problems of the Cuban people. 


"Prensa Latina” 
April 1, 1970 


wie sbaneeeseiea tion of "Prensa latina" 
is contained in the Appendix 
attached hereto. 
‘ c t 

The Fourth Contingent of the VB is expected. to 
arrive via ship at Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada, at 
the end of May upon its return from Cuba. 


"Parade Magazine", a weekly suppliment bh the 
"Long Island Préss", a Long Island New York newspaper, in 
its issue of April i8, 1971, at page 16 contained an item 
captioned "Trained In cuba", which is set forth in part 
as follows; 


"Last year approximately 1,300 United beaten | 
students travelled to Cuba via Canada through the auspices 
of the Venceremos (We Will Conquer) Brigade, which has a 
California office Pai 933 Channing Way in co ii hel 
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"The students helped with the sugar harvest, saw 


what communism was doing to Cuba, in some cases were fevorebly | ay 


impressed and in others unfavorably. 


"Mhis traffic to Castro-land has been going on for 
almost a decade now, and it is difficult to determine whether 
the Cubans have radicalized the United States college students 
or vice versa." _ a 


"Parade Magazine" 
April 18, 1971 


The March 30, 1971, through April 30, 1971, issue 
of "Rat", issue number 21 at pages 21 and 30 contained an 
item captioned "Venceremos Brigade An Elitist Authoritarian 
Organization", which in part contained a letter from one 
LESLIE B, TANNER set forth as follows: ae 


"Dear Sisters, 


"My experience with the Venceremos Brigade was so bad 
that I felt impelled to put it in writing so that other 
sisters might gain insight from it. It appears that the 
revolution, as the Venceremos Brigade sees it, does not honestly 
recognize or take seriously the feminist revolution although 
they say they are struggling with sexism and support women's 
liberation. I was told there were other feminists on the 
Brigade, and our cadre leader reminded me that she was ina 7 
women's collective. However, I had never felt support framher i: | 
and never got any.feeling of where she was coming from. Other 
people in the cadre had had the same reaction. They felt she 
supported the struggles of ‘all oppressed peoples! but that 
where her own oppression lay and how she struggled with that 
did not come through at Back « 


“What I'm saying is that I felt alone.’ Yor two 
years, with the women's movement I have not felt alone. It ; 
became clear that I had ‘stepped out of my sphere.'. Historically, 
women have always. been told their struggle was not a important 


while 
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as other struggles-and today, we are oe ‘told the same thing! 
This is not to say that we should not relate to other peoples 
struggles but it must be done within the women's movement. 


"What happened to’me might serve as one of the | 
examples will make us more aware more conscious. of the fact 
that as feminists we must not compromise our principles-for 
any reason under the sun} If we do, we will pene mer remain 
in the bedroom and the kitchen. 


ug — you will print this. The women eae groups 
(Group 1-8, Lower East Side, NY) are angry and. feel it is 
important to communicate this information to other’ sisters. 


in sisterhood and struggle LESLI B. TANNER." 


"Rat" issue number 21. 
March 30, 1971 ahromgn 
April 30, 1971. 


"Rat" is a New York City aidercréand 
type newspaper which since January, 
1970, has been published by an all 
women's collective. 


"University Review" issue number 18 contained an 
item under the book review section noting a title "Venceremos 
Brigade; Young Americans Sharing the Life and Work of Revolu- 
tionary Cuba", and edited by SANDRA LEVINSON and CAROL BRIGHTMAN 
was being ublished by SIMON and SCHUSTER. The publishing 
price was $8, o5.. ($3. 95 paperback). 


The review notes in part as follows: © 
* gi ee 

"In the 1820's Byron went to help free Greece, in 
the 1930's young men and women went to fight Franco, and in 
the 1960's, in the same noble tradition, groups of. Americans, 
young and old, Black and White, Chicano and Indian,: went. to 
help in the 1970 Cuban zafra (harvest) with its goal of 10 
million tons of sugar. This book is a selection from the. 
letters, diaries” and pore of a Venceremos (we shall conquer) 
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brigade, Asa oe work, it is uneven and repetitive, 
but taken as a whole, it gives a good picture of life in the - 
fields. of Cuba during that important time, and the reaction 
of SSeS aka to a new, communist society." _ 


"University Review". issue number 18 


. TIL.» CONNECTION AND AFFILIATION WITH orHER 
. ‘ORGANIZATIONS 






A. Casa de las Americas (CDLA 


A characterization of the CDLA 
is. contained in the Appendix 
attached hereto. G 


‘A dinner and dance was held at the CDLA , 876 . 
Broadway, New York, New York, on July 25, i970, to raise | 
funds for the Third Contingent of the VB. Sa 











NY seni? 





The VB held a dinner dance on Saturday, March. 13, 
1971, at 109 West 96th Street, New York, cae 








aif ut 
Ur) ag 
2 ‘of 


B. Movimiento Pro sine chiaeiete de Puerto Rico (MPIPR) - 1 : , 


New York Mission (NYM 


A chbpectertaation of the MPIPR - NM 
is-contained in the Appendix 
attached hereto. VA. 


On January 18, 1971, the Central Committee of the 
MPIPR - NYM met at the Casa Puerto Rico, 106 East 14th Street, 
New York, New York. Before the meeting began a representative 
of the VB in New York City spoke about the “forthcoming VB 
trip to Cuba. ‘He’ stated that any individuals travelling with | 
the VB to Cuba must be between the age of 19 and 21, have or 
some education and be a member of the leftist organization. 
He also mentioned that they must be good worker x cause 
. they will be cutting sugar cane while in Cuba. (: J 


.C. Young -Lords -Party (YLP wla) ‘i 


A characterization of the YLP 
is contained in the Appendix 
attached hereto. (u) 
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- WIE 

- The YLP Office at 256 East 3rd Street, New York, 
New York, contained a notice that the VB would hold a film 
showing at the Park Slope Day-Care Center, Brooklyn, New S 
York, on March 14, 1971, at 2:00 PM, 5:00 PM and 8:00 PM. G4) 


The- VB film showing was held at 2:00 PM and 
5:00 PM at the Park Slope Day-Care Center on President 
Street between 6th and 7th Avenues, Brooklyn, New York. The 
center being in the basement of a church at that location. 
Three films were shown: a Cuban film on sports, a Cuban film 
about children in the revolution, and a film about Mazambique. 
Approximately 10.to 15 individuals appeared for the 5:00 PM ~ 
showing and it was indicated that the 8:00 PM showipg would 
not be held because of a poor turnout. V) - 


i) be 
= .  b7D 
Source’ made available a nine severed leafiet captioned 


"The Venceremos Ryptgede in Brooklyn on Sunday", which stated © 
as follows; ; 


"Saludos! 
"The Fourth Venceremos Brigade 


"Will have a film showing at the Park Slope ieyudans 
Center on March 14, a Sunday at 2, at 5 and at 8 in the | 
evening. — we 


"he films include Cerro Pelado ( A Cuban film), 
Mazambique, A day of Plane Hunting ( a North Vas SHEIEeS film), 
and another film. 


"The showing will be held in the basement lof: ‘the 
Lyceum en President Street between 6-7th Avenue, (take D train 
to 7th Avenue, Brooklyn or TRY 7th Avenue to Grand poy Plaza). 


AL four fi ims for a dollar." 


68. | 
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According to i t coe 
Public geiewere Cae the VB had been given $1, 000 .: 
by the CP: to assist in the travel of VB members. to Cuba to 
cut sugar cane. . Inasmuch_as the VB is in financial} difficulties 


hed te came tol] for $3,50Q more 
had taken this matter under avisenent /P} (% vu) 
: a 










Ee Cuban Influeyce 


of the VB in Buffalo, New York, attended a meeting of the VB - 
“SH New York City. After returning to Buffalo she made a 
statement to the effect that there were Cuban na als at 
one of the meetings of the VB in New York City. G Ke 





— eames i 
enne | -weerererrer q/ intl —— lad Sreyelied to 
Cuba three W6@6KS prior to the departure of the Third 5 eg cana 


of the VB for th of and organizing for 

the contingent. an were present with a 
number of high ranking Cuban officials to meet the member 

of the Third Contingent when their ship arrived in. ‘Cuba. irae 
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The Cuban delegation of the Cuban Youth CP to 
the VB made the final approval on the selection of members 








on the National Committee of the VB in 28° ars States 
and also for the regional representatives. (Bio 
o_ b2 
b7D 


L704 
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TV. PROPAGANDA VALUE TO CUBAN covenienr | te ) 


Another government agency furnished the text of . 
Havana, Cuba radio broadcasts concerning the activities in |. 
Cuba of the VB during the period October 3, 1970, through — 
October 14, 1970. The following information was contained 
in these broadcasts on the dates indicated: 


On October 3, 1970, and October 6, 1970, CARLOS 
LIMA, described’ as a Puerto Rican student and member of the | 
VB, advised in a:Cuban radio interview that United States =: 
“cultural imperialism" is an immense problem in Puerto 
Rico. He described medical, education and paUaE AS or, 


in Puerto Rico, .’. ! 


an interview with MARIA ANTON CANDELARTA , described as ao. -- 
Puerto Rican school teacher, who traveled to Cuppa with the VB; 
this interview was similar in nature to the CARLOS LIMA 
ET LEW 


on Ses 4, 1970, a fuban radio station broadcast e 


on betober 5, 1970, a Cuban rads Oo stafzion , broadcast ro 
an interview with GRACIANO and MARTA de PIL A JAUREGUI, des- 
cribed as _VB members. The JAUREGUI couple deScribed the Toes > 
discrimination to which "chicanos" are subjected in the United=-~ 


-. States. They described what they termed the tee Lat and 


cultural discrimination against "chicanos," 


on October 12, L970, @ Cuban radio station proad« 
east an interview with MARTA QUEVEDO, described. as a member 
of the second contingent of the VB. She indicated that the; .” 
current, third,’ VB contingent working on the Isle of Pines, | 
has not received the press coverage afforded the first two*, 
contingents, and then noted that there is a certain lack of = 
romanticism in: the work of the third contingent. She decried-. — 


competition among the brigades and said that the primary stand 


of the entire VB is solidarity with the Cuban Revolution. 
She noted that individual WB members will return to their 
United States communities %~o share their Cuban OETAGRGSS » |, 
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that some will work in organizing further VB contingents, and 
that still others will help "politicizing" people in the 
United Peanee about what is really happRaing pied Cuba. 


An October 13, 1970 Cuban radio proadcast noted 
that the 405 VB-members are presently touring the six 
provinces in Cuba, having participated in tasks of fertilizing, 
planting and harvesting the citrus crop. 
An October 20, 1970 Cub; radio transmission _ 

carried an interview of LAUA MBOW, described as an 
om . American Indian and a member OF ts third contingent of the. 
: .. VB... RAMBOW described the manner in: which older and younger > 
American Indians today are struggling to attain cultural 
nationalism. 


l/, 


% 
a 


An October 14, 1970 Cuban radio broadcast indicated 
that the third contingent of the VB would leave. that day for 
the United States. The broadcast continued that a farewell 
party had been held the previous night in Yonor of .the VB, a 
farewell speech’ having been made by JA x CROMBET , First. 
_Secretary of the Cuban Union of Young Communists. ‘He stated. 
that the confident and concrete demonstration of. solidarity - Pak 
had been an outstanding revolutionary encouragement for both 
the youths and the Cuban people. CROMBET urged all youths to 
unite their efforts in the struggle for the liberation of all 
oppressed people in the world. He added: "Our hearts will 
be eternally open to all revolutionaries in the United States,. 
and at the same time, we will always be ready to eomoat the 
enemy, be it inside or outside, anywhere." 


(4) b2 


b7] 








The September 21, 1970, issue of "Granma"™ self- 
described as the official organ of the Centrai Committee 
of the CP of Cuba at Havana, Cuba, contained an article 
captioned, "Venceremos Brigade Members Say Farewell To 
Tndochinese Representatives Who Were Working On Tale of 
Pines” « . 


This article set forth as follows: 
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"Nueva, Gerona--a farewell meeting was held here 
for the representatives from Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam who 
worked for a week in the citrus groves here, Seton with 
members of the VB. ot 

4 ol 

"Manuel Torres stated that blacks and whites, 
men and women, Vietnamese and North Americans, Laotians 
and Latins all worked for a common objective, ‘a better 
future for all humanity, wnere all men and women. wat be 
brothers...! . i 


wpegeds emphasized that the battle of the | Beopis 
of Indochina is” also our battle. 


"Other: Speakers were Phona Phimachan, Wenig ‘the Laotian 
delegation; Le Thi Chi, from Vietnam; Lea Ibarra, of the © 
VBeo 

"Among those on- the platform were the Foreign 
Secretary of the Union of Young Communists, Javier Ardizones, 
Barbara Taso, Frances Young, and Melody Haitline, of VB, and 
Phan Thi An, member of the People's Assembly of the | Dempomatae:,, 
Republic of Vietnam. " _ 


"aranma"' 
September 21, 1970 


The March 24, 1971, issue of “Granma" at \page Ly 
contained an article captioned "Pirst Group of Young Americans 
From Venceremos Brigade Arrives To Work On Sugar Harvest" 


‘This article set forth as follows: 


_ "Pifty-nine young Americans arrived at Jose 
Marti International Airport to help with the harvesting of 
tae Yuban sugar. Scans as members of the VB. 


"ANGEL. GUERRA, nawbe} of the National Bureau of 
the UdJC; RAMON. AJON, director of the camp for the VB; and | 
several members of the Cuban delegation which will peconpany 
the young Americans welcomed them. 
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"Immediately this new contingent of Americans, 
which has come to show their support and to cooperate in 
the work of the harvest - just as other brigades did during © 
the campaign of 1970 while a third group was helping with - 
the citrus crop on the Isle of Pines - was taken to their. . 
camp near the Ruben Martinez Villena — Mill, . in tHe 
area of Aguacate. ' 


"Like the previous brigades, Bed the others who 
will soon arrive, bringing the number of brigade members up 
to 300,. they will work at cutting cane. This time, they 
will be ground at: the Boris Luis Santa Coloma MLD | in 
Madruga. . 

. "The young Americans of this fourth contingent 
of Venceremos Brigade came from various states, and they 
are part of the radical and progressive movement in the 
United States. 


“Cuban students and laborers will work with the _ 
Americans of the. Venceremos Brigade.' "Granma", March 24, 1971. 


Another’ government agency furnished the. following. 
information obtained from a Havana Cuba radio breadoesy on 
March 7, 1971: — 


"On March 26, 1971, an additional 42 young Americans - 
arrived in Cuba.as part of the fourth contingent of the VB. . 
This contingent began its volunteer cane cutting last Monday 
(March 22, 1971). . The contingent now totals 164 persons. 
It was indicated that the VB contingent will work | aa six 
weeks in AgHESEEe Havana a acl 
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The ethes epventment agency mentioned. above furnished 
further information obtained from a Havana radio broadcasted - 
an additional 57 youths had arrived the previous evening (March 29, 
1971). It was further noted in this broadcast that this VB 
contingent is composed of representatives from progressive and . 


Po 





NY 100-166943 





radical organizations from 29 American ee 


[J | <O 


Another government agency furnished She that 
of a April 13,.1971, Havana Cuba television broadcast of 
a press conference held by members of the Fourth: Contingent - 3 
of the VB at a Cuban work camp. Cuban and foreign gournedilgvs 
participated an . the following VBL members ie ao 


a 





4 MAX HIMEL 5 bg Aer oh or 
.) Vee NILDAVALVETRO ae e, Ts. 2a te tee 
iri | RICK/ RICE | | tgs eee 
| PATRIC LAAROMNEY | me 4 

co GREGO OXSALAZAR * 
© ny, Oa PHIJ/GARDINER © 
hig ae aires : 

(Alf names phonetic) 


Se At the beginning of the eatenenee: PATRICIA ROMNEY. . 
read the following statement. (as translated from spgntsh) in 
the name of all her comrades: . 7 


| "we, - the fourth Venceremos Brigade, jodnshanda es 
with our Cuban brothers and sisters in the struggle against _ 
American Imperialism and for the construction of a society 
of the new man and woman. We acknowledge that the United 
States has maintained its neocolonialist empire by dividing 
the masses with racial and class boundaries. We denounced 
the divide-and-conquer policy when we came to Cuba to 
demonstrate our solidarity through our work, not only with 
our Cuban brothers and sisters, but with the Strugete of all 
the oppressed peoples and the Third World. 7 *% 


et | doing this, we smashed the criminal economic > 
and mental blockade that the United States is trying to ~ — 
force upon Cuba. We acknowledge that racism is one of the 
basic divisive tools that the American white ruling class uses...» 
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"The realities of underdevelopment are not only manifested 
in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, but also in the urban and 
rural areas of America. e 4 


"The United States has never shown respect for 
the integrity of the peoples of the Third World and other 
oppressed people. We must point out the harassing and — 
repressive policies of the U. S. Government against present 
and former members of the Brigade. The U. S. people are 
increasingly aware of the lack of truth in U. S.-Government 
announcements; for example, the use of Lieutenant CALLEY 
as @ scapegoat in trying to cover up for the Government's 
genocidal policies in Indochina, and U. S. Government sources! 
attempts to curb all information that does not emanate from 
them in connection with the just struggles of all BEOPEES in 
the world, 


"We will take advantage of this visit to pring 
back to the U.S. people the truth about the Cuban revo- 
lution and the imperialist and neocolonialist policies that 
are trying to obstruct it. On this tenth anniversary of the 
Cuban people&S victory against U. S. aggression at Playa 
Giron, we reaffirm our support for the just struggles of the 
Vietnamese, Dominican, Guinean, and Palestine peoples. Wherever 
we look we see the need to fight against American imperialism, 
racism, and neocolonialism. Cuba won, we shall win. 


Reporter: "Could you tell us something about the 
measures adopted by your Government, and the Re NOne used 
by you to overcome them?" 


Answer (No English voice heard in the badkaround) 
"Regarding the question posed as to why we come to Cuba in 
spite of imperialism's efforts to stop us, we would: like to 
say that the struggle that is taking place is universal. The 
peoples acknowledge it, and we are aware that we have to 

-demonstrate our solidarity with our brothers and sisters in 

the Third World and also with Cuba. It has to be done by all 
means. By all means, we had to come to Cuba to show our 
solidarity with the Cuban people and with all oppressed peoples 
i &truggle against American imperialism throughout the 
world, 
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Reporter ALBERTO LANDA from"Juventud Rebelde" 
newspaper: | 


"Your trip to Cuba has been the object of) speculations. 
Many persons in. the United States have tried to tie; in the © 
brigade members with sabotage actions that have recently 
occurred in the United States. I would like to know your 
opinion regarding this matter and, at the same time, what 
are the objectives of the U. S. Government and lis acameananes 
in connection with this problem?" 


answer (No English voice in ease 


"In connection with the bombs that have been set 
off, we would like to make it known that we support the 
struggle at all levels. In connection with any ties between. 
our. visit to Cuba and the bombs, we want it known that 
we have come here to construct and help the Cubans construct. 
It would be. interesting to note that there are talks about 
the bombs in the United States when bombs are precisely | 
being used to destroy North Vietnam. However, we have come 
to Cuba to help construct something as opposed. to this 
attitude of the U. S. Government. The United States Govern-~ 
ment is trying to establish some connection between, us and 
the bomb blasts that have occurred in the United States simply 
because it does not want anyone to learn that we have come 
here to construct, and that we will return nome to help 
disseminate the truth about what is really going on in Cuba. 
We will tell the U. S. people how a new society and a new 
way of life is being constructed, a society in which bombs 
would never be used to destroy the people," 
[ee 2 
" bY 


The April (18, 1971, issue of [__]J eaneadiees an 
article captioned "statement By The Venceremos Brigade 'We 
Came To Cuba To Demonstrate Our Solidarity Through Work’. e 





3 
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This article is set forth in part as follows : 
" 'Cuba won, Vietnam is winning and we “will Wits wd! 

With these words, the young people of the Venceremos Brigade 

concluded their: press conference at their camp located in the 
area of Aguacate, Havana Province. 


"A panel composed of seven young nanan. of the 
Venceremos Brigade, which has been cutting cane for the last 
two weeks, answered questions put to them by both Cuban and 
foreign newsmen. 


"At the beginning of the press conference, Pat Romney, 
on behalf of the Brigade, read a declaration in which its 
members underscored their solidarity with the Cuban Revolution 
and denounced the policy of U. S. DETTE toward the 
peoples of the Third World. 


"Phe other members of the panel - Nilda Alverio, Marge 
Himel, Ric Ricard, Gregorio Salazar, Phil Gardiner and Skip 
Delano ~ joined Pat Romney in answering questions posed by 
the newsmen, 


"Press Statement 


"The statement read by members of the Brigade, is as 


follows: 


"tWe, the fourth Venceremos Brigade, join hands with 
our Cuban brothers and sisters in the struggle against U. S. 
imperialism and for the construction of a society of the new 
man and new woman, We know that the United States has maine 
tained its neocolonialist empire by dividing the masses along 
racial and class lines. By coming to Cuba to demonstrate 
solidarity by means of our work, not only with our Cuban . 
brothers and sisters but also with the oppressed peoples of 
the =e World, we are denouncing the policy of ‘divide and 
conquer.' In doing this, we are breaking the criminal economic 
and mental blockade the United States is trying ae ‘teen on 
Cuba. 
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mo 1We recognize that racism is one of the: i principal 
instruments for dividing used by the white ruling. class of 
the United States. Colored people are waging 42 Struggle every- 
where in the world, just as they are within the United States. 
The realities of underdevelopment are reflected not only in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America but also in urban and rural areas of 
North America. We affirm that the common economic, cultural 
and racial exploitation of our brothers and sisters of the 
Third World has put them in the vanguard of the ih i bi 
the liberation and development of mankind. 

" ‘The United States has never respected the integrity 
of the peoples of the Third World and other oppressed peoples, 
and the reality of the economic and armed intervention by the 
U. S. Government has obliged these peoples to view their 
struggles as the same struggle of all. OSPAAAL, the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity and the united struggle of the peoples 
of Indochina aré examples of this. Therefore, the growing 
anti-imperialist white movement in :the United States salutes 
the examples of. the blacks , Latins, Indians and Asians both 
‘in the United States and in the Third World. 


. " ‘Finally, we must point out the U. S.. Government's 
policy of persecution and repression against past and present 
members of our Brigade. It is clear that the object of this | 
policy of repression is that of maintaining the U. S. blockade, 
a blockade that is aimed not only at isolating the Cuban Revolu- 
tion but also at isolating the minds of the U. S. people. The 
people of the United States are increasingly more aware of the 
lack of veracity of the information put out by the U. S. Govern- 
ment. One example of this is the utilization of Lieutenant 
Calley as a scapegoat in trying to disguise the Government's 
policy of genocide in Indochina. Despite attempts by U. S. 
governmental circles to repress any source of information 

' other than that established by themselves in connection with 

the just struggles of the peoples of the world, we will take 
advantage of this opportunity to tell the U. S. people. the 

truth about the Cuban Revolution and the imperialist and 
neocolonialist policy employed in trying to aaa obstacles in 
its.path,. 


ee ae 
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" tOn the occasion of the 1Oth anniversary of the 
Cuban people's victory over U. S. aggression at Playa Giron, 
we reaffirm our support of the just struggles of the peoples 
of Vietnam, the Dominican Republic, Guinea and Palestine. 
Everywhere we look, we see the need to figat sauna! U, Se 
imperialism, racism and colonialism. 


" 'tcuba won, Vietnam is winning and we will win...! " 
3 & 4. W- 


" Answering newsmen's questions, the young people on. 
the panel asserted their legal right to come to Cuba, and 
Puerto Rican Nilda Alverio spoke of repressive measures used 
by the U. S. Government against Venceremos Brigade members... 


"Concerning what the capitalist press has to say 
about the Venceremos Brigade, Marge Himel commented that the 
press as a rule claims that 'we come here to be trained in 
guerriila methods. They can't think of any other reason and 
fail to understand that the Cuban Revolution means the ereation 
of the new man and the new woman,! 


"In answer to a question regarding what they had 
expected to find in Cuba, the young people said, ‘We had 
expected to find a society very different from. the one we live 
in, and it turned ‘our just that:way!, adding that they had 
seen it in their relations with others at work, in the great 
spirit of the Cuban people, ‘who know they are building communism, 
a society that will benefit all the people.' 


"Nilda:Alverio related that a 21-year-old ‘black 
comrade in her brigade exclaimed one day that she had been the 
victim of repression for 21 years and that she felt free for 
the first time in her life. ‘That's how we feel', Nilda 
remarked »e. 


'vMarge Himel related her experiences in her contacts 
with the Cuban people, both in Havana and in the town of 
Aguacate, commenting that she had been impressed by,the high 
political level implicit in the many questions children asked 
her and by the fact that the people of Cuba do not regard the 
people of the United States as their enemies. 


-'80 - 
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"The sentiment of the entire Brigade was summed 
up by SKIP DELANO when he said tWe have learned to love 
the Cuban people.'!" 


"Tyana Carrasco" 


"Granma" 
April 18, 1971 
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GLOSSARY gh) 


en) 


attended an SDS meeting at 
Boston University in Boston, Massachusetts 


in jal tie 1969. 
gl) 








ee on 








[ Jattendea @ Progressive Labor Party 


(PLP) Marxist class held at 210 West 1l0lst 
Street, New York City (NYC), on January 5,~° 
1967 and ‘April 16, 1967. fe) W ee 





A characterization of the PLP is sonteinee yt 
the appendix attached hereto, 


The Alternate U. (AU) bulletin for the Spring 


of 1967 reflects tha taught 
a& course in , 


AU Bulletin, - i 
Spring, 1967 . 





A vindateiantinn of AU is contained in the 
daa attached hereto. , 


- 82 - ; oe 
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was [for t the ae ee 
Student ReGen re Committee on 
(SNCC) in 1968. a ; 





. A pene Renee me ree of the sNncc is contained in 
_ the appendix attached hereto. 






| 


The March 16, 1968 issue of the "Guardian" listed 
Ss a sponsor of the 


Cnc), — | | 
ie vias 


NY 100-166943 


The July 10, 1968 issue of the "New york Times", 
a NYC daily newspaper, contained an item 
reflecting that the founders of the NUC eonegive 


of it as a post graduate SDS. i 


A characterization of the "Guardian" ig . ‘gontained 
in the appendix attached hereto... a 


oo 


was in Havana, Cuba for the July 26, 
1970 celebration for Cuban Liberation, 


= a) " 


[was one of the oe of. the NY 


Newsreel in the NYC area in 1968 


—— 4-© 


A characterization of Newsreel is contained in 
the io attached seers 


j 


Records of thé New York 
City Police Department, 


NY, NY 
June 25, 1968 

















bic 
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Saas 





of Liberation News Service “(Ns ) and one 
SDS shared an SDS meeting at the ee College of 
New York, NY, NY, on September 23, 1969. 
b2 
b7D 





A characterization of LNS is contained ib the 
aa a attached hereto. 


~ BS = 
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i. - 2 "| APPENDIX 


ALTERNATE U. 


The "Washington Square Journal," a New York 
University student newspaper, in its February 10, 1969, 
issue on page 1, carried an article entitled, “Alternate U; 
Offers No Grades, Credit," which stated in part as follows: 


"A ‘college’ free of grades, credit and age 
restrictions created to give alienated Americans the tools 
to correct social injustices will officially open its doors 
today ina third~floor loft at 137 West 14 Sto, Manhattan. 


“aptly called ‘Alternate U.', the niet school 
will provide people disaffected from lust ntent education 
and the American Empire in general with a means of understanding. - 
and then coping with the forces that influence their lives 
and the human conditions." 


The Pall, 1970, Catalog of Alternate . UL war ecies | 
that the school was at that time located at 530 Sixth Avenue, 
New York, New York. Among courses listed in this catalog were: 

Introduction to Marxism-Leninism, Das Kapital, 
Anarcho-Communism, Revolutionary Cuba, Redefining Marxism in 
the Light of Phenomenology, Mao Tse-Tung and the Chinese 
Revolution, bi 7 in Film and Revolution and. Seif Defense 
Workshop. 


A ‘pauees advised on January 26, 1971, that 
Alternate U. was at that time defunct. 
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APPENDIX 
de 


AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 


The "Guide to Subversive Grehnteeeions and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States house of Representatives, . 


Washington,-D.C. contains the ical concerning the : 
American Labor. Party: : 


"AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 


"l. "For years, the Communists have put forth 

_-: the greatest efforts to capture the entire 
American Labor Party throughout New York 
State. They succeeded in capturing the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the. 
American Labor Party but outside of 
New York City they have been unable to 

-. . win control. 
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 1311 on the CIO Political 
Action Committee, March 29, 1944, p. 78.) 


‘Communist dissimulation extends into 

the field of political parties forming 

political front organizations such as the 
_ # ® * arerican Labor Party. The Communists 
' are thus enabled to present their candidates. 

for elective office aneer other than a 

Straight Communist label. 

(Internal Security a ies of the 

Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook for 

Americans, S. Doc.1i7, April 23, 1556, 

Pp. 9i.)” 


On October 7, 1956, PETER HAWLEY, New York State 
Chairman, American Labor Party, publicly announced the 
American Labor Party State Committee unanimously approved 
a resolution dissolving the organization and ordering the 
liquidation of its assets. 
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APPENDIX 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
Also Known As 
Black Panther Party for Self- Defense 


According to the official newspaper of the Black 
Panther Party (BPP), the BPP was started during December, 
1966, in Oakland, California, to organize black people so 
they can take control of the life, politics, and the destiny 
of the black community. It was organized by BOBBY G. SEALE, 
BPP Chairman, and HUEY P, NEWTON, Minister of Defense, BPP. 


The official newspaper, called "The Black Panther," 
regularly states that the BPP advocates the use of guns and 
guerrilla tactics in its revolutionary program to end oppression 
of the black people. Residents of the black community are 
urged to arm themselves against the police who are ss sacra ale 
referred to as "pigs" who should be killed. 


The newspaper, in its issue of ‘September’ 7, 1968, 
had an article by the then Minister of Education, GEORGE 
MURRAY. This article ended with the following: © 


"Black men. Black people, colored persons of 
America, revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only 
culture worth keeping is revolutionary culture. Change. 
Freedom everywhere. Dynamite! Black power.. oe gun. 
Kill the pigs everywhere." . a. 


The BPP newspaper, issue of October 5, 1968, had an 
article introduced with the following statement: ."We will 
not dissent from American government. We will overthrow te 2 


DAVID HILLIARD, Chief of Staff, BPP, in a speech 
at the San Francisco Polo Field on November 15, 1969, said 
"We will kill Richard Nixon." 


DAVID HILLIARD, in the "New York Times," issue of 
December 13, 1969, was quoted as follows: "We advocate the 
very direct over throw of the ‘government by way of force 
and violence." 
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2. - ABPENDIX 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY (cont’d) 


In the issue of April 25, 1970, the BPP newspaper 


had an article ee Minister of Culture EMORY DOUGLAS as 
toltows : 


TRO eniay way to make this racist US. governuent 
administer justice to the people it is. oppressing, is. 
by taking up arms against this government, killing the 
officials, until the reactionary forces...are dead, and 
those that are left turn their weapons on their superiors, 
thereby passing revolutionary judgement against the number 
one enemy of all csenaainla the racist U.S, government. 


Tho BEP Headquarters is located at 1046 Peralta 
Street, Oakland, California, Branches of the BPP, and 
Coamittess ¢o Coabat Fascism, under control of the BPP, 
haye been established in. various TOCASE ORS in eRe ‘United 
Scates of Ageries. 
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APPENDIX 


CASA DE LAS AMERICAS 


On May 14, 1970, a source advised thet the Casa . 
de las Americas (CDLA), an organization composed of pro-FIDEL 
CASTRO and pro-Communist individuals, formed in April, 1964, 
has its headquarters on the fourth floor, 876 Broadway, New 
York City. a : 


The source advised that CDLA is ostensibly formed 
as a gocial club, but in effect it acts as a focal point for 
revolutionary peoples sympathetic to the Cuban government. 
Although it is not directly controlled by the Cuban Mission 
to the United Nations (CMUN), many Cuban personnel attend 
its functions and at least an indirect link with CMUN is 
present. CDLA has fund-raising affairs and contributes 
money to the, CMUN. CDLA also gives financial support to 
other revolutionary groups representing countries other than 
Cuba. Through CMUN, various propaganda materials of a 
Communist nature are found at CDLA, Boge 


1 
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COMMITTEE OF RETURNED VOLUNTEERS (CRV) 


A source on May cP 1969, furnished CRV literature 
in which the CRV was described as being established ‘in 1966 
in New York, as an independent national organization of 
persons who have worked as volunteers in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America. Its members have served in such programs as 
the American Friends Service Committee, the Peace Corps, 
International Voluntary Services, Frontier elie ‘Yale- 
in-China and others. 


The CRV, whose aims are educational and political, 
seeks to influence United States policy toward Asia, Africa 
and Latin America as well as towards emerging communities in 
this country. It has provided support for: "those who have 
chosen to resist the draft, overseas volunteers who /nave 
exercised their rights of expression, the end of travel 
restrictions on United States citizens, and the international- 
ization of volunteer service programs," among other aims and 
purposes. : 


A second source on December 16, 1969, also furnished 
CRV literature indicating that "forty members of CRV visited 
Cuba during the summer of 1969 to experience first hand life 
in a revolutionary society, and to express solidarity with the 
*. Cubans! defiance of United States hegemony in Latin) America." 


A third source on September 30, 1970, made 
available the September, 1970 issue of the "CRY" (Newsletter) 
which announced the CRV was located at 840 west Oakdale, — 
Chicago, Tonnes 60657; telephone 312-477-3340. | 
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APPENDIX 


THE "GUARDIAN" FORMERLY KNOWN AS 
“NATIONAL GUARDIAN" WEEKLY GUARDIAN 
ASSOCIATES, INCORPORATED 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 1961, 
prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C., contains the following concerning the 
"National Guardian:" 


"1, oe’ established by the American Labor 
Party in 1947 as a "progressive" weekly..'. 
it has menifested itself from the beginning 
as a virtual official propaganda arm or 
Soviet HOSS Le s za 


Beginning with the February 10, 1968, issue, the 
"National Guardian" became the "Guardian." 


The May 9, 1970 issue of the "Guardian" is self- 
described as an “independent radical newsweekly." 


- 

The December, 1968 issue of the "New York Times” 
carried an interview with the editors of the "Guardian." One 
of the editors stated: "Our job is to build a radical movement. 
To quote the Cuban Revolutionaries, we are not. only to. write 
about it, but also to meve alons with it...we are movement 
people acting as journalists. 


“The ‘Guardian’ takes a secone left position, but 
it is not identified with any organized group because it believes 
that an American left ideology is still in the making. One of 
its purposes is to break away from the cliches of the . left 
ideology of the past." 4 


A source advised in May, 1970 that the “Guardian” 
is located at 32 West 22nd Street, New York, New York. 


A characterization of the American 
Labor Party is attached soparateliv, 
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ds * APPENDIX 


LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 
THE NEW MEDIA PROJECT 


The Liberation News Service is self-described as 
an underground news wire service, with headquarters in New 
York City, which publishes news packets twice weekly that 
are sold to radical New Left underground newspapers. It 
was founded in 1967, and reportedly has over 200 subscribers, 
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MOVIMIENTO PRO-INDEPENDENCIA DE PUERTO RICO 
{PUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT) 


The Movimiento Pro-Independencia de Puerto Rico 
(MPIPR) was organized in November, 1959, at Ponce, ‘Puerto Rico. 
It has a current membership of about 700 - 800 persons. with 
several thousand sympathizers. The MPIPR is organized in 
missions which are located in various towns throughout 
Puerto Rico. There are also members and sympathizers in 
the continental United States. The MPIPR National Resdguar rere 
is located at 1122 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Rio Piedras, | 
Puerto Rico. 


At the time the MPIPR was organized, it indicated 
that it did not advocate violence but would accept members 
who did. JUAN MARI. BRAS, the founder and dominant leader 
of the organization, in a speech in 1964, threatened violence. 
comparable to that in Algeria, 1964, if Puerto Rico became a 
state within the United States. 


MARI BRAS, in an editorial appearing in the 


March 15, 1970, issue of "Claridad," the MPIPR newspaper, 
stated that "in Puerto Rico there is an incipient armed 
struggle on the part of pro-independence individuals who 
consider it their patriotic duty to conduct warfare against 
the empire which dominates us. We believe that every 
Puerto Rican has the right to make war. against the invaders 
of our country. And war is mainly killing and dying.” 


The press.of Puerto Rico has reported that the 
MPIPR has held numerous public meetings and demonstrations 
at which they protested compulsory military service for 
Puerto Ricans and United States policy in Vietnam. . The 
MPIPR has further urged the boycott of elections in Puerto 
Rico. 

On April 21, 1970, during the course of a 
program on WTSJ Television in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
MARI BRAS stated that the MPIPR has innumerable contacts: 
with revolutionary organizations in South America,: Canada, 
Cuba, Europe, Africa’and Asia. Through 1969, the MPIPR 
had a permanent representative stationed in Havana, Cuba. 
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APPENDIX 


MOVIMIENTO PRO INDEPENDENCIA 

DE PUERTO RICO (PUERTO RICAN 
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT) (MPIPR) - 
NEW YORK MISSION (NYM) 


A source advised on August 15, 1961, that the New 
York Mission (NYM) of the Movimiento Pro Independencia de 
Puerto Rico (MPIPR) was organized on August 6, 1961, in New 
York City. 


A second source advised on May 13, 1970, ‘that the 
NYM is also known as the "Mision Vito Marcantonio." The 
source further advised that the NYM continues to support 
and promote all of the aims and principles of the MPIPR as 
set forth by the headquarters of the MPIPR in Puerto Rico. 


On December 5, 1967, the second source advised 
that on December 3, 1967, the offices of the NYM were moved 
from 336 East 13th Street, New York, New York, to the Casa 
Puerto Rico, which is the meeting and social hall of one 
NYM at 106 East 14th Street, New York, New York. 


On May 13, 1970, the second source ndivised that 
the NYM continues to utilize the Casa Puerto Rico, 106 
East 14th Street, New York, New porn eS as its official office 
and meeting hall. 


A phglirneierd one tan of the MPIPR 
is set out separately. 
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APPENDIX 





NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


The Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
report 3123, September 21, 1950, cites the National Lawyers 
Guild (NLG) as a Communist front which is the foremost | legal 
bulwark of the Communist Party. ot co b7C 





A confidential source advised during april, 1969, 
that the President of the NLG stated at a NLG banquet held in 
New York City on April 12, 1969, that the NLG has organized 
young people to work in a radical movement which is seeking to 
destroy a corrupt, violent society. 


A second source advised on April 17, 1969, that the 
President of the New York Chapter of the NLG spoke at above 
banquet stating that the purpose of the NLG is to advance the 
"social revolution” taking place in this country. In further- 
ance of this purpose, the NLG has established Student Guild 
Chapters and given counsel to draft resistors and military 
personnel seeking peace. 


A third source furnished information on October 20, 
1969, that the NLG is ‘going through a change which is . 
evidenced by dissension between the young and old members 
of the guild. 


Hanford and Henderson Corporation, 
71 Murray Street, New York City, advised on May 20, 1970, that 
the NLG currently occupies the 9th floor at 1 Hudson Street, 
New York, New York, with a lease effective until Apebly 1974. 
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NEW YORK COMMITTEE TO FREE ANGELA DAVIS 


ANGELA DAVIS was apprehended in New York City on 
October 13, 1970, for Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution 

in the State of Californiz.. A warrant had been issued charging 
her with kidnapping and murder. DAVIS is a self-admitted 
Communist Party (CP) member who had been a teacher pe the 
University of Califernia at Los Angeles. 


A confidential source advised on October 16, 1970, 
that the National Office of the CP of the United States of 
America (USA) is setting up a defense committee for ANGELA 
DAVIS. JAMES TORMEY who is in charge of the Defense Committee | 
CP, USA, is responsible for this task. 4 


The "Daily World", an east coast communist newspaper, 
issue of October 24, 1970, carried an article which stated 
"The New York Committee to Free Angela Davis" was formed 
October 23, 1970, and JOSE STEVENS, described as "the Harlem 
Organizer of the Communist Party" was elected chairman of the 
committee. 


The “Daily World" issue of October 30, 1970, carried 
an advertisement. stating the New York Committee to Free Angela 
Davis is located at 29 West 15th Street, 7th floor, New York 
City. 
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APPENDIX _ 


THE NEWS REEL 

The Newsreel, according to its own catalogue a 
number 5, published in March, 1969, was founded in January, | 
1968, with its primary objectives set forth as “Newsreel 
hopes to serve as a medium of agitation, diffusion and | 
exchange of revolutionary experiences as well as of the: 
most noble ideas of men who cars Sal for the full liberty 
of humanity.°® 

In November, 1969, a source furnished information 
whieh rvefleeted that "Newsree] is a national political 
propaganda organization that has approximately 150 fuli-time 
activists in its nine regional offices. The group uses’ 
films and ether propaganda in aiding the revolutionary 
movement. WNewsreel members speak with people about the! 
films wherever possible, and in each region, work with 
mavement eampaigqns threugh their specific skills: filmmaking. 
ang distribution, research, poster and eetiee making and 
general prepaganda WOEK.° 


In Maren , 1970, a seeond source advised that 
fhe Newsreel office is loeated at 322 Seventh Avenue, New 
York, New York, This source further stated that The | 
Newsreel had developed into an organization under the concept. 
of a "communal ctype of leadership" in that all members were 
equal and. all had equal voice in running the organization. 
individual leaders could no longer be defined under the: 
commune prineiples but all members identified with the New 
Left movemant in all eReE ees 
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PRENSA LATINA 


Prensa Latina (PL) is a Cuban news agency organized 
June 16, 1959, with headquarters in Havana, Cuba, and 
branches throughout the world. Its New York Office is 
located in Room 367, United Nations Secretariat Building, 
New York City. It follows an editorial policy which is 
anti-United States and pro~Soviet Union. 


On April 16, 1962, PL filed a statement with the 
United BEAtGH Depar tient of Justice conceding that!the agency 
receives the sum of $125,000 (Cuban) monthly from Radio 
Difusora Nacional, an agency of or under the supervision of 
a ministry of the Government of the Republic of Cuba. 


on april 18, 1962, PL entered a plea of Aus 
contendere in: Federal District Court, Washington, BC, to 
a charge of failure to comply with the provisions of the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended, and 
was fined $2,000. ! 
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PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 


The "New York Times" city edition Tuesday, 
April 20, 1965, Page 27, reported that a new party of 
"revolutionary socialism" was formally founded on April 18, 
1965, under the name of the Progressive Labor Party (PLP), 
which had been. known as the Progressive Labor Movement. 


According to the article, "The Progressive Labor 
Movement was founded in 1962, by MILTON. ROSEN and MORTIMER 
SCHEER after they were expelled from the Communist Party of 
the United States for assertedly following the. 5 aati 
Communist line." 


A source advised on June 3, 1968, that: the PLP 
held its Second National Convention in New York City, May 31, 
to June 2, 1968, at which time the PLP reasserted its 
objective of the establishment of a militant working class 
movement based on MaEwi Se Lens Sh; 


The source also advised that at the Second National 
Convention, MILTON ROSEN was unanimously re-elected National 
Chairman of the PLP and LEVI LAUB, FRED JEROME, JARED ISRAEL, 
WILLIAM EPTON, JACOB ROSEN, JEFFREY GORDON and WALTER LINDER 
were elected as the National Committee to lead the PLP until 
the next convention. 

| 

The PLP publishes "Progressive Labor," a bimonthly 

magazine, and "Challenge=-Desafio," a monthly newspaper. 


Source advised on May 25, 1970, that the PLP 
utilizes an address of General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn, 
New York, and also utilizes an office in Room 617, 1 Union 
Square Beets New York, New York. 





- 
NS 


NY 100-166943 


APPENDIX 


REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENT 


A source advised that the Revolutionary Youth 
Movement II (RYMII) faction of Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS) held a national conference at Atlanta, Georgia, 
from November 26 to 30, 1969. At this conference it was 
decided to form a new organization to be known as Revolutionary 
Youth Movement (RYM), characterized as a mass anti-imperialist 
youth organization, said organization being proposed as 
separate and distinct in form and content from SDS. The 
"Principles of Unity" adopted by the conference included a 
struggle against white supremacy and male supremacy; fights 
against imperialism, anticommunism, fascism and oppression 
of youth; and support of the right of self-determination of 
all "oppressed nations," also support of the right of: all 
“oppressed and exploited" peoples "to armed self-defense." 
It was agreed that RYM would not be a Marxist-Leninist 
organization; however, source said this was decided in order 
to indicate an organization broad enough in form to be 
acceptable to everyone. A temporary National Steering 
Committee (NSC) made up of eight females and two males was 
elected to govern RYM until national officers could be 
elected during the Spring of 1970. 


RYM publications have listed the RYM National Office 
(HO) at Post Office Box 5421 and Post Office Box 77012 C, 
both Atlanta, Georgia, and a second source has advised that 
the NO has no office space but would probabiy be considered as 
located at Apartment 27, 1067 Alta Avenue, Northeast: Atlanta. 


‘Second source advised that women dominated the 
founding conference and have continued to dominate NSC 
meetings to the point that "women's liberation" has apparently 
become the RYM's principal issue - also that RYM's poor 
financial condition has resulted in its failure to publish 
a paper. During early 1970, RYM has decided to cater to 
the working class rather than youth, since the potential for 
social revolution lies in workers . 


A third source has stated that it was decided at 
the March, 1970, NSC meeting that RYM women had decided the 
organization will be molded into a "working class, Marxist- 
Leninist, revolutionary, anti-imperialist, problack 
nationalist, people's women's liberation organization.” 


A characterization of the SDS 
is set out separately. ; 
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STUDENT NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE 


A confidential source advised the Student National 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), formerly known as the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, is a nonmembership organ~ 
ization founded in 1960 nae the civil rights movement wis 
the South. 


Under. the leadership of STOKELY CARMICHAEL, who was 
National Chairman during the period of 1966-67, SNCC evolved 
from a civil rights oriented group into a- black revolutionary 
organization. 


A publication entitled "1967 High Tide of Black 
Resistance" indicates the year 1967 was considered by SNCC- 
as a historic milestone for the liberation of the black people 
in the United States. The publication declared that "liberation 
will come only when there is final destruction of this mad 
octopus - the capitalistic system of the United States with all 
its life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism that choke 
the people of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 


: A second confidential source advised that in April, 
1969, SNCC moved its National Headquarters from Atlanta, 
Georgia, to New York City where it is presently located at 
St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 336 West 20th Street, New York 
Cli. , 


H. RAP BROWN announced at a press conference in New 
York City on July 22, 1969, that he had been elected Chairman 
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. ‘(He announced 
that the organization was dropping the word "nonviolent" from 
its title and would be known as the Student National Coordinating 
Committee. BROWN, at that time, stated the use of ‘force is 
necessary in obtaining revolutionary goals. 


A Federal warrant was issued for BROWN on May 14, 1970, 
at Baltimore, Maryland, charging him with unlawful interstate 
flight to avoid prosecution for arson, inciting to:riot and 
failure to appear (Title 18, United States Code, Section 1073) « 
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STUDENT NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE (cont! 


A third confidential source advised that as of May, 
1970, SNCC has.secured a lease on premises in Augusta, Georgia, 
which SNCC intends to convert into a "coffee house" for GIs 
from nearby Fort Gordon, Georgia, to disseminate anti-~ 
establishment propaganda. 


SNCC also has in the planning stage an agrarian 
reform program for black tenant farmers and the resumption 
of classes at the H. Rap Brown Liberation School in; Atlanta, 
Georgia. | 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 


Students for a Democratic Society, commonly : 
known as SDS, came into existence at a founding convention 
held during June, 1962, at Port Huron, Michigan., From an 
initial posture of “participatory democracy," Marxist- 
Leninist ideology of various shadings became predominant 
during 1968-1969 with debate centering on how best to create 
a revolutionary youth movement. SDS moved from involvement 
in the civil rights struggle to an anti-Vietnam war position 
to advocacy of a militant anti-~imperialist line linking up 
the oppressed. peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America 
with the black liberation movement in the United States. 

All major factions within SDS embrace Marxism-Lenism 

and identify internationally with China, Cuba and North 
Vietnam as. countries leading the worldwide struggles 
against the United States. However, the Soviet Union 
was regarded as. imperialist and with the Communist Party, 
United States of America, “revisionist” in nature. 


SDS operated under a national constitution which 
called for an annual National Convention (NC) and quarterly 
National Council meetings wherein programs were initiated 
and debated. Three national officers were elected annually 
with a National Interim Committee to run the organization. 
Regional offices and college chapters elected delegates to 
the national meetings but each functioned independently on 
local matters. Its official publication “Pire” (formerly 
"New Left Notes") last appeared in December, 1969. 


Internal factionalism of serious proportions 
developed during 1968 = 1969 and the following three factions 
evolved as a result of a split at the June, 1969, NC: 
Weatherman, Worker Student Alliance (WSA), and Revolutionary 
Youth Movement (RYM). The effect of the split on SDS chapters 
throughout the country was divisive. Some aligned with one 
or the other of the three major factions. Others, unable to 


identify with any faction, disassociated with SDS _ ee ee 
and changed names . 


The SDS national office in recent years. was 
located at 1608 West Madison Street, chicagey Tilinois. 
was closed in i tial 1970. 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (cont'd) 


‘The Weatherman and RYM groups no longer consider 
themselves associated with SDS, and the WSA REPS refers to 
itself as the true SDS. 


Characterizations of Weatherman, WSA 
and RYM are set out separately. 
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VENCEREMOS BRIGADE : 





The Venceremos Brigade (VB) has been publicly 
described as a group of American volunteers travelling to 
Cuba, at the invitation of the Cuban Government, Mires assist 
in the harvesting of sugar cane. 


; 7 
The VB, organized in June, 1969, — a coalition 
of the "New Left" in open defiance of the United States 
Department of State ban on travel to Cuba, has already 
sponsored two contingents to Cuba. One group of over 200 
Americans travelled to Cuba via Mexico in November. ~ Decem- 
ber, 1969, for a stay of almost two months. The second 
group of over 500 Americans departed by Cuban vessel at 
St. John's, New Brunswick, Canada, on mes nas 13>, 1970, 
and returned. on: April 28, 1970. 


. Wenceremon® translated means "we will “ wen,® a 
slogan of the late CHE GUEVERA, Cuban revolutionary leader. 
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WEATHERMAN 


Initially called the "Action Faction,” ‘Weather .aAy 
cam: into being immediately before the June, 1969, iStudent 
for a bemocratic Society (SDS) hational ‘Convention | (NC) . 
At this NC Weatherman won all three national officer positions 
and a majority of the National Interim Committee-as well. 
Subsequently, they took over the SDS National Office (NO) 
in Chicago, and controlled its funds, paper and national 
records. Although internal struggle existed until ‘late nk 
Weatherman for all major purposes controlled SDS national} 
from June, 1969, until its KO closed in Pebruary, ‘1970. at 
this time it no _ longer considered itself part of SDS . 


The term Weatherman emerged from an idealogical 
paper prepared by its leaders entitled "You bon't Weed a 
Weatherman to Know: Which Way the Wind: Blows" (“New Left 
Notes" June 18, 1969). This statement outlined the basic 
Stance of Weatherman: Marxist-Leninist in content but with 
strong advocacy. that action not theory would bring about 
revolution in the United States. This posture was complemented 
with an international identification to the Cuban ‘revolution 
and CASTRO's statement that the duty of a revolutionary is 
to make revolution. 


During October, 1969, Weatherman riots in: 
Chicago resulted in more than 260 arrests for mob action 
and related charges. A program of armed struggle was 
finalized during a December, 1969, “War Council" whercin 
terrorist tactics and political assassination were | 
contemplated. The basic strength of Weatherman was, then 
revealed to be some 300 - 350 nationally anda geographically 
apportioned to the Midwest, New York, and some Northwest. 


As its rhetoric of violence escalated, “Weatherman 
leaders increasingly discussed the necessity of an underground 
operation wherein more than 90 percent of the sal: ved napiannce 
would be submerged; "affinity groups" of three - five members 
would function independently. In February, 1970, Weatherman 
leaders announced a program of "strategic sabotage" /with 
police and military installations as primary targets. 


In February, 1970, Vleeatherman abandoned the 

SDS NO, 1608 West Madison Street, Chicaag, Illinois and 
throughout the country ertered an umaersroung status. 
Ce 

A characterization of An i 

is set out seperately. 
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WORKER STUDENT ALLIANCE/ 
PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 


A source advised during August, 1969, that at 
the National Convention (NC) of Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS) held in Chicago, Iilinois, during June, 1969, 
a split arose between the Progressive Labor Party. (PLP) and 
the National Office (NO), the NO becoming known as the 
Weatherman faction. The PLP faction drew the largest 
support among those in attendance at the NC. 

Scurce further advised that during late Summer, 
1969, the PLP faction of SDS established its National 
Headquarters (NH) on the second floor of a loft-type 
building at 173A Massachusetts Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Tne campaign on-which the PLP faction centered was to build 
a worker student alliance or a campus worker student 
alliance. Thus, they adopted the names of Worker Student 
Alliance (WSA) or Campus Worker Student Alliance. 


Source stated that the "New Left Notes," printed 
in New York City, is the official publication of the WSA 
faction. 


A second source advised during January, ae, 
that within the SDS, the WSA is a caucus of which the PLP 
constitutes the leadership. 


A third source advised during July, 1970, that 
during demonstrations staged in the Boston area during the 
Spring and Summer. of 1970 by the NH, the main theme of 
previous demonstrations staged by the NH shifted from 
protestations of the Vietnam War and other United States 
foreign policy matters to attacking domestic issues such 
as racism and unemployment and demonstrating ia veal of 
the eee a struggle.” 


Characterizations of the SDS 
and PLP are set out separately. 
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"WORKERS WORLD" 


On May 1, 1970, a source advised that the "Workers 
World" is the official newspaper of the Workers World Party, 
published twice monthly, with editorial offices located 

at 46 West 2lst Street, New York, New York. 


‘A characterization of the Workers 
‘World Party is set out separately. 
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WORKERS WORLD PARTY 


On April 17, 1959, a source advised that on 
Pebruary 12, 1959, a Socialist Workers Party (SWP) minority 
group, under the leadership of National Committee member 
SAM BALLAN, split from the SWP. 


The source stated that this minority group, referred 
to as the Marcyites, after many years of program and policy 
differences on varied issues concerning tactics and interpreta- 
tion of political events, split from the SWP on the grounds 
that the party was liquidating itself by departing from the 
Marxist precepts of LEON TROTSKY, and retreating from the 
fight for the World Socialist Revolution. The final issue 
which ultimately forced the split was the minority's opposition 
to the SWP regroupment policy which involved cooperation with 
the Communist Party (CP) periphery, individuals tharacterized 
by the minority as petty-bourgeois. 


The minority program, according to the source, 
advocated unconditional defense of tne Soviet Union, and has 
as its qoal, the building of a revolutionary party, with a 
complete proletarian orientation for the purpose of over- 
throwing Capikal ign in the United States and i ns the 
world. 


On May 12, 1960, ° this source advised ere 
minority group had chosen the name Workers World Party. 


On May 1, 1970, a second source advised that ‘the 
Workers World Party, which maintains headquarters at 46 West 
2lst Street, New York, New York, supports the Peoples Republic 
of China in its ideological dispute with the Soviet Union, 
but at the same time has called for a peaceful solution to 
recent Sino-Soviet border disputes. 


The SWP has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450, 
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YOUNG LORDS PARTY 


Yb an article appearing in “The New York Times,” 
December 30, 1969, page 30, PABLO GUZMAN, also known as 
Yoruba, then Deputy Hinister of Information for the Young 
Lords Organization (YLO) in New York, stated the YLO was 
coaposed of revolutionaries, was one with the Cuban revolu- 
tion, desired a socialist society, and independence for 
Puerto Rico. 

According to a source, YORUBA spoke at C. Ww. Post 
College, Greenvale, New York, om March 5, 1970, In the 
speech, YORUBA delivered a scathing attack om all whites 
and declared that “from nov on” the black and Puerto Rican 
brothers will unite against "the pigs.” He pledged an 
organized campaign of violence and singled out Jews and 
white liberals as the maim enemy “of cur people.” 


A second source advised that the YLO is composed 
mostly of Puerto Rican youths and originated as an organ= 
ization at Chieogo, [llinois. The YLO is based on the 
philosophy of MAO Tse-tung and HO Chieminh, with Marnist— 
Leninist ideology. 


The Young Lords Party (YLP), according to a 
statenent read over its radio program, “Palante,” on 
station WBAI-FM on May 25, 1970, declared itself autonomous 
froa the YLO National im Chicago, with a National Head- 
quarters then located at 1678 Madison Avenue, New York, 
New York. According to this statement, the YLO in New 
York was first formed in July, 1969, as the New York State 
Chapter of the YLO and subsequently received a degrees of 
autonomy as the YLO-East Coast Region. The split was 
attributed to a lack of political leadership on the part 
of the YLO Rational in Chicago. 
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"confidential" because it contains informati 
ources of continuing value, namel 










disclosure of whic ed by these 
sources of continuing value would tend to identify these 
sources and thus have a prejudicial effect upon the national 
defense interests of the US. 


Copies of this report are being disseminated 
locally to the 108th MI Group, Second OSI District, USAF, 
NYC, and Naval Investigative Service office, NYC, for 
information purposes. 


Ten copies of this report are being furnished to 
the Bureau for appropriate dissemination and one information 
copy of this report is being furnished to selective offices 
in whose area the VB has been active in connection with the 
Fourth Contingent of the VB or concerning attendance at the 
Latin-American Seminar, held in Cuba, during December, 1971 
to January, 1972, or in recruiting and participation in the 
activities of the Fifth Contingent of the VB which is sched- 
wled to go to Cuba early in 1972. 


Individual investigationshave been iniated on all 
members of the Fourth Contingent of the VB by the New York 
office on those persons who reside within the territory covered 
by this office. Similarly, investigations will be initiated 
on all individuals residing within this area who are members 
of the Fifth Contingent of the VB. 


The following individuals, who are listed as 
officers of the VB (New York Region), in the resolutions re-~ 
cently filed in connection with the VB bank account maintained 


at the New York, New York, are 
the subject's of the following case files: 
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For the purpose of clarity, individuals mentioned 
in this report will be characterized where suitable 
characterizations are available inthe plossary of this report. 


Te Venceremos Brigade was formed in 
June, 1969, by a coalition of "New 
Left" organizations to encourage 
American youth to travel to Cuba in “ 
defiance of a ban on travel to that 

country by the United States Department 

of State. The ostensible purpose of the 
travel was to assist the CASTRO Regime 

in the harvesting of sugar cane and other 
agricultural products and to give young 
Americans the experience of living in a 
revolutionary communist country. 


I. ORGANIZATION 


Lome 


A. Background 


On November 30, 1971, source made available a copy 
of a printed letter from the_"Brigada Venceremos" addressed 


"Dear Friend," and signed for the National —- 


Committee. This letter is set forth as follows: 
"Dear Friend” 


"Over the last two years, the Venceremos Brigade has 
organized more than 1500 North Americans involved in the 
struggle against imperialism to participate in a program of 
solidarity with Cuba and Latin America. The best known aspect 
of this program has been sending groups to Cuba to work in the 
annual sugar harvest. 


"This aspect is certainly continuing. Another . 
brigade of 300 is scheduled to leave in February '72 to live and 
work in socialist Cuba for two months. But the experience of 
the past two years has led us to the point of significantly 
Sat pis og the political conception and activities of the 

rigade. 
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"No longer is it sufficient to express solidarity 
symbolically through the physical work we do in Cuba. 
Solidarity must be expressed concretely - in our day to day 
activities in this country, all year around. Toward this 
end. the Brigade is being developed into one of the major 
vehicles in this country for disseminating information and 
propaganda on Cuba and the liberation struggles taking place 
throughout the underdeveloped world. It is our view that 
the development of an anti-imperialist understanding requires 
making the concrete link between the struggles taking place 
around the world and the steadily growing movements against 
exploitation within the United States. We have defined this 
as our primary political objective. 

aye 
"Already, much of our work along these lines is heme 

done with the scores of radical and progressive organizations 

from which brigade members are recruited. We have initiated 

a monthly newspaper containing news and analysis of struggles 
throughout the underdeveloped world, are setting up a resource 

and information center, distributing literature, films, books, 
posters, etc., speaking, and more. 


"The plans and possibilities are extensive. The 
necessary funds, however, simply do not exist. Convired of 
the extreme importance of this work, we have developed the 
human and organizational resources to carry it on, and at this 
time must be about the business of making the project financially 
feasible. We therefore urge you to contribute what you can to 
this indispensible effort. Please send your generous contribution 
to: Venceremos Brigade, P. 0. Box 643, Cathedral Station, 
New York, N.Y. 10025. 


"Venceremos, We Will Win 
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The October 27, 1971” “The Paper”, 
a student newspaper at the City College of New York (CCN1), 
at page 5, contained an item captioned "Cuban Va!" by 
BERNARD HUGHES, which contained an article on the VB 
set forth as follows: 


"The function of the Venceremos Brigade is to 
organize groups of North Americans to go to Cuba. These 
North Americans must have a political consciousness that 
has been exhibited through practice. Practice is obtained 
through an organization, the community, a school, or any group 
that is building an anti-imperialist consciousness in 
people. The Venceremos Brigade gives people an opportunity 
to put into practice socialist ideas of work and collectivity. 
People meet, work with, and learn from people in liberation 
struggles from Africa, Asia and Latin Americt. Through physical 
work is expressed a solidarity with the Cuban Revolutim to help 
the Cubans in their struggle against underdevelopment, the 
result of three hundred years of colonialism and imperialism. 


"Cbservers will see people involved in working to 
develop a socialist society, and also see how the United States 
Government is trying everything within its means to strange 
the Revolution economically and to keep the peoples of the 
world from knowing the truth. Lastly, the Brigade hopes to 
facilitate dialogue among our fellow North Americans around the 
issues of racism, sexism, and classism. 


"Pifteen hundred North Americans and Puerto Ricans 
have gone so far. These were mostly white students and activists, 
and a smaller percentage of third world people. 


"A tremendous effort is now being made to recruit 
third world people. We emphasize this because of the leadership 
roles third world people have inside and outside of the United 
States. There is a necessity for third world people to live in 
a third world society that has achieved its own liberation. It 
is of extreme importance that third world people learn the steps 
that were taken to gain that freedom. The common oppression 
that poor whites share makes it important that white workers 
also participate in this experience. 
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3 he 2g : 
"Participation in AE Goon three months 
of preparation before kmving. pplicants will be interviewed 
and selected fr cadre if they show serious attitudes toward 
struggle. 


"Once they are in the cadre, applicants study the 
political history of Cuba and participate in discussions around 
what they have read, combined with their own personal experiences. 


"Then a final selection will take place where the 
people who have shown excellent initiative and work attitudes 
are selected. We must emphasize that discussions around racism, 
sexism, and classism will take place often. Physical Education 
and Spanish classes will also be held. Fund-raising projects 
will be instituted to raise money for the trip. All participate 
in fund-raising. 


"The brigade will mean hard work! All applicants 
should be in good health. Brigaders will work for six weeks 
in the cane fields, probably the hardest physical work one will 
have ever done. 


"Brigaders then travel throughout Cuba and continue 
to see what a people who control their own destiny have 
accomplished in twelve years. Education, housing, a far reaching 
health care program, and employment have been provided for people 
who had never had it before. 


"There 1S no unemployment in Cuba. Frostitution and 
drug abuse have been practically eradicated. Public phone calls 
are free; a bus ride is a nickel; rents are either free or 10% 
of family's income. Health care 1s always free. 


"Brigaders will meet with people who have a true 
revolutionary love for their own people and peqles of the world. 


"The brigade will leave some time in February. The 
deadline for applications i$ October 20, 1971. Find out if your 
organization has been contacted. If it hasn't and you are interest« 
write immediately to: Venceremos Brigade, P. O. Box 6443, Cathedral 
Station, New York, N.Y. 10025. Please write also if more 
information is requested. 


"In Cuba the struggle continues. Brigadists will 


return to work and build here. The collective spirit that the 
Cuban experience instills in us will make our work here more clear. 
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"We will see how our goals are directly related 
to the overall world struggle for liberation. CUBA HAS WON - 
VIETNAM IS WINNING - AND WE SHALL WIN." 


"The Paper" 
October 27, 1971 


B. Aims and Objectives 


Source made available a copy of "Turquino" dated 
October, 1971, which was described as a publication of the VB 
intended for internal use within that organization. Page 2 
of this issue contained an item captioned "Blitical Objectives", 
which set forth the four political objectives of the VB as. 
follows: ; 


"POLIT TIC AL ORTECTPIVES 


"La Brigade Venceremos has four political objectives 
on which all BV policies and decisions will be based. All the 
activities of the Brigade should promote the fulfillment of 
these objectives. Consequently, it is important that everyone, 
working on the Brigade, fully understands then. 


(1) "To develop silidarity with the Cuban Revolution and other 
struggles of the Third World. 


We 
“This solidarity should be based on,understanding of the 
ideology and the practice of the world anti-imperialistic 
movement. It will be developed through practical and 
educational work, participation in the Cuban sugar harvest, 
propaganda, etc. 


(2) "To promote and develop the political formation of the 
progressive faces in the US through the Brigade process in 
Cuba and in the US. 


"The brigade process should create better attitudes toward 
work, study, organization, leadership, discipline - which 
are all necessary within the US movement. Brigadestas will 
see that such attitudes are necessary for that transformation 
of society through working in Cuba where all work together 
toward the common goal of building socialism. Brigade 
activities here at home should also be developed to fulfill 
this objective. 
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(3) "To educate the US movement to an anti-imperialistic 
consciousness and to the necessity for and the possibility 
of unity in strategic terms. 


"It is important to see national liberation struggles 
throughout the world as different fronts in the same battle 
against imperilism, Each contributes to the weakening 

of the imperialist system, Total victory over imperialism 
cannot be achieved unless all anti-imperialist forces, both 
internationally and within the US, unite against their 
common enemy. These concepts must be developed and struggled 
for, if they are to become reality. 


(4) "To facilitate dialogue among different US movement groups 
as they work in the context of a common and constructive 
task. 


"The BV is one of the few political activities that brings 
together activists of different races, backgrounds, and 

levels of political understanding. It provides an opportunity 
for us to learn lessons from each other by working together 
for common political objectives. 


"From these objectives, we can draw many conclusions, Most 
important is that the Venceremos Brigade is a political education 
project, which has certain objectives to fulfili." 


b2 
b7D 


The VB's long range goals are as follows: 


1. Build an "underground' based on VB and Communistic 
principles for the purpose of driving the world 
into a socialist camp. 


2. Build an organization that relates to the interest 
of working classes. 


3. Support and aid Cuban propaganda programs. 


4, Place emphasis on military and industrial espionage. 
The information obtained is to be made available 
to all socialistic (Communistic) countries, with the 
Cuban Government getting the primary preferences 
over all the information obtained, 


oo 
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C. Location 


bl 
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Source made available a copy of the October, 1971 
issue of the VB national publication "Turquino". With respect 
to the current location of the national office of the VB, 
the following item appeared on Pages 4 and 4 of this issue: 





"NATIONAL OFFICE 


"Phe national office was set up in order to facilitate 
better communications between CN members, to produce and mail 
out the various recruitment materials to the Zones, provide a 
central location to receive and distribute nationally, films, 
posters, books, and other materials. 


"In many Regionals, the recruitment materials were 
received late due to the underestimation of postage costs and 
the lack of money on hand to mail them. Another problem faced 
was the lack of work commissions which meant that CN members had 
to produce the materials themselves which cut down the time they 
were able to gend traveling to regionals. 


"The office, due to lack of money, was located in 
one member's home, which made it difficult to store the large 
quantities of posters and materials. The responsable for the NO, 
in addition, headed a zone and found it extremely difficult under 
the circumstances to perform both functions well. It was clear 
that centralization was not working; therefore, we decentralized. 
There is no more National Office. We decided that materials to be 
used nationally be Regionals will be worked up by designated CN 
members and a copy mailed to each Zone to be produced and 
distributed by each Zone head. This method will cut down postage 
costs distribute productions tasks more evenly, as well as minimize 
the possibility of Regionals receiving materials late. The newslett 
is the only piece of material that will continue to be produced 
and distributed centrally. " 
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Source advised that it had always been stated 
and assumed by the leadership of the VB in New York City 
that the National Headquarters of the VB was maintained 


in the San Francisco, California, area. All orders, directives 


and plans were given from that office and the New York 
Regional Office is only a Post Office box; namely, Box 643 
Cathedral Station, New York, New York, 10025, and that the 
VB leadership in the New York area acts as a Regional 
Coordinating Committee which follows the orders of the 


National seated 

As of November, 1971, the National Office of the 
VB was located at Oakland, California, 
in the residence of -) 


As of November, 1971, the New York address for the 
VB was Post Office Box 644 Cathedral Station, New York, New 


York, 10025. U 


D. Officers and National Committee Members 


Source made available a copy of the December, 1971, 
issue of "Turquino", which on page three listed the following 
regarding the members of the new National Committee. These 
individuals were identified as: 


ANGELO ALICEA Brigade 4 | 
BETTE BROUSSARD Brigade 2 
TERRY CANNON Brigade 4 
EDDIE DENMINGS Brigade 3 U 
BELVIN LOUIE Brigade 1 
SANDY POLLACK Brigade 1 

GAIL REED Brigade 3 
GEORGE SINGH Brigade 1 
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This item also noted that "this Comite includes ~ 
three women, five men, one Asian, two blacks, one Chicano, 
one puerto riqueno and three whites. 





The VB National Committeis a newly organized 
body which spent a month and a half in Cuba recently and 
as of September 8, 1971, had a meeting wi officials concern- 
ing the 5th VB Contingent. According to Mid-west 
Regional Coordinator for the 5th VB Contingent and a member 
of the VB National Committee, the goal of this contingent BIC 
is 300 participants with an emphasis on black and third world 
peoples. urther advised that at that time the National 
Headquarters of the VB was in the Bay area of San Francisco, 


California. 
b2 
b7D 


The following persons are currently members of the 
National Committee of tne VB: 


bIC 
b7D 
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-i0- aye 


NY 100-166943 





bl 


b7D 





ati 


NY 100-166943 





Information made available by NY T-7 is not 
to be made public except in the usual proceedings followin 
the issuance of i 






NY 100-166943 





b2 
b7D 
Information made available by[___Jna L__] 
is not to be made public except in the usual proceedings 
following an issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed to b2 
bic 
b 
ew York, New York. b7D 
[i and Ll} longer have custody of the 
basic documents from whic he foregoing check information b2 
was obtained. b7D 


The National Committee account of the VB previously 
maintained in the 
Berkeley, California, was closed on September 28, 19/71, due toa 
lack of activity. The VB travel account number TeV1lOUS;, 75 
Maintained at that bank was closed on April 24, 1 ; and it 
was noted that this account had no activity during the time 
it had remained opened. 
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F,. Publications 


Source made available a copy of the November, 1971, 
issue of the VB publication "Turquino", This issue relates 
the political objectives of the VB and gives notice to the 
faet that "Turquino” will not be issued again wntil February, 
1972, due to the unavailability of personnel responsible 

for its publication, It contains an indepth discussion 

as to the policy to be followed in recruiting for the Fifth 
VB Contingent, particularly with regard to Gay Liberation 
and defines commitment to the VB not as an “option” but as 
en "imperative" to take the revolutionary path and dwells 

at length with the problems attendant upon the training of 
Cadres for the Fifth VB Contingent. 


b2 
b7D 


Source made available a copy of the October, 1971, 
issue of "furquino", This issue contained items relating 
to the political objectives of the VB, has outlines for 
political education, the "quota" assigned to each regional 
for people to be sent to Cuba in connection with the Fifth 
Contingent, guidelines for interviewing as well as problems 
concerning Cadre leaders during t. ent. 


b2 
b7D 


Source made available a copy of the September, 
1972, issue of "Turquino", in which "Purquino" was identified 
as? 
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"furquino is the internal voice of the Brigada 
Venceremos for political orientation, As a monthly news- 
letter, the contents will be geared for the brigade activities 
of that specific month (for example, cadre work, propaganda 
or recruitment). It should provide constant clarification 
of the BV objectives in practice, and suggest ideas and 

les for regional programs. Clearly, contributions and 
eriticions from regionals are absolutely necessary for 


“The newsletter is meant as a guideline-not as a 
blueprint. What does this mean? First, that everyone working 
in the regionals should understand thoroughly the basic 
ideas, principles, and approach presented in Turquino. Second, 
that since each area has different conditions, the guidelines 
must be applied with this in mind. It is here that the 
regionals can and should take the initiative-based on their 
understanding of the specific conditions they encounter. 


“Purquino is especially important since it represents 
the efforts of an entirely new Comite Nacional to analyze 
the Brigada Venceremos to this point--and from there, to lay 
the groundwork for the Fifth Contingent." 


b7D 
Source made available a copy of a booklet entitled 
"Brigada Venceremos - Bulletin - May", which was published 
by the ete ada Venceremos, Oakland, California. In an item 
captioned e Political Purpose of La Brigada Venceremos" 
appeatias = a ares Eight through Ten of this booklet, it was 
state at: 
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"1. La Brigada Venceremos is a group of people 
who want to express solidarity with the Cuban revolution 
and the Third World struggles around the world, as well 
as the struggles in the U.S... 


"2, The expression of solidarity with the people 
of Cuba goes beyond merely making the political statement 
by going there. We expanded the concept of solidarity by 
doing concrete work while we were in Cuba.... 


"3, he colonized people of the world choose 
revolution because their daily conditions leaves them no 
choice. People of the U. S. can see that capitalism has 
exhausted itself and are looking for alternatives, modif- 
ees or reforms; all which wrify that people want a new 
SYSCCMe wee 


"4h, La Brigada Venceremos brings back information 
about Cuba to the people of the U. 8S. to build support and to 
make it more difficult for the U. S. to carry out agressive 
acts against Cuba.ee. 


"5. La Brigada Venceremos is uniting people around 
support of Cuba, because we have a sense of the common eneny, 
and not that everyone has to love everybody else before work 
can be done.eece" 


The artiéle ended with the following statement: 


"The international attention focused on the brigade 
must be taken seriously. The brigade, in many ways, represents 
the official statement of solidarity with Third World struggles 
and we must see ourselves in that light. Therefore, it is 
very important who goes on the brigade itself; the quality of 
the people is more important than mere numbers. The attitudes 
of the brigadistas must be considered in view of a struggle 
that gets harder at every step. We must prepare to meet the 
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“ehallenge. This is what La Brigada Venceremos is about- 

meeting each time a more demanding situation. We have to 

grow politically so that we can send a better brigade, so 

that the political statement we make in the fields of Cuba 
will be compléméted by our example in the heart of the 


monster," 
b2 
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It. ACTIVITIES 


A. Fourth Contingent 


fhe American Contingent to the Fourth VB, numbering 
in all from 221 to 226 participants, arrived in Havana, Cuba, 
throughout the week commencing March 22, 1971. Four separate 
groups of up to 70 persons each comprised from persons trav- 
elling from all parts of the United States, gathered in 
Mexico City, Mexico, while flights of the Cubana Airlines 
transported them to Cuba. 


Upon arriving in Cuba, large groups of persons 
met the arrivers at Havana and welcomed them. A large 
billboard of "Welcome to the Venceremos Brigade" was displayed 
at the airport. The group itself was placed on buses and 
transported to Camp Averhoff in Havana Province, near the 
town of Aguacate, some two or three hours by bus from Havana, 
At the camp, another welcoming committee met and mingled with 
the group before tent and bed assignments were made. Males 
and females were separated except for married couples and 
each person furnished the Cuban authorities at the camp a 
list of personal properties and valuables. Ten persons were 
assigned per tent on the basis of the geographic area in 
the United States and eventually, the entire Fourth VB 
Contingent was divided into about 10 sub-brigades of 20 to 
30 persons each, with six to eight Cubans assigned to each 
sub-brigade. Each sub-brigade was housed in four or five 
tents. Later, a delegation from Indochina, consisting of 
40 persons, from North Vietnam, South Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia joined the American Contingent for 4a period of one 
week and four of these delegates were assigned to each 
American sub-brigade. In a similar manner, a delegation of 
14 Africans joined the brigade for a three day period. All 
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of these persons stressed that the peace movement in the 
United States gave a great bo@st to the morale of those 
fighting the South Vietnamese and the Americans in Vietnam. 


Thereafter, until the entire American Contingent came 
about March 30, 1971, members of the brigade walked to the 
fields each day gradually increasing the working day to 
eight to ten hours. Afterwards, they were transported to 
the fields by truck. The work was back-breaking and the 
heat oppressive. A typical day began at 6:00 a.m. Foll- 
owing breakfast, trucks were boarded at 7:00 a.m. and the 
groups taken to the fields where they cut cane until 10:00 a.m, 
Following a 15 minute break for refreshments, cutting was 
resumed until about noon while they returned to Camp Averhoff 
for iunch and a siesta until about 3:00 p.m. At 3:00 p.m., 
they were taken back to the fields where they worked wtil 
about 8:00 or 8:30 p.em., with a second break at 5:00 p.m. 

The groups were then returned to the camp at about 8:00 p.m. 
for dinner which was not served until after 9:00 p.m. 

The rest of the day was free except for Tuesdays and Thursdays 
when everyone was expected to view propaganda films. The 
work week was 5 and a half days, Saturday afternoon and 
Sunday afternoons being free of work. Time available to 
members of the contingent apart from the regular work day, 
was very limited from the outset. After the work of harvest- 
ing sugar cane had been completed, on or about May 8, 1971, 
the group was taken in buses for a two week guided tour of 
the island, On May 23, 1971, the entire American Contingent 
boarded buses at Camp Averhoff and were transported to 
Havana where they boarded the Cuban ship “Jose Antonio 
Eecheverria" for feturn to the United States by way of 

Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada. The “Jose Antonio 
Eccheverria" arrived at St. John, New Brunswick, Canada, on 
May 28, 1971, and unloaded members of the VB Contingent on 
the morning of the following day. ‘The members then returned 
to the United States by chartered buses, private automobiles 
and air transportation; the majority travelling by buses. 
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While in Cuba and shortly after the Fourth 
Contingent was totally in camp, the Cuban officials asked 
that each of the various political, racial or cultural 
groups gather in caucuses and prepare a presentation to 
be made to the entire VB of their views and work in the 
Mnited States. A Guban official, usually one RISO, gave 
@ propaganda speech to the Fourth Contingent about once 
a week, He talked a great deal about the corrupting 
influence of United States imperialism around the world. 
In his last speech, just before the VB returned to the 
United States, he urged that they be prepared for a long, 
long struggle and to make certain that new recruits to 
the various "movements" know this. He also stressed that 
too much of the "movement" is talk and that what is needed 
is action. He said that real revolutionaries will fight 
for the revolution and that while one may regard himself 
as a revolutionary because hé is a Marxist-Leninist, more 
than a theory is requtred. Even if death is the price, a 
pare revolutionary, he said, will not turn back from the 
8 ruggle. 


Following the initial meetings and discussions, 
regular caucus meetings were heldand the following were the chief 
agreements on what the activities and emphasis of the VB 
members should be on teir return to the United States: 


Popularize the Cuban revolution 
through information centers and 
maintain contact with Cuba for 
current information: 


Organize and participate in 


demonstrations against the 
establishment: 
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Stress action over theory and 

do whatever is necessary, including 
engaging in violence, where appropriate, 
to bring about revolution: 


Work to build a genuine people's 
revolutionary movement by overcoming 
differences of race, culture and 
ideology, which has held various 
groups apart: 


Work harder to increase disaffection 
with the government among GIs through 
coffee houses near military basé@s. 


It was not specifically detailed as to how this 
was to be accomplished beyoud taking with GIs and exposing them 
to movement propaganda on evils of Mited States imperialisn, 
the war in Vietnam and the decadence of American society. 


The Cubans did not participate in the above caucuses, 


Souree opined that though all the persons parti- 
cipating in the Fourth VB Contingent professed to be revol- 
utionaries in meetings and conversations with one another, 
they were actually widely separated from each other in 
their political views, educationally, culturally and in the 
extent of their individual commitment on the ceurse of action 
they were prepared to follow in the United States to further 
the revolution. While there were undoubtedly those who 
would, under appropriate circumstances, engage in violence 
against the authorities, most seemed to have at best, 2 
vague idea of what revolution really means, 


Cuban camp officials scoffed what they described 


as the allegations of the American Government that they 
gave guerrilla warfare training to VB participants and no 
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such training was given to this contingent to the source's 
knowledge. However, in source's opinion, the life style 
of the VB Contingent provided by the Cubans was a guerrilla 
style, that is, long hours, hard work and a continual 
propagandizing of the Cubans to inculcate a missionary 

zeal for the success of the Cuban revolution and to popu- 
larize it as a model for Latin America generally. 


During the period of the harvest, representatives 
of Cuban publications "Granma", "Prenza Latina" and 
"Rebellious Youth", circulated among the members of the 
Fourth Contingent conducting interviews and other researchers 
and writers did likewise. These persons generally sought 
biographic data concerning VB members and particularly 
sought information regarding their principal "movement" 
activities in the United States. 


| 


Volume One, Number 24, Summer 1971, issue of 
"orf Our Backs", a women's liberation paper published in 
Washington, D:;C:, contains an article entitled "Cuba, Que 
Linda Ses Cuba" by HEIDI SUE STEFFENS, describing her 
observations while in Cuba as a member of the Fourth Contingent 
of the VB. This article states in part as follows: 


"The Brigada Venceremos has been in existence for 
two years. The lst, 2nd and 4th Contingents cut suger cane, 
the 3rd Contingent picked citrus fruit. The format of the 
4th Contingent was to work for six weeks in the cane fields, 
and then go on a bus tour of Cuba for two weeks. 
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"Our brigade was made up of 221 North Americans; most 
of us were in our 20's, but we ranged from 16 to 55. There 
were more women than men, more white people than third world 
people, more straight people than gay people, and more people 
from the northeast and west coast than anywhere else in the 
country. Most of us were into some aspect of movement 
politics. A small handful were freaks. 

"We cut cane for six weeks in 10 sub-brigades 
which were organized by state-side geographic regions. The 
brigades consisted of 24 to 32 people; North Americans, 
six Cuban university students, a jefe (chief) and a productivo 

person in charge of quality of production). All of the 
efes were men, two of the productivos were productivas 
women). Our camp*was located in Havana Province, two hours 
rom the city of Havana, near a town called Aguacate. We 
lived ten in a tent. The sexes were separated,-so were 

the North Americans and Cubans. We worked five-and-a-half 
days a week, had production meetings on Saturday afternoons 
and then had the rest of the day free. 


“Tere were a choice of several organized trips 
on Sundays. We ate adequately in a large dining hall; our 
work clothes were washed by a laundry, everything else we 
washed by hand in cold water. People who wanted to sleep 
together did so in the canefields surrounding the cam. 


"Beginning the second week, we awoke each morning 
at 6:00 a.m., had a breakfast of a roll and coffee, and 
climbed into trucks by brigade for the ride to the cane 
fields, We worked from 7400 a.m. wntil noon with a 20- 
minute break around 9:30 a.m. for merienda (snack). At noon 
we would go back to camp for a large lunch and free time 
until 3:00 p.m. when we would meet back at our machete racks 
and depart for the fields wntil 7:00 p.m. There was also 
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‘an afternoon merienda. Following a large supper there was - 
usually a movie, lecture, cultural activity, party, or meet~ 
ings. Getting enough sleep was @ifficult, but necessary. 

We learned to rest in the afternoons, 


“We were cutting burned sugar cane, which is a 
new method being introduced throughout Cuba. It vastly 
inereases productivity, but also creates fields full of 
ashes so that pu leave the fields each morning and afternoon 
totally covered with soot. It took a week of hot showers 
back here for me to get all of the little black specks out 
of my pores. We-cut with machetes, and wore straw hats 
or searves, wire-mesh goggles, heavy work gloves, long pants, 
long-sleeved shirts, and work boots. Strong North American 
macheteros on the Brigada Venceremos cut about 1,000 arrobas 
a day, an arroba is 25 pounds of cane. On the best Cuban 
cane-cutting brigades, the macheteros cut between 2,000 and 
3,000 arrobas a day. 


“The Work 


"The work was incredibly hard. Nothing I had ever 
done before prepared me for this kind of sustained physical 
exertion; and the values which this society taught me had 
nothing to do with placing so high a value on hard physical 
labor. And yet, I loved it. Our lives while we were in Cuba 
were centered around this work. The Cubans with whom we 
worked talked constantly about the importance of the zafra 

sugar harvest) to the building of the Cuban Revolution. 
renma, the newspaper of the Central Committee of the Cuban 
Communist Party, was full of references to the zafra. The 
entire island and its people are involved in building itself 
and realizing its vision--and at this point that vision 
depends in large part on the zafra." 


“off Our Backs" Summer 
1971 Issue 
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Source made available a twoepage form letter of 
instructions being sent by the National Committee of the 
VB to persons chosen to attend the Latin American Seminar 
in Cuba. This letter was issued by VB National b7c 
Committee member and Midwest Zone Coordinator for the 
Fifth VB Contingent. The letter is set forth as follows: 


"Here are the up-to-date arrangements for the Latin 
American Seminar: 


"1) Educational preparation-By now your regional should have 
received Latin America: Proving Ground for US Neo-colonialism 
by Z. Romanova, and Che's Message to the Peoples of the World. 
Coming shortly are papers on inlerdevelopuenc, and race re=- 
lations en Cuba, These will be the major materials you will 


be expected to have read, discussed, and understood as thore 
oughly as possible, before you go. 


"2) Travel preparation-You will need a Mexican Tourist Card. 
These are issued through any Mexican Consulate, and at in- 
ternational airports. If neither of these are close to you, 
write the Mexican Consulate, 201 North Wells St., Chicago, [11. 
Or call them at 312 372-5888, and ask for an application. Do 
this immediately. 

-Your passport number must be sent to me now if you haven't 
already done it. 


"3) Departure date-December 5, from Chicago. This means you 
must be in Chicago by the morning of Saturday, December 4, 

We will have a short, and very important conference Saturday 
afternoon and evening for final preparations. Details on this 
will be sent to you soon, 


"h) What to expect en Cuba-Only one major thing has been changed: 
you will be doing construction work, instead of agricultural 

work in the mornings. You will be living in a school with 
workers and their families, just outside of Habana, for the first 
two weeks of the conference. After the end of the third week, 

you will return by boat to St. John's. 
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"5) What to bring-a complete and up-to-date report from your 
regional, dealing specifically with the progress of cadre wark 
and funderaising. Include also a summary of regional discus- 
sion about the Brigade in general-its history in your area, 
relationship with movement organizations, suggestions for 
improving the BV in your area or nationwhide, etc. 

-a complet list of organizations, bookstores, media groups, 
and research groups in your area that would most obviously 
want to take advantage of the knowledge and perspectives you 
bring back from the seminar. (That is, would want to use 
them for political edueation internally, for propaganda, etc.) 
This is essential 

-2 reels of Sony recording tape 

-any summaries of research done on JS involvement in Latin 
American from research groups in your area. 

-work clothes, including heavy shoes or boosts and gloves (note 
to women: bring a few dresses, since you will be spending some 
time in Habana; note to men: bring one set of clothes that 
don't fall into the "blue jeans and t-shirt" categroy for the 
same reason, ) 


"6) On returning-You will return through St. John's, and 
arrangements are now being made for transportation to your 
home base. For now, each regional is being asked to raise 
$175 for this purpose. However, the cost can be drastically 
lowered if we can make arrangements to pick up epeople by car 
from New York. If your regional can send a car, notify me 
right away. 


"If you have any questions, please phone me af b7C 


"Adelante en la lucha}" 


32 « 


NY 100~166943 








bl 


| 
b2 
DTD 


The Latin American Seminar scheduled for November 15 
through December 15, 1971, had been postponed and was scheduled 
to begin early in December, 1971. Two of the attendees were to 
meet in Houston, Texas, and proceed to Mexico City, and the 
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other persons attending were to proceed to Mexico City from 
various locations in the United States, on December 5, 1971. 
While in Mexico City, the participants in this seminar would 
be staying at the Hotel Geneve, Mexico City, prior to their 


departure to Cuba. 
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Cc. Fifth Contingent 
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On November 8, 1971, the final interviews for 
participation in the next VB Contingent were completed in 
the New York City area. The interviews began with a com- 
pletely new application form being filled out and references 
given. Other areas covered were political development and 
growth, languages spoken (Spanish preferred), education and 
criminal records. The applicants were advised that the 
results of the interviews would be made known in some one 


to three weeks. 


At a New York VWBleadre meeting, held in January, 
1972, it was announced that the proposed VB trip to Cuba 
might be postponed until the middle of March, 1972, since 
there was an apparent problem in the obtaining of a Cuban 
vessel for transportation. The exact time of the departure 
of the contingent was still unknown. 


[| 
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D. New York VB Cadre Meetings 


A general meeting was held in New York City on 
October 22, 1971, which meeting was "closed" to those VB 
applicants who had received a hand-delivered invitation 
to the meeting on October 20, 1971. Eight former VB par-~ 
ticipants controlled the discussion, which was a basic 
outline of the VB selection procedures, political training 
and the importance of being discreet so as notto afract 
Federal Bureau of Investigalion (PBI) infiltration. Through- 
out the meeting, the applicants were closely observed by 


the VB members in attendance. 
b7D 


The second organizational meeting of the New York 
City area VB, was held in New York City, on October 29, 1971. 
Each applicant was réquested to orally give a short biography 
of himself and his history in the movement. While this 
group was meeting, at one location, another group of VB 
applicants met at another location in the New York general 
area, At the meeting, it was stated that the upcoming VB 
Contingent would be a "project brigade" in that there would 
be no personal political differences, no homoseruals, and 
that the emphasis was placed on having more applicants from 
the “Third World" (Negroes and Puerto Ricans). 


b2 


It was announced that the cadre meetings (training 
classes) would start in the New York area on November 24, 
1971, at 29 West 15th Street, New York City, which is the 
location of the Young Workers Liberation League (YWLL). 


b7D 
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The YWLL is a front organization 
of the Communist Party, USA. It 
was formed as a Marxist-Leninist 
Youth Group in February, 1970. 


On November 24, 1971, the New York City area VB 
Contingent for the Fifth Brigade, met at 29 West 15th Street, 
New York, New York, There were ho individuals in attendance 
and this was a regional meeting and the first for its 
"candidates", who had been formerly selected for the next 
contingent 6f the VB 


| one of the New York City organizers, 
gave a brie Or Welcome to the candidates. She intro- 
duced a representative from the VB National Headquarters, who 
stated that the VB is reorganizing and will direct its appeal 
to Third World "special people" and that the goal of the VB 
is to make "every candidate” a "dedicated communist". 


The group was then broken down into "cadres", five 
cadres of eight candidates. At each cadre meeting, the = 
candidate gave a short history for involvement in the move- 
ment. Candidates were directed to get their passports, 
inoculation and Mexican tourist cards. On selected weekends, 
the candidates will form work collectives to raise money 
to help send thelr less fortunate comrades to Cuba. In 
closing, it was announced that there would be three types 
of meetings: 


1. Regional meetings at the Casa De Las Americas 
(CDLA ) 


2. Regional meetings at 29 West 15th Street, New 
York City (YWLL 


3. Cadre meetings at various apartments in the 


New York City area 
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The CDLA is an organization in 

New York City formed emer 

as a social club in April, 1964, 

It ts composed of pro-FIDEL 6ASTRO, 
pro-communist individuals. CDLA 
distributes Cuban propaganda and 

hae provided financial assistance 

in the past to various revolutionary 
groups and to the Cuban Mission to 
the United Nations. 


On December 2, 1971, a VB Cadre meeting was held 
in New York City, at which time the subjects of discussion 
were political education and fund raising. 


b2 
b7D 


At a VB Cadre meeting held on December 9, 1971, 
it was annownced that the final selection of candidates 
had been made and that this list would be turned over to the 
Cuban Mission to the United Nations (omen) on December 15, 
1971. At this meeting, the topics of discussion were: 


1. Internationalism and imperialism 
2. Racism and sexism 


On December 19, 1971, cadres of the New York City 
VB acted as work crews and waited on tables at the lith 
Anniversary dimer sponsored by the United States Committee 
to Aid th National Liberation Front of South Vietnam 
Sage star ag held at the Washington Square Methodist Church 
on ee 
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The USCANLFSV was formed in 
April, 1965, as an Ad Hoc 
organization to actively supp 


and seek recognition of 
Liberation Front, while 


ort 
the Seton? 
simultan- 


eously advocating the immediate 

withdrawal of American troops 

from South Vietnam. This Committee 
5 ee by one 


« The 


eadquarters of the Committee is 
located at 5 West 2lst Street, New 


York, New York, and its 


mailing 


address is Box C, Old Chelsea 
Station, New York, New York 10012. 


A New York City Regional VB meeting was held on 


December 13, 1971, at which there 


were 45 candidates in 


the Fifth New York VB Cadre. At this meeting, 
» identified as a labor organizer for the 
Communist Party > USA 2 speke on the history of the Communist 


Party and the revolu 


utionary movement. At this meeting, it 


was announced that the New York City Regional VB has no 


funds and that they have to raise 


3000,00 by February 10, 


a oer the contingent from the New. York region will not go 


to Cuba. 


Laemestoassinienet 


The Fifth New York VB Cadre held a workshop meeting 
in New York, on January 9, 1972, at which there were nine 


individuals in attendance. Among 
imperialism, sexism and racism. 


~ #4 . 


the items discussed, were 
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IIT. CONNECTIONS AND AFFILIATIONS 
WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


A. Casa de las Americas (CDLA) 





B. Young Workers Liberation Le e (YWLL 


Source made available a letter from the YWLL 
International Committee addressed to all sections, branches 
and "CC" members, dated October 8, 1971, concerning the next 
contingent of the VB. This letter is set forth as follows: 


"Por the past two years, the Venceremos Brigade has 
been sending large numbers of progressive and radical youth 
as a concrete demonstration of solidarity with the Cuban 
Revolution, as well as to provide North Americans with the 
learning experience which comes from working and living in a 
socialist society. 
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"Based on the experience of the past four brigades, 
however, the political conception and objectives of the VB 
have been significantly expanded. No longer is it simply 
a project that sends people to Cuba and hopes that participants 
will apply what they learn in some way, but rather it is being 
transformed into a year-round anti-imperialist project. It 
hopes to serve the US movement as a major source of information 
and propaganda about the struggles in Latin America, Asia 
and Africa. 


"If the brigade is to have a significant impact in 
terms of raising the level of anti-imperialist consciousness 
in the broad movements in this country, it must begin to relate 
more directly to these movements. Therefore, special emphasis 
is being placed on recruiting broad forces - getting away from 
the traditional image of the brigade as the movement's travel 
agency. The major task at this point is to transform the 
brigade into a project that has the participation of people 
who are involved in broad movements and therefore have the 
ability to connect the everyday struggles taking place here 
with the international anti-imperialist struggle. Because of 
this shift of emphasis, League participation on the brigade 
especially is important. The next brigade is scheduled to be 
in Cuba from Feb. to April, 1972. Organizing for it has 
already begun. While large numbers of League members cannot 
leave their work for 2 months, we do recommend that larger 
sections encourage at least one member to go. 


"In the past participation of a League caucus on 
the brigade has been a significant contribution. Aside from 
sending members to Cuba, it is possible for League branches 
to work with the regional committees organizing the brigade. 
Assistance in terms of recruiting, political education and 
propaganda is more than welcomed by the brigade. Applications 
are being accepted until the end of October, so time is 
rather short. Of any further questions arise as to where 
brigade committees can be located, etc., Please consult with 
MATTY BERKELHAMMER at the National Office, 212 929 2010 or 


212 929 1427." 
b?2 
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Source made available a memorandum from the YWLL 
International Committee concerning the "World Federation of 
Democratic Youth International Work Brigade to build a model 
school in Cuba." This memorandum is set forth as follows: 


"Nov. 16, 1971 


"Memo: To all Sections, Brigades, and CC Members 

"From: YWLL International Committee 

"Re: WFDY International Work Brigade to build a model 
school in Cuba 


"In solidarity with the Cuban Revolution and its 
vanguard youth organization, the Union of Communist Youth 
of Cuba, the World Federation of Democratic Youth is org- 
anizing an international voluntary work brigade to build a 
model school in Cuba. 


"The brigade will be composed of approximately 100 
young people from around the world, and will remain in Cuba 
for 6 months from Jan. 1, 1972 to July 26, 1972. The school 
will be built under the direction of Cuban constructors and 
with material provided by the government. 


"After completion of the school some time in June, 
the brigade will stay in Cuba for a rest of 14 months and 
participate in the July 26 meeting. 


"This material act of solidarity with the Cuban 
Revolution is extremely important. It has been especially 
recommended by the leadership of the Cuban revolution and 
Commander FIDEL CASTRO. It is particularly important that 
youth from the U.S., the country which is the main threat to 
the peace, independence, and progressive socialist development 
of Cuba, participate in this brigade. 


>< 
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"(Ineidentally, tnis brigade has no organizational 
ties to the Venceremos Brigade which, coincidentally, wiil 
be in Cuba during much of this same period.) 


"The YWLL has been asked to send up to 5 people 
from the U.S. to participate in this very important 
brigade. They can be League members or non-League members. 
We particularly recommend that unemployed workers be con- 
sidered. 


"Transportation to Cuba, most probably through 
Mexico (for not too much money) will have to be financed 
by the individual or section involved. Transportation back 
will _ worked on while the people are in Cuba, and WFDY may be 
able to assist in this. 


"What we are asking for concretely is this: Can 
you recommend someone from your area who you think would 
make a good contribution on this brigade and not at the 
same time severely weaken the functioning of the League in 
your area? 


"Please consult with people and then write in to 
the N.O. a brief personal and political biography of the 
person you recommend. Please note that the final decision 
will be made by the N.O. No one that you speak to should be 
given the impression that they are going until and unless 
it is OK'd by the N.O. 


"PS. On the Venceremos Brigade itself, we would appreciate 
the following information: 


"1) Are there any League members from your area 
who are going? Who are they? 


"2\ Does the League have contact with the Regional 


Venceremos Brigade in your area and what kind 
of relationship exists?" 


b7D 
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World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) 


"The Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," prepared and released by the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, U.S. 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., 
revised and published as of December 1, 1961, 
on page 177, describes the WFDY as, "Cited as 
being among ‘international communist fronts*** 
functioning at the present time.'" (Internal 
Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Handbook for Americans, S. Doc. 117, 
April 23, 1956, p. 93, also p. 59. 


IV. PROPAGANDA VALUE TO CUBAN GOVERNMENT 


On April 26, 1971, another government agency 
furnished the text of an April 23, 1971, Havana, Cuba, radio 
broadcast in English. The broadcast was described as being 
the third part of a press conference with VB members, who 
came to Cuba to assist in the sugar harvest. One unidenti- 
fied VB member was asked what attitude the U.S. establishmant 
press had taken towards VB. The VB member replied that the 
North American press usually says that the VB travels to 
Cuba to receive guerrilla training. This individual went on 
to say that the United States press does not understand that 
the Cuban Revolution is much more than armed struggle, that 
it concerns a building of the new man and the new woman, the 
building of new schools and new factories, the cutting of 
cane, etc. Further, the interviewee continued, VB members 
are in Cuba to express solidarity with the Cuban Government, 
to help them in their task of making the revolution work, and 
especially to return to the United States to tell people what 
the Cuban Revolution is really like. 
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Another unidentified male VB member complained 
that the United States mass media works hand in hand with 
the United States ruling class to exploit, oppress, mis- 
lead and misguide the American people. 


The next question at this press conference was 
posed by JANE MacMANJS (phonetic), who identified herself 
as a free-lance United States journalist. She inquired 
about the criteria for VB selection and the expectations re- 
garding application of Cuban experiences upon the return of 
VB members to the United States. 


An unidentified male replied VB members basically 
were roughly between the ages of 20 and 30. They also were 
required to have some background of movement involvement, 
and were asked about their attitudes towards such things as the 
Cuban Revolution, the Vietnamese liberation struggle, the 
black liberation struggle, and their respective attitudes 
towards hard work and discipline, collective living and 
collective work. They also were asked about their individual 
attitudes towards communism and how they would apply their 
trip to Cuba in the revolution struggle upon their return 
to the United States. 


An unidentified female interjected that, upon 
their return to the United States, she felt that every VB 
member planned to tell the truth about the United States and 
about the Cuban Revolution. She then extolled the results of 
the Cuban Revolution. 


Another American identified by the Cuban radio 
announcer as LIONEL MARTIN of the "Guardian," New York City, 
asked the VB panel how they handled their own differences in 
ideological points of view during their stay in Cuba. 


Another unidentified female responded that more 
important than their individual differences was the fact that 
all have a common enemy, U.S. imperialism. 
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On April 27, 1971, the above-mentioned source 
furnished the text of an April 24, 1971, Havana, Cuba, radio 
broadcast in English. This broadcast was described by its 
announcer as the fourth part of a press conference with VB 
members. The first few questions concerned alleged United 
States genocide in Vietnam. The replies by unidentified VB 
members were extremely critical of the United States' role 
in Vietnam and of alleged torture and mass murders engaged 
in by United States forces. 


A Peruvian correspondent then asked how VB members 
expected to communicate to the American people their experi- 
ences in Cuba, given the control of the news media in the 
United States. 


An unidentified male replied that one way to 
communicate would be through the underground press or move- 
ment papers. He said that another way, possibly one of the 
best, is simply to talk to people, on the street, community 
centers, any place where people are. 


Later in the press conference, the VB panel was 
asked if the VB would continue its trips to Cuba despite 
pressure in the United States. 


An unidentified female responded that this pressure 
was an attempt to intimidate by the United States ruling class. 
She said that the VB would continue its trips to Cuba and 
would demonstrate to these repressive forces that VB members 
are not afraid and are unintimidated. 


A Latin American correspondent, otherwise unidenti- 
fied, noted that the United Press International (UPI) releases 
to Latin America always indicated that VB members are alienated 
people. He asked the VB panel to comment on this. 


An unidentified female responded that the members 
of the current VB contingent range in age from 16 to 40, 
with diverse occupations, including students, workers, 
teachers, doctors and lawyers. 
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On April 29, 1971, the above-mentioned source 
furnished the following text, as translated, of an April 27, 
1971, Havane, Cuba, domestic radio broadcast: 


The VB members received in their camp the 40 

Vietnamese youths who will cut cane with them during the 
next week in the Martinez Villena mill's cane fields. 
Camp Director RAMON AJON welcomed the Vietnamese youths and 
stated it was a great honor to be accompanied by representa- 
tives of the heroic Indochinese peoples. He also mentioned 
that during the current week, the VB members will attain the 
second million arrobas (25 pound unit) of cut cane and urged 
all to victory with Vietnamese spirit. 


Immediately after, the Cambodian Royal Government 
for National Unity Ambassador to Cuba, TOCH KHAM DEUM, ad- 
dressed the event and said that peace in his country can 
be achieved if the NIXON administration witndraws totally 
and unconditionally its troops and those of its puppets from 
Indochinese invaded territory. 


The Democratic Republic of Vietnam Ambassador to 
Cuba, NGUYEN NGOC SON, expressed his thanks to the Cuban 
people for making possible a meeting with representatives of 
the American people. He also expressed his and his people's 
solidarity with United States demonstrators against United 
States aggression in Indochina, who have waged violent 
confrontations against represssive forces in several United 
States cities. 


Finally, the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
of the Republic of South Vietnam Ambassador to Cuba, NGUYEN 
MINH PHUONG, in his remarks at the event, condemned the NIXON 
administration's repressive actions against the antiwar 
demonstrators. He saluted the spring offensive taking place 
in the United States by those persons who want to see an end 
to the aggression against Indochinese peoples, and added 
that victory is nearby if all remain united. 
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On May 8, 1971, the above-mentioned source 
furnished the text, as translated, of a May 6, 1971, Havana, 
Cuba, domestic service radio broadcast in Spanish. This 
broadcast related to an interview with KIP DELANO (phonetic) 
of Richmond, Virginia. The broadcast was made at the work 
camp of the VB in Aguacate, Havana Province, Cuba. DELANO 
was described as a member of the fourth VB contingent, who 
served as a United States soldier in Vietnam and would tell 
the broadcast audience of his enlistment and experiences in 
Vietnam. 


DELANO indicated that he joined the army in 1967 
and was involved in Vietnam exclusively with chemical warfare, 
He said that he tried to be a poor soldier in Vietnam and 
upon his return to the United States immediately began to 
work in the soldiers' movement against the war. He said 
that middle class and working class youth in the United States 
are opposed to United States aggression in Vietnam, and 
that United States soldiers in Vietnam are fragging their 
officers. He said that fragging means to execute by means 
of hand grenades. 


On May 8, 1971, the above-mentioned source furnished 
the text, as translated, of a May 7, 1971, Havana, Cuba, 
domestic radio broadcast in Spanish. 


A portion of this broadcast was given to an interview 
of JOAQUIN ROSA (phonetic), described as a Puerto Rican member 
of the VB currently in Cuba. During this interview, ROSA 
indicated that he was a Vietnam veteran. ROSA indicated that 
men are virtually being forced into the United States Army, 
that the educational system is so bad in the United States 
that military service is the only avenue open to many of its 
graduates. He said that Puerto Ricans of all political 
persuasions are becoming aware of the aggressive acts being 
earried on by the United States in Vietnam. 


On May 13, 1971, the above-mentioned source 


furnished the text, as translated, of a May 12, 1971, Havana, 
Cuba, domestic radio broadcast in Spanish. 
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A portion of this broadcast was given to an interview 
with RIP RICAR (phonetic), described as a member of the 
current VB contingent. During the interview, RICAR stated 
that he also was a Vietnam veteran. RICAR said that the 
great majority of soldiers sent to Vietnam are Negroes or 
soldiers with a third world place of origin. He said he 
valued his trip to Cuba as a means of understanding the 
way of life in a socialist society. 


b2 
b7D 


The "Guardian" is self-described as "an 


independent radical news weekly" which 
takes a strong left position but is not 
identified with any organized group. 

It is considered to be the largest 
radical weekly in America, 


On May 27, 1971, another government agency 
furnished the text, as translated, of a May 26, 1971, 
Havana, Cuba, domestic radio broadcast. During this broad- 
cast, it was indicated that the current contingent of the 
VB was then at sea aboard the Cuban freighter “Jose 
Antonio Echeverria" en route to Canada. The broadcast 
quoted ROSA MARTINEZ of this VB contingent as follows: 


"During my stay in Cuba cutting cane, 
the thing which had the greatest impact 
on me and helped my political formation 
was the volunteer work." 


MARTINEZ was described on the broadcast as a 
young Indian girl residing in Los Angeles, California. 


a 
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Another member of this VB contingent, interviewed 
for this radio broadcast, said that volunteer work greatly 
helps him physically and mentally and, at the same time, is 
another way of proving to himself his political convictions. 
According to the broadcast, this statement was made by 
WILLIAM SMITH of Seattle, Washington. 


The broadcast indicated that the VB contingent at 
sea is devoting itself to volunteer work, including cleaning 
and painting of the ship and even the dining room tasks. 


b2 
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GLOSSARY 


Ll bic 
wa f 
the Movimiento Pro-Independencia 
De Puerto Rico (MPIPR) (Puerto 
Rican Independence Movement)- 


New York Mission (NYM). 
b2 
b7D 


The MPIPR - NYM, also known as the 
"Mision Vito Marcantonio", which 
was organized on August 6, 1961, 
in New York City, continues to 
support and promote all of the aims 
and principles of the MPIPR as set 
forth by the headquarters of the 
MPIPR in Puerto Rico. The Casa 
Puerto Rico (CPR), 106 East 14th 
Street, New York, New York, is the 
official office and meeting hall 
of the MPIPR-NYM. 


The MPIPR is a prominent Marxist- 
Leninist organization seeking 
complete independence for Puerto 
Rico. Although it does not openly 
advocate the use of terrorist 
activities in the struggle for 
independence, its leaders have 
publicly expressed sympathy for 
those engaged in such activities. 

It supports the forces of the Castro 
Cuban Revolution and maintains a 
permant representative in Havana, Cuba. 
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GLOSSARY (Cont'd) 


|__| 






attended a Progressive Labor Party 
PLP) Marxist class held at 210 West 10l1st 
treet, New York City {REC ys on January 5, 
1967 and April 16, 1967. 


| | 


The PLP was founded in 1962 by 
individuals expelled from the Communist 
Party, USA, for following the Chinese 
communist line. Its objective is the 
establishment of a militant working class 
movement based on Marxism-Leninism and 
MAO Tse-tung thought. 


The Alternate U. (AU) bulletin for the Spring 
of 1967, ref taught 
a course in ° 


AU Bulletin 
Spring, 1967 
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GLOSSARY (Cont'd) 


AU, which existed in NYC from 
February, 1969, until January, 1971, 
was founded as a "college" for the 
propagation of radical ideas through 
grade free courses varying from 
Marxism-Leninism to Workshops in 
Revolution and Self-Defense. 


IR 


bl 





byG 
Studen ational Coordinating C tee 


(SNCc) in 1968, 
b2 


The SNCC was formerly known as the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee and was founded in 1960 
during the period of civil rights 
activity in the South. The organ- 
ization advocates the use of force 
to achieve revolutionary goals and 
the destruction of the capitalistic 
system of government in the United 
States. 
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GLOSSARY (Cont'd 


(ieee 


biG 
attended meetings of the West 
Side Comaunist Party (CP), Group Five, in 
June, July, September and December, 1970. 
b2 
b7D 


The October 28, 1967 "Wational a 
Guardian" identified ars DIC 


“National Guardian" 
October 28, 1967 


The "Guardian", formerly knowm as 
the "National Guardian", is self- 
described as an “independent radical 
newsweekly"” which takes a strong 
left position but is not identified 
with any organized group. It is 
considered to be the largest radical 
weekly in America, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (Cont'd) 


Six (6) copies of this report are being furnished 
to the Bureau for appropriate dissemination and one (1) in- 
formation copy of this report is being furnished to selected 
offices in those areas where the VB has been active in con- 
nection with the Fifth Contingent of the VB or where the VB 


has indicated that there are currently regional sir abl 
in existence. 





[CS t~“‘;CCCCCC(;YY:d Who was previously a leader of the 
New York VB Regional, but has since 


the VB, 
is the subject of___ 4} 


| and is 
currently on Category II of the ADEX of the New York Office. 












Of the members of the National Committee of the VB, 
the following two individuals remide in the area covered by 
the New York Office: 


we Cw 
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(currently on Category I of the ADEX) 


currently on Category I of the ADEX) 


INFORMANTS 
Identity of Source File Number Where Located 


F6% 


(See Non-Symbol Informant 
Administrative Page) 


(see Non-Symbol Informant 


Administrative Page) 
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INFORMANTS (Cont'd 4. 
Identity of Source File Number Where Located 








(PROB) 
Used to charac- 
terize 


Used +t = 
terize 


fas ps 
Used to_charac- 
| | 


NEW YORK 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK. Will follow and report 


on the activities of captioned organization. 
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DETAILS : 


All information contained in this report is classified 
"Confidential" unless otherwise noted. 


For the purpose of clarity, individuals mentioned in 
this report will be characterized, where suitable information 
is available to so characterize them, in the Glossary of this 
report. 


The Venceremos Brigade {vs) was formed in 
June, 1969, by a coalition of "New Left" 
organizations to encourage American youth 

to travel to Cuba in defiance of a ban on | 
travel to that country by the United States 
Department of State. The ostensible pur- 
pose of the travel was to assist the CASTRO 
Regime in the harvesting of sugar cane and | 
other agricultural products and to ne young 
Americans the experience of living in 
revolutionary communist country. 


Ie ORGANIZATION 
A. Objectives. 


Source made available literature of the VB captioned 
"Criteria for Selection of Regionals", which set forth the 
political objectives of the VB as follows: 


"(1) To develop solidarity with the Cuban Revolution 
and the peoples of the Third World. 


"(2) To promote and develop the political formation 
of the progressive forces in the US through the Brigade process 
in Cuba and in the US. 


"(3) To educate the US movement to an anti-imperialist 
consciousness and to the necessity for and the possibility of 
unity in strategic terms. 
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"(4) To facilitate dialogue among different US 
movement groups as they work in the context of a common goal 
and constructive task. 








This item further described the VB as a political 
education project and not an organization. Further, that the 
VB does not take a stand one way or another on organizations 
in the United States, but that in order to fulfill the object- 
ives of the VB, the group will carry out activities in support 
of "anti-imperialist forces: in the Third World". Even though 
the VB is not structured along strict "democratic-centralist 
lines", the work of ag group does require guidance ane 
discipline. 










'In this item, it was stated that the VB was not "a 
Left-winged travel agency" and that participation in Cuba was 
just one piece of the total project of the VB and that equally 
important with the travel to Cuba, were the , ae activities 
carried out in the United States. 









In addition, this item indicated that the VB was not 
a “catch all" for the United States movement and that the 
Brigade does not "represent" the United States movement. Brigade 
participants were stated to be chosen through a process of sel- 
ection based on the Brigade's political objectives as well as 
other criteria and that the VB would attempt to reach out to 
as many people and organizations as possible who could identify 
with the objectives of the VB and who would benefit from and 
make a contribution to the VB ‘project. 


B. Structure and Selection of Applicants 
. The item "Criteria for Selection of Regionale", above- 


aiuaualt to, listed the following cities and states as the 
regional areas in the structure of the VB: 










































NY 100-166943 





Chicago 

Bay Area 
Boston 

Los Angeles 
Detroit 
Houston 

New York 
North Carolina 
Kansas City 
Newark 


With respect to the 'Criteria for Selection of Regionals" 
the following four points are taken into consideration: 


"1. The areas openly supports the Cuban Revolution or 
has the basis for developing support. 


"2. Areas where the movement has had a history of 
strength and has continued to be strong. 

"3. Areas where the brigade has done past work and 
where there are a number of past brigadistas. Also where there 
are conditions for good recruitment existing at the present 


"&. The new national committee is composed of a 
member from each of the areas listed below."  . 


In addition, the VB is broken down into four committees 
as follows: 


1. . Fund Raising ‘s 
2. Political Education 
3. Recruitment 
4, Propaganda 


‘Each committee has a chairman who sits on a Central 


Committee and each of the committees has long and short range 
goals in carrying out the political objectives of the VB. 


oh. 











‘} 
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With respect to the selection of. applicants for the . 
VB, the initial selection begins after all applicants have been 
interviewed by members of a regional committee. The entire 
regional committee meets and participates in this selection, 
which is predicated upon information on hand about the applicant, 
the four political objectives of the VB, some nine priorities and 
six criteria, the regional quota and National Committee (NC) 
guidelines and work in the committees prior to recruitment. 
After the decisions have been made, applicants are notified by 
the Regional Committee that they have been either selected or 
not. The new recruits are then placed in "cadre groups" and 
start working in the "cadre training program", It is here that 
the final selection process begins and during this period, which 
generally lasts from two to three months, the regional committee 
has a chance to work with and become acquainted with the new 
recruits. Of importance is the question of how well the recruit 
will be able to implement the four political objectives of the 
VB both in Cuba and upon the recruit's return to the United 
States. The final selection is in fact a recommendation made 
by the regional committee to the NC with the ultimate decision 
being made by the NC. This final selection is predicated upon 
such factors as leadership potential, attitude toward collective 
work, attitude toward political education programs, multiracial - 
relations, movement experience and the ability to understand and 
implement the four political objectives of the Brigade. 


Lt 


The VB continues to utilize the address of Post Office 
Box 643, Cathedral Station, New York, New York 10025. 
era ees (U) 


Ce. Location 
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The National Office of the VB is located in! the 
San Francisco, California area. 





D. Leadership 


At a VB cadre meeting held in New York City on 
January 27, 1972, it was announced that the VB National Office 
was located in San Francisco, California and that all of the 
national officers were being appointed, after carefully being 


selected by the Cuban government, These officers, accordin 
to source, included of San Ce | 
en unknown; and and 

of New York City. 
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ee (U) 


June 27, 1972 
August 25, 1972 


The above information is not to be made public except 
in the usual proceeding following the issuance of a subpoena 
duces tecum. 


E. Finances 


F. Publications 


. The November, 1971 issue of the VB publication 
"Murquino" contains the notice that "Turquino" will not be 
issued again until February, 1972 due to the unavailability 

of personnel responsible for its publication. In addition, 
this issue states the political objectives of the VB, discusses 
recruitment policy, défines commitment to the VB as not being 


a F « 


a 
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‘an “option” or "alternative" to movement people living in a 
capitalist country but as an "imperative to take the revol- 
utionary path". 








a_security | 


- Source made available a copy of an item captioned 


"Criteria for Selection of Regionals", which included a state- 
ment of policy on "What to Say to the FBI -- Nothing!!!!" 
This item is set forth as follows: . , >. 


. "From our past experience with the Venceremos Brigade, 
the FBI has a general policy of contacting nearly everyone who 
goes on a Brigade, after their return. A few people have been 
visited by the FBI, although they never actually went to Cuba 
but only filled out an application. 


"To our knowledge, noone has agreed to speak with the 
FBI so we don't know specifically what information they are 
after. When contacted by the Brigade lawyer, FBI agents say 
there's nothing specific, they just have a routine practice of 
trying to talk to all returning Brigadistas. One thing we do 
know they were interested in - Weathermen who may have been on 
the first Brigade in December of 1969. People on that Brigade 
were shown pictures of Weathermen by the FBI and were asked if 
they recognized any of the people. Many people, especially, 
Third World people, who have been on the Brigade play an 
increasingly important role in their communities. The FBI is 
out to gather whatever information they can on these people - 
things they said and did on the Brigade, who they were friendly 
with. ANYTHING you tell the FBI will help them gather informat- 
ional weapons to use against our struggle. 


“Often you will be unaware of how the questions or 
your answers could hurt anyone. Remember, you do not know the 
context of the question, the reason for the question, or the 
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“way your answer can be distorted and used against brothers 
and sisters. That is why it is so important NOT TO TALK AT 
ALL TO THE FBI when they come. 


"The FBI agents will probably try to make you feel 
you are incriminating yourself by not talking, but don't be 
misled. Your silence or refusal to answer in this situation 
cannot be held to incriminate you in any way. Remember, no 
FBI agent asks idle questions; there is no such thing as small 
talk with a Pig. A long answer, a short answer, a truthful 
answer, a lying answer, a political rap, all of these supply 
some sort of information which is of use to the State. 


"THERE IS NO LAW THAT SAYS YOU HAVE TOTALK TO THE 
FBI. When you shut the door in their face, you have broken no 
law. When you open the door and wen you open your mouth to 
answer even one question (like ‘what is your name’ or ‘does 
so and so live here') you have breken a law - a law of trust 
between sisters and brothers that we do not aid people who want 
to discredit and destroy the Peoples’ struggle. Even letting 
the FBI into your house gives them information. They see your 
books, your posters, and other things which you forgot makes 
you an 'enemy' of the state in their minds and more importantly 
in their files. SO DON'T EVEN ASK THEM IN TO TELL THEM YOU 
HAVE NOTHING TO SAY. . 


“The FBI has in the past contacted people who are close 
to Brigadistas - family, friends, neighbors, employers. Generally, 
they will only do this if they have trouble finding you, but they 
may also do it becawe they know parents and employers are often 
more open to talking to the FBI, or have no idea how harmful to 
you their casual talk can be. We suggest that if it is at all 
possible, you tell the people close to you: : 


"1. That the FBI might come asking about you; 

2. That you have broken no law in going to Cuba; 

3- That anything they say to the FBI, including giving 
them your address, can only hurt you and will never help you; 
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"h, That there is no law requiring them to talk to 
the FBI, and nothing can happen to them when they refuse to 
talk; 

"S,. That when the FBI comes they should not be 
allowed in and no questions should be answered - not even 
‘are you so and so's mother' or 'have you seen her recently'. 

"6. That if the FBI visits them asking about you, 
they should let you know about it. 


"IP you or anyone connected with you is contacted by 
the FBI, please immediately tell the Brigade Regional Committee 
or the person who gave you the application. These people can 
also answer any question you may have.’ : 


Weatherman, formerly a faction of Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS), rage ae 
the SDS National Office from June, 1969, | 
until its closing in February, 1970. 
Weatherman then entered an underground 
status and adopted a tactic of "strategic 
sabotage", with police and military 
installations designated as primary wangets. 


SDS was founded during June, 1962, at 

Port Huron, Michigan, and in the 1960's 
functioned as the leading New Left campus- : 
based student organization | in the United 
States. From a stance of “participatory 
democracy", the SDS moved to a radical- 
revolutionary position. It maintained a 
national office at 1608 West Madison Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, until February, 1970. 
Internal factionalism during 1969 produced 
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_ three main factions: Weatherman, Revolutionary 
Youth Movement (RYM), and Worker Student © 
Allicance (WSA). The Weatherman and RYM no 
longer consider themselves associated with the 
SDS. The WSA faction continues to use the name 
SDS. 


II. ACTIVITIES 
A. Latin-American Seminar 


Twenty-seven individuals returned to St. John, New 
Brunswick, Canada on January 21, 1972, from Havana, Cuba aboard 
the Cuban vessel “Camaguey" and at that time, 19 of the returnees 
applied for admission to the United States at Calais, Maine. 
Source further advised that it was learned that these returnees 
had been members of previous VB contingents to Cuba and that they | 
returned to Cuba for a "refresher course" and not to assist the 
Cubans in the harvesting of citrus fruits or sugar cane. (U) 


B. Fifth Contingent 


Source made available a copy of a letter set out by 
rege dealing with the Fifth Contingent, which is set forth 
as follows: 7 


"VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 
P.O. Box 643 
Cathedral Station 
New York, New York 
10027 


"Dear Friend 


Presently, the fifth contingent of the Venceremoa 
Brigade, a political education project, is being organized for 
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"departure to Cuba, in early 1972. The up-kKeep of the brigade 
and transportation of the people involved, has placed us in a 
financial crisis that cannot be over~emphasized. At a time 

when the "Movement’ is fragmented and splintered, the Venceremos 
Brigade is the only project bringing people from various organ- 
izations and movements together to work and learn collectively 
in an extensive 4 to 6 month period. In relation to the collec- 
tive effort of the brigade on a regional and national level to 
build a unified movement, this collective effort in eel of 
the Venceremos Brigade is extended to you. 


"In the months before leaving, regionals will be 
involved in political education, work projects and fund-raising 
functions in preparation for the trip. In response to the mis- 
information that had developed around Cuba and the Third World 
liberation struggles, the brigade is in the process of developing 
a& program to counter this through films, books, slide shows, 
revolutionary albums, speakers, and a tentative Brigade paper. 
These materials are available and fund-raising activities and 
dates are listed. | 


"Four (4) contingents of the Venceremos Brigade, in 
support of the Cuban Revolution and in solidarity with Third 
World liberation struggles, have gone to Cuba to participate 
in the Sugar harvests and development of citrus fruit on the 
Isle of Pines, since January 1970. Over 1500 workers, students, 
community organizers, G.I. organizers, - Third World and White - 
have committed their efforts in an attempt to build a wified 
movement. Your contribution will enable people on the Brigade 
to reach its objectives of working, living, and learning in a 
socialist society and to return with that knowledge amid solid-~ 
arity to build from. 


"As we are in desperate need, approximately $230 per 
person, please reconsider this as not only another plea for. 
ee but as a. aad ae project for which you would write a 
cnecKe 


"Venceremos, 


"Fifth Contingent 
Venceremos Brigade" 
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Source advised that on March 6, 1972 and March 10, 
1972, approximately 150 persons comprising a contingent of 
the VB, would be departing from various sections of the United 
States via air for travel to Mexico City and subsequently, 
travel to Cuba. According to source, approximately 90 persons 
would be departing the United States on March 6, 1972 and some 
60 persons would be leaving the United States on March 10, 1972. 


On March 10, 1972, a group of individuals from New 
York City departed John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK 
Airport), New York City aboard Aeronaves de Mexico Flight 405, 
for Mexico City. Upon arriving in Mexico City, they proceeded 
to clear Mexican Customs and were photographed by the Mexican 
Police and their baggage searched. While at the airport in 
Mexico City, this group was met by other VB members from through- 
out the United States and the entire group subsequently boarded 
a Cubana Airlines plan and departed for Havana, Cuba. 


While on the Cuban plane, the members of the group 
were given questionnaires to fill out, which included their 
life history and movement experience, and Cuban intelligence 
officials interrogated some of the passengers. The group 
arrived in Havana, Cuba in the early morning of March 11, 1972 
and were met 4 a tel Lewes group consisting of Cuban officials, 
Cuban bands, photographers and television cameras. After clearing 
the Cuban Customs, the group boarded buses which carried them to 
‘the VB camp near San Antonio de Los Bonas, located in Havana 
Province. At the camp, this group was met by other VB members 
who had arrived a few days before. This Fifth Contingent of the 
VB was made up of a total of 138 individuals. .. 
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While in Cuba, the purpose of the VB was to assist 
the Cubans in a large government project of constructing 
houses. These houses were made out of poured concrete and 
had corrugated asbestos walls and roofs and stucco placed on 
the outer walls. The floors were made of crushed clay. The 
VB members were used to dig the footers for the foundations 
and only three houses were finally constructed that had been 
assigned to the VB as a quota. The members of the contingent 
also assisted in constructing a 20 unit apartment building. 


At the camp, the group was separated as to sex and 
assigned to living quarters in old barracks. A typical day 

at the camp began at 5:30 a.m. and after breakfast at 6:00 a.m. 
the group would depart the camp and travel to the work site 

by. truck or bus. Work began at 8:00 a.m. with a coffee break 
at 10:00 a.m. and lunch was generally from 12:00 noon until 
1:00 p.m. Work began at about 2:00 p.m. and ended at 5:30 p.m. 
for the return to camp. Dinner was served from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. and generally after dinner, there were propaganda 
presentations. 


The group worked five and one half days per week, 
where they partied at the camp on Saturday evening and Sundays 
were given to resting or relaxing. , 

- Source advised that in his opinion, the Cuban Revol- 
ution was economically a failure since the current sugar crop. 
had been hit by drought. There was no evidence of any member of 
the VB receiving guerrilla warfare training or training in 
espionage activity. When such topics were mentioned to the 
Cubans, the latter would immediately change the topic of discussion. 


During the stay at the camp, United States "skyjackers" 
appeared on two occasions. 


It was accepted by the VB members that the Cuban 
government completely controls and helps to finance the VB. 
Cuban translators on two occasions related that the VB is a 
propaganda tool of the Cubans in the United States as well as 
in Cuba. The Cubans constantly presented political endoctrin- 
ations, which were "presentations" held each evening at the VB 
camp and Cuban news casts heavily slanted against the United 
States, were presented concerning the war in Vietnam.. 








NY 100-166943 


There were representatives of other countries in 
the form of delegations which were in Cuba to assist in the 
building projects. ‘This included an “International Brigade" 

ios fe osed of 150 individuals representing 52 countries. This 
included a 12-man delegation from North Vietnam, which on 
April 12, 1972, visited the VB camp and presented each VB 
member with an aluminum ring made from the 3,000th United 
States plane shot down over North Vietnam. Captured United 
States weapons from Vietnam were displayed at the camp and 
are on display in Cuban museums. 


The Soviets in Cuba are generally teachers and military 
instructors and the Cuban Army is equipped with Soviet made 
rifles, light-weight tanks, mortars and anti-aircraft guns. 


The Cubans regard the VB as the "heroes and vanguard 
of the North American revolution" and after the VB broke camp 
on April 15, 1972, the Cubans took the entire VB on a tour of 
Cuba and the members were given warm eCervtens in every city 
and tow that they visited. 


During the stay in Cuba, officers of the Cuban Ministry 
of Intelligence were constantly with the VB members from the 
moment the latter departed Mexico City to the time they disembarked 
at St. John, Nett Brunswick on May 12, 1972. Two Cuban translators 
irk also active as guides and cownsellors for the VB while in 
Cuba. 


The role of the Roman Catholic Church in cuba is second 
in nature and continues to exist only at poe ee of the 
Cuban government. 


While in Cuba, the VB members were given an - Anvitatdon 
kes attend the closing session of the "Union de Jovenes Comunistas" 
Cuban Young Communist League), Second Congress, held in Havana. 

8 was an honorary appearance of the VB as "special guests" of 
Premier CASTRO and at the session CASTRO spoke for over four and 
one half hours, criticizing the young communists for ° ay going 
far enough to further the Cuban Revolution". 


a 
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Premier CASTRO also invited the entire VB contingent to attend 
the May Day parade and other festivities held in Havana on 
May 1, 1972, where the VB members sat in the reviewing stand 
along with Premier CASTRO and other top Cuban officials. 


During the period April 17, 1972 - May 1, 1972, the 
Cuban government took the VB on a tour of. Cuba where ‘they 
visited such places as the Bay of Pigs, the Center Union of 
Las Villas, the Vado des Yeso Town, Santiago de Cuba and 
Turquino Mountain. Throughout the tour, the VB members were 
afforded time to meet and speak to Cuban nationals. © 


The Cuban press were constantly with the VB taking 
photographs and motion pictures, and on one occasion, a 
Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) television crew filmed the 
VB at work. 


The VB departed Cuba on May 2, 1972 at 11100 Pel. 

aboard the Cuban ship the “fhirtieth of November", On May 12, 
1972, the ship docked at St. John, New Brunswick, Canada. 
While on the return trip, VB members were given constant 
political briefings aboard the ship by VB NC members and in 
particular, a VB NC member from San Francisco, 
California, who stated “that if the Cubans develop two people 
to contact 42 and. continue 3 their friendship in the “Us, they con~ 
sider the VB. & success and well _worth 't ‘the- million” dollars ~ os 

they spent." Re paotetgera Cee ea 
casino r j 








Individuals who were members of the Fifth VB Contingent 
to Cuba during March through May, 1972, returned aboard the 
Cuban vessel "Thirtieth of November", which docked at St. John, 
New Brunswick, Canada on May 12, 1972. These returnees were 
permitted to transit Canada directly to the United States by 
charter bus and private auto. Three individuals were admitted 
to the United States by private auto at Bridgewater, Maine and 
all the other returning individuals were transported by 
Consolidated Bus Corporation buses and private cars and were 
admitted to the United States at Calais, Maine. (U) 
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Cc. "Venceremitos" 


[_] VB NC member, indicated that the VB was 
planning a special trip to Cuba for 10 to 14 year olds in 
August, 1972. In this connection, source furnished a four 
page mimeographed information sheet captioned "To All Regional 
Committees; Brigada Venceremos", which stated in part as 
follows: 


"This summer, the Brigada Venceremos has been asked 

to use its resources to organize a delegation of young people 

10-14 years) who will spend the month of August in Cuba. 

hey will be participating for two weeks in the program of 

the International Pioneer Camp at Varadero. This means that 
their activities will include all types of sports and cultural 
activities--plus programs put on by the other children in the 
camp, designed to teach about life and the revolutionary 
struggle in their country. In all, children from about ten 
nations will come to the camp--including delegations from such 
countries as Chile, the Soviet Union, the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the 
German Democratic Republic--and, of course, Cuba. 


"The program will also include visits in Habana and 
a tour of the island--concentrating on places of special 
interest to children (perhaps Pionero, the zoo, CLIK brigades 
and so on), and also places which are important in the 
revolutionary history of the Cuban people (Moncada for example)... 


"How will the trip be carried out? First, the 20 
Yancepsntton, as they'll be called, will be chosen from four 
major cities: New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. 
The movements in these areas have a long history, and we will 
be most likely to find children there whose purents have 
already encouraged their participation in political activity. 

We also thought it was essential that a group of five children 
go from four cities, rather than 1 child from 20 cities. It 
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"not only make preparation and coordination easier for us, but 
gives the children a common experience, and a group of 
Venceremitos to work with when they return. Finally, we 
thought it was necessary to recruit from some areas where the 
BV itself was concentrating, so that we could maintain a 
longer tie with the Venceremitos, in terms of daily work. 


"The group of Venceremitos will be both girls and 
boys, and racially mixed. We expect to recruit from families 
of brigadistas; movement groups that have ‘children's sections’; 
breakfast programs; free schools and so on. We also want to 
choose young people whose parents will give them strong 
encouragement. 


"The Venceremitos will have with then five adult 
guides~--who will be responsible for their preparation before the 
trip as well. As a part of the preparation, the Venceremitos will 
be doing some type of work with the regional committees in each 
of the four cities, which can be continued when they come back. 


“As you can see, in all ways, this is something 
entirely new for us. We don't have much experience as a 
movement working with younger people--and the Brigade certainly 
reflects that. This is then, in the best sense of the word, an 
experiment--and a very important one--which will oo us & 
foundation in experience, to analyze and adapt. | 


"We need the cooperation of each regional dembtiee 
to send the Venceremitos to Cuba. 


"First, of course, the difficult problem of money. 
Because the Venceremitos will have to fly both ways, we are 
estimating a $500 per person cost--which means over $12, 000 
saaacaa 3 the adult guides. 


“We are expecting that most of this money will have to 
come from contributions--contributions that we can solicit from 
liberal educational associations, ‘educators’, church groups, . 
women's groups and peace groups--to name some. One thing we 
have in our favor is that this kind of project appeals to whole 
eau ae of people=--basically liberal or leftist people in 
education. 


- 18 «- 
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"While children will be going from only four cities, 
we see it as a responsibility of the whole brigade to make 
sure they make it to Cuba. It is especially necessary that 
we all work to raise money, since the families of most of these 
children won't have nearly the funds--and shouldn't have to 
bear the expense, at any rate, 


"Therefore, we are putting out a fundraising castaibk 
that will explain the Venceremitos. It is up to all of us--in 
each regional and at the National level--to use this in the 
best ways possible to approach people and organizations for 
contributions. (this certainly doesn't rule out fundraising 
projects, ) 





"We only have a few weeks. That is our biggest 


obstacle. By July 1, all donations should be turned in to? 
| | New York, New York. 10025. 
sk people to make checks payable to the Venceremos Brigade. 


"In addition to fundraising, the Cn and Venceremitos 
guides would appreciate receiving any examples of children's 
propaganda or political education materials that you think 
might be helpful in preparing the Venceremitos. As we said-- 
we don't have much experience at this. 


"Suggestions for ways to incorporate younger people 
in our activities--especially during the 26th of July should 
also be sent to the CN--so that they can be shared with other 
regionals. 


“It is our hope that the Venceremitos will be an ~ 
aduoation for us all-and especially an education in enh ee 


“Viva les ninos revolucionaries! 
"Yenceremos! 


"Comite Nacional" (U) 


| 
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The "Daily World", an east coast communist newspaper, 
issue of July 13, 1972, Page 7, Colum 3, contained the following 
item pertaining to the aforementioned activity of the VB: 


"LOS VENCEREMITOS 


' "This summer, the Venceremos Brigade will be using 
its resources to organize a delegation of young people from 
about ten nations, including the U. S., aged 10 to 14 years, 
to spend the month of August in Cuba. Their activities will 
include sports and culture activities, programs by the children 
themselves, visits to Havana, a tour of the island, particularly 
places of interest to this age groupg. and, of course, places 
important in the history and current events in Cuba. (uy. 


"The 20 U. S. Venceremitos, as they'll be called will 
be chosen from four major cities, representing varied racial 
and national groups. To accomplish this we need cooperation, 
first of all to raise the necessary money--more that $12,000 
for the children and for five especially trained guides, and 
secondly and just as important, we need any examples of children's 
political education materials that you think might be helpful in 
preparing the Venceremitos. (U) 


"ALL contributions and material, so urgently needed, 
should be sent as quickly as possible to La Brigada Venceremos, 
P. 0. Box 643, Cathedral Station, New York, N. ¥. 10025. (U) 

"Muchas gracias; (U) : | 

"KATHY BRIGADISTA, San Francisco" (Uv) 

The "Guardian" issue of August 30, 1972, on Page 15, 


contained an item captioned “Children Visit Cuba" which is set 
forth as follows: 


"On Aug. 3 some 23 children from vustoln parts of the 
U.S. departed for Cuba, becoming the first American children's 
delegation to visit the blockaded island. The black, Chicano, 
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"Puerto Rican, Asian and white children-mainly from the families 
of workers and ranging in age from 9 to l4-joined with children 
from 10 other countries in an International. Pioneers Camp. 


"The group, organized by the Venceremos Brigade, is 
called the 'Venceremitos,' or ‘Little Winners." They are part 
of the more than 1500 Americans who have gone to Cuba for 
month-long stays to learn and work, to cut sugar cane, plant 
citrus trees and build houses. , 


"Me organizers of the children's delegation said 
they were prompted to do go out of a sense of 'responsibility 
to future generations.’ ‘We want to teach our children new 
values,' they explained, ‘to give them responsibilities and 
experiences that will help them learn how to lead the future 
struggle. ' 


"When the group left, however, it had not vat raised 
enough money for the return trip. A fund raising letter sent 
out by the children read: 'We are appealing to you to contribute 
whatever you feel you can to help us. If we came from rich | 
parents we wouldn't have to appeal to you for donations, but we 
are the children of workers, and we require your support.' 


"Financial assistance or information requests can be 
sent to: Venceremitos, c-o Venceremos Brigade, Pee, Box 643, 
_ Cathedral Station, New York, N.Y." (U) 


The "Guardian" is self-described as an 
"independent radical newsweekly" which: 
takes a strong left position but is not 
identified with any organized group. It | 
is considered to be the largest radical 
weekly in America. 


The "Daily World" issue of September 1, 1972, on Seen 2 
and 11, captioned an item "Children return from Cuba. trip with 
happy stories of solidarity", datelined New York, — 21, 1972, 
which stated in part as follows: 
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"The youngest delegation of Americans to Cuba came 
back yesterday, arriving tired, happy and excited at Kennedy 
International Airport. They had spent two weeks at the 
international children's Pioneer camp in Varadero, seh and 
an additional two weeks touring Cuba, 


"The group, "Los Venceremitos, " wonel wid: of 23 
children of different races and nationalities, ranging in 
age from 10 to 14, from New York, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Los Angeles, and of five young adults from the Venceremos 
Brigade, which organized the trip. 


“Amid the confusion of last minute seehen to each 
other and surrounded by suitcases, knapsacks and odds and ends 
accumulated during their stay in Cuba, several Venceremitos 
enthusiastically recounted their experiences to the Daily World. 


“They all agreed what they liked best was the people 
they met. At the camp and during their tour they were with. 
young people from the Soviet Union, Vietnam, See Chile 
and other countries as well as Cubans... 


"Some expressed a desire to form a Young Pioneers 
organization in the U.S., possibly by starting with a Pioneer 
camp that might exchange campers with other countries. 


"“Fhere will be a home-coming party and dinner with 
entertainment for the Venceremitos on Sept. 16 at Casa de las 
Americas. The cost is $3 for adults and $1 for children". (U) 


The Casa de las Americas is an organization 
in New York City formed ostensibly as a 
social club in April, 1964. It is composed 
of pro-FIDEL CASTRO, pro~communist individuals. 
Casa de las Americas distributes Cuban. : 

' propaganda and has provided financial assis- 
tance in the past. to various revolutionary | 
groups and to the Cuban Miasion to ne: 

United Nations. 
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D. New York VB Activity 


At a VB cadre meeting held in New York City on 
January 27, 1972, the following announcements were among 
those made by who had been the New York area 
- representative to the Latin American Seminar pecenili held 
in Cuba: 


At the Latin American Seminar, a split e 

within the VB leadership and as a result of this, 
proposed that more emphasis be placed on Third World problems 
and to put Third World people in leadership capacity. The 
representatives of the National Office of the VB turned 

proposal down and the Cubans were also against these. 
proposals because they wanted a feeling of "solidarity" within 
the VB. [______|]stated that while in Cuba, he had been "caught" 
talking to an individual who was tabbed as being “counter- 
revolutionary" and he was accused of seeking relationships 
only with counter revolutionaries. According vol eh both 
the Cubans and the VB National Office representatives then had 
. asked him to resign his leadership position in the New York 
area. [__—iijfurther announced that the New York Region of 
the VB would hold a general meeting on January 30, 1972, to 
determine if that region would send representatives on the 
next VB contingent, and that the Third World members of the 
region would hold a caucus on January 29, 1972 to discuss if 
they would continue to support the VB. 


| 


A New York VB Regional meeting was held on January 
30, 1972, which began at twelve noon and ended at 8:00 PM. 
‘The main topic of discussion was the resignation of the entire 
‘New York Regional Staff over the refusal of the National Com- 
mittee of the VB oe Third World proposals and the 
alleged "set-up" of as a counter-revolutionary by the 
Cubans while he was in Cuba as a delegate to the Latin American 
Seminar. According to the source, these facts regarding the 
internal destruction within the VB has been furnished to the 
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underground press and to other VB Regionals in the United > 


States. VB fund raising activity has stopped in ‘the. New 
York area as a result of this dissension. 
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The defunct 
New York Regional members reportedly still had the only access 
to the New York VB bank account and funds may have to be 
borrowed from other VB Regionals in order for New York area 
members to become part of the next contingent for travel to 
Cuba. 





discussion at this meeting was the recent split in the New York 
Region of the VB as well as programs to raise money for the up- 
coming trip to Cuba. 
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A VB fund raising affair was held at the Washington 


Square Methodist Church in New York City at 2:00 PM on 
Cuban films were ouiiaian and approximately 


(U) 


February 19, 1972. 
$65 .00 was raised by this event. 


The VB held a demonstration in support of the Cuban 
Revolution at Union Square, New York City on July 26, 1972 
There were approximately 125 to 150 individuals in attendance 


The demonstration began at 7:00 PM and ended at 9:15 PM. 
acted as master of ceremonies. Speakers at the 


demonstration spoke against United States imperialism and a 
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movie entitled "Vietnam for the Vietnamese" ' bapportedity made | 


in North Vietnam, was shown. (U) 


III. AFFILIATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


A. Casa de las Americas (CDLA) 


During the evening of February 26, 1972, the VB 
presented movies about Guba at the CDA, 106 West 14th 
Street, New York City. spoke briefly about 
the American capitalistic invasion of Latin America after. 
the movies were shown, and his remarks were then translated 


into Spanish. (U) 


-IV. PROPAGANDA VALUE TO THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT 








Source furnished a summary transcript of a Cuban 
radio broadcast made on March 11, 1972. A eee of this 
summary is as follows: 


The second group of the Fifth Contingent of the 
Venceremos Brigade arrived early today at Jose Marti Airport, 
Havana. This group consists of 84 young Americans, 51 men 
and 33 women, who have come from different parts of the United 
States. (U) 


- These revolutionaries and radicals from the North 
were met at the airport by Enrique Rivero, Director of the Camp; 
Agustin Toledo, Sub-Director of the Cuban Friendship Institute; 
and Manuel Torres, Foreign Relations Secretary of the Union of 
Young Communists. (U) 


This group, like the 54 young Brigade members who 
arrived last Monday, will work at building, homes in the 
village of Los Naranjos. This is part of Plan Ceiba, Havana 

, Province.  (U) ; 7 
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Ld was secretary of the 


Movimiento Pro-Independencia de 
Puerto Rico (MPIPR) (Puerto Rican 
Independence Movement) - New York 
Mission (NYM). : 
The MPIPR - NYM, also known as the 
"Mision Vito Marcantonio" 
organized on August 6, 1961, in New. 
York City, continues to support and 
promote all of the aims and principles 
of the MPIPR as set forth by the head- 
quarters of the MPIPR in Puerto Rico. 
The Casa Puerto Rico (CPR), 106 East 
wth Street, New York, New York, is the 


official office and meeting hall 
the MPIPR - NYM. 


. The MPIPR is a prominent Marxist - 
Leninist organization seeking com- 
plete independence for Puerto Rico. 
Although it does not openly advocate 
the use of terrorist activities in the 
struggle for independence, its leaders 
have publicly expressed sympathy for 
those engaged in such activities. 
supports the forces of the Castro Cuban 
Revolution and maintains a permanent 
representative in Havana, Cuba. 


EEersorrented| 


attended meetings of the Student 
Tonal Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 
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GLOSSARY (Cont'd) 
ee) (Co 


held in New York City during April, 
1972, and was described as a member 

of the New York SNCC who is considered 
a key person in terms of overall 
political strategy for SNCC. 


[| 


The SNCC was formerly known as the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee and was founded in 1960 
during the period of civil rights 
activity in the South. The organ- 
ization advocates the use of force 
to achieve revolutionary goals and 
the destruction of the capitalistic 
System of government in the United 
States. 


ae 

Lear eras coq ttended meetings of the 
es e Communist Party (CP), Group 

Five, in June, July, September and 

December, 1970. “s 
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Title Venceremos Brigade 


Internal Security - Revolutionary 
ne Activities 


Reference is made to report of Special Agent 


aaa dated and captioned as above, at New York, New | b7C 


York. 





All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (Continued ) 


2385 (Advocating Overthrowj;of the Government), 1541-46 (Passport 
and Visa Matter), 792-98 (Espionage) and Title 50, United States 
Code 851-58 (Registration of Persons Who Have Knowledge of, or 
Received Instruction or Assignment In, Espiormge, Counterespionage, 
or Sabotage Service or Tactics of Government of Foreign Country 
or Foreign Political Party). 


The VB was formed in June, 1969, by a coalition of 

'New Left organizations to encourage American youth to travel to 
Cuba in defiance of a ban on travel to Cuba by the United 

States Department of State. Investigation of the VB has revealed 
that aside from the VB's ostensible objectives of harvesting sugar 
cane and other agricultural products and assisting in construction 
of housing, the VB has stated it will seek to educate people about 
imperialism and to foster a revolution against it. Individual 
members of the VB have made statements to the effect that the met 
significant effect of the Brigade would be to build a revolutionary 
movement in the United States around those who go to Cuba. In 
the past, various VB members, acting in a leadership capacity, 
have been known to be members of revolutionary organizations. VB 
members are known to have been contacted by various hostile 
intelligence services while in Cuba and it is known that the VB 

is being used by these intelligence services for spotting purposes 
as well as recruiting intelligence agents and support personnel. 
The VB is currently headquartered in New York City. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (corkined ) 2 


This report is being classified "Secret - No Foreign 
Dissemination" since the unauthorized disclosure of, this a 


information could reasonably be expected to result ° : 
damage to national security by oe ee ITT) 
@ source who has furnished sensitive infom ho is ai 


expected to continue to furnish similar information in 
future. The disclosure of the information furnished by 

in this report could disclose the identity of the source as 
some of the information reported herein was known only toa 
limited number of persons VU 








Six copies of this nape’ are being furnished to 
the Bureau for appropriate dissemination at the seat of government 
and one information copy of this report is being furnished to 
selected offices in those areas. -where the VB has been active 
inconnection with the Sixth Contingent of the VB or where there 
have been regional organizations or represeriatives of the VB. 


Details of the activities of the Sixth Contingent 
while in Cuba are not being set forth in extensive form inasmuch 
as these facts have already been covered and appropriately 
disseminated by Houston airtel and LHM dated June 22, 1973, 
reporting on the irformation furnished by| land WFO airtel 
and  LHM dated July 12, 1973, reporting on the information furnished 
(POH both of which sources were members of the Sixth 
tingent 
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DETAILS: 


All information contained in this report | 
is unclassified unless otherwise noted, 


The Venceremos Brigade (VB) was formed 

in June, 1969, by a coalition of "New 

Left" organizations to encourage 

American youth to travel to Cuba in 
defiance of a ban on travel to that 

country by the United States Department 

of State. The ostensible purpose of the 
travel has been to assist the CASTRO Regime 
in the harvesting of sugar cane and other 
agricultural products, and more recently to 
engage in construction projects, and to 
give young Americans the experience of 
living in a revolutionary communist 
country. 


I. ORGANIZATION 


a sexe ae ey eas = es attic: spe 


A. Background 
The October 14, 1972 issue of "Human Events", 
a weekly Washington, D.C. publication, contained an 


article entitled, "The Venceremos Brigade, Fidel Castro's 
Sugar Cane Cutters", which read in part as follows: 


"The 'Venceremos Brigade,' the grandiloquent 
designation under which packs of radical U.S. youths 
are sneaked over to Cuba ostensibly to cut sugar cane 
but actually to undergo revolutionary training, is due 
for public airing. 


"A House Internal Security subcommittee, headed 
by Rep. Claude Pepper (D.-Fla.), will hold three days of 
hearings in Miami, Fla., starting October 11..." 
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"La WA Ee 

"The 'Venceremos (we shall conquer) Brigade! 
was formed in June 1969 by a group of radical organizations- 
foremost among them the extremist Students for a Democratic 
Society and the Young Socialist Alliance, affiliate of * 
the Trotskyist Socialist Workers party, largest best- 
organized and most aggressive radical youth group 
in the U.S. 


"YSA members are thoroughly indoctrinated. and 
dedicated Marxists. They function under rigid 
regimentation. Many have participated in Venceremos 
contingents, 


"Announced purpose of these VB 

packs is to cut sugar cane, Actually 

they are sent to camps for training in 
guerrilla warfare, agitation and other 
revolutionary activities. 


"Efforts are under way to coordinate VB 
recruiting on an organizational basis. So far, it has 
been loosely structured. The aim is to develop the: 
Brigade into a type of ‘'identity' organization, with 
officials and a staff. To further that purpose, a 
monthly newsletter is being circulated. 


"It is title_Tur_uino--for Pico Turquino, or 
Turkey Peak, highest point in Cuba's Sierra Maestra 
Mountains where Castro and his band of 12 rebels holed 
up in 1956. 


"According to Turquino, the so-called 
‘political objectives! of VB include: 'Solidarity with 
the Cuban revolution,' furthering the development of 
‘progressive! (meaning revolutionary) forces in the 
U.S., ‘educating the left-wing movement to concepts of 
anti-imperalism,' vigorously supporting 'national | 
liberation struggles! throughout the world, and ‘fighting 
the enemy' (meaning democracy, free enterprise and 
individual liberty)..." 
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"Enrollees to be 18 or over, which 
eliminated young high school students who had been | 
accepted in previous contingents and some of whom 
had proved ‘unsatisfactory'; enrollees to have ‘prior 
experience in the 'movement' in the U.S.,' meaning 
membership in the SDS, YSA and other radical organizations; 
have a 'full understanding and realization of the nature 
and scope of the ‘struggle! in the U.S. and abroad'; 
be a leader 'who has the possibilities of additional 
revolutionary development'; and be ‘willing to commit 
himself to political work for the VB.,'! 


"Clearly, from this list of stringent 
requirements, recruits for the fifth contingent were 
not being sent to Cuba to cut sugar cane. Castro has _ 
plenty of native workers for that. 


"The Venceremos were going to Cuba for direct 
training in revolutionary techniques and functions..." 


"Human Events", October 14, 1972 


Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) was 
founded during June, 1962, at Port Huron,. 
Michigan, and in the 1960's functioned as 

the leading New Left campus-based student, 
organization in the United States. From a 
stance of "participatory democracy", the | 

SDS moved to a-radical-revolutionary 

position, It maintained a national office 

at 1608 West Madison Street, Chicago, Illinois, 
until February, 1970. Internal factionalism 
during 1969 produced three main factions: 
Weatherman, Revolutionary Youth Movement (RYM), 
and Worker Student Alliance (WSA). The 
Weatherman and RYM no longer consider themselves 
associated with the SDS. The WSA faction 
continues to use the name SDS. 


ah 
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As the youth organization of the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP), the Young Socialist 
Alliance (YSA) serves as the main source 

of recruitment into that organization. 

The YSA is described in the masthead of its 
official publication, "The Young Socialist 
Organizer," as "A multinational 
revolutionary socialist youth organization," 


The SWP has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450, 


B, Structure 


During the past year the VB has tried to 
improve its organizational structure and while it is 
still undergoing this process of reorganization, it is 
as. more sophisticated organization than it was one 
year ago. The VB in the United States was formerly 
broken down into approximately 32 regions and was so 
loosely structured and geographically scattered that 
the leadership found it impossible to control many 
areas of the country. In the summer of 1972, it was 
decided, therefore, to reduce the number of regionals 
to nine, the areas for the location of these regionals 
being chosen on the basis of their recruitment potential. 
The National Committee was likewise determined to exercise 
a greater degree of control over the new regional 
organizations which were located in the following 
areas: 


Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
Texas 

Kansas City 
Philadelphia 
Chicago 
Detroit 

New York 

North Carolina 
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The Cuban Government apparently does not 
want the VB to become an "organization" in the strict 
sense of the term. The VB considers itself a political 
education association and it recruits and trains 
individuals, preferably those who have been active in 
"movement activities", for travel to Cuba. The Cubans 
jikewise believe that they are reaching a larger and. 
more diverse segment of the American people by supporting 
established "movement" groups as well as the activities 
of these groups, rather than by operating as an 
independent organization. The Cubans definitely believe 
that the VB would lose its effectiveness if it attempted 
to operate independently. The larger and more 
established "movement" groups with which the VB has » 
developed relationships are the Young Workers Liberation 
League (YWLL), the Communist Party (CP), the Revolutionary 
Union (RU) and Youth Against War and Fascism (YAWF). 


The major decisions of the VB are definitely 
influenced by the desires of the Cuban Government and 
while the regionals do have some independence 
their actions are subject to veto by the Cubans. 


lon 
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The YWLL is a front organization of the 
CP, USA, It was formed as a Marxist- 
Leninist Youth Group in February, 1970. 


YAWF is the youth group of the Workers 
World Party (WWP). 


The WWP was founded in 1959 by individuals 
who disagreed with policies of the SWP. 
‘The WWP dissidents advocated unconditional 
support of the Soviet Union and the building 
of a revolutionary party geared to the 
overthrow of capitalism. More recently 
the WWP has called for peaceful solutions 
to Sino-Soviet disputes, however, the 

WWP generally supports the People's 
Republic of China in its ideological 
differences with the Soviet Union, 


The RU was founded in early 1968 and is 

a militant, semi-clandestine organization. 
Its objectives, as set out in its 
publications, are the development of a 
united front against imperialism, the 
fostering of revolutionary working-class 
unity and leadership in the struggle, and 
the formation of a communist party based 
on Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung thought, 
leading to the overthrow of the United 
States Government by force and violence. 


Source made available a memorandum dated 
November 22, 1972, from the Peace and International. 
Commission of the YWLL, directed to all sections, 
branches, members, and key contacts regarding "League 
Policy on Venceremos Brigade", which in part stated that 
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the VB had currently established regional committees 
in ten areas of the United States in order to recruit 
for the upcoming Sixth Contingent of the VB for travel 
to Cuba. These areas were set forth as follows: 


New York 

District of Columbia 

Philadelphia 

Kansas City, Missouri 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Bay Area (San Francisco, California) 
Los Angeles 

Houston (San Antonio, Austin, Texas) 
Fayettville, North Carolina 


[es 


C. Leadership 


Source made available the memorandum dated 
November 22, 1972, of the YWLL referred to above, which 
in addition to the location of the regional committees 
in the ten areas of the United States, listed the following 
persons as being in charge of these areas: 


New York--[-___ Td 





Los Angeles~--4{l_____ 
Houston, San Antonio, Austin--4L___________] 
Fayettville, North Carolina---L_ sid 
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dvised on June 18 


pret 
—— 
. (Confidential) (%)(™) | 
re 


is an active member of the 
New York City VB Regional Committee and is in 
charge of arranging for transportation and 
political education for the VB in this region, (K)(W) 
[J advised on July 2, 1970, and 
December 16, 1970, thatt —)—S—>™ 
attended meetings of the West Side CP, 


Group 5, in June, July, September, and 
December, 1970. (Kiud 








D,. Location 


New York, 
New York, 


Applications fo ipation in this contingent 
are received by at his home address. 


The VB has discontinued its former New York 
City Post Office Box (Post Office Box 643; Cathedral 
Station, New York, New York 10025) inasmuch as the. 
National Office of the VB is currently located in Oakland, 
California. 
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Post Office Box 643, Cathedral Station, 
New York, New York 10025, is no longer utilized 
by the VB and was discontinued in the latter part 


of 1972. 


The VB National Office, which is located 
in San Francisco, California, receives its mail 


through a Post Office Box there, 


Source made available a leaflet announcing 
recruitment for the Sixth Contingent of the VB which 
announcement indicated that applications could be. 
obtained at 637 Alcatraz, Oakland, California. 


| 


The VB Office is located at 637 Alcatraz, 


Oakland, California. 


The November-December issue of "Triple 
Jeopardy", the publication of the Third World Women's 
Alliance (TWAA), 346 West 20th Street, New York, 

New York, on page 2, contained an announcement of the 

VB in which the VB was described as "An Anti-Imperialist 
Political Education Project, In Solidarity with the’ 
Cuban Revolution, which stated that recruitment for’ the 
Sixth Contingent of the VB began on October 8 (1972) and 
added that applications for participation in this | 
contingent could be received from: 
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The Venceremos Brigade 
Post Office Box 4705 

San Francisco, California 
Telephone Number 658-2647 


and/or 


The TWAA, which is affiliated with the Student 
National Coordinating Committee (SNCC), was 

organized by a black women's caucus within 

SNCC and is headquartered in New York City. 

Its announced objective is the elimination 

of what it considers to be the triple 

oppression of women in America: imperialism, racism,, 
sexism, and the solution to this triple oppression 

as being socialism through armed struggle. 


The SNCC was formerly known as the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and was 
founded in 1960, during the period of civil 
rights activity in the south, The organization 
has in the past advocated the use of force 

to achieve revolutionary goals and the 
destruction of the capitalistic system of 
government in the United States. SNCC National 
Headquarters is currently located in New York 
City, but is devoid of leadership. 


E, Security 


Source made available a copy of a letter dated 
October 30, 1972, from the Chicago Region of the VB which, 
addressed to "Dear Brigadistas:", requested the recipient 
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to advise the Chicago Region if any of the recipients 
were called to testify before the hearings held by 
the House Internal Security Subcommittee recently in 
Miami. In addition, this letter included a form on 
harassment which it was stated would help the Chicago 
Region determine whether a pattern existed as to any 
investigations being carried out by the government. 


This form on harassment is set out as 
follows: 


"GENERAL INFORMATION ON HARRASSMENT" 
"NAME DATE 
"ADDRESS 
"TELEPHONE OR LEAVE MESSAGE: 
"BRIGADE CONTINGENT: WORK BRIGADE: 
"HAVE YOU BEEN CONTACTED BY ANY POLICE AGENCIES? 


"HAVE ANY POLICE AGENCIES CONTACTED ANY MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY, 
NEIGHBORS, LANDLORD, ETC.? 


"TF SO, GIVE A BRIEF EXPLANATION: WHICH AGENCY, DATE OR 
APPROXIMATE DATE OF CONTACT, PLACE, MANNER, AND ANYTHING 
YOU LEARNED ABOUT THEM (Name of agent; kind of car driven, 
license plate number; threats; etc. Above all, what 
questions did they ask?) Use other side of this form if 
necessary. 





ad 
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"Have you been busted since your return? Give details. _ 


"Have you been personally harrassed by right-wing groups 
or persons? Give details. 


"BE SURE TO REPORT ANY FURTHER HARRASSMENT TO THE VENOEREWOS 
BRIGADE REGIONAL COMMITTEE," 


"VENCEREMOS BRIGADE" 


‘ bID 
II, ACTIVITIES : : 


A, Sixth Contingent 


The selection of participants in the Sixth 
Contingent of the VB began as early as September, 1972. 
The Sixth Contingent of the VB was divided into two: 
groups, The first group consisting of 51 individuals 
from such areas as Kansas, Texas, Illinois, Michigan, 
New York, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and Virginia, 
assembled in Mexico City at the airport on March 19, 
1973. This group departed by plane from Mexico City 
about 1:00 AM on March 20, 1973, and arrived at Jose 
Marti Airport in Havana, Cuba at approximately 2:00 AM 
on March 20, 1973. On the following Sunday, a second 
group of 51 individuals, primarily from California, 

? ‘assembled at the airport in Mexico City and also flew 
to Havana, Cuba, by plane on Cubana Airlines as did: 
the first group. 


On the completion of their stay in Cuba the 
Sixth Contingent left their campsite on May 15, 1973, 
and were transported to Havana where the entire contingent 
of 101 individuals boarded the Cuban ship, "20th 
Anniversary" for their return to the United States. 
1 


j 
4 
' 
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One of the original 102 members of the Sixth Contingent 
had left Cuba earlier due to a death in his family. 





Also boarding the Cuban vessel were 
approximately 15-20 persons from the United States 
who had visited Cuba ostensitely under the auspices. 
of a Health and Welfare Group concerned with hospitals 
and rest homes in Cuba. 


The voyage from Cuba to Canada took seven, 
days and the ship arrived at Montreal, Canada, on 
May 22, 1973, where the members of the contingent 
were met by two buses which took them to New York 
City where the group broke up and the i travelled 
to their respective home states, (R)(¥) 


A group of children known as "Los Venceremitos", 
chaperoned by two adults, were scheduled to travel from 
New York City and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by plane 
to Mexico City from which point they intended to travel 
to Cuba. This group, consisting of nine children and 


two adults, was scheduled to depart from the United. 
States on August 2, 1973. (X) (4) 





B. "Los Venceremitos" 











-l]4- 
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C. Venceremos Brigade Activitie 
1. Casa de las Americas (CDLA 


The CDLA is an organization in New 

York City, formed ostensibly as a social 

club in April, 1964. It is composed of 
pro-FIDEL CASTRO and pro-Communist 
individuals. CDLA distributes Cuban 
propaganda and has provided financial 
assBtance in the past to various revolutionary 
groups and to the Cuban Mission to the 

United Nations. 


On May 24, 1973, an affair was held to welcome 
members of the VB who had just returned from Cuba (Xu) 


| 


2. Center for Cuban Studies (CCS 


On September 10, 1973. | }dvised that 

the CCS, 186 West 4th Street, New York City, 

is an organization comprised mainly of 

United States citizens which has as its 

purpose propagandizing in favor of the CASTRO 
regime in Cuba. Further, the CCS holds 

classes on Cuban political history, which classes 
Support the political thesis of CASTRO's 
Communism. 








Source made available a letter on the letterhead 
of the CCS dated June, 1973, which read as follows: 
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"Dear Brigadista, 


"On behalf of the Center for Cuban Studies I want to 

send our greetings to all the returned brigadistas | 

of the 6th Contingent of the Venceremos Brigade. Enclosed 
is some information that we are sending to all the 
companeras and companeros so that you will know that the 
Center is yours and exists to help you in your work .and 

in the steady growth of your understanding of Cuba and 
Latin America as a whole. 


"Currently, we don't have a listing of the complete contents 
of our library to send you. However, it is extensive 

(even after the bombing which actually destroyed very few 
of our books and periodicals) and since we have a xerox 
machine here, we can try to help you with your requests 

for information, especially for your work around the 26th 

of July activities and any other outreach work that you 
might be doing. 


"Also enclosed is a brochure describing Tricontinental 
Import Company which is handling subscriptions for Granma, | 
Bohemia and Cuba. This is sent, not with the idea of 
individual subscriptions from you.(it is expensive and 

you probably have regualr access to these anyway), but 
because you might be able to pursuade your local town, 
school or university library that they should subscibe. 
This is probably the first opportunity that they've had 

to begin a collection of contemporary Cuban Perinciaete 
and might be interested. ! 


"Tn addition to offering our services to you, we also hope 

that you will contribute copies of any materials that you 

write or otherwise produce to the Center, We have a 

clipping and article file which is probably used more 

often and with more enthusiasm than any other part of our library." 
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"Besides many Cuban materials, alot of what composes 

this file are notes and articles from trips by Northamericans, 
and any contributions that you can make to this (notes, 
interviews, articles published and unpublished, 

descriptions and experiences on visits, etc.) would 

be greatly appreciated and very well-used by many 

other folks. 


"And if you have managed to collect some Cuban materials 
which you think are special and that we may not have, let 
us know and we can send you the money to make copies 

of them for our library. Or of course you can always 
contribute them directly. 


"Tf youswant to be on our regular mailing list, let‘ us 
know. We hope to maintain our contact and help each 
other in our work. ! Saludamos el sexto contigente de 
1a Brigada Venceremos!" 


"t Viva el XX Aniversario}, 
"! Adelante! 


III. SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCE 


A, Young Workers Liberation League (YWLL) 


yf 
Source made available a memorandum from the 
YWLL dated November 22, 1972, and previously referred 
to, concerning "League Policy on Venceremos Brigade", 
which is set forth as follows: 








"The Sixth Contingent of the Venceremos Brigade 
is presently being organized. It will be composed of about 
150 U.S. youth who will leave for Cuba in mid-March, 

1973, to work on a construction project. They will return 
in the beginning of June. The deadline for applying is 


December 5, 1972." 
ee 4a 
i 
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"The League has always supported the Venceremos 
Brigade as a positive contribution to the anti-imperialist 
struggle and a concrete act of solidarity with the Cuban 
revolution. We view it as an important vehicle for 
helping to break down the blockade of Cuba imposed ‘by . 
U.S. Imperialism and for enabling U.S. youth to view first 
hand the achievements of socialist Cuba. 


"Recruitment for past Brigades has sometimes been 
characterized by anti-communism. This depended to a 
large degree on the political orientation of the 
Regional Committees, which were sometimes dominated by 
Maoists or others with strong anti-Soviet, anti-YWLL and 
anti-CPUSA attitudes. On the last Brigade, for example, 
numerous YWLL ers were rejected merely because of’ their 
political affiliation. 


"Despite these and other problems on past Brigades, 
the League has always sought to work with, support, and 
build the Brigade. The present National Committee of the 
Brigade has the perspective of basing the Brigade on those 
organizations which have a ‘defined position of support 
for the Cuban Revolution." Therefore they are eager to 
develop closer working relations with the League. 

"Specifically, they want us to help recruit League 
members and others to go on the next Brigade, and to help 
work with the Regional Committees in their recruitment, 
propaganda, political education activities, etc. 


“The Brigade now states in its principles that they 
‘do not have a strategy and tactics for revolutionizing 
U.S. society,' and that they are 'not a party or pre-party 
formation which seeks to advance a particular analysis 
of U.S. conditions for revolution. 


"They view themselves primarily as an educational 
project whose main goal is to do propaganda and internal 
political education work, Their propaganda SLOPES are 
Vietnam, Cuba, Latin America, and Africa. 


-18- 








© 


NY 100-166943 





"Our basic approach to the Brigade is that we 
view it positively and wish to give it positive assistance 
and support. Nevertheless the Brigade is a mass organization 
within which we must play an ideological role. 

"The new perspective of the Brigade is an advance 
over past positions, and represents an attempt to overcome 
some of the problems that affected earlier Brigades — 
primarily because some of the organizers attempted to 
transform the Brigade into a 'vanguard' organization in 
the U.S. 


"While working to build the Brigade, our political 
contribution should also be: 


"1) To guarantee that the Brigade focuses on a 
campaign to break the U.S. blockade of Cuba, to withdraw 
troops from Guantanamo base, and to halt U.S. attempts to 
subvert Cuba through economic, political, military and 
diplomatic sabotage. This is the main contribution ‘that 
progressive U.S. youth, living in the~country which is the 
main threat to the Cuban people, can make. We see the 
development of Cuban - U.S.A. friendship as one of the main 
zoals that the Venceremos Brigade can achieve. The 
perspective should be to break down the blockade so that 
U.S. youth can travel unrestricted to Cuba to see for 
themselves developments there, instead of having to go 
indefinitely through semi-underground channels through 
the Brigade. 


"O) To broaden the concept of the Brigade so 
that progressive, democratic-minded U.S. youth who may not 
be anti-imperialist will also be eligible to go on the 
Brigades, as long as they are open to learning about Cuba 
and don't hold crystallized anti-Cuban or anti-Soviet views. 
This would greatly increase the effectiveness of the Brigade 
in bringing a true picture of Cuban life to broad sections 
of U.S. youth. Also it would act as a restraint on the 
Brigade becoming a tightly-knit, anti-imperialist organization 
which would move in the direction of trying to be a 'vanguard' 
of the U.S. movement, despite their disclaimers that this 
is not their intention.” 
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3) To fight for a higher level of black-white 
unity within the Brigade and for the elimination of white 
caucuses}; 'white student! and 'white working class" 
reports and other such conceptions. 4) To involve the 
Brigade in other initiatives that the League is involved 
in, such as the Hospital Campaign, the preparation for the 
Youth Festival and other united front activities. 


"Currently the Brigade has established Regional 
Committees in 10 areas of the country in order to recruit 
for the 6th Contingent. 


“These areas and the person in charge of them, 
are as follows: 










WO) D.C, 

"2) Phila. 

ie Kansas Cit 

5) Detroit 7 
"6) Chicago: ples 
"7) Bay Area 


"8) Los Angeles 


"g) Houston-San Anton 
"10) Fayetteville, North Gareitina 


“The specific things that the League should do 
in these areas are: 


"1) Contact the Regional Brigade to discuss how we can 
work together. 


"2) Help in the recruitment of League people and others 

for the 6th contingent. Because of shortness of time, this 
must be done immediately. League people should go on the 
Brigade only on the recommendation of the Section leadership." 
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"While we want to send someone from every area where 
possible, we also must guarantee that we do not hurt 

our work in the U.S. by sending too many people at one 
time. Our main contribution to the anti-imperialist 
struggle consists in building a broad anti-monopoly 
movement among youth and a strong League here in the U.S. 


"3) Where possible, to assign 1 or 2 people to work with 
the Regional Committee. Preferably these should __ 
League members who have gone on past Brigades and have 
some familiarity with the Brigade. League cadre working 
in the Regionals should caucus together to develop a 
common approach, | 


"N) Assist the Regional Committees in the development 
of their political education, propaganda and other 
activities. 


"5) Those youth in the Brigade who are interested in the 
League should be brought to our activities. We must have 
an active policy of recruiting to the League from all 

organizations that we work with, including the Brigade." 


b2 
b7D 


Eleven individuals who were members of the-.YWLL 
or Communist Party, USA (CP,USA) participated as 
members of the Sixth Contingent of the VB. 


During their stay in Cuba, YWLL members seemed 
eager to meet with the Young Communist League of Cuba 
(UIC), a political organization subordinate to the Cuban 
Communist Party. Much of the activities of the YWLL 
members took place aboard the Cuban vessel upon the return 
trip of the Sixth Contingent to the United States. 
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IV. FOREIGN INFLUENCE 
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; P Six copies of this reoort | are being: furftshea td the 
Bi reau for appropriate dissemination at the Seat of! Government 
and one information copy of this. report is being. furnished to 
selected offices in those areas where. the Venceremos Brigade 
has been active in connection with the 7th Contingent of the VB 
or where there have been regional organizations or representatives 
of the VB. ! 


{ i 
| . ; i 


Cd who 4d Bererved to in the! enclosed 
report as being 


a Cc —_] is subject of NY. fj eL—_§__ Bufile 








and is currently on the ADEX. us 


As of the present ayes, the NYO is not aware of any 
permanent space occupied by the VB in New York City. The NYO 
will be constantly alert for any information concerning any 

- permanent headquarters used by: the VB. LS 


ot is noted that ——— 


and 


s on e ) e NYO. 
Insufficient information is contained in ‘the files. 
of the leaders of the VB to el them other than their positions . 
with the VB. U 
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Synopsis: gas The Venceremos Brigade (VB) currently maintains the 
"= address of Post Office Box 3169, New York, New York 10001. 






AS 


are not 






fpritish west Indies to New York City, NY in gune, 1974. 


iu forth. U 


Cusrent officers set out. Prior to departure of the 7th contingent 
of the VB, the VB had 12 regional.offices throughout the United 
States. Locations of regionals: and régional coordingtors set 
fOreh. Since December, 1973, the VB issued a monthly publication 
tied-"yenceremos!" . The 7th contingent comprised of 
gphroxinet y 131 people departed from various points of the 

ited ites to Mexico City, Mexico via air and then to Cuba’ 
<April4 1974 and returned from Cuba via air sang Barbados, 





<Activities of the VB including subyersi ve affiliations 
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: Information sat forth in thix seport is unclassified | 
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1 


The Venceremos ee (VB) was... 
formed in June, 1969, by a ecalitien [a 
of "New Left" organizations to encourage 
American youth to travel to Cuba: in j 
defiance of a ban on travel to that 

' country by the United States Department 
of State. The ostensible purpose or the 
travel has been to assist the CASTRO Regime 
in the harvesting of suger cent ari other. 
agricultural products, and more’ recently. 
to engage in construction projects » anda 
to give young Americans the experience of 
living in a revolutionary communist country. 


I. ORGANIZATION * a | 
A. Background 


.The "Center for Cuban Studies Newsletter", November, » 
1973, Volume 1, Number. 2, reflects that the VB is a year-round 
political education project which seeks to build anti-imperiaiist 
solidarity with national. liberation struggles around the world 
through the Brigade experience in Cuba, and through other 
educational activities such as their initiation of the Expocuba | 
event. The Brigade seeks participation of United States (US) 
progressive people based on their support for the Cuban 
ees re and their desire to aid in socialist construction 

ere, |) | 


The Center for Cuban Studies is an 
organization comprised mainly of US 


} 


citizens whose purpose is to © 
propagandize on behalf of the Cuban. 
CASTRO Government, ‘ ; cs 


{! 


| 
| 
i 
| 





. and learn from Cuban workers, students, and their. revolutionary 


|; political education project which seeks to build © 
, anti-imperialist solidarity with national. ‘liberation 


in our country. 


f ms, an: ob we , #8 | 
_* tte -@ sad 
(—— 
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| Page 2 of the abcve: newsletter contains the foliowing 
item pertaining to the VB: are 4 

"Six weeks of soolaseaee work, presentations 
about all aspects of-life in revolutionary. Cuba, a) two-week .: 
tour of the island, -- a two-month long opportunity to meet . 


society! Another contingent of the Venceremos Brigade is — 
being organized now and is: scheduled to leave in mid spring. U 


"The Venceremos Brigade is a year-round 


struggles around the world through’ the Brigade experience —_. 
in Cuba, and through other educational activit ies such as 
their initiation of the EXPOCUBA. event. . The Brigade is is 
multi-racial and seeks participation of the United States 
progressive people based.on their: support for the Cuban 
Revolution and their desire %O, aid in socialist construction 
there, | 

"Six contingents ‘of: the venceremos Brigade have — 
traveled to Cuba; the first four doing cane cutting in 
the harvest of the ten million.tons, and the last two con- 
structing housing in the Cuban countryside. They have 
worked side by side with the Cuban people and have’ con- 
tributed not only to the building: of socialism in Cuba, 
but to the anti-jmpertialist Spent oe On, Se sic 

"Those who have been on the Brigade think that 
this is the best way for North-Americans to experience 
Cuba, short of living there, and have found it to be an 
extraordinary learning process and personal experience. 
For more information about applications, how you can help — 
the Brigade, or other information, write the Venceremos 
Brigade at G.P.0. Box 3169, New York, N.Y, . 10001." w 

e— 


‘ | 
BoC ised that, Post Office: 


Tew york. .IUUUl. was A VB Bae iene ie 
a mums le 
t ; : bil 










Box 3169, x 
and. was rented bs 
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The February, rs 4ssue of "yen neeremos", a publication 
of the Venceremos Brigade, ZALLSeG8 on the Table of [eee 
Page, the following: uF 


"The Venceremos Brigade. is an Y educational | project, 
whdee main focus is developing a better understanding of and 
support for the Cuban revolution in the United States. LS 


| | "The over 2,000 Brigade members ("Brigadistas") that 
_ have worked and lived in socialist Cuba have seen for themselves 
, the new society th? Cuban people: are building. They return 
: home: to a country where millions more people are blockaded | 
from knowing about Cuba. Brigadistas have launched a conscicus ssait 
against this blockade by sharing their ae in 
Cuba. over the past four years. U , 

"The purpose of this newsletter is to more consistently 
inform people in the US about the Cuban revolution as seen 
through the eyes of US citizens who have visited and worked 
there on the Brigade and other trips. VENCEREMOS will focus * 
on important events and developments in Cuba which we think ° 
will! have special interests for leaders here." 1) 


B. Structure gid ot, o* ! 
| During the past year the VB has — further re- 

organized into its present structure of 12 regional offices. 

In years past it was formerly broken down into 32 regicns. 

The 12 regional offices are ‘PReanAY located in the following 

13 areas: uy 


Chicago, Illinois 
Champagn&, Illinois 
Western Massachusetts 
Nashville, Tennessee 
North Carolina 
New York 


wc ee 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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The Bay Area, California ... 

Los Angeles, California 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Baltimore ,Maryland ~- Webhington, De c. 
Philadeiphia, Pennsylvania 

Kansas City 


Detroit, Michigan ee we) 
Leadership a 
= a) 


msde indlable the . 
e@s and their leaders: 1, 





Chicago, Illinois 60609° ~ 


Champagn¥, Illinois - 
Venceremos Brigade 
‘Urbana, Illinois 61801 


western Massachusetts - 


Amherst, Massachusetts 01002 Ae 


Nashville, Tennes: - 


Nashville, Tennessee 37208 
— \ aaa’ 
North Carolina = 











a To : ee oa ae 
| - | = . 
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New York 








, Vencerenca EF Brigade 
| Box 3169 
[ New York, New York 10001 








Oakland, Californie 9!609 _. 


Los Angeles - 





| -b7C 


Baitinore, weehinetang 





Baltimore, “Maryland _21230 hal 
Philadephia : + 




















f pose eee 


NY 1¢ 


authorized signatures for this account were: (ee 


[|rurther advised that account: number 
-in the name of Venceremos Brigade was closed in August, 1972. u) 


ee ore eS So? oY 
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Detroit ~- Coordinator 





“Highland Park,_Michigan._48203 (coneppayerat) UR) 


| | advised that. checking account 
number at a New York City bank is maintained under 
the name Venceremos Brigade. As of January 10, 1973, the 





= ihc seeetceaeaiaantiiia “Oo a ee er 


and[ GLC) 


t 

n 2 j 
: i 
4 


| On March 1, 1974, a checking account, number 
was opened in the name Venceremos Brigade Association. The 
following background was furnished. when the account was opened: 








Address: 


Previous Address: 





i 
| : 
Bank Reference: 
| 
| 








.@ @ | 

| pIC 
The opening balance for the account was 
The type of business was listed as "educetionsl" and the year 

established was indicated as i973.@ Uo 
! | ! 
| 
3 
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D. Location | | = 

on paheuaey 19, 1974, [| made available a 
copy of a report, dated February, 5, 1974, from the VB, National 
Executive, General Post Office Box: gi” New York, New York to 
the regional committeds of. the VB. (Yu): | 





TE. 5 { 
: eA (O): ( 
E. Security | ~ waved ce | 


__On advised thatL__ sd 
advised both mentioned above, that! regionals 


. who have not secured a lawyer. should get one. She further advised 
that "when you need oneiit is already too late. She further stated 
that if you -have no contacts at all my rhaps we , get the National 
Lawyers Guild here to recommend . one" Cay Tc : . 


g. 
National Lawyers Guild ae a Communist front 
organization of lawyers and law students | 
dedicated to Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) | 
and New Left ideals for radical change of | 
the social, economic, and judicial systems | 
in the United States. yj es ow, 
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on June 5, 1974, a- capredensbativer ‘of United States. 
Immigration and Naturalization: Service (INS), John F. Kennedy 
Airport, Queens, New York, advised that the first. group of 

the Seventh Contingent of the VB returned to New York at 

John F. Kennedy Airport on that. date via British West Indies. 
Airlines. ; <. 





i 
i 


The "New York Post",. a) “daly newpaper oubliahed 
in New York City, New York, on page.7 contains an article 


entitled "US is Returning Seized Passports". This article 


reflects that passports were being. returned to 59 of. 76. vB 
members who had arrived at. John. F.. Kennedy - Airport. 4° Phe 
article further states that the ‘airport. immigration officials UH - 
who confiscate the passports stated thev were acting on orders 
of the State Department. ROBERT B. LINDSAY, acting assistant 
commissioner for inspections of: INS: stated “it was a mistake, 

a misunderstanding”. He said’ that. neither the’ State Department 





‘nor Federal Bureau of Investigation i aeaiaes at. the airport had 


B. Los Venceremitos 


authorized the confiscation. )} ok, i 
On June 12, ‘1974, Mr. J. O'CONNOR, : an official of the 
British West Indies Airlines, John F. Kennedy Airport, Queens, 
New York, advised that the remainder of the group of the VB 
members who went to Cuba arrived at John F. Kennedy Airport » 
ae June 12, 1974 from Barbados, ‘West, ee via flight number 
QO. U 


: On February 19,’ hoe ‘eee that tentative b7D 
plans for a Los Venceremitos project for the Summer of 1974 would 
be discussed. It was expected that this will consist of a 
delegation of about 20 children in the age group of 10 to 14 
years:for a summer visit to Cuba. A committee would be formed u\ 
to carry out all the work of prance and ere, the REL. 26) 
ee | 
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| III. SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCE = 
On March 4, 1974, [__]aavised that a strong p “b7D 
es appeal to raise funds for two persons going to Cuba with 
{ the VB was made at a meeting-of- the Workers. World Party 
(WWP), 12 East 12th Street, New York, New York, on March 
A, 1974. (Qu) . aa p28 se Pha mee 
: The WWP founded in 1959 by individuals. 
; who disagreed with policies of. the Socialist 


Workers Party (SWP). The WWP dissidents | 
advocated unconditional support of the | — 
Soviet Union and the building of.a. Ft ssa 
revolutionary party geared to.,the: overthrow: | 
of capitalism. More recently, the. WWP has. 
called for peaceful solutions ‘to Sino~ i, 
Soviet disputes, however, the WWP generally 
Supports the People's Republic of ‘China 8 « 
its ideological differences withthe Soviet 
Union.. 1) ~— opt ag he 


4 
| 
+ 


i ™ ‘The SWP is a Trotskyist organization founded 


in the United States during 1938, with i: 
headquarters currently in New York City. | 
While the SWP, like the Communist: Party, USA 
| (CPUSA), does not openly advocate the violent 
- Overthrow of the United States Government at 
oO _ this time or violations of -other Federal or 
| State laws, the SWP believes that eventual; 
violent revolution to overthrow the present 
Capitalist system of government in:the United 
oa | States is inevitable. The objective of the . 
SWP, like the CPUSA, is to organize a membership 
. to take action to precipitate such a revolution 
H i when conditions are ripe and to direct and seize 
control of the revolution when it occurs. ¥ | 
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On March 30, 1974,L_ ____—Jadvised that on that = = -b7D 
date the VB sponsored a film at the Casa De Las Americas - 
(CSLA), New York City. The VB sponsored this vain with the 








: 
The CDLA is an organization in New York | 
City, formed ostensibly as a social club | 
in April, 1964. It is composed:sf pro- . 


CDLA distributes Cuban propaganda and has - 
provided financial assistance in the past. 
to various revolutionary groups and: to. the 
Cuban Mission to the United Nations. oe 





Iv. FOREIGN INFLUENCE = 


On April 1, 1974, [—™havisea that. mst on] 
who is employed at Prensa Latina, 
was previously employed by an official Chilean Government 





agency with offices in New York City, New York. . She; left Ogi, -b2 

this position upon learning of the overthrow of SALVADOR - ee BIC 

ALLENDE's Marxist government. “The source advised that -. - > bID 
lived and worked in Cuba. in the ce gan and — , 

is presently on the VB selection committee. Ru) 


Prensa Latina, the official Cuban news ees 
was organized in June, 1959, with headquarters. 
in Havana, Cuba, and. branches throughout the 
world. It follows an editorial policy. which . 
is anti-United States and pro-Soviet Union. 
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i) ae ei cel tine toe VB believes that 
it is necessary.to encourage discussion of the present. 
situation in Chile especially beceuse it.is 4 point of - 
common interest among the various. ideological divided 
left-wing groups in the United States. This meeting was, | 
therefore, relatively well publicized in an effort to 3 
attract strong support from "Movement" groups. The following | 
groups were prominent both in their support and their attendance 


- at this meeting: Young Workers Liberation League: (YWLL), Youth 


Against War agd Fascism (YAWF) Sa, Socialist nia inal (5A) » 
and the SWP. Ku) = ek 

| | The YWLL is the woutb 2 arm of the commoniat’ Pane. 
USA. It was formed as a Marxist-Leninist) Youth - 
Group in February, 1970. yj . 


_ YAWF is the youth group of the WHP . UU - 


The YSA is a multi-national revolutionary’. 
socialist youth organization. -It is the youth | 
group of the SWP and is controlled and Bon nateG 
by that organization. |J | 
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On advised that the National ~ "b7 
Committee (NC) of the VB is selected by Cuban Government officials ; 
who also approved selections for the various UB contingents submitted - 
by the NC of the VE. The names of some of the participants in the 


VB contingents are actually furnished to theNC by the Cuban 
officials. (u) | Te aed 


The main function of the:NC of the VB-is the selection 
and organizing .of the various VB contingents traveling to Cuba, 


‘The committee also makes arrarngenents for. various other peoole ki 


and groups, such as news media and heaitn ssminars,:to travel to 


‘Cuba. The committee also arranges for weekend jaunts to Cuba for 


various individuals sympathetic to the Cuban Government. (RY) 
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San Francisco 
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[_} Hong Kong’ 


London 
Madrid | 
Manila 
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Ottawa 
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{_] Tokyo 
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